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I am the light of the world.   
The person who follows me will not live in darkness,  

but will have the light of life. 
 

John 8:12 
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Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 

Rev Canon Martin Greenfield writes... 
Christmas 2020ðLight in the Darkness 

You donôt need me to remind you that 2020 has been a dark year, with 
huge problems with health, politics and the economy.  Above everything 
is the environmental emergency of the climate crisis.  As so often, it is 
the poor who suffer most.  I do hope and pray that all our world leaders 
put the same effort into stopping our carbon pollution, as theyôve put 
into combatting COVID. 

óYet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting lightô.  The light 
still shines, and that is our hope. 

Remember the promises of scripture: 

The light (of the eternal Son of God) shines in the darkness (John 
1:5). 

There was the true light, that shines on every person, coming 
into the world (John 1:9). 

I am the light of the world.  The person who follows me will not 
live in darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12) 
So may we confidently pray: 

 

óWithout you, Lord Jesus,  
we walk about in darkness. 
But you are the true light. 

We turn to you again and find life. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amenô  

 
Church Services - Exceptional Circumstances  

Livestreaming of worship will continue. 

We continue to live in exceptional circumstances and, because of 
COVID, we need to be extremely cautious.  A programme of 
vaccinations may soon begin, but we are still some months away from 
being safe.  The relaxing of restrictions between August and October led 
to a multiplying of infections.   

Looking at our situation in All Saints, we recognise that most of our 
congregation are in the ñat-riskò category, either through underlying 
health issues or by being over 65 years (which includes both the 
clergy).  For this reason, we need to continue to be cautious. 

Therefore the clergy, wardens and Church Council have agreed the 
following: 
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¶ Times for Individual Prayer in Church on Thursday mornings 
(10.30am to 12.30pm) and Sunday afternoons (2-4pm) will 
continue. 

¶ There will be a physical live and livestreamed service of Holy 
Communion on Christmas Eve, 11.30pm, subject to capacity and 
COVID protocols. To register for this service (see page 21).  

¶ Likewise a physical service of HC will be held, at St Antonyôs, on 
Christmas Day at 9.30am, subject to protocols.  Not livestreamed. 
To register for this service (see page 22).  

¶ All other services will continue to be virtual and livestreamed, 
WITHOUT CONGREGATION, including on Sundays 6, 13 
[Christingle], 20, 27 December and 3 January, as well as the Carol 
Service (which has been recorded), and the 5pm Crib Service (which 
will be livestreamed). 

Of course I do realise that this is a difficult decision.  Some of you will 
have wished to meet in church, physically, as normal, and will be 
disappointed.  However, we are faced this year with exceptional 
circumstances and need to remain cautious.  We are making great 
progress in our livestreaming abilities, and are encouraged that so many 
are joining in our worship services online from their homes.  God has 
opened up for us new opportunities to share with others the message of 
hope through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There will be a Churches Together Advent Carol Service at Holy Family 
on 13th at 2pm.  The service will be live streamed (Access via Holy 
Family website). 

If you have access to the internet, do join in Sandersteadôs 2020 Online 
ADVENTure https://calendar.myadvent.net/?
id=c91b586038e1b7906e778ba33a5e5084 A very big óThank youô to 
Anne Fixter, Chris Newman and all who have worked so hard and so 
creatively to produce high-quality videos of Christmas around the world. 

We are making a big splash with publicity this year ï thereôs a huge 
banner near the corner of Onslow Gardens, and a big Nativity Crib 
outside the church.  Come and have a look!  Plus, you can follow the 
Advent Trail in the churchyard, with Points to Ponder for each day in 
December. 

Finally, let us continue to pray for our church and nation, and for all in 
our community who face particular problems. The Archbishops have 
called on Anglican Christians to be active in prayer.  If you need any help 
at all, with anything, please contact me or Jeremy in the first instance.  

I pray you all have a Happy Christmas and a joyful New Year.  

May God shine his light on you all. 

Martin,  
Rector of All Saints Sanderstead, Tel: 020 8657 1366 



п 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 



р 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 

Donôt forget to visit the ADVENTure 

trail in the Churchyard 


