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10 - 20 November, 2024 

On board m/v Ortel ius 

M/V Ortelius was built in 1989 in Gdynia, Poland as a special-purpose research vessel for the 
Russian Academy of Science. She was originally named “Marina Svetaeva” after a well-known 
Russian poet. The vessel was purchased by Oceanwide Expeditions in 2011, re-flagged in The 
Netherlands, and re-named Ortelius. She was extensively re-fitted in 2019 and complies with the 
latest SOLAS-regulations (Safety of Life At Sea). M/V Ortelius is 90.95 m long, 17.2 m wide and 

has a maximum draft of 5.4 m. She has ice class UL1 (Equivalent to 1A), 10.5 knots average 
cruising speed and propulsion is 6 ZL 40/48 SULZER. Ortelius is named after the Dutch 

cartographer Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598) who published the first modern world atlas, the 
Theatrum Orbis Terrarum (Theatre of the World) in 1570. Her home port is Vlissingen. 



 

Captain Per Andersson  [Sweden] 
 

and his international crew of 56… 
 

Chief Officer: Sjoerd Van Hoek [Netherlands] 
Second Officer: Ward Dekkers [Netherlands] 
Third Officer: Archer Cultura [Philippines] 
Helicopter Landing Officer: Martin Hansson [Sweden]           
Chief Engineer: Floris Oskam [Netherlands]    
Second Engineer: Ionut Daraban [Romania]          
Hotel Manager: Volodymyr Cherednychenko [Ukraine]      
Assistant Hotel Manager: Karolina Guziejko [Poland] 
Head Chef: Ivan Yuriychuk [Ukraine]            
Sous Chef: Sergei Sklyarov [Ukraine]      
Sous Chef: Edward Nunag [Philippines]     
Bosun: Philip Malang [Philippines]    
Bosun: Lauren Malatag [Philippines] 
Bartender: Glaiza Loterina [Philippines] 
Ship’s doctor: Susan Eckhardt [Germany] 
Expedition Leader: Sara Jenner [United Kingdom] 
Assistant Expedition Leader: Pippa Low [United Kingdom] 
Expedition Guide: Jess Owen [United Kingdom] 
Expedition Guide: Wei Deng [China] 
Expedition Guide: Dr. Gary Miller [Australia] 
Expedition Guide: Bill Smith [United Kingdom] 
Expedition Guide: Jens Binderup [Denmark] 
Expedition Guide: Allan White [Falkland Islands] 
Mountain Guide: Philip Poole [United Kingdom] 
Chief Helicopter Pilot (Tango): Julio Arce [Argentina] 
Helicopter Pilot (Sierra): Marcelo Lira Contreras [Chile]        
Helicopter Pilot (Quebec): Marcelo Yáñez [Chile] 
Chief Helicopter Engineer: Mario Solano [Chile] 
Helicopter Engineer: Fernando Silva Soto [Chile] 
Helicopter Engineer: Jose “Cazely” Mansilla [Chile] 

W E  W E L C O M E  Y O U  O N  B O A R D !  



 

Day 1 – Sunday 10 November, Ushuaia, embarkation day. 
08:00 GPS Position: 54°48.4’S / 068°17.6’W  
Wind: Light & variable • Sea: Calm • Weather: Partly Cloudy • Air temperature: +8°C 

 
The day had finally come! It was time to board the 
good ship Ortelius for our Antarctic expedition to 
search for Emperor Penguins! It was a typical mixed 
weather kind of a day for Ushuaia and many of us 
walked down the pier to Ortelius in light rain. Despite 
that, the surrounding scenery of snow-capped 
mountains was spectacular. Approaching the ship, 
we could see a helicopter sitting on Ortelius’ flight 
deck, one of the three that would be sailing with us. 

The one on deck was callsign CC-CHQ, otherwise known as ‘Quebec’, which had flown on to 
Ortelius the day before as she passed the Chilean town of Puerto Williams, en-route to 
Ushuaia. The crew and Expedition Team had loaded our luggage onboard and delivered it to 
our cabins earlier in the day. All that remained was for us to take a few photos of Ortelius, our 
home for the next ten days, before heading up the gangway. 
 
We were warmly welcomed by the crew and staff who assisted us in finding our cabins. We 
had some time to explore the ship, get our bearings and grab a coffee in the bar. Everyone 
was on board by 14:45. Then it was time to gather in the Lecture Room for the mandatory ship 
safety briefing. Once complete, we could sail. We met 
Expedition Leader Sara Jenner, and listened to Chief 
Officer Sjoerd Van Hoek. We were given important 
information such as how to move safely around the 
ship, what we could and could not do, and how to put 
on our emergency life jackets. Then it was time for an 
abandon ship drill. After hearing the emergency 
alarm we went to our cabins, got our lifejackets, and 
went to our muster station in the bar. From there we 
were guided to our lifeboats, so we knew where to go 
in case of a real emergency. 
 
As the lifeboat briefing by the Second Officer was concluding, Captain Per pulled Ortelius away 
from the dock and got us under way. We departed Ushuaia at precisely 15:30. At first Ortelius 
travelled at reduced speed, because we had to receive our last two helicopters which were 
waiting to take off from Ushuaia Airport. The flight deck was prepared, ‘Quebec’ was moved to 
one side, and the call was made. Expedition Leader Sara made an announcement, and we 
gathered on the outer decks to see the helicopters arrive. In no time at all the first helicopter 
was seen approaching. This was callsign LV-CUT - ‘Tango’ - piloted by Chief Pilot Julio Arce. 
As the engineers, pilots and deck crew set about removing the blades, our third and final 
helicopter arrived and circled the ship. ‘Tango’ was wheeled into the hanger, then clearance 
to land was radioed to the final helicopter. At precisely 16:25, LV-CUS – ‘Sierra’ – landed. The 
blades were quickly removed, and Sierra joined Tango in the hangar. Quebec would remain 
out on the flight deck wrapped in a protective ‘jacket’. 
 



 

With the excitement over, Captain Per got Ortelius up 
to full speed and we headed off down the Beagle 
Channel. Captain Per then invited us to join him in the 
bar for champagne and canapés, to raise a glass and 
toast the voyage ahead. This was followed by an 
introduction to shipboard services by Hotel Manager 
Volodymyr, and an overview of our expedition by our 
illustrious leader Sara. Before this concluded we met 
the Expedition Team and Aircrew. 
 
With briefing formalities concluded, it was time for our 
first evening meal, with a delicious buffet selection 
prepared by Head Chef Ivan and his galley team, 
served by the ever-friendly dining room staff. After dinner we were called back to the bar so 
that two more mandatory briefings could be delivered. Because 100% attendance is required, 
these briefings were done while Ortelius was still in the sheltered waters of the Beagle 
Channel. Expedition Leader Sara first briefed us on the Antarctic Visitor Guidelines, as laid 
down by IAATO – the International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators – of which 
Oceanwide is a founding member. And then Sara gave us the Zodiac Safety Briefing. How 
lucky we were to have both Zodiacs and helicopters at our disposal on this exciting voyage. 
 
After a long day of travel, it was time for bed and some well-earned rest. What would tomorrow 
bring. The infamous Drake Passage lay ahead. We hoped (some prayed) that it would be kind. 

Day 2 – Monday 11 November, At sea, Drake Passage.  
08:00 GPS Position: 57°09.9’S / 065°15.7’W 
Wind: SW force 3 • Sea: Slight • Weather: Partly Cloudy • Air temperature: +4°C 
 

We received our first ever wakeup call from Sara with 
excitement. There was some movement in the night 
as we entered open water, but we woke up to find 
ourselves in a ‘Drake Lake’ not a ‘Drake Shake’. Most 
of us were up and about before the wake-up call 
taking in the vast seascape and seeing our first 
glimpses of albatross and petrel species.  

After a buffet breakfast, Gary started off the lecture 
program with a presentation called ‘Ice is Nice’, where 
he described how sea ice and icebergs are formed, 
along with excellent sound effects of the growlers and 

the nilas ice. Almost straight after Gary’s talk the bridge announced that there were whales 
nearby. It was the perfect sea conditions for seeing these animals at long distances. We 
watched their tall blows burst from the 
surface and we could see their dark 
backs rolling. They were identified as 
being fin whales, the second largest 
whale in the world and an excellent first 
marine mammal species to spot. 
However, on closer inspection of some 
photographs taken by guide Jens, we 
realized that one of the individuals was a 
blue whale! The biggest of all the 
animals in the world!  



 

Rather fittingly, Jess then gave us a talk 
about the whale, dolphin, and porpoise 
species that we could see on our journey and 
gave us some tips on how to spot and 
identify them. The glorious ‘Drake Lake’ 
conditions were perfect for spotting more of 
these wonderful creatures. 

We had a buffet lunch before going down to 
the lecture room on Deck 3 to receive our 
Muck Boots, that would keep our feet warm 
and dry throughout the expedition.  

We then had some free time to enjoy the amazing bird species outside, including the 
Wandering albatross, with its incredible 3-metre wingspan, the delicately patterned Cape 
petrels, and the darting prions and blue petrels.  

We all attended a mandatory briefing about the helicopter operations, which was exciting, we 
could only imagine what the views and the feeling of flying over Antarctica must feel like.  

At our first daily recap in the evening, Sara 
gave us the exciting news that tomorrow 
we would be visiting Deception Island. 
Gary explained how seabirds use dynamic 
soaring to save energy as they fly over the 
waves. Pippa gave us a brilliant 
introduction to the Antarctic Convergence 
just as we were beginning to sail over it. 
And finally, Bill talked to us about his time 
as an art teacher and about how to 
process and appreciate the sights and 
sounds we were about to encounter. Looking, Seeing, Thinking, and Doing.  

The action didn’t stop after dinner. We saw some beautiful light-mantled sooty albatross flying 
right above the ship, making use of the wind whipped up by the ship, just as Gary had explained 
to us. Almost simultaneously, two fantastic humpback whales appeared close to the ship, 
making their long migration journey down to Antarctica to their feeding grounds. Who knows, 
maybe we will bump into the same two whales in a few days’ time near the Antarctic Peninsula.   

Day 3 – Tuesday 12 November, At sea, Drake Passage & Deception Is. 

08:00 GPS Position: 61°55.5’S / 062°24.8’W 
Wind: NNE force 5 • Sea: Slight • Weather: Overcast • Air temperature: +0.6°C 

 
It’s already becoming a habit with Sara making our 
wakeup call at 07:45. Over the night we continued our 
good speed in mercifully calm waters of the Drake 
Passage. The early risers were already up and about, 
photographing the spectacular sea birds that followed the 
ship. A few whale blows were spotted before breakfast, 
but they were distant, and we never really got closer 
looks. Still there was plenty of entertainment with a 
sizable squadron of Cape Petrels circling Ortelius. This 
airborne parade is one of the delightful things about 
passing through these waters. 



 

It proved to be another busy day as we started with Sara giving us a passionate talk about 
Penguins. Shortly after that we continued the process of preparing ourselves for landing in 
Antarctica AND getting in the helicopters to visit the Emperor penguins at Snow Hill Island. 
Soon after Sara finished, we began a split activity. Starting with activity group 1 we called 
everyone in turn to the bar for a dry run with the helicopters. It is an important activity that 
shows everyone exactly what will happen when we do a real helicopter operation. Each 
participant of the first group went to the Helideck fully dressed and ready to fly. They were all 
shown the helicopters and were allowed to sit in them so that they realized exactly how little 
space we have for any extra gear. It was 
also the best time for photos of the 
helicopter on the deck, because photos are 
not allowed during real operations to keep 
everyone focused on safe loading. While 
that was happening, other groups were 
called down to the lecture room with all their 
equipment to go through very thorough 
biosecurity checks. We inspected, cleaned 
- and even vacuumed - everything.   

Land ho! While we were all focused on our preparations, the ship continued on. The weather 
changed so that we had a bit of fog and then wet snow fell. We spotted our first lone piece of 
ice, a growler about 400 meters off the ship, and soon started to see more small pieces of ice. 
Through the sleet and snow, we were soon able to make out the mountains of the South 
Shetland Islands. WE ARE HERE!  Our trusty ship turned to sail between Snow and Smith 
Islands on our way to Deception Island. These were the wild South Shetland Islands! 

More whales graced the scene as we 
proceeded to Deception. We had an early 
recap in hopes of getting in before lining up to 
enter Neptune’s Bellows. Sara gave us the run 
down on the latest ice conditions and weather 
and how we hope to take advantage of a 
widening gap in the sea ice at the gateway to 
the Weddell Sea. Jens did manage to tell us a 
short history of Deception Island and how from 
its discovery in 1820 it went through the 

sealing and whaling until the market fell out of both. From there, the British used it as a listening 
station in WWII and finally its last incarnation was as a research station. That all ended in 1969 
when one of the last big eruptions of Deception Island destroyed the station buildings. Since 
then, it has mainly been a popular stop for expedition cruise vessels.  

Just before the recap was about to end, 
Captain Per lined up the ship to take her 
through Neptune’s Bellows - and into the 
caldera. Once through the narrow 
opening, we took a hard right turn and 
dropped anchor in Whalers Bay. The 
snow had stopped, but there was a cold 
wind blowing that confirmed we were in 
Antarctica. Some went left on the beach, 
and some went right, but everyone was 
enchanted by the large number of 



 

Gentoo penguins milling around the beach. It was windy and a bit chilly, but the snow had 
stopped so it was a wonderland of snow, penguins and worn-out historic buildings.  

We had one last bit of madness to finish off the day. Around 20 of us felt it was a good idea to 
take the polar plunge. They were brave, if a little bit foolhardy, to take the plunge today, with 
the wind and surrounded by snow. But plunge, they did. Once that was over there was nothing 
left but to head back to the ship, get a hot shower, enjoy a delicious buffet dinner, and turn in 
and dream about Emperor penguins. Fingers crossed for tomorrow! 

Day 4 – Wednesday 13 November, cruising Antarctic Sound 

08:00 GPS Position: 62°58.1’S / 057°27.6’W 
Wind: NW force 4 • Sea: Calm • Weather: Fog • Air temperature: 0°C 

 
Yet another calm sea night sent us gently to sleep, getting us ready for a new day’s 
experiences. Waking up to a completely calm surface, but in foggy conditions, we found 
ourselves surrounded by icefloes and icebergs. The captain and the officers on the bridge were 
carefully maneuvering Ortelius around the denser areas of ice trying to find open leads that 
allowed us to go deeper into Antarctic Sound. The fog added to the overall atmosphere of the 
experience. We occasionally saw penguins in the water and on ice floes close by. 

As Pippa’s lecture took us through all 
the interesting details about the seal 
species we are likely to see - including 
the fascinating leopard seal - visibility 
increased a bit, and we could enjoy 
massive tabular icebergs and often 
Adelie penguins either on - or swimming 
around - the smaller icebergs. 

Then expedition guide Allan told the 
fantastic story of the Swedish South 
Polar Expedition led by Otto 



 

Nordenskjöld on the ship, Antarctic. Allan explained how their ship sank in the pack-ice, forcing 
the men to spend an extra winter, marooned at three locations. It was the most incredible 
coincidence and luck that brought them all together, and their eventual rescue by the 
Argentinian Navy. Definitely “The Greatest Escape”! 

After a delicious lunch, most of us went out on the outer decks to enjoy the incredibly beautiful 
land(sea)scape, as we slowly made our way deeper into Antarctic Sound in near calm 
conditions. 

Later in the afternoon, we approached more solid ice – and yes, we got slightly stuck and had 
to reverse a couple of times. More than once someone suggested: “Are we going down on the 
ice to push?” The following words from the ‘Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by English poet 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge came to mind…. 

The ice was here, the ice was there, the ice was all around. 
It cracked and growled, and roared and howled, like noises in a swound! 

 
The ice did split with a thunder-fit; The helmsman steered us through. 

 
But the miracle happened, and we went into open water again and celebrated by having hot 
chocolate, rum and cream behind the bridge, as we were sailing along the edge of the ice.  
Then the next little miracle happened – as we passed some massive and majestic tabular 
icebergs, the visibility increased, and spells of sunshine lit up the fabulous scenery! 



 

At the evening recap the good news came, that the ice, that just three days ago completely 
blocked the way to Snow Hill Island, had opened up due to strong winds in the area and now 
allowed us to go towards our “main goal”. How many miracles can you experience in one 
day….? 

Day 5 – Thursday 14 November, Snow Hil l Island 

08:00 GPS Position: 64°26.5’S / 056°31.8’W 
Wind: E force 2 • Sea: Calm • Weather: Clear • Air temperature: +2°C 
 

Wow! Wow! Wow! That was the reaction when we woke up…a stunning icy vista spread out 
before us…the sun sparkling on a frozen sea studded with massive icebergs. You could feel 
the excitement at breakfast. The navigational challenges of Ortelius yesterday as we picked 
our way through the seemingly choked Antarctic Sound had clearly been worth it. A penguin 
filled wonderland awaited. 

At 8 o’clock the orange-painted ‘Quebec’ was 
the first helicopter to take off for a scout flight 
over Snow Hill Island, to locate the Emperor 
penguin colony and establish a landing site 
the regulation distance of 1km from the 
colony. With that achieved, the advanced 
party of expedition staff marked a safe 
walking route between the two. The fantastic 
news that everything proceeded as planned 
was announced around the ship, and ‘Sierra’ 

was rolled out of the hanger and prepared for flight. The second flight took more expedition 
staff and safety equipment to the landing site. 

Then the third helicopter was rolled out and had 
the blades fitted. While Chief Pilot Julio warmed 
up ‘Tango’ and ran his pre-flight checks, the first 
group was called to the ‘departure lounge’ in the 
bar. Meanwhile, ‘Quebec’ had returned, and 
pilot Marcello delighted on-lookers with some 
low-level circuits of the ship and a landing on an 
iceberg. From then on it was all action, as in 
groups of 4 or 5, group after group, we had the 
fantastic experience of being flown across the 
ice towards the HLS (Helicopter Landing Site).  

The outbound flight time was just under 15 minutes. The first leg took us across the glassy-
calm sea, studded with ice of all shapes and 
sizes. We traversed the southern section of 
the icecap that covers Snow Hill Island, 
before descending to the landing site. On 
arrival we were directed to the basecamp 
where the Expedition Team had erected a 
large tent, centralized all the emergency 
equipment and established a communication 
link with Ortelius. Assistant Expedition 



 

Leader Pippa briefed us about the route to the colony and told us what time we were to return 
to the HLS for the flight back to the ship. 

The occasional Emperor 
penguin looked on with 
curiosity as we moved along 
the flagged trail. A lone 
Crabeater seal was also 
seen at a distance. The 
guides had briefed us not to 
dwell on the trail and go 
directly to the colony. We 
passed between towering 
icebergs, trapped in the 
sea-ice on which we 
walked. Excitement levels 
reached new heights when 

our ears picked up the unmistakable melodious calls of adult Emperor penguins, and the final 
sight of the colony itself was breath-taking. A huge iceberg provided the perfect backdrop! 
 
The beautiful, fluffy grey 
chicks together with their 
parents, so well-known from 
photographs, documentaries 
and movies endeared all of 
us. In time, curious adults 
came out of the colony and 
approached us to take their 
own look at these strange 
visitors that had come to see 
them. It was a case of - “Who 
is watching who”? 
Throughout the day many 
guests got close-up views of 
these incredible birds thanks 
to their endearing curiosity. 
 
The time passed all too quickly, and before we knew it, it was time to make the dramatic journey 
back to the ship. The flight over the ice and the sea was an exciting and spectacular experience 
and would be enough on its own to make anyone’s day. The beautiful Emperor Penguins were 

the icing on the cake! Our 
pilots left us in complete 
awe with their skill and 
precision handling of their 
helicopters, especially 
with the deck landings. A 
helicopter landing on a 
ship in Antarctica is a 
unique experience and 
something that very few 
people get to experience. 
Our pilots worked very 
hard to make the day 
such a great success, and 
we are immensely 



 

grateful to Julio (Tango), Marcelo (Quebec) and Marcelo (Sierra) for flying the full regulation 8 
hours to ensure we all got to the Emperor colony and back to Ortelius safely. Thank you also 
to the engineers - Mario, Fernando and Cazely - for a great day! 



 

 



 

How best do you describe this wonderful Oceanwide Expeditions experience? Our multi-
national passengers were asked to pass comment when they returned, here are some…. 
 
ONGELOOFLYK – ONBESCHRYFLYK – ONWERKELYK.     From our Dutch guests. 

NEVVERITELINE – DECHBEROUG – VYJIMECNY.   From our Czech guests. 

SUGOI – SUBARASHII – SAIKO.   From our Japanese guests. 

BEEINDRUCKEND – UERWALTIGEND – BERUHREND.   From our Austrian guests. 

HAPPY – UNBELIEVABLE – AN ACHIEVEMENT.   From our Chinese guests [in English]. 

ALUCINANTE – SIN PALABRAS – INMENSIDAD SILENCIA.    From our Spanish guests. 

BIKAIN – SORAGARRIA – IKUSGARRIA .     From our Basque guests. 

BRUTAL – INESQUECVEL – SONHO.    From our Portuguese guests. 

IMPRESSIONANT – ENOCIONANT – PRECIOS.    From our Catalan guests. 

AWESOME – BREATH-TAKING – MAGNIFICENT.      From our British & American guests. 

But the best indicator of the experience was the faces of guests…. huge ear to ear smiles. 
What a fantastic Oceanwide Expedition Day!!!!! 
 

 

Day 6 – Friday 15 November, cruising Erebus & Terror Gulf  

08:00 GPS Position: 64°24.2’S / 056°36.4’W 
Wind: NW force 2 • Sea: Calm • Weather: Fog • Air temperature: -2°C 

 

For some, the day started at dawn. Dawn at this latitude was at about 03:00 - but the colors of 
sunrise were worth the early start for those brave (crazy?) few. The rest of us normal humans 
were woken by Sara at the usual time. Everyone started the day full of hope. As forecasted, 
we had fog in the morning, so everyone took that in their stride. Many were excited to see the 

fogbow it produced. We remained optimistic 
as the morning progressed. The sun did 
come out around us as we proceeded to 
move the ship a bit farther north in hopes of 
skirting the persistent fog around Snow Hill 
Island. The bridge team skillfully navigated 
Ortelius through a spectacular maze of ice, 
with dramatic tabular icebergs all around us 
that were many times bigger than our ship. 
The scene was awe-inspiringly beautiful, 
and many of us were lost for words! 



 

Again, a verse from the Rime of the Ancient Mariner published in 1798 seemed very fitting… 
 

“And then there came both mist and snow, and it grew wondrous cold. 
And ice mast high came floating by, as green as emerald.” 

 
Alas, that fog never gave up. Long into the morning and then into the afternoon, the fog 
continued to hang close to the ground over Snow Hill Island. Eventually, it became obvious 
that as the wind rose, and the sky clouded over, that our hopes of visiting the Emperors again 
would not be realized. So, Ortelius continued north through Erebus and Terror Gulf, and we 
set our sights on the coming days.   
 
Gary gave a well-attended talk on his research 
on viruses in Emperor penguins with extra 
information about their life story. He gave us the 
inside story of their lack of mating fidelity, and 
how they don’t mind bodily contact with other 
Emperors. At the same time, we were motoring 
slowly through a magnificent seascape of 
massive tabular icebergs and deep blue water.  
We spotted Gentoo penguins, Adelie penguins 
and a few crabeater seals on an ice flow with 
Antarctic cormorants and Southern Giant Petrels flying past. So, we alternated between 
watching Antarctica glide by and learning more about the place.   
 
Later in the day, Jens gave a good rundown on the ‘Race to the Pole’. Packed with history, 
Jens told us how Amundsen changed his plans for the North Pole once that prize was claimed 
by Cook and Peary. His telegram to Scott: “Beg to inform going South” sparked indignation 
with the British team of Scott and his men. Jens gave us some insight on how, despite some 
internal friction and a false start, Amundsen’s team operated efficiently with dogs and got to 
the pole, returned heavier than they began, and were in Hobart before Scott reached the pole. 
He told us how Scott’s upbringing undoubtedly influenced his style of leadership and his 
meticulous planning. At the same time how, he made a few odd decisions along the way that 
may have sealed his fate.  
 

We passed into Antarctic Sound as we made 
our way through more fog, icefloes and 
icebergs. Keeping us at a relatively slow 
speed to make our way toward the north.  At 
the evening recap, Sara explained that the 
only reasonable weather in the area was up in 
the South Shetland Islands. With a good run 
this evening we may just be there by breakfast 
time.  Adding to the recap, Gary spoke about 
the discovery of the Emperor colony at Snow 
Hill on 20 July 1997. It was the 44th Emperor 
colony to be added to the list - which is now up 

to 55 colonies around continent. He also showed how some colonies can be on ice shelves 
instead of sea ice and can move from one year to the next. 
 
After Gary, Allan gave us a run down on the presence of pets on Antarctic expeditions. It was 
surprising how often they were included with the explorers - dogs, cats, pigs, goats, rabbits, 
birds. You name it, someone had it. The day ended with a showing of the classic animated 
movie “Happy Feet” with popcorn in the bar. The movie was introduced by our very own Dr. 
Gary Miller who was the penguin advisor for this delightful production. 



 

Day 7 – Saturday 16 November, Yankee Harbour & Half Moon Island 

08:00 GPS Position: 62°31.2’S / 059°48.2’W 
Wind: WSW force 4 • Sea: Slight • Weather: Overcast • Air temperature: +1°C 

 
Our morning began with a return to the 
South Shetland Islands. First order of the 
day was a Zodiac landing at Yankee 
Harbor, on the south-west coast of 
Greenwich Island. This area is steeped in 
history and surrounded by dramatic 
glacial scenery. We landed on a long 
rocky, snow-covered spit, and walked 
towards a bustling colony of Gentoo 
penguins. Their constant activity and 
endearing curiosity provided plenty of 
entertainment and fantastic photo 
opportunities. It’s the nesting season, and 
there was lots of activity. A lot of courtship 
and copulation were observed, and a few 
early birds were seen to be sitting on an 
egg. Marauding skuas were seen stealing 
a couple of eggs. 

A lone Adelie penguin found in the mass 
of Gentoos caused great excitement. 
Amidst the wildlife, we also took a 
moment to appreciate the significance of 
this site as a popular anchorage for 
whaling factory ships and a natural safe 
harbour for early visitors who came to 
exploit the seal populations. Many of the 
earliest visitors to this place were 
American, hence the name Yankee 
Harbour. Guests explored the moraine-
lined shores and enjoyed breathtaking 
views of the glaciers cascading into the 
ocean. Occasionally a Humpback whale 
surfaced outside the bay. Across 
McFarlane Strait the colossal snow-
capped mountains of Livingston Island 
looked spectacular with a backdrop of 
dark, stormy skies. We expected the 
weather to deteriorate, as per the 
forecast, but it didn’t. Instead, the wind fell 
away, and it started to brighten up.  

During another delicious lunch Ortelius 
repositioned to nearby Half Moon Island, 
a crescent-shaped gem known for its 
rugged beauty. The island’s landscape 



 

offered a mix of basalt cliffs and pebbly beaches, framed by ice-strewn waters and the towering 
peaks of Livingston Island. Here, we encountered a vibrant Chinstrap penguin colony and 
found a few Weddell seals lounging near the shore. Half Moon still had a deep covering of 
snow, and the walk towards the Argentine summer station (Cámara Station) was like stepping 
into a living postcard. The trail followed the rugged shoreline, with the glacier-draped peaks of 

Livingston Island providing a breathtaking backdrop. Gentle waves lapped against the icy 
shore, while the cries of Chinstrap penguins echoed across the pristine landscape, adding life 
to the serene beauty. Distant explosive noises reminded us of the colossal forces at work as 
immeasurable volumes of ice slowly crawl over age-old rocks towards the sea. 

As the sun got lower in the sky, we gathered on the top deck behind the Bridge for a truly 
unique Antarctic experience: an outdoor barbecue prepared by our lovely hotel team. Bundled 
up against the chill, we savored a feast of grilled delights while surrounded by icebergs, 
glaciers and the occasional appearance of curious seabirds. Many danced after dinner, while 
the sun slowly dipped behind the mountains. It was a moment of celebration, a reminder of the 
extraordinary adventure we are all sharing in this frozen wilderness.  

 

 



 

Day 8 – Sunday 17 November, Ardley Island (Maxwell Bay) 

08:00 GPS Position: 62°12.4’S / 058°54.4’W 
Wind: SW force 6 • Sea: Moderate • Weather: Cloudy • Air temperature: -2°C 

 
At around 02.00 while en-route to the Duroch Islands, Ortelius met winds of 50 – 60 knots and 
heavy ice. These elements combined with a big swell made any operations impossible, so 
Captain Per and Sara were called to the Bridge. The decision was made to change course and 
head back to the South Shetland Islands where hopefully some shelter could be found. The 
destination was Maxwell Bay at the west end of King George Island. This is home to many 
Antarctic bases belonging to Argentina, South Korea, Uruguay, Russia, Chile and China. Some 
guests were surprised to receive mobile phone messages, welcoming them to various national 
mobile networks!  

The plan was to do a Zodiac cruise along the coast 
of Ardley Island to look for Adelie penguins. An 
early attempt to launch the Zodiacs saw the guides 
sheltering in the lee of the ship in 40 knots of wind. 
The consensus was that any operation would be 
“rough, wet and a borderline positive experience” 
in those conditions. With the wind forecasted to 
increase, Sara made the wise decision to abandon 
the attempt and monitor conditions for a while.  

By 09.30, the wind had dropped slightly and was regularly reading below 30 knots. Such is the 
variability of Antarctic weather! These were workable conditions, if everyone could tolerate the 
bouncy ride in to sheltered waters and the 
icy-cold wind. Sara’s decision was to do 
the cruise in two waves with a reduced 
capacity of 8 in each boat, and briefed 
guests accordingly. It worked perfectly. 
The Zodiac drivers showed their 
experience by driving directly into the 
wind, minimizing the amount of spray 
coming over the boats. With everyone 
dressed for the conditions, this was a 
chance to experience the ‘real Antarctica’.  

Once in the lee of Ardley Island, conditions were much better. A Humpback whale put in a brief 
appearance for the first few boats, and then departed. On the island, Gentoo penguins were 
everywhere! But it was Adelie penguins we had come to find, and the search was on. 
Eventually, a few Adelies were spotted nesting on a rocky outcrop near the shore. And a few 

individuals were found in other locations at the 
water’s edge. The Zodiac drivers had their work 
cut out negotiating the shallow, rocky waters in 
the wind and swell. We had the best possible 
views of the Adelies, and then it was time to 
return to the ship. With Russia’s Bellingshausen 
Station nearby, some Zodiac drivers told the 
story of Antarctica’s first attempted murder 
which occurred there in 2018, brought on by the 
pressures of extreme isolation. 



 

After lunch, Ortelius set 
off to cruise the western 
part of Maxwell Bay, 
where we had a fine 
view of China’s ‘Great 
Wall Station’. Around 60 
personnel are based 
here during the summer, 
which is reduced to a 
crew of just 13 for the 
winter. Captain Per spun 
Ortelius around near the 
station and declared it 
was time to begin our 
northwards journey back to Ushuaia. The Drake Passage beckoned, but not right away. First, 
we had to pass around the south end of Nelson Island and negotiate Nelson Strait. The short 
time in these relatively sheltered waters provided the opportunity to secure our cabins and 
seek out Dr. Susan for seasick medication. The sea became rougher, everyone were holding 
onto something solid. Jens delivered the fascinating story about Shackelton’s amazing feat of 
leadership and survival against all odds. 

Later in the afternoon there was a question-and-
answer session with Captain Per and the DAP 
helicopter pilots with interesting questions submitted 
by the guests. This gave a great insight into the life 
of these men, with questions like…. ‘have you ever 
had a stowaway’? and ‘who is the most famous 
person you have flown?’ and ‘what drew you to this 
line of work’? and ‘how does a helicopter fly’? 

At the evening briefing and recap, the plan was 
simple. ‘We’re going north’. This was followed by a 

series of informative talks by Pippa on whale song, Bill on paintings of the sea, and Gary on 
penguin divorce rates. By now we were in 3 to 4 meters of swell, which was the biggest we 
had encountered on this trip. As the dreaded Drake Passage made its presence felt, a few 
people skipped dinner and headed off to bed. 

Day 9 – Monday 18 November, At sea, Drake Passage 

08:00 GPS Position: 60°03.0’S / 062°11.4’W 
Wind: W force 8 • Sea: Moderate • Weather: Overcast • Air temperature: 0°C 

 

The morning started with a wake-up call from Expedition Leader Sara. The ship was gently 
rolling, which had given most of us a good night’s sleep. After breakfast, many headed for the 
open decks to take in some fresh air. Caution was required as the decks were a little slippery. 
The wind blew at around 25 knots, and heavy cloud cover produced a little drizzle and mist. 
As the day wore on, the wind and visibility both reduced together. A good selection of seabirds 
was seen from the bridge, including Wandering, Light-mantled Sooty and Black-browed 
Albatrosses, to name but a few. A good number of whale blows were seen during the morning, 
with Humpbacks and Sei whales being positively identified. 
 
There were several excellent lectures throughout the day. Jess was first up with a passionate 



 

talk about the “Importance of Whales in our 
Oceans. Then later in the morning there was a 
fantastic lecture by Wei about “Underwater 
Photography”. This was followed by a visit to the 
lecture room on deck 3 to return our beloved Muck 
boots and helicopter landing cards. Following 
another great lunch, there was time to relax and 
reflect on the extraordinary experiences of this 
voyage. Some slept, some sorted through 
photographs, some chatted with new friends. At 
16:15 Pippa gave a talk in the bar entitled ‘From 
Resources to Research – History of the 
exploitation of Whales’. Then daily recap and dinner followed, bringing the day to an end. 

 
Day 10 – Tuesday 19 November, At sea, Drake Passage & Cape Horn 

08:00 GPS Position: 56°38.6’S / 066°37.0’W 
Wind: N force 7 • Sea: Slight • Weather: Partly cloudy • Air temperature: +7°C 

 

We woke up to find that Ortelius had made 
excellent progress north through the night. 
Conditions had improved considerably with a 
mere 22 knots of wind from the north and a 
gentle swell. With blue skies and sunshine 
above, it was a beautiful day in the Drake 
Passage. The trademark “good morning, 
good morning, good morning” announcement 
from Sara informed us that the outside air 
temperature had risen considerably from 24 
hours prior, confirming that we had re-crossed 
the Antarctic Convergence and returned to a 

more temperate region. The great continent of South America beckoned, and during breakfast 
the feint outline of Cape Horn came into view, still some 40 nautical miles away. Land ho! 
 
After breakfast we started to deal with some of those pre-disembarkation tasks, such as settling 
our shipboard accounts. At 09:15 we were invited to join Sara in the bar for an excellent lecture 
entitled “Marine Threats”. This drew a sizeable and enthusiastic crowd who were keen to hear 
Sara talk about a subject that is very close to her heart. As Ortelius steadily closed the gap to 
Cape Horn, many of us took the opportunity to start packing. 
 
Those who ventured up to the bridge or outer 
decks found that the ship was in company 
with the usual bird life for the region - petrels, 
prions, shearwaters, and of course a variety 
of albatrosses. Any albatross gliding over the 
Southern Ocean is a sight to behold, but the 
masterful and elegant Wandering Albatross 
with its 3.5 metre wingspan left onlookers 
completely awestruck. These are true 
‘marathon birds’, completely at home riding 
the wild winds of the deep south. The 



 

stronger it blows, the happier they seem to be. The love and respect for these incredible birds 
is hard to put into words, especially when we consider the mariner’s legend that every albatross 
carries the soul of a sailor lost at sea. It is truly the bird of good omen for all who work upon 
the oceans of the World. The editor of this expedition log can’t help but once again draw on 
the immortal words of English poet Samuel Taylor-Coleridge (1772-1834), from his epic work 
‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’…… 
 

At length did cross an Albatross, through the fog it came. 
As if it had been a Christian soul, we hailed it in God’s name. 

 
As the morning progressed, Cape 
Horn continued to grow on the 
horizon ahead of the ship. Rather 
appropriately, the wind increased 
as we closed in on ‘The Horn’, and 
the wind speed indicator on the 
Bridge was soon showing a steady 
30 knots with gusts reaching 40. 
Our Chief Helicopter Engineer 
Mario called the Chilean Navy 
Station at Cape Horn by VHF radio, 
and we were granted permission to 

approach to within 3 nautical miles of the infamous landmark. By 12:10 we were as close as 
we could go, and Ortelius made a slow turn to starboard on to an easterly heading. We braved 
the strong winds and ventured out on deck to admire and photograph the mighty Cape Horn. 
Captain Per took the opportunity to hold a Cape Horn raffle on the bridge. The three winners 
all won free drinks on the Captain this evening. Then it was time for lunch. 
 
Ortelius continued to gently pitch and roll her 
way on towards the more sheltered waters of 
the Beagle Channel, as preparations for 
disembarkation quietly progressed below 
decks. At 14:00 expedition guide Bill Smith 
gave a very interesting and thought-
provoking lecture entitled ‘Paintings of the 
Sea - The Meaning of the Sea in Paintings’. 
Then at 16:15 Gary concluded the lecture 
program with his presentation ‘Over-winter 
Life on an Australian Antarctic Station. 
 

At 18:15 we gathered in the bar for a farewell 
drink with Captain Per, and a toast to a 
successful expedition. This was followed by a 
viewing of the expedition slideshow produced by 
expedition guide Jess Owen. This exciting 
reminder of a memorable journey was later 
available for all to save to mobile devices, once 
we had enjoyed our final dinner onboard 
Ortelius. And what a great final dinner it was! 
Before dessert was served, Hotel Manager 

Volodymyr introduced his wonderful, hard-working team. The day closed with the welcome 



 

sensation of a motionless deck beneath our feet, as the land on both sides of the Beagle 
Channel closed in around us. Many went out on deck after dinner to take in the dramatic 
scenery and enjoy a spectacular sunset. While out on deck watching the sun go down, we saw 
the Argentinian pilot boat come alongside and deliver the pilot that would guide us up the 
Beagle Channel to Ushuaia. There was an air of excitement around the ship. The voyage was 
almost over, and soon we would embark on the next leg of our individual adventures. 
 
Day 11 – Wednesday 20 November, Ushuaia, disembarkation day 

08:00 GPS Position: 54°48.6’S / 068°17.8’W 
Wind: W force 2 • Sea: Calm • Weather: Clear • Air temperature: +12°C 

 
We docked in Ushuaia just after 02:30. Ortelius had successfully completed her first Antarctic 
voyage for the 2024/25 season! We woke up to a bright, calm, clear morning in Ushuaia, with 
the surrounding mountains bathed in soft early morning light. The crew and Expedition Team 
handled all the luggage and placed it on the dock, while we enjoyed one last buffet breakfast. 
At 08:30 it was time for disembarkation. The voyage was over, and it was time to go our 
separate ways. Fond farewells were exchanged on the dock, as our band of intrepid 
adventurers dispersed and began the long journey home. 
 

Total distance sailed on our voyage: 1,738 nautical miles. 
Southernmost position: 64°29.515’ S / 057°26.175’ W (Snow Hill colony). 

On behalf of Oceanwide Expeditions, Captain Per Andersson, Expedition Leader Sara 
Jenner, Hotel Manager Volodymyr Cherednychenko and all the crew and staff of M/V 
Ortelius, it has been a pleasure travelling with you. 

Your Oceanwide Expeditions Team. 
Standing L-R: Phillip, Allan, Gary, Wei, Jens, Bill. 

Kneeling L-R: Dr. Susan, Pippa, Sara, Jess. 



 

 

Thank you from your DAP Helicopters team. 
L-R: Marcelo (Pilot - Quebec), Cazely (Engineer), Julio (Chief Pilot - Tango), 

Mario (Chief Engineer), Marcelo (Pilot - Sierra), Fernando (Engineer). 
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Species list: Breeding & Common Birds/Marine Mammals of Antarctica and the Drake Passage 

Breeding birds 
English Latin  10/11 11/11 12/11 13/11 14/11 15/11 16/11 17/11 18/11 19/11 20/11 
Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri          X         
Adelie Penguin Pygoscelis adeliae        X  X X   X     
Gentoo Penguin Pygoscelis papua papua        X  X X  X X     
Chinstrap Penguin Pygoscelis antarctica        X     X X     
Macaroni Penguin Eudyptes chrysolophus            
Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans  X        X  
Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora            
Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris X X       X X  
Grey-Headed Albatross Diomedea chrysostoma            
Light Mantled Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata  X X      X   
Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus  X X  X   X X  X  X X X X   
Northern Giant Petrel Macronectes halli            
White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis   X          
Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides   X X          X X   
Cape Petrel (Pintado)  Daption capensis    X          X X X X   
Antarctic Petrel Thalassoica antarctica            X  X X    
Snow Petrel Pagodroma nivea       X   X X  X      
Soft-plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mollis            
Blue Petrel Halobaena caerulea  X X      X X  
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus                    
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta tropica    X               
Common Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides urinatrix  X          
Antarctic Prion Pachyptila desolata  X X       X  
Antarctic Shag Phalacrocorax bransfieldensis       X X    
Snowy Sheathbill Chionis alba     X        X X     
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus  X   X X  X  X  X X  X   
Dolphin Gull  Leucophaeus scoresbii  X                 
Antarctic Tern Sterna vittata     X X X X    
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea              X     
South American Tern Sterna hirundacea X           
South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki             



  10/11 11/11 12/11 13/11 14/11 15/11 16/11 17/11 18/11 19/11 20/11 
Brown Skua Catharacta lonnbergi       X X  X  X  X X     
Chilean Skua Catharacta chilensis X           
             

 
 
Marine Mammals 
 
             
  10/11 11/11 12/11 13/11 14/11 15/11 16/11 17/11 18/11 19/11 20/11 

Antarctic Minke Whale Balaenoptera bonaerensis            
Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae            2 2 6,1,1   
Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus    1             
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus    5             
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis              2   
Killer Whale (Orca) Orcinus orca                 
Hourglass Dolphin Lagenorhynchus cruciger                 
Peale’s Dolphin Lagenorhynchus australis                 
Dusky Dolphin Lagenorhynchus obscurus            
Commerson’s Dolphin Cephalorhynchus commersonii                 
Crabeater Seal Lobodon carcinophaga    X        
Weddell Seal Leptonychotes weddellii       X X    
Leopard Seal Hydrurga leptonyx            
Southern Elephant Seal Mirounga leonina                 
Southern Sea Lion Otaria flavescens                 
Antarctic Fur Seal Arctocephalus gazella            
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             



Sara Jenner – Expedition Leader 
 

For as long as Sara could remember 
she has had a passion for travel and 
searching for the wildest and most 
remote places on earth.  
 
Back in the UK when she was only 10, 
she remembers trading in her favourite 
pink bicycle for the money to start her 
travel fund. Every birthday and 
Christmas she added a little more in the 
kitty and finally, at 18 she realised her 
dream of diving at the Great Barrier 
Reef! At that point the travel addiction 
was born. Ever since Sara has been 
travelling the globe in search of wild and 
remote places and has spent many 

months volunteering on wildlife conservation projects in a bid to help some 
of our most iconic and endangered species.  
 
Sara’s love of wildlife and the great outdoors has taken her to all seven 
continents, and she has travelled extensively in the polar regions including 
the Antarctic Peninsula, Weddell Sea, Ross Sea, Falklands, South 
Georgia, NZ and Australian Sub Antarctic Islands, Spitsbergen, 
Greenland, Iceland, Baffin Island and Canadian High Arctic. Returning to 
the UK, Sara used this knowledge to work in the travel industry as a polar 
specialist for several years, until the travel bug hit again, when she 
decided to swap life on the land for a life at sea and joined the Oceanwide 
Expedition Team in 2016. 
 
During 2020-2021 she worked extensively on a leopard seal identification 
project and took the opportunity to fulfil a lifetime dream of visiting South 
Georgia in winter by working on the M/V Pharos, which is deployed by the 
South Georgia Government as a fishery patrol vessel.  
 
Sara is a keen wildlife photographer and when she is not wrapped up 
warm in the polar regions she enjoys working as a photographic guide in 
Botswana, on the beautiful Chobe River and Okavango Delta, so really 
has a life of two halves. 



Pippa Low – Assistant Expedition Leader 
 

Pippa has worked as a marine guide and skipper 
for 15 years, primarily in Scotland, Australia, 
New Zealand and the polar regions. A marine 
scientist specialising in marine mammal 
research and conservation, she splits her time 
between the hemispheres and loves showing 
the public the marine world and all it has to 
offer. 
 
Growing up on the coast of the incredible 
Moray Firth sparked a love for the marine world 
and its inhabitants. Spending every spare 
minute in, on or under the water; professional 
life reflected this love from a young age, 
becoming an instructor in various marine 

disciplines and going on to study Marine biology at university in Scotland, then 
later, Australia. 
 
Upon completion of her degree, Pippa has worked as a marine mammal observer, 
scientific diver and research assistant on various research projects; including photo 
ID, migration, distribution and behavioural studies on a range of marine mammals. 
She has developed a keen interest in marine mammal conservation through 
outreach and research. 
 
After working in the Ross Sea region of Antarctica as a research assistant, she fell 
in love with Antarctica. Pippa now works as a full-time guide and Expedition Leader 
in both the Arctic and Antarctica. In-between seasons, she still finds time to work 
on research projects – most recently completing a master’s research degree 
specialising in Humpback Whale physiology. 
 



Jess Owen - Expedition Guide 

 
Jess is from the South East of England 
and lives on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. 
Since graduating from a degree in 
Wildlife and Media, Jess has been 
working in environmental research and 
education roles with wildlife 
conservation charities in the UK, with a 
focus on marine mammals and birds. 
Jess is a passionate science 
communicator, wildlife guide, and 
nature enthusiast. She has delivered 
lectures, workshops, tours, school 
lessons, and training courses to a wide 
variety of audiences on subjects such 
as birds, insects, marine mammals, 
marine and terrestrial conservation, 

citizen science, and gardening for wildlife. She is particularly passionate 
about citizen science and helping inspire people to become connected to 
their local wildlife and active in its conservation.  
 
Jess now specialises in whales, dolphins, and porpoises, having worked 
as a marine mammal surveyor and whale watching guide since 2015. This 
work has taken her to the Bay of Biscay, the West Coast of Scotland, the 
Southern Ocean, the Falkland Islands, and the Antarctic Peninsula and 
she is very excited to be returning to Antarctica this season.  
 
When she is not out at sea, Jess spends her time gardening, reading, 
making films, snorkelling, and bird watching, and loves to spend time with 
her nieces and nephew.  
 
 
 



Wei Deng – Expedition staff 

 
Wei Deng was born and raised in 
Guangzhou, China. She graduated from 
the University of Bonn with a master 
degree in Economics. During her studies 
in Germany, she backpacked in Europe 
a lot and has been hooked on travel ever 
since.  
Wei’s passion for nature and outdoor 
adventure urged her to quit her 
consultant job in 2011. She loves diving 
and taking pictures. This got her to 
become an underwater photographer. 
She has been leading diving trips all 
over the world since 2012. Her 
underwater photos are featured in 
magazines and newspapers in China 

and the US. She has over 1800 logged dives under her belt, is also a PADI 
dive master. 
In 2017 she started to work in Antarctica as an expedition guide. Polar 
region instantaneously became her favorite place besides underwater 
world. She now works all over the world on various expedition ships and 
is particularly passionate about everything in the ocean. Wei’s previous 
travel, dive and work experiences have taken her to all 7 continents, over 
60 countries. She is adventurous and always eager to increase 
everyone’s understanding of the natural environment, especially, to 
promote marine conservation. 
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Gary Miller – Expedition Guide 

 
Gary’s love of the polar regions began 
over 40 years ago when he studied polar 
bears in Canada for his MA in Zoology. 
He started by following an academic 
career as a scientist studying wildlife. 
During that time he also worked on 
bowhead whales and gray whales in 
Alaska and Mexico and then a 3-year 
study of desert bighorn sheep in Arizona 
for his PhD in Behavioral Ecology in 
1986. After that his life took a dramatic 
turn to the south when he began 
research on Antarctic penguins and 
skuas. He immediately fell in love with 
the Antarctic and has continued to work 
there for his career. Starting with 6 

summers of research on Ross Island, deep in the Ross Sea, he has 
logged 10 summers and one winter at research stations studying South 
Polar Skuas, Adelie, Gentoo, Chinstrap, Royal, King, and Emperor 
penguins. Gary has tremendous experience with Emperors having spent 
an entire winter studying the emperor penguins at Auster colony in East 
Antarctica.  
 
For the past 30  years, Gary has split his time between research 
expeditions and ship-based tours to the polar regions. He enjoys sharing 
his knowledge, enthusiasm and experience with passengers from all over 
the world. In his many years he has circumnavigated Antarctica, visited a 
wide range of penguin colonies in different parts of Antarctica, and has 
managed to visit 10 different Emperor penguin colonies. Gary is one of 
the most experienced naturalist/guides working today. 
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Bill Smith - Expedition Guide 
 

“Super Bill” as described by his 
colleagues and clients, is a fun-loving 
outdoor pursuits enthusiast, cartoonist 
and former Head of Art and Design 
Education at Ellon Academy 
Aberdeenshire.  
 
Bill joined Oceanwide Expeditions as a 
guide when Plancius was built and over 
the last few years has become addicted 
to the Polar Regions. 
 
He has 58 years’ experience of Art and 
Design Education and Design for 
Industry. Plus 58 years leading and 
instructing a range of outdoor pursuits. 

 
Bill delights in producing humorous cartoon logs of each trip and operates 
as an Artist / Designer / Illustrator / Cartoonist 
 
Aside from his artistic commitments Bill is qualified instructor in a range of 
Royal Yachting Association disciplines including sailing, windsurfing and 
powerboating. He is also a British Canoe Union Open Canoe Instructor 
and British Caving Association Local Cave leader. He is a safety expert in 
these fields. 
 
During the winter at home Bill is a National Patroller for the British 
Association of Ski Patrollers and in addition is a member of Member of the 
Federation Internationale de Patrolles De Ski. 
 
As Bill lives in the North-west of Scotland he is President of Lochinver 
Highland Games Committee and former Chieftain Assynt Highland 
Games. 
 
Bill is an Honorary Member Assynt Crofters Trust and recently awarded  
Honorary Lifetime Guardian of Island of South Georgia. 
 
 



 Jens Binderup – Expedition Guide  

 
Born on a farm in central Denmark, later 
working as an air traffic controller in 
Copenhagen for many years, now living 
near the coastline on the countryside 
south of the capital. 
 
A keen interest in wildlife has been a 
lifelong companion, and the majority of 
travelling through the years has been to 
all 7 continents, where animal life- and 
behaviour was the main focus. 
Whether it was swimming with the orcas 
in northern Norway, dogsledding in 
Finland, experiencing the abundance of 
wildlife in southern Africa or enjoying the 
magnificence of landscapes and animal 

life in the Arctic and Antarctica. 
 
  
Jens is a sociable and talkative person, loving to share all the experiences 
with our guests – and his enthusiasm has made him guiding friends and 
colleagues on several occasions. 
 
He also possesses a deep interest in the polar expeditions – both to the 
Arctic and Antarctic – made by the brave men a hundred years ago, 
exploring the last frontiers by ships, planes, airships and dogsleds. 
 
When not travelling, spare time is used enjoying the massive migration of 
birds of prey near his home, mountain biking, trekking in the Scandinavian 
wilderness and flying gliders together with all the predatory birds.  
 
Fulfilling a lifelong dream of being an expedition guide, Jens is looking 
forward to his first season in the Antarctic with passion and enthusiasm, 
sharing the magnificent experiences that await all on an expedition cruise.  
 
 
 



Allan White - Expedition Guide 

 
Allan was born and raised in the    Falk-
land Islands. He’s a fifth          generation 
Islander, and a descendant of one of 
the original British colonists in 1840. His 
higher education was completed in 
England, after which he embarked on a 
military career. 
 
He joined the British Army aged 17.  Af-
ter serving in West Germany for two 
years during the Cold War period, he 
completed deployments in Northern Ire-
land, Cyprus as a United Nations 
peace-keeper, and with British Forces 
South Atlantic Islands. He left the Army 
to settle back in the Falklands. 
 

While working as a Port Agent, Allan worked with the late Lars-Eric  Lind-
blad, the inspirational pioneer of the small ship expedition cruising   con-
cept. He encouraged Allan to become a Zodiac driver and go to sea for a 
year. Twenty eight years later, he’s still at it. His voyages have   taken him 
all over the world, with particular focus on the Polar regions. His travel 
experience ranges from 90º North to 76º South.  
 
In the Falklands, Allan and his wife owned and operated their own tourist 
lodge for over a decade. More recently they managed a privately owned 
island, where they were the sole residents for almost 5 years, with   thou-
sands of albatrosses, penguins and seals for neighbours. 
 
Allan is an experienced guide and Zodiac driver, with a keen interest in  
natural history and polar exploration. He lives in the Falklands capital 
Stanley, with his wife Jacqui and their Labrador Bosun. 



Philip Poole – Mountain Guide  

 
Philip is an IFMGA Mountain Guide and 
has enjoyed extensive polar experience 
both in the Antarctic and Arctic. 
 
His first career highlight was working for 
the British Antarctic Survey as a field 
guide for 2 seasons: one supporting 
geological surveys on James Ross 
Island on the north of the Peninsula and 
the other ice core drilling on the Dyer 
Plateau and then hot water drilling on 
King George VI Sound ice shelf. He 
completed a very memorable 1000km 
snowmobile journey between these two 
sites with his scientist, down the 
Antarctic Peninsula. 

 
More recently, Philip completed 17 seasons working in East Greenland 
running ski touring and mountaineering expeditions to some of the 
remotest parts of the continent. He led several first ascents and 3 
successful expeditions to the 3 highest mountains in the Arctic: Gunnbjørn 
Fjeld, Cone and Dome.  Clients enjoyed not only the mountaineering 
achievements but also the shared experience of close living in tents on 
the glaciers. 
 
For 9 years he was Head Snowmobile Guide for a company in East 
Greenland leading a team of drivers on multi-day journeys, over sea ice 
and glaciers, to transport client expeditions to their locations. He was also 
involved in running polar training courses and led an early (possibly the 
first) North - South Liverpool Land traverse on ski.  
 
Philip has also worked for 3 winter seasons in Hokkaido, northern Japan, 
running back country ski programmes, in what some consider to be, the 
best powder skiing in the world. 
 
When not in the mountains, he works for a multi-national management 
training company, where he advises on safety and trains and assesses 
staff for outdoor qualifications. He lives in the Lake District, where he 
enjoys a wide range of outdoor activities, including climbing, caving, 
kayaking and canyoning. 



Susan Eckhardt - Ship’s doctor 

 
Susan is a general physician as well as a 
pediatrician. She has over ten years’ 
experience travelling in the Arctic and 
Antarctic. 
 
She is an instructor for Advanced Life 
support for adults and children and 
teaches this throughout Europe Susan 
did her initial medical studies in Germany, 
Austria and Scotland, where she later 
met her husband. 
 
She has worked in several European 
countries, in big teaching hospitals as 
well remote places relying on limited 
resources. 

 
Currently Susan is working in Switzerland in a hospital as well as a private 
clinic. She has been passionate about conservation issues, Climate 
change and the effect this has on particularly remote fragile ecosystems 
is close to her heart. 
 
The journeys to the polar regions are a stark reminder to her, how 
important it is for people to become more aware of the human impact 
affecting the planet, and how everyone can make some steps to limit this 
impact. 
 
As well as joining Oceanwide journeys, she loves skiing and cycling, 
taking part in several Etap du tours, and other cycle marathons. 
 
Susan is married with three children and her husband feels she has four! 
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Snow Hill - In search of Emperor Penguins  
Welcome on Board! 

 
Date: 10 November 2024  

Day 1 Ushuaia  

 
Please make yourselves at home in your cabins and check you have received all 

your luggage! Tea/coffee is available in the Bar located on Deck 6. 
PLEASE LISTEN FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
15:00+/- Ship safety briefing, in the Lecture Room on Deck 3. Attendance to this 

is MANDATORY. After the briefing the emergency alarm will be sounded, 
and you will need to go back to your cabin and get your life jacket. All 
guests will go to their MUSTER STATION which the Bar on Deck 6. 

 
16:30+/- Please join the Expedition Team and Captain in the Bar on Deck 6 for a 

celebratory toast to the forthcoming voyage. This will be followed by a 
welcome briefing by the Hotel Manager and Expedition Leader to 
orientate you to life on board and explain the plan for the forthcoming 
days. 

 
18:00 Buffet dinner in the Restaurant on Deck 4. 
  
19:30 Please join Sara, the Expedition Leader, in the Bar on Deck 6 for the 

Mandatory IAATO and Zodiac Briefing and to hear more about plans 
for the forthcoming days. Attendance will be checked.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"All things considered there are only two kinds of men in the world; those that stay at 

home and those that do not, the latter are more interesting." - Rudyard Kipling 

Please note that tonight we will be sailing into the open sea. Take your 
seasickness medication before you really feel the movements of the vessel, 

the doctor will be available in the bar after dinner to assist with such 
matters. Make sure that all your belongings are put away safely and that 

doors and drawers in your cabin are tightly closed. Walk slowly on the ship, 
always use one hand for yourself and one for the ship and beware of your 

fingers because of doors slamming! 
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、Snow Hill - In search of Emperor Penguins  
 
Date: 11 November 2024  

Day 2 Drake Passage  

 
07:45  Wake up call. 
 
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
09:30 Gary welcomes you to join him in the Bar for his presentation tilted ‘Ice is 

Nice’. 
 
11:30 Jess invites you to the Bar for a presentation introducing the Cetaceans 

of Antarctica.  
 
12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4. 
 
13:30 You will be called deck by deck down to the Lecture Room on Deck 3 to 

collect your Muck Boots, please bring your thick socks so you can try 
them for size. 

 
16:15 Please join Sara in the Bar for the MANDATORY Helicopter Briefing. 

Attendance will be checked.  
 
18:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for recap, this is a daily event 

where we go through what we have seen during the day and plans for 
tomorrow. 

 
19:00 Plated dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4. 
 

Remember: walk slowly on the ship, never rush. Keep one hand for 
yourself but at least one hand for the ship. Shut all doors firmly and keep 
fingers away from door frames. 

 
 

“One must never be in haste to end a day; there are too few of them in a lifetime”. -
Sir Francis Drake 

 
 

Please remember to sign up at reception for an activity group 
before going to breakfast, the lists will be removed at 09:30. 
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Snow Hill - In search of Emperor Penguins  
 

Date: 12 November 2024  

Day 3 Deception Island  

07:45  Wake up call. 
08:00-09:00 Buffet breakfast will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4. 
 
09:15  Sara welcomes you to the Bar for a lecture about Penguins. 
 

During the morning you will be called to the Bar by your activity group 
number for the MANDATORY Helicopter Drill. We will gather you in 
groups of either 4 or 5 people and escorted to the Heli deck. Please wear 
your Muck boots, waterproof clothing, life jackets, and bags and bring 
your helicopter key card and signed helicopter declaration form. We will 
start with Group 1 and work upwards (1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10). 
Simultaneously, we will also be calling activity groups for the 
MANDATORY IATTO Biosecurity in the Lecture Room, we will start 
with Group 5 and work upwards (5,6,7,8,9,10,1,2,3,4). When called, 
please bring all your outer garments, bags, boots, life jackets etc. that 
you plan to use in Antarctica for the Expedition Staff to check. Please 
ensure everything is clean before proceeding to the Lecture room and 
ensure you sign the self-declaration form once you have approved by the 
Expedition Team. PLEASE LISTERN TO ANNOUCMENTS AND ONLY 
ATTEND EACH ACTIVITY WHEN YOUR GROUP IS CALLED. 

 
13:00-14:00 Buffet lunch will be served in the Restaurant on Deck 4. 

 
16:30+/- We will sail into Deception Island; we encourage you to be on the outside 

decks to enjoy this remarkable navigation. The caldera has a narrow 
entrance, just 230 metres (755 feet) wide, called Neptune’s Bellows. 
Navigating a ship through the bellows can be very tricky, adding to the 
hazard is Ravn Rock, which lies 2.5 metres (8.2 feet) below the water in 
the middle of the channel. Remains of a shipwreck, a Norwegian whale 
catcher that hit Ravn Rock in 1957, can still be seen in the passage. 
 
We hope to take you ashore at Whalers Bay in Deception Island. We 
plan to offer a polar plunge at the end of the activity, please wear your 
swimwear underneath your expedition clothing, we will provide the 
towels, please do not bring the ones from your cabin. 

20:00 Dinner will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4. 
21:15 Please join the Expedition Team in the Bar for daily recap. 
 

“When your feet get cold cover your head” Inuit Proverb 
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Snow Hill - In Search of Emperor Penguins  
 
Date: 13 November 2024  

Day 4 Antarctic Sound  

 
07:45 Wake-up call. 
 
08:00-09:00 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
09:15 Pippa invites you to the Bar for a lecture about Seals of the Southern 

Ocean. 
 
11:15 Join Allan in the Bar for a lecture titled ‘The Swedish Antarctic Expedition; 

1901-03 The Greatest Escape’.  
 

 

An Expedition Day in 
Antarctic Sound. 

 
 
All activities will be dependent on weather and ice conditions so please 
listen to announcements,  
 
 

12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
18:15 Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap!  
 
19:00  Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 

 
“A journey is a person in itself, no two are alike. And all plans, safeguards, policies 

and coercion are fruitless. We find after years of struggle that we do not take a trip, a 
trip takes us.” - John Steinbeck 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 14 November 2024  

Day 5: Snow Hill 

 
07:45  Wake-up call. 
 
08:00-09:00 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 

 
We hope to take you ashore at Snow Hill Island, please listen to 
announcements for exact timings. As you appreciate, helicopter 
operations take a significant time, so please be patient. 

As and when your group is called, please proceed to the Bar, ensuring 
you have your numbered helicopter card with you and clearly visible. 
Please dress warmly, in waterproof clothing and with your Muck boots. 
On arrival in the bar, we will deactivate both canisters in your lifejacket.  

Your allocated time at the colony will be dependent on weather conditions 
and the flight time from the ship to the landing site. 
 
We will be starting with Group 3 and continue in the following order 
(4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 1 and 2). 
 
At the landing site, one person from each flight will be assigned a landing 
card, which will state what time your flight group need to be back at the 
landing site for their return flight to the ship. PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE. 
 
When you return to the ship, please ensure you are swiped back in, and 
your canisters are reactivated in your lifejacket by a member of staff. 
 

12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
18:30  Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap!  
 
19:00  Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 

(ALL TIMINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 

 
“An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered.  An inconvenience is only 

an adventure wrongly considered." - G. K. Chesterton 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 15 November 2024  

Day 6: Weddell Sea 

 
 
07:45   Wake-up call. 
 
08:00-09:00 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
09:15 Please join Gary in the Bar for a lecture about the Life Cycle of Emperor 

Penguins and the research he has done on these charismatic creatures. 
 
11:15 Phillip invites you to join him in the Bar for a presentation titled 

‘Snowmobile journey down the Antarctic Peninsula’ in which he will talk 
about his time living and working in Antarctica. 

 

An Expedition Day in 
the Weddell Sea. 

 
 
All activities will be dependent on weather, ice conditions and wildlife 
sightings, so please listen to announcements.  
 

12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
16:15 Please join Jens in the Bar for a lecture titled to ‘A Race to the South 

Pole’. 
 
18:15  Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap!  
 
19:00  Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
20:15 There will be a screening in the Bar of the animated musical ‘Happy Feet’. 
 

 
“It must be remembered that the men whose desires lead them to the untrodden 
paths of the world have generally marked individuality." - Sir Ernest Shackleton 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 16 November 2024  

Day 7: Yankee Harbour and Half Moon Island 

 
07:15   Wake-up call. 
 
 
07:30-8:30  Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
 
08:45+/- We invite you to the gangway for a landing at Yankee Harbour, a small 

inner harbour on the south-west side of Greenwich Island in the South 
Shetland Islands, which is home to approximately 5,000 nesting Gentoo 
penguins. 

 
 

12:00-13:00 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
 
14:00+/- We hope to take you ashore at Half Moon Island, which is a crescent 

shaped island that lies in the entrance to Moon Bay, between Livingston 
and Greenwich Islands where we plan to visit a Chinstrap penguin colony. 
It's also home to the small Argentinean Station, Cámara. 

  
 
18:00  Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap!  
 
 
18:30 Dinner will be served outside so please dress warmly! 
 
 
 
“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it." - Robert 

Swan OBE 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 17 November 2024 

Day 8: Duroch Islands 

 
06:45   Wake-up call. 
 
07:00-08:00   Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
08:15+/- We hope to take you for a Zodiac cruise around Duroch Islands. 

 
12:00-13:00  A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 

We encourage you to join the Expedition team out on deck and on the 
bridge to look for wildlife as we cross the Bransfield Strait as this is 
typically a good place to see whales. 

 
13:15  Jens invites you to the Bar for a lecture titled ‘Shackleton - South’. 

 
16:15 We invite you to the Bar for a Question-and-Answer session with Captain 

Per and our Pilots and Engineers from DAP. If you have any questions 
you would like to ask them, please place them in the question box by 
15:00. 

 

  
 
18:15  Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap!  
 
 
19:00  Plated dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
 
 
“Anything more wonderful than the polar night does not exist. It is a dream-like sight. 
It is a light poem of all the finest and most delicate tones of the soul.” -Fridtjof Nansen 

 
 

 

Please remember to sign up for trip log on the computer in the 
bar and summit your pictures of Helicopter Operations for the 

photo competition. 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 18 November 2024 

Day 9: Drake Passage 

 
07:45   Wake-up call. 
 
08:00-09:00   Buffet breakfast will be served in the Dining Room on Deck 4. 
 
09:15 Jess invites you to the bar for her lecture about How whales can save 

us – The Importance of whales in our oceans 
 . 
11:15 Wei welcomes you to the bar for her presentation about Underwater 

Photography. 
  
12:15 We will call you deck by deck to the Lecture Room to return your Muck 

boots and your helicopter cards, please listen for announcements. 
 
12:30-13:30 A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
16:15 Pippa invites you to the bar for her presentation titled ‘From Resources 

to Research – History of the exploitation of Whales’.  
 
18:15  Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for recap! There will be some 

important information given about disembarkation, settling accounts etc. 
therefore, we encourage at least one person from each group to attend.   

 
19:00   Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 

 
“You can never cross the ocean until you have the courage to lose sight of the shore” 

- Christoph Columbus 

PLEASE NOTE: Upon arrival in Ushuaia, we will provide free busses to the 
airport for morning flights only, at 09:00 a.m. Please get from Reception a 

Blue luggage tag if you would like this service. For the Guests with afternoon 
flights, we will transfer your luggage to the drop-off center (1163 Av. Maipu), 

and you will need to pick up your luggage before 14:00 hrs. No luggage tag is 
required for this service, you just need to indicate your luggage at the pier and 

ensure the stewadors load it into the truck. For guests who have their own 
transportation or planning to stay in Ushuaia, please wait till the ship is cleared 

by the port agent and you are free to go, no luggage tag is required for this. 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 19 November 2024  

Day 10: Approaching South America 

 
 
07:45  Wake-up call. 
 
08:00-09:00 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 

After breakfast you will be able to settle your accounts at reception, 
please ensure your account is settled before 17:00 at the latest. 

 
09:15 Sara would like you to join her in the Bar for her presentation about Marine 

Threats.  
 
 Before lunch we hope to pass by Cape Horn so encourage you out on 

deck for a better observation of this historic natural landmark..  
 
12:30-13:30  A buffet lunch is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
13:45 We invite you to join Bill in the Bar for a presentation titled ‘Paintings of 

the Sea - The meaning of the sea in Paintings. 
 
16:15 Please join Gary in the Bar for his lecture about Overwinter life on an 

Australian Antarctic Station. 
 .  
18:15 Join the Expedition Staff in the Bar for Captain’s Farewell Cocktails and 

a viewing of the slideshow.  
 

A copy of the voyage slideshow will be available for collection from the 
Bar after dinner, please bring a USB or similar, or we can help airdrop it 
to Apple devices. 

 
19:00  Dinner is served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 

 
“An Antarctic expedition is the worst way to have the best time of your life.” - Apsley 

Cherry-Garrard 
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Weddell Sea - In Search of Emperor Penguins 
 
Date: 20 November 2024  

Day 11: Ushuaia 

 

07:15   Wake-up call.  
 

Please ensure your luggage is outside your room before 07:15am
   

07:30-08:30 Breakfast buffet will be served in the Restaurant, Deck 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
08:30+/-        We invite all guests to disembark.  
 
 
 
From all the Expedition Team and Crew on board the MV Ortelius, we wish you safe 

onward travel, and thank you for sharing this incredible voyage with us. We look 
forward to sailing with you again in the future. 

 
 
 

“It's when you are safe at home that you're having an adventure.  When you're 
having an adventure, you wish you were safe at home." - Thorton Wilder 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Upon arrival in Ushuaia, we will provide free busses 
to the airport for morning flights only, at 09:00 a.m. Please get from 
Reception a Blue luggage tag if you would like this service. For the 
Guests with afternoon flights, we will transfer your luggage to the 

drop-off center (1163 Av. Maipu), and you will need to pick up your 
luggage before 14:00 hrs. No luggage tag is required for this service, 

you just need to indicate your luggage at the pier and ensure the 
stewadors load it into the truck. For guests who have their own 

transportation or planning to stay in Ushuaia, please wait till the ship 
is cleared by the port agent and you are free to go, no luggage tag is 

required for this. 
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	Again, a verse from the Rime of the Ancient Mariner published in 1798 seemed very fitting…
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