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FOUR THOUSAND AND ONE

London, December 1952. Four thousand died of the weather. This is the file of the one who did not.
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CASE 0001 - INDEX

Persons Named in the File

THE PEOPLE WHO WORK THE CASE

HARROW, EDITH MAY — the dead woman; a retired bookkeeper
MISS TULL — a death-records clerk

CORRY — a mortuary attendant

NEAME — a retired detective

HARROW, WALTER — Edith's nephew and heir

THE PAPER VALUERS

LOVETT - KEHR - FINCH — dealers in the private papers of the dead

Doctors, officials and solicitors are named by their role when they appear.

FOUR THOUSAND AND ONE — A PALLADIAN CASE HISTORY

Compiled from the society's papers.

Prepared for the shelf, first reading, 2026.

© 2026 The Palladian Society. All rights reserved.

Set in Georgia & Courier. 60 pages.

The Great Smog of December 1952 was real. It killed thousands. The weather

is history; the file is fiction.
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I - THE WEATHER

THE LID

Brought forward.

Friday, the fifth of December. The cold was a week old, and the coal in the
grates was cheap and brown — the good hard coal went abroad to pay for
the war. A million fires were lit by eight.
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By noon the sun was a rumour.
By three, the far side of the street
had gone.

AIR MINISTRY FORECAST

High pressure persisting.
Light winds.
Fog patches, locally dense, slow

to clear.

“Patches.” Hold the word. In this file the
words get smaller as the thing gets
bigger.

London had a word for this
weather, and the word was
old and almost fond. Nobody
thought to be afraid of a pea-
souper.




II - THE WEATHER

NUMBER ELEVEN

In order.

Number eleven, Paget Walk, Finsbury. Miss
Edith Harrow, seventy-one: retired chief
bookkeeper, who had outlived her firm, her
sister and most of her lungs.

One line every evening, in pencil. It had been
enough order for a whole life.

Her rooms were kept the way she had kept
forty years of ledgers: everything entered,

everything squared, nothing owed.

Her chest disliked December. She noted the fact the way she
noted everything — once, without complaint.

Monday, then. Forty years
I kept other people’s books
straight. It seems only
proper to leave one of my
own in order.




IIT - THE WEATHER

THE TRADE

Sundry valuations.

Three men did most of it. None of
of the dead. them advertised.

VALUATION & PROBATE EFFECTS

Schedule of lots
Plate - clocks - pictures
Books, ledgers & private papers:

by appointment. A tidy trade. Frayed edges were trimmed, loose

leaves squared, and value written small in
corners.




IV. THE WEATHER

FIRST NIGHT

Close of business.

By dusk the fog had stopped being weather
and become a place. People stepped into it
two feet from their own doors, and were lost.

HOUSEHOLD LEDGER

Dec 5 — coal * cwt.
Milk. Lamp oil.
Fog very thick.

ody that wee e fog hid everyone equally — which made death very easy to hide.




V . THE WEATHER

THE KNOCK

Nil further.

The offer had been made in November. Her
answer had not changed.

Her lamp went out before ten. It did not come on again.

...the fog, you
understand... wiser to
settle our small matter...
before Monday...

...you had my answer in
November, sir. It has
not improved with the
weather.




VI - THE WEATHER

THE YELLOW DAYS

Days of grace.

Saturday. At Sadler’s Wells they abandoned La
Traviata after the first act. The audience could
no longer see the stage.

The city papered its window-cracks, walked in
front of its own buses, and ran out of two
commodities by Monday: coffins, and flowers.

On Paget Walk the lamps burned early and long. Number eleven kept its own hours now.




VII - THE WEATHER

FOUND

Account closed.

QUILL

The exchange has tried
the house twice, Mr.
Quill. No reply. Miss
Harrow has never once
been late.

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH — FINSBURY

Edith May Harrow
age 71

Date of death 8 Dec 1952 (found)

) Cause Respiratory failure
CONSTABLE’S NOTE 1\ — fog

Duration Four days
8 Dec, 10:40 — 11 Paget Walk.

Occupier E. Harrow found deceased.
Dr. Symes attended 12:15.
No signs of disturbance. Fog. ' Informant -

Certified On view — not attended

in life

Dr. Symes had already signed eleven death certificates that morning, and the morning was young.
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FOUR THOUSAND DIED OF
THE WEATHER.

This is the file of the one who did not.

Officially, Edith Harrow died of the fog, like
thousands that week. This file asks whether that is

true — someone visited her the night her lamp went out.
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VIII - THE COUNT

THE TABLE

Received.

CORRY * FINSBURY MORTUARY

The Finsbury mortuary had been built
for a bad week of an ordinary winter.

COLLEAGUE
Council says

space them two
to a trestle.

CORRY DAYBOOK

Name & address

Willis, G., Moreland St.
morning. I had room

Harrow, E. M., 11
for thirty.

Paget Walk

Carter, A., City Rd.

The council forms wanted numbers. He kept names against every number, unasked. In the war he had carried men
home when a name was sometimes all that came back — the habit stayed.




IX - THE COUNT

THE SERIES

Sampled.

Dr. Shaw came from the hospital on the tenth with a
government letter and one question: what, exactly, had
the fog put into the lungs of London? The series was
anonymous — subjects by mortuary number, findings
by schedule.

==
th\ ai"-. T K.

AIR POLLUTION MORTALITY SERIES

Subject schedule, by mortuary No.

Subj. Airway findings

12 Trachea & bronchi: heavy soot. Catarrh.
13 Heavy soot.

14 Below larynx: clear. Upper airway: trace of soft white fibre.
Sample retained.

15 Heavy soot.

One line in a schedule of forty-one. It waited where paper waits.

|

T

File the schedule with

the borough set, Mr. LN .
’ - Somebody might.
Corry. Nobody will read : X omebody mig

it before spring.
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X - THE COUNT

SOMERSET HOUSE

Entered.

At Somerset House, where every death in England was recorded, the week arrived by the sackful. Registration is a

calm trade: it does not ask. It enters.

Thank you, Mr. Beddoes. Face
up, dates to the left. The dead
are easier to serve in order.

Her work was addition. The difficulty of the
week was that the sums kept being terrible,
and correct.

WEEKLY RETURN OF DEATHS

Administrative County of London
Week ending 13 December 1952
Respiratory causes: multiple of

prior year.




XI - THE COUNT

THE EMPTY COLUMN

Unsupported.

TULL PENCIL LIST

|
Batch 41 — cause “fog”: 62 entries. é
Attended in life 39 -
In hospital 22 §
Neither 1 — No. 3107

To=

Harrow, E.M.

Certified On view; found
fourth day

D g Ve

Informant None

Particulars None

Sixty-one deaths with witnesses to the
dying. One with witnesses only to the

weather.

Checking was not required of her
grade. Checking was what she did
while other people had lunch.

The entry is correct, Mr. Beddoes.
Every rule was followed. That is
what troubles me: there is no
column where I may enter
‘correct and wrong’.

QUERY — CORONER’S OFFICER,
FINSBURY

Re entry 3107: particulars of

verification requested.
— I. Tull, G.R.O.

16



XII - THE COUNT

THE WORD

As stated.

In January the arithmetic reached the
ministries, and the ministries reached for a
smaller word: influenza.

PRELIMINARY VIEW

The excess mortality of December is
attributable in the main to an

epidemic of influenza.

A preliminary view. It was never
finalised. It never needed to be — it
only needed to be quotable.

NEWSPAPER PAGE

Society photograph: “The Ambassador’s Circle at the Winter Reception.”
Influenza explanation below.
The two items share a page.

17



XIII - THE COUNT

THE SERGEANT

Written off.

NEAME °*+ FORMER SCOTLAND YARD SERGEANT

Registry sent a woman’s query
round: one fog death out of four
thousand, ‘particulars of
verification, if you please.’
Reminded me of you, before they
taught you better.

Did anyone answer
her?

Course not. Who answers a
column?

Her query was passed sideways, office to office, ]
and ignored. Cole was still at the Yard. Neame had not been for ye

He had named the wrong man once — early, and in print. The certainty was praised, filed, and wrong. Asking again
cost him his job; the real culprit was never even questioned.

What was the
woman’s name?




XIV - THE COUNT

THE QUERY

Referred back.

RETURNED QUERY — ENTRY 3107

Certification in order under emergency volume arrangements.
No post-mortem was held or required.
No further particulars arise.

— For Coroner’s Officer, Finsbury

Two kinds of paper about the same lungs — one in her registry, one in his mortuary. Nothing in the procedure
required them to meet. Nothing ever had.

Then it can wait
with me.




XV - THE COUNT

TWO FACTS

To be reconciled.

Miss Tull, General
Register Office. I am
verifying particulars for
entry 3107 — Harrow. I
am told there are no
particulars. I have come
to see the absence for
myself.

Corry — sixty
died breathing the fog. What
did this one breathe?

DAYBOOK — CROSS-REFERENCES

Name Series

Price, H. S.11 : =1 CORRY

Willis, G. .13 ¢ 3 | That cloth came away
: white. I remember
white.

Harrow, E. M. .14

Carter, A. .15

Two facts had waited five
weeks in two different books,
three streets apart. Now they
lay on one table — and neither
book had broken a single rule.




XVI - THE COUNT

THE FIRST MEETING

Agreed to differ.

Forty came away
black, Miss Tull.
Hers didn’t.

I must be plain with you, Mr.
Corry. A clear airway is an
observation. It is not an
accusation. The certificate may
yet be right.

Then do the arithmetic.

Very well. One entry, two irregularities, no explanation. I can carry
an open item, Mr. Corry. What I cannot do is close it wrongly.

21



XVI - THE COUNT

THE FIRST MEETING

continued

Finish means: the entry
corrected. They may not
be the same goal, Mr.
Corry. I intend to
discover whether they
are.

TULL — NOTEBOOK

1. Coroner — schedule in hand.
. The house.
. The heir.
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The weather that had hidden everything was gone. What it had hidden was now a matter of paper — and paper was
the trade of both of them.
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XVII - THE DOORS

THE CORONER’S DOOR

Query declined.

H.M. CORONER °* FINSBURY

You are showing me a
research schedule,
madam. Research is
evidence of curiosity, not
of crime.

The certification stands
under the emergency
arrangement — and the
arrangement was
approved by better
committees than mine.

A coroner exists to question a doubtful death. This was the one door that should have opened.
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APPLICATION FOR INQUEST

DECLINED.
Cause of death sufficiently certified

(emergency volume arrangements, Dec. 1952).

He never looked
at line fourteen.

w3 0o

ass | ﬁ,
He looked, Mr. Corry.
Looking is free. Acting costs.
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XVIII - THE DOORS

THE PRESS DOOR

Sub-edited.

The winter’s word is
influenza, son. I don’t choose
the winter’s words — I just
don’t spend them on a dead
One clean pair of lungs in four ' Y ; ; | recluse. Cut it to a filler, and

thousand? That’s a story, Miss . > )
Tull. That’s page one. arithmetic.

lose the registry woman’s

PRINTED CLIPPING

Fog’s Lonely Toll — Recluse Found After Four Days
..a registry official confirmed the entry was “correct.”

She said “correct and wrong.” The paper printed only the cheaper half: “correct.”

25



XIX - THE DOORS

THE YARD DOOR

Nominal provision.

You’'ll have Constable
Perry. Half a day.

SCOTLAND YARD I ; | i “X B

NEAME - RETIRED DETECTIVE

Constable Perry was lent to them at ten and
used up by noon. The winter’s priorities had
been set in November. Murder was not among
them.

The last man who asked
one.




XX - THE DOORS

THE CHALLENGER

Cross-examined.

A tea-room table: Neame read their folder; Corry and Miss Tull waited.

A white cloth and an empty
column. Who profits if I believe
you? Start there. You first, Mr.
Corry — how does a mortuary
man come to keep a private
index of the dead?

And you, Miss Tull. A registry
clerk who annotates refusals and
keeps private folders. If I wanted
to plant a scandal in a dead week,
I should want precisely your desk.

Habit. From the
war.

Habits get paid,
sometimes. Who
pays yours?

If you wanted to plant

one, sergeant, you would
Nobody. Nobody - SR need my accuracy. I
asked for it, either. decline to lend it.

He was not making friends. He was weighing evidence, and
the first exhibits are always the people carrying it.




XX - THE DOORS

THE CHALLENGER

continued

I was certain once. Early, and in print,
and wrong — and a man did three years
of another man’s sentence while I was
being congratulated.

So I'm in. On
one term.

Nothing you bring me is true until it has survived
me. Not the cloth, not the column, not either of
you. Every day, if need be.

Accepted. You will find
my columns durable.

None of them called it anyt




XXI - THE DOORS

NUMBER ELEVEN, AGAIN

Missing folios.

Number eleven, reopened in February, under dust-sheets. Edith’s order
remained like a handprint.

TULL - DEATH-RECORDS CLERK

She squared to the left edge.
This drawer has been squared
to the right. Someone tidied
here who was not her.

The copy-book had kept the wartime accounts
of Continental Metals & Finance, page by
patient page. Nineteen leaves no longer did.

& 8l Sir — my answer is unchanged. . iﬂ-"‘v
s j,-.' The book is not for sale, at your figure or at any. §
e Iy
St After Monday the question will not arise. i
B RES

The appointment was still three weeks away when she wrote this. e 2

29



XXII - THE DOORS

THE MONDAY THAT NEVER CAME

By appointment.

12 Nov 1952 — Miss Harrow attended.

Instructions: (1) revise will. (2) arrange deposit of a wartime copy-book for
safe custody.

Client states she has had “an offer she did not care for.”

Appointment fixed: Monday 8 December, 11 o’clock.

Continental Metals. She kept their
books through the war — a clever
house, quiet money, continental
v friends. The copy-book was her own
carbon record; when the firm was
: wound up, the liquidator signed it
over to her. Valuers ask after such
N things more often than you might
suppose.

oy

-

)
\

NEAME
Who else read that note, Mr.

Pell? . I take the notes,
‘ sergeant. I do not
circulate them.




XXIII - THE DOORS

THE HEIR

Contra entry.

W. HARROW °* THE NEPHEW

I visited her every month.
Every month, more or less —
ask anyone. Why is anyone
asking?

PAWNBROKER’S TICKET

Six Georgian spoons
Oct. 1952 — W. Harrow

HOSPITAL ADMISSION

St. Agnes’ Hospital
Admitted 5 Dec, 2:15 p.m.: Harrow, Walter.
Acute bronchitis. Discharged 11 Dec.

The fog that hid one man’s errand had held another in a hospital ward all week. Walter Harrow’s alibi was four
thousand strong.




XXIV - THE DOORS

THE MARGIN MEN

Sundry creditors.

Lovett drank. Kehr talked. The
third man kept his appointments
— and said very little.

Three men did most of London’s
private-paper valuing.

TULL

The slip carries no name — only a reference, in a style. But
note the second line, sergeant: Mr. Kehr valued the firm’s
effects when the firm closed. He has known for seven years
that her copy-book existed.

TULL’S GRID

NEAME

Paget Walk — 3 Then why is he not

Ref 52/311 — valuation,
my man?

4 Nov.
(S1lip unheaded; trade

reference style.) x TULL

Kehr — valuation at the winding-up of

Brighton, the whole week — the hotel register is unambiguous.

Continental Metals & Finance, 1946. He talks; a quiet commission would not have stayed quiet for
seven years in Mr. Kehr. Lovett was ill in bed from the fourth,
under a doctor’s certificate.

Across the street, a modest facade in flat daylight: H. FINCH — VALUATIONS & PROBATE EFFECTS. No shadows.
No threat.

5



XXV - THE DOORS

THE MASK

Petty cash.

RESPIRATOR HIRE LEDGER

Item
Hired
Returned

Hirer

THE PORTER °* CLERKENWELL ARCH

—still nothing, Miss Tull. Coincidence can carry a

Respirator,

5 Dec

9 Dec

“H.

Finch.”

civilian pattern

A gent in a respirator passed the arch twice, the first night of it. In
by the walk about half past eight; out again better than an hour
later. I couldn’t swear to more than the hat, sir — nobody could,
that week.

Item: he was asked to value her effects in November. Item: an offer

made, declined, and Monday fixed. Item: a respirator for precisely
Separately, nothing. Entered together—

great deal. But it is, at last, a name.

5 .'".'i"—'f‘-'-ﬂ'\i o
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For the first time the file pointed somewhere. A direction was not proof, and the sergeant gave it no more weight than

it deserved.
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XXVI - THE DOORS

THE ARCHIVE DOOR

Retained.

So the market was real: quiet, mannerly, and very old money at the counter. The counter did not keep
names where visitors could read them.

Wartime commercial papers
are sometimes bought
RETAINED WARTIME PAPERS privately, outside the open
f ; : market, sergeant. We act for
Private treaty purchases e the purchaser. The seller is
Sums and dates entered, legible. _ v paid. Neither party is
Client: [closed file] N RN | improved by curiosity — and
\ preventing it is, in a sense,
what we are retained to do.

NEAME

A market with no faces. Perfect weather for a small man.




XXVII - THE DOORS

THE SMALL MAN

Balance outstanding.

Doors don’t convict a man.

You’ve shown me opportunity
and a careful man in a mask.
Show me the hand —
something only the killer
could know.

THREE LINES

The lungs.
The leaves.

The man himself.

CORRY

Lungs first. I kept the schedule.
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verything the file would ever hold, it held by spring.
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CASE SO FAR — The suspects, weighed. Walter had motive,
but a hospital ward held him all week. Lovett was ill
in bed. Kehr was away in Brighton. Finch had valued
Edith’s papers and hired a respirator through the fog.
The evidence points to Finch — but they still need

something only the killer could know.

OE'F I R AT JP@S T I ONE

FEQRULARY. @833 0 AN BPIDEMIC OM INEMNENZA. *PRELIMINARY ;

NEVER FINALISED.



XXVIII - THE PROOF

THE HOURS

Reconciliation begins.

TULL RECONCILIATION

Time Event
20825 Man in respirator enters
Paget Walk (porter).

Lamp out at No. 11; not
relit (neighbour).
Same man leaves by the

arch (porter).

Found. Certified: “four
days’ fog.”

NEAME

An hour and ten minutes.
Long, if she only said no.

The first night had a shape. The next question was whether the lungs agreed with it.




XXIX - THE PROOF

THE CLEAN AIRWAY

The balance does not agree.

DR. SHAW -+ THE SERIES

The series was anonymous, Mr. Corry. It was
designed to remain so.

She wasn’t anonymous. I
wrote her down.

lI SHAW MEMORANDUM

; 7 Re Subject 14 (= mortuary No. 187, E.M.H.):
: Airway below larynx clear of soot, against four days’ certified exposure.
Upper airway: trace of soft white fibre. Sample retained.
Consistent with respiration having ceased early on the first night.

Support, not certainty.

I will sign ‘consistent with’. I

will not sign ‘therefore’. The

fibre could be a dozen

innocent things; I can only say

that it was present — and that

the soot was not. Five weeks earlier a cloth had come away white

: in a room full of black. Now, at last, the white

had a name. No soot below the larynx; white
fibre above it. The fog had not stopped her
breathing — something soft had.

38



XXX - THE PROOF

THE TRIM

Marginalia.

NEAME

It tells me a
professional cut these.
It will not tell a jury
which one.

———y s
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DR (Seeae = ‘ , ¢ - % Lawyers cut their pages by

PR ) | e \ b : machine. These were cut by

s S e ) ; ' o e | hand.

Edge characteristics: single pass

shallow bevel - edges dressed.
Trade practice — consistent with a
valuer’s hand.

Not individual.

Nineteen leaves had left the book the way paper leaves a professional: cleanly, without haste, squared out of respect.

39



XXXI - THE PROOF

THE INTERVIEW

Without prejudice.

FINCH - PELTER'S ROW y
The Harrow estate.

You valued for her in
November.

I valued some effects at a lady’s
request. A modest schedule —
clocks, plate, books. I recall no

Sergeant — formerly drama.

sergeant, [ understand. And

colleagues. How may I be

useful? Valuation, or

conversation? I price them An offer was made
differently. for a copy-book.

Offers are the breathing of my
trade, sergeant. If one reached her,
it will have been fair, discreet and
declinable. Evidently it was
declined. That is the system
working.

The first night of the fog. Where were you?

Indoors, like the wise. The weather was hard on
appointments.

You hired a respirator
for four days.

So did half of London, and I have the receipts of a careful man.
Carefulness is not yet an offence — it would empty my profession.

He answered everything and denied nothing. It was like interrogating a price list.




XXXI - THE PROOF

THE INTERVIEW

continued

FINCH

Ripped. Leaves are not ripped
from a bound copy-book,
sergeant. They are taken at
the gutter. With a blade. In
one pass.

NEAME

The book itself, then. A dozen
pages ripped out, more or
less. Whoever wanted them
wanted them fast.

NEAME

A dozen, as I said.







XXXI - THE PROOF

THE INTERVIEW

continued

...One assumes. If the cutting
was professional, the counting
will have been also.

NEAME
Thank you, Mr.

Finch. You've been
exact.

They had never told Finch how many leaves were missing. He supplied the number himself — and under the
sergeant’s rule, that was something only the hand could know. It was enough to name him; now the testing began in
earnest.




XXXII - THE PROOF

THE CHAIN

Cast and agreed.

NEAME - | NEAME

The fibre. Her own pillow, her 2 | The clean airway. She kept

_ indoors — sealed her windows,
Own' shawl . the sheet you like the rest of the street?
carried her in?

CORRY

She came in wrapped
in oilcloth. Mortuary

linen’s grey and .

. . Her ledger bought no paper for sealing,
coarse. This was white E P | and the neighbours papered theirs on the
and soft. And nobody = | Saturday — she was beyond weather by

: then. And note, sergeant: the certificate
touched her face _ itself claims four days of fog in those
before Dr. Shaw. lungs. The certificate and the lungs cannot

both stand.

TULL

CHAIN SHEET

Offer (Nov.)

Appointment fixed (8 Dec)
Respirator hired (5-9 Dec)
Porter: in 20:25 / out 21:35
Lamp out c. 21:00

Airway clear + white fibre

19 leaves — blade, one pass

[CORRRE=TIEN G R (1 N = R COR N N

The count corrected, unprompted

No single clue proved it alone. Together, they pointed one way.

Enough to name him. Say
it once in this room, so
we never say it carelessly
anywhere else: Horace
Finch.

Named, not closed, sergeant.
Hands are hired. Whoever bought
those nineteen leaves is still an
empty column.

44



XXXIII - THE PROOF

THE WALL, I

Thresholds.

HOLLAND * H.M. CORONER

To move, I need the
body: she was buried in
December, and
exhumation wants Home
Office cause.

Your cause is a research line
that was never evidence,
bridged by a private daybook
that was never a record, a
porter who will swear to a hat,

and a fibre your own
pathologist calls a dozen
innocent things.

Each gap I could cross
with a confession. Have
you one?
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You have made me believe it
— which is cruel of you, :
because belief is not among
my powers.

CORONER NOTE

Particulars noted.

No sufficient grounds for

exhumation or inquest arise on the

material tendered.
FILE.
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XXXIV - THE PROOF

THE WALL, II

No case.

Grant you everything. Now put this certificate - And the word upstairs is
before a jury — and the defence puts the other influenza. Nobody minuted
sixty-one beside it. Then the weekly return. i that. Nobody had to.

Then the ministry’s view.

Every one signed by tired, honest men under the
same arrangement. The prosecution will not
reopen the deaths of an entire winter, sergeant —
not for one bookkeeper, and not on a strand of
fibre.

You're all waiting to be shown
the meeting where it was
decided. There was no meeting.

Four offices each kept its
convenient answer, and
together those answers made a
wall. Nobody did this together
— and that is exactly why no one
of you will ever answer for it.

They could name Finch, but they could not prove murder in court without challenging every emergency certificate of
that winter. Nobody in the building disagreed with him. That was the trouble.




XXXV - THE PROOF

OFFICIALLY

Closed as stated.

TULL - DEATH-RECORDS CLERK o t CORRY * MORTUARY ATTENDANT ;i
foe k N
| !

N Then the folder’s
The entry stands. Officially, ours.

the weather killed her.
Officially, we are three private

persons in possession of a
folder.

NEAME RETIRED DETECTIVE

A folder needs a shelf. A shelf needs a room. A room needs a name
nobody can sue off a door.

The truth was finished. It was also homeless. The distinction had never much mattered to anyone — it was about to
matter longer than any of them would live.




Excess mortality, December 1952 — attributed in the main
to influenza. Preliminary view.

FOUR THOUSAND AND ONE.

No court would take the case. What follows is where it went instead.

CASE FINDING — Finch almost certainly smothered Edith
with something soft, then cut nineteen leaves from her
copy-book, probably for an unnamed buyer. They can name
him; they cannot prove it in court without reopening

every emergency certificate of that winter.
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Spring 1953. The estate of Edith Harrow COM item nobody had thought to value.
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XXXVI - THE SHELL

THE ESTATE

Assets of the deceased.

QUILL -+ HER SOLICITOR

¥ i

...and one anomaly. Miss Harrow was secretary —
the last surviving officer, in point of fact — of an
old historical society, defunct since before the war.
The estate holds its lease, its library and its

charter. Mr. Walter inherits, and is, hm, eager to
sell.

A long table under a dust-sheet, empty shelf-yards, boxes of
minute-books; three lamps against a cold blue spring
evening. The room was not a solution. It was a shelf.

OLD CHARTER

THE PALLADIAN SOCIETY

INSTITUTED 1887

FOR THE RECOVERY OF NEGLECTED TRUTHS
THE OWL WATCHES. THE OWL REMEMBERS.

Room for a lot of names.




XXXVII - THE SHELL

THE BETTER ARMOUR

Going concern.

W. HARROW - THE HEIR

The pawnbroker writes
weekly. If you want the lease
and the... owls, make an offer.
Anything that clears the
spoons.

NEAME

Start something new, and the first lawsuit
kills it. But an old historical society
already has a name, a lease and a legal
existence — nobody sues a bookshelf. An

old name with dust on it passes every door
we were stopped at.

And it is not a lie, sergeant. She
was the society. We are her
executors in everything but law.

He cleared the spoons, and
never learned what he had

sold.

ASSIGNMENT

Assignment of lease,

library, chattels

and style of “The Palladian Society”
W. Harrow — to — A. Corry - I. Tull
A. Neame

Consideration: £— (nominal)
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XXXVIII - THE SHELL

THE DECISION

Resolved.

CORRY

The names get kept. That's
all T want it for.

Open items get entered, not buried.
'Correct and wrong' will have a
column here.

NEAME

And nothing on these shelves is true until
it has survived me. Even ours. Especially
ours.

12 April 1953 — the society resumes. Present:
three. Business: one file.




XXXIX - THE SHELL

CASE o001

Opening balance.

e same angle as Edith's hand. A different hand. k.

CASE SHEET

Case 0001

Name Edith May Harrow

Named hand Horace Finch

Status TRUE, UNTRIED, RETAINED
Reading card 4,001

Open items Nineteen leaves, whereabouts unknown - purchaser, unnamed

The first file is not the first case — only the first that anyone kept on a shelf.

/ - —
/ /
=
The label was the whitest thing in the room.




XL - THE SHELL

THE CARD

Terms of business.

DRAFTS

WE KNOW — STRUCK
MURDERER — STRUCK

NEAME

We can't touch him.
Courts are shut, papers
are shut. So — what's left?

CORRY
No threats. Just the fact.

TULL

The truth, delivered. He believes he was never
seen. Correct the entry.

FINAL CARD

YOU HAVE BEEN NOTICED.
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XLI - THE SHELL

DELIVERED

Posted.

Pelter's Row, clear and blue — a fogless spring dusk at the door of Finch's shop.

The old knock came back as a card.

L]

A
FINCH + PRIVATE-PAPER VALUER (.,J

For the first time in his profes 1life, Mr. Finch held a paper he could not price.
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APPENDIX

The Weather, as Recorded

Between the fifth and the ninth of December, 1952, an anticyclone
held still, cold air over London while a million coal fires burned.
The fog that settled lasted four days.

The contemporary official estimate of the deaths was some four
thousand. That figure entered the record. Later studies put the

true toll far higher — nearer ten or twelve thousand.

The attribution of much of that winter's excess mortality to an
epidemic of influenza is not invented. It is what the record said. It

was disputed then, and it has been disputed since.
Parliament passed the Clean Air Act in 1956.

Edith Harrow, her house, her copy-book, and every person in this

file are invented. The paper they move through is not.



THE PALLADIAN SOCIETY

INSTITUTED 1887 : FOR THE RECOVERY OF NEGLECTED TRUTHS

The society keeps other files. Some are still open.

CASE 0002 — IN PREPARATION.




THE PALLADIAN SOCIETY — READING CARD 4,002

NAME :

STATUS : OPEN



