
He who hung the earth upon the waters
Is hung upon the cross.

He who is King of the angels
Is arrayed in a crown of thorns.

He who wraps the Heaven in clouds
Is wrapped in the purple of mockery.

He who in Jordan set Adam free
Receives blows upon His face.
The Bridegroom of the Church

Is transfixed with nails.
The Son of the virgin

Is pierced with a spear.

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the 
elders, the teachers of the law and the whole 
Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led 
Him away and handed Him over to Pilate.

“Are you the King of the Jews?” asked Pilate.

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

The chief priests accused  Him of many things. So 
again Pilate asked Him, “Aren’t You going to answer? 
See how many things they are accusing You of.”

But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a 
prisoner whom the people requested. A man called 
Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who 
had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came 
up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.

“Do you want me to release to you the King of the 
Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it was out of self-interest 
that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate 
release Barabbas instead.

“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the King of 
the Jews?” Pilate asked them.

“Crucify Him!” they shouted.

“Why? What crime has He committed?” asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify Him!”

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas 
to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed Him over 
to be crucified. 

- Mark 15:1-15

REFLECT
He was oppressed and a�icted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before His shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth.

Betrayal



The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the 
Praetorium) and called together the whole company of 
soldiers. They put a purple robe on Him, then twisted 
together a crown of thorns and set it on Him. And they 
began to call out to Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Again 
and again they struck Him on the head with a sta� and 

spit on Him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage 
to Him. And when they had mocked Him, they took o� 
the purple robe and put His own clothes on Him. Then 
they led Him out to crucify Him. 

- Mark 15:16-20

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
(which means “the place of the skull”). Then they 
o�ered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take 
it. And they crucified Him. Dividing up His clothes, they 
cast lots to see what each would get.

It was nine in the morning when they crucified Him. The 
written notice of the charge against Him read: the King 
of the Jews.

They crucified two rebels with Him, one on His right 
and one on His left. Those who passed by hurled 
insults at Him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You 
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, come down from the cross and save 
Yourself!” In the same way the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law mocked Him among themselves. 
“He saved others,” they said, “but He can’t save 
Himself! Let this Messiah, this King of Israel, come 
down now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe.” Those crucified with Him also heaped insults 
on Him.

- Mark 15:22-32

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
(which means “My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?”).

When some of those standing near heard this, they 
said, “Listen, He’s calling Elijah.”

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it 
on a sta�, and o�ered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave 
Him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take Him down,” 
he said. 

- Mark 15:33-36

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, He bowed His head and gave up 
His spirit. 

- John 19:30 

REFLECT
Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by 
Him, and a�icted.

REFLECT
But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon Him, and by His wounds, we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray. Each of us has 
turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on us the iniquity of us all.

REFLECT
By oppression and judgment we were taken away. For the transgressions of my people, He was stricken. He was 
assigned a grave with the wicked, though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.



Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day 
was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish lead-
ers did not want the bodies left on the crosses during 
the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken 
and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore 
came and broke the legs of the first man who had been 
crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But 
when they came to Jesus and found that He was 
already dead, they did not break His legs. Instead, one 
of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bring-
ing a sudden flow of blood and water. 

- John 19:31-34

At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one 
had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 

- John 19:41-42

“He humbled Himself to the accursed death 
of the cross. There were no lower depths 
possible, for the cross bespeaks the whole 
curse of God upon sin. It is humiliation 
inimitable, unrepeated, unrepeatable.”

- John Murray

“Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die;
Another’s life, another’s death,
I stake my whole eternity.”

- Horatius Bonar

REFLECT

Reflect upon these questions or discuss them with a friend or family member:

 1. What is the greatest sacrifice a friend, family member or anyone has ever made for you? Or, what is the 
best example of forgiveness and grace that you have ever heard about or personally experienced 
from human beings?

 2. What might the crucifixion tell us about God and about human beings?
 3. How does it make you feel to hear that “for the joy set before Him, Jesus endured the su�ering of the 

cross,” when you realize that part of that joy was your being set free from sin, and death, and given 
life now and for eternity.

 4. Read this text: Colossians 2: 13-15 "You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful 
nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for He forgave all our sins. He 
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, 
He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by His victory over them on 
the cross.” What did Jesus’ death on the cross accomplish for you according to this passage of 
scripture?

 5. Spend some time in prayer with thanksgiving that Jesus took upon Himself your sin, your own 
personal contribution to the brokenness of this world and that when He said from the cross, “it is 
finished,” He meant it.



The Crucifixion
You were one with the Father.

Then the Father turned His back on You.
You felt forsaken,

Hanging there between Heaven’s thunder
And the dank spittle of earth.

For that moment You belonged nowhere.
You were love, cut o� from love;

Truth nailed down by lies.
You must have wanted to explode, to disintegrate,

To disappear into a void.
But that was forbidden.
And that was the test.

Your blood burst through Your skin
And ran down like sweat.

Your sweat ran cold
And drained into Your heart.

The universe caught hold of Your pain.
The sun went blind with grief.
The earth shivered in shock.

History was torn in two.

I stood at a distance,
My collar turned up,

Like a murderer witnessing
A wrongful arrest.

- Steve Turner


