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The Personal 'a' with Direct Objects (Advanced Cases)
In Spanish, much like in many other languages, the direct object is an integral part of a sentence. 
However, when this direct object refers to a specific person, a pet, or a personified entity, we use the 
special preposition 'a' before it. This is known as the 'personal a'.

While in English we don't directly translate this 'a' (often relying on word order or different prepositions 
instead), its presence in Spanish is crucial for grammatical correctness and clarity. At a C1 level, you'll 
encounter more complex situations where the use or omission of 'a' significantly impacts meaning.

Verb + a + Personal Direct Object

Always with specific, identified people: Regardless of whether it's a proper name or a definite noun 
(e.g., mi hermano, la presidenta).
With pets or animals we treat like people (e.g., mi perro).
With indefinite pronouns referring to people (alguien, nadie, quienquiera).
With collective nouns when they refer to a specific group of people (e.g., la gente, el equipo).
With personified entities (e.g., la naturaleza, la libertad, la historia, when treated as people).
With verbs expressing feelings, perception, or communication when referring to people (e.g., amar, 
odiar, respetar, escuchar, ver, conocer, llamar, invitar, esperar).

Conocí a la nueva directora en la reunión.
I met the new director at the meeting.

Watch out for common pitfalls! A frequent mistake is either omitting 'a' where it's required or using it when 
it's unnecessary. The key is to distinguish whether the object is a specific person/entity or a general 
category or thing.

After the verb tener when it means possession (e.g., Tengo dos hermanos – I have two brothers).
When the object is not a specific, identified person, but a general category or a hypothetical person 
(e.g., Busco un médico – I'm looking for a doctor (any doctor)).
After the verb haber when it means “there is/are” (e.g., Hay mucha gente – There are a lot of people).
When the person is a predicate nominative after the verbs ser or estar (e.g., Ella es mi hermana – She 
is my sister).

Busco a mi hermana
Busco mi hermana
We use 'a' when we are looking for a specific person.

Necesito un programador cualificado.
I need a qualified programmer (any qualified programmer).

Remember: If the direct object is SOMEONE SPECIFIC (a person, pet, or personified entity), then we put 'a' 
before it! If it's SOMETHING or SOMEONE GENERAL, then we omit 'a'. Think of it like asking: Whom? vs. 
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What?

Practice makes perfect! The more you practise, the more intuitive the use of the 'personal a' will become 
for you. Good luck with your continued learning! 

Part 1 — Choose the correct word
Circle the option that correctly fills each gap.

1.  Quieren contratar __________ que tengan experiencia en publicidad.
They want to hire graphic designers who have experience in advertising.

A)  diseñadores gráficos        B)  a diseñadores gráficos        C)  de diseñadores gráficos        D)  en 
diseñadores gráficos

2.  Conocí __________ en la conferencia.
I met the president at the conference.

A)  de la presidenta        B)  a la presidenta        C)  la presidenta        D)  con la presidenta

3.  Contó una historia __________ antes de dormir.
He told the children a story before bed.

A)  a los niños        B)  de los niños        C)  en los niños        D)  los niños

4.  Conocí __________ a quien le diste el libro.
I met the person you gave the book to.

A)  a la persona        B)  la persona        C)  en la persona        D)  de la persona

5.  Siempre consultaba __________ antes de tomar decisiones.
He always consulted his mentor before making a decision.

A)  en su mentor        B)  de su mentor        C)  su mentor        D)  a su mentor

6.  Debemos cuidar __________ de nuestra comunidad.
We must take care of the elderly people in our community.

A)  con los ancianos        B)  a los ancianos        C)  en los ancianos        D)  los ancianos

7.  Los estudiantes __________ enseñó le agradecieron.
The students whom he taught thanked him.

A)  en quienes        B)  de quienes        C)  quienes        D)  a quienes

8.  Tenemos __________ y una vida muy ajetreada.
We have five children and a very busy life.

A)  a cinco hijos        B)  cinco hijos        C)  en cinco hijos        D)  de cinco hijos

Part 2 — Fill in the gap
Write the missing word or phrase on the line.

1.  Contrataron __________ de ventas: se llama Luis y empieza el lunes.
They hired a new sales manager: his name is Luis and he starts on Monday.

2.  Siempre visita __________ a quienes aprecia.
He always visits friends whom he values.

3.  No se puede odiar __________ sin motivo.
You cannot hate a person without a reason.

Palabrify

palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a Page 2 / 4

https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a
https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a
https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a
https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a
https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a
https://palabrify.com/spanish/grammar/c1/personal-a


4.  Conozco __________ que puede resolver esto.
I know an expert who can solve this.

5.  Recompensaron __________ trabajaron duro.
They rewarded those who worked hard.

6.  Busco __________, se ha perdido.
I'm looking for my dog, he got lost.

Part 3 — Translate
Write each word in Spanish on the line.

1.  more teachers  ›  __________

2.  my parents  ›  __________

3.  friends  ›  __________

4.  a person  ›  __________

5.  his teacher  ›  __________

6.  whom  ›  __________

Part 4 — Match the pairs
Write the letter of the matching translation next to each term.

Term Translation

1. a sus rivales A young people

2. a la multitud B everyone present

3. a su profesor C my parents

4. su destino D his lawyer

5. a los jóvenes E their rivals

6. a su abogado F their destiny

7. mis padres G his teacher

8. a todos los presentes H the crowd
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Answer Key

Part 1 — Choose the correct word
1. A)  diseñadores gráficos
2. B)  a la presidenta
3. A)  a los niños
4. A)  a la persona

5. D)  a su mentor
6. B)  a los ancianos
7. D)  a quienes
8. B)  cinco hijos

Part 2 — Fill in the gap
1. a un nuevo gerente
2. a los amigos
3. a una persona

4. a un experto
5. a los que
6. a mi perro

Part 3 — Translate
1. más profesores
2. mis padres
3. a los amigos

4. a una persona
5. a su profesor
6. a quienes

Part 4 — Match the pairs
1. E  (their rivals)
2. H  (the crowd)
3. G  (his teacher)
4. F  (their destiny)

5. A  (young people)
6. D  (his lawyer)
7. C  (my parents)
8. B  (everyone present)
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