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Stylistic Inversion in Spanish 
In Spanish, much like in English, it's possible to change the standard word order of a sentence. This isn't 
always a mistake! Often, it's a deliberate technique, known as stylistic inversion (inversión estilística). This 
technique serves to highlight certain elements, lending a sentence a more formal, literary, or rhetorical 
tone. Think of it as shining a spotlight on a particular part of your statement! 

The standard word order in Spanish is often Subject + Verb + Object (SVO). Inversion involves departing 
from this rule, for example, by placing the verb before the subject (VSO) or moving an object to the 
beginning of the sentence. This is particularly noticeable in written language, poetry, formal speeches, or 
academic texts, but also in everyday speech when you wish to add emphasis.

[Emphasised Element] + [Verb] + [Subject/Rest of Sentence]

After adverbs or adverbial phrases at the beginning of a sentence, e.g., Aquí vive el espíritu. (Instead 
of: El espíritu vive aquí.)
When a direct or indirect object (or other complement) is moved to the beginning, e.g., Mucha 
importancia tiene esta decisión. (Instead of: Esta decisión tiene mucha importancia.)
For strong emphasis on the verb or subject, e.g., Llegaron tarde los invitados. (Instead of: Los 
invitados llegaron tarde.)
In negative sentences with expressions like ni una palabra, jamás, nunca at the beginning of the 
sentence.
In literary and poetic language to achieve a specific rhythm and aesthetic effect.

Difícil es la tarea que nos han encomendado.
Difficult is the task we have been assigned.

Nunca había visto yo un espectáculo igual.
Never had I seen such a spectacle.

Standard Word Order (SVO) Stylistic Inversion Effect

El libro está sobre la mesa. Sobre la mesa está el libro. Emphasises location

Los invitados llegaron tarde. Tarde llegaron los invitados. Emphasises circumstance/
action

Ella no dijo ni una palabra. Ni una palabra dijo ella. Strong negation

Watch out! Not every change in word order constitutes stylistic inversion! In Spanish, the V-S (verb-
subject) order is natural in questions (e.g., ¿Qué dijo Juan?) and is not considered a stylistic device. We 
use stylistic inversion when we want to achieve an additional effect, and the standard word order would 
also be grammatically correct. Avoid overusing it in casual, informal communication to prevent sounding 
overly formal or pretentious. 
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Tip: Think of inversion as a 'spotlight' or a 'magnifying glass'. What do you want the listener or reader to 
notice first and focus their attention on? Place that element at the beginning of the sentence, and the verb 
will often follow, with the subject coming after. It's a powerful way to direct attention! 

Solo entonces comprendí yo la verdad.
Solo entonces yo comprendí la verdad.
After the expression 'solo entonces' (only then) for strong emphasis, the inversion of the verb and subject is often used. The 
subject ('yo') is placed after the verb ('comprendí').

Mastering stylistic inversion is a hallmark of advanced Spanish proficiency. It allows you to enrich your 
expression and convey your intentions with greater precision. Practice regularly, and you'll quickly notice 
how your sentences become more elegant and impactful! ¡A practicar! 

Part 1 — Choose the correct word
Circle the option that correctly fills each gap.

1.  Junto al río __________ toda la noche.
The travellers remained by the river all night.

A)  permanecen los viajeros        B)  permanecerán los viajeros        C)  permanecieron los viajeros        
D)  permanecerían los viajeros

2.  Ni el menor interés __________ por nuestra propuesta.
The director showed not the slightest interest in our proposal.

A)  mostraría el director        B)  mostró el director        C)  mostrará el director        D)  el director mostró

3.  Gran revuelo __________ en el pueblo.
The news caused a great stir in the town.

A)  la noticia causó        B)  causaría la noticia        C)  causó la noticia        D)  causará la noticia

4.  Poca información __________ de la investigación.
The police obtained little information from the investigation.

A)  obtendría la policía        B)  obtuvo la policía        C)  obtendrá la policía        D)  la policía obtuvo

5.  Apenas __________, comenzó la música.
No sooner had the guests arrived than the music started.

A)  llegarían los invitados        B)  llegarán los invitados        C)  llegan los invitados        D)  llegaron los 
invitados

6.  Nunca más __________ tal belleza.
Never again will my eyes see such beauty.

A)  veían mis ojos        B)  han visto mis ojos        C)  verán mis ojos        D)  verían mis ojos

7.  Mucha atención __________.
This delicate matter requires a lot of attention.

A)  este delicado asunto requiere        B)  requerirá este delicado asunto        C)  requiere este delicado 
asunto        D)  requeriría este delicado asunto

8.  Importante __________ la evidencia presentada.
The jury considered the presented evidence important.

A)  consideró el jurado        B)  consideraría el jurado        C)  considerará el jurado        D)  el jurado 
consideró
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Part 2 — Fill in the gap
Write the missing word or phrase on the line.

1.  De fuentes fiables __________.
This information comes from reliable sources.

2.  A los socios __________ el informe.
The chairman delivered the report to the board members.

3.  Mucha importancia __________ para todos.
This decision has great importance for everyone.

4.  En la cima __________ la señal.
At the top, he was waiting for the signal.

5.  Claramente __________ el difícil concepto.
The teacher explained the difficult concept clearly.

6.  Mucho __________ de su partida.
The silence said a lot about his departure.

Part 3 — Translate
Write each word in Spanish on the line.

1.  offer  ›  __________

2.  happen  ›  __________

3.  emerge  ›  __________

4.  to think  ›  __________

5.  to mean  ›  __________

6.  to contain  ›  __________

Part 4 — Match the pairs
Write the letter of the matching translation next to each term.

Term Translation

1. hallar A to know

2. residir B to consider

3. sentir C to discover

4. ocasionar D feel

5. conocer E to cause

6. considerar F tell

7. contar G to reside

8. haber H to have
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Answer Key

Part 1 — Choose the correct word
1. C)  permanecieron los viajeros
2. B)  mostró el director
3. C)  causó la noticia
4. B)  obtuvo la policía

5. D)  llegaron los invitados
6. C)  verán mis ojos
7. C)  requiere este delicado asunto
8. A)  consideró el jurado

Part 2 — Fill in the gap
1. proviene esta información
2. entregó el presidente
3. tiene esta decisión

4. estaba él esperando
5. explicó el profesor
6. dijo el silencio

Part 3 — Translate
1. ofrecer
2. ocurrir
3. surgir

4. pensar
5. significar
6. contener

Part 4 — Match the pairs
1. C  (to discover)
2. G  (to reside)
3. D  (feel)
4. E  (to cause)

5. A  (to know)
6. B  (to consider)
7. F  (tell)
8. H  (to have)
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