
“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’

In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do 
this, whenever you drink, in remembrance of Me.’

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”

- 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the 
Passover, was approaching, and the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law were looking for some way to 
get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. Then 
Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 
And Judas went to the chief priests and the o�cers of 
the temple guard and discussed with them how he 
might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to 
give him money. He consented, and watched for an 
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd 
was present.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the 
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter 
and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 
eat the Passover.”

“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.

He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he 
enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher 
asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large 
room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.”

They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. 
So they prepared the Passover.

- Luke 22:1-13 

READ



It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that 
the hour had come for Him to leave this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved His own who were in the 
world, He loved them to the end.

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had 
already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to 
betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under His power, and that He had come from 
God and was returning to God; so He got up from the 
meal, took o� His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around His waist. After that, He poured water into a 
basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around Him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are 
you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part 
with Me.”

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!”

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need 
only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And 
you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he 
knew who was going to betray Him, and that was why 
He said not every one was clean.

When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His 
clothes and returned to His place. “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?” He asked them. “You call Me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them.

- John 13:1-17

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table 
with the Twelve. And while they were eating, He said, 
“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”

They were very sad and began to say to Him one after 
the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped His hand into 
the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go 
just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been born.”

Then Judas, the one who would betray Him, said, 
“Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

Then He took a cup, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink from 
this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.”

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

- Matthew 26:20-30

Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and He said to them, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee along with Him, and He began to be sorrowful 
and troubled. Then He said to them, “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay 
here and keep watch with Me.”

Going a little farther, He fell with His face to the ground 
and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 
taken from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will.”

Then He returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with Me for 
one hour?” He asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.”

- Matthew 26:36-41



While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, 
arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords 
and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of 
the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal 
with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest Him.” Going 
at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed Him.

Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and 
arrested Him. With that, one of Jesus’ companions 
reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant 
of the high priest, cutting o� his ear.

“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for 
all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Do you 
think I cannot call on my Father, and He will at once put 
at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But 
how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen in this way?”

In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a 
rebellion, that you have come out with swords and 
clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts 
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all 
taken place that the writings of the prophets might be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted Him and fled. 

- Matthew 26:47-56

“Who has believed our message and to whom has the 
arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up before him 
like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He 
had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in 
His appearance that we should desire Him. He was 
despised and rejected by mankind, a Man of su�ering, 
and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide 
their faces He was despised, and we held Him in low 
esteem.

Surely He took up our pain and bore our su�ering, yet 
we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, 

and a�icted. But He was pierced for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we 
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed and a�icted, yet He did not open 
His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He did not 
open his mouth.”

- Isaiah 53:1-7

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...”
- Romans 3:23 

“For the wages of sin is death...”
- Romans 6:23

“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
- Hebrews 9:22

“When the LORD goes through the land to strike down 
the Egyptians, He will see the blood on the top and 
sides of the door-frame and will pass over that doorway, 
and He will not permit the destroyer to enter your 
houses and strike you down.”

- Exodus 12:23

REFLECT

The blood of a lamb marked the door-posts of the Israelites on the night they were delivered 
from slavery in Egypt.  Those who trusted in the God Who Saves displayed this gory sign on 
their door-frames, and death passed over them as God had promised.

In accordance with the Law given to Moses, for centuries the blood of their livestock was 
spilled on the altar.  The people trusted God’s promise that He would continue to pass over 
those who entrusted themselves to His mercy.  Each Passover, they would remember the 
blood in Egypt, and on that annual event would again bring their lambs to be sacrificed.



But it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 
- Hebrews 10:4 

This measure was only a temporary covering for the sin that separates man from God.

Before the world was formed, God’s plan to redeem His creation from the devastating 
e�ects of sin was established.

The LORD spoke through the prophets of a future time when He would come again 
Himself to deliver all mankind from sin.

The incarnate Jesus, God in human flesh, heralded the reality of this promise.

When John the Baptist said “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
he was speaking about the mission of Jesus as the final and complete sacrifice for sin.

On the night on which He was betrayed, Jesus shared the passover meal with His disci-
ples.  They had done this many times before, but this time was di�erent. Jesus applied 
the elements of the meal to His own imminent death: “This bread broken is My body, this 
wine poured out is My blood. Share in this meal with Me!”

…And later that day, as His blood darkened the vertical and horizontal of the cross, the 
temporary sacrifices found their perfect and complete fulfillment in Him so that all who 
trusted in His blood would receive life. Death would pass over them.

This life is freely available to all who recognize that they need a Savior. Who recognize 
that they have sinned, and who ask God to apply Christ’s work on the cross to them 
personally.

REFLECT


