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Do not give up doing good, but óstand firmô. 

Martin writes... 
 

Standing firm 
A few months ago, when we were just beginning to emerge from the 
CV19 lockdown, we launched our fresh Mission Action Plan: sharing 
Jesus with others in new and fresh ways; turning a new page in the life 
of the Church; blessing the lives of our neighbours.  This is the ómissionô 
God has sent us on (ómissioô, sending).  In this we need to keep going 
forward.  Mission is a bit like riding a bike.  If you stop moving forward, 
you fall off.  So, keep going! 
 
Changing the picture slightly, we learn from St Paul at Ephesians 6:10-
20 that Christians need to ñstand firmò in the faith; and in order to 
stand firm we need to put on Godôs armour.  We might call it his 
óspiritual PPEô.  We are to stand firm, for there is an enemy, the devil, 
who is trying to knock us off course and make us run away.  He doesnôt 
want us to stand firm, because he doesnôt want us to bring others to 
follow Jesus.  The devil assaulted Jesus in the wilderness temptations, 
and he will have a go at us too. 
 
ñStanding Firmò will be the theme for All Saints service on 22nd August 
at 9.30am.  Putting on the armour of protection is like a batsman in 
cricket putting on all the gear he needs to protect e.g. his legs, thighs, 
hands, forearm, chest and head.  The batman has to stand firm and hit 
the ball with his bat.  If he doesnôt stand firm, he wonôt hit the ball and 
will likely be bowled out.  He has no protection for his back.  I 
remember once watching a young cricketer, Peter, who went on to 
captain Somerset, facing a West Indian bowling at him at around 
90mph ï and this was in the days before they wore helmets!  Peter 
managed to óstand firmô, even when the ball knocked off his cap!  (A 
very good idea, helmets!). 
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As a Church, we need to stand firm in order to Proclaim Jesus, Change 
lives, and Serve our Community.   
 
Proclaim Jesus  We want to share Jesus with others, so they come to 
believe and to follow him.  We are particularly investing in sharing Jesus 
with children and families in the parish.  It is very encouraging that 
couples are bringing children for baptism at All Saints; itôs an 
opportunity to welcome and teach them, and encourage them also to 
óstand firmô as disciples of Jesus.  We are also committed to proclaiming 
Jesus in Hamsey Green, where we need to re-vitalise Godôs work.  From 
September, we are restarting some Sunday worship in St Antonyôs 
church.  St Antonyôs is the only church in Hamsey Green; and, so far as 
I know, there are no other Christian groups witnessing in that part of 
our parish. 
 
Change Lives  The amazing thing is that becoming a Christian makes a 
huge difference in anyoneôs life.  St Paul wrote that, óIf anyone is in 
Christ, they are a new creationô (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Lives are 
changed, when we meet and worship Jesus.  So, thatôs another reason 
to stand firm and keep on seeking to share Jesus with others.  Itôs too 
easy to lose heart and give up doing this.  We need to put on Godôs 
spiritual PPE by daily worship and learning.   
 
Serve our Community  We commit ourselves to caring deeply for one 
another and our community, providing hospitality and pastoral care.  
Thank you to all of you who regularly go out of your way to serve the 
needs of others ï in so many ways ï seeking to share the friendship, 
care and love of Jesus.  Such serving is often unseen by others and is 
rarely glamorous.  The temptation is to say to oneself that the hard 
work is not worth it, and then to give up.  But God calls us all not to 
give up doing good, but to óstand firmô. 
 
That, briefly, is our mission, and we are getting on with it.  However, if 
we are to stand firm in our faith, we need above all to be regular and 
persistent in prayer.   St Paul wrote, óBe alert and always keep on 
praying for all Godôs peopleô (Ephesians 6:18).  Our main opportunity 
for praying together is our Parish Prayer meeting, held on the last 
Saturday of each month.  This is the time particularly when we can pray 
together and bring to God our concerns and requests concerning the 
mission action plan.  The overall goal of our prayers is simple:  That 
Godôs name be hallowed, Godôs kingdom come, Godôs will be done.  But 
this cannot happen if we do not pray, and do not keep going in the 
mission.  A church that prays is a strong church; a church that doesnôt 
pray is a weak church.  The next Prayer Meeting is on Saturday 28 
August at 9am.  Please do come.  Put the date in your diary; details will 
follow. 
 
Your friend in the mission of Jesus, 
Martin 
          Revd Canon Martin Greenfield 
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THEY ARE NOT SUCH SILLY GEESE 
By flying in V formation each bird flies in the slipstream of the bird in 

front and the whole flock can increase its flying range by 71% over a 

single bird flying alone. 

People who share a common direction and a sense of community can 

get where they are going quicker and more easily because they are 

travelling in trust with each other. 

When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into the formation and 

another goose takes up the lead position. 

It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks, and sharing leadership, in-

terdependently with each other. 

Whenever a goose falls out of the formation, it quickly gets back into 

line in order to take advantage of the ólifting powerô of the bird immedi-

ately in front. 

If we have as much sense as a goose, we will step into formation with 

those who are headed where we want to go. 

The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those up front 

to keep up their speed. 

We need to make sure our honking from behind is encouraging ðnot 

something less helpful. 

When a goose gets sick of wounded or shot down, two geese drop out 

of formation and follow to help and protect. 

If we have as much sense as the geese, weôll stand by each other and 

give our love and support to those in need. 

- From the staff newsletter of Friends House 

 

 

Shared by Sally Nicholas 
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We are re -opening as follows:  
 

¶ T4U at 2pm on 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, continuing 
throughout August.  

 Next dates: Monday 9th & 23rd August, 13th Sept etc 

 

¶ Midweek Holy Communion at 2.30pm on 1st Thursday of the 
month.  

 Next date: Thursday 2nd September 

 

¶ Sunday Family Worship at 11.00am on 1st & 3rd Sundays of 
the month. 

 Start date: Sunday 5th September 

 

¶ Womenôs Social Club at 8pm on Thursdays. Term-time only.  

 Starting again on: Thursday 9th September 2021 

 

Contact Barbara Webster-Dudley albarb2011@hotmail.co.uk or the 
Parish Office for more details.  
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A local Celebrity -  BERNARD THOMAS HUGH (1881-1936) 
Written by Robert Randall local musician 
 
Nowadays the name Bernard Hugh has been 
consigned to the waste paper basket of history - he 
does not even have a Wikipedia article to his name. 
Yet for a quarter of a century his name would have 
been seen by thousands of people at least twice a 
month and often more. For Bernard (or as he came to call himself 
ñBernhardò - maybe a foreign-sounding name sold more drawings) 
drew cartoons which appeared on the front cover of the Chelsea 
football clubôs home programmes between 1910 and 1936 with his 
name always incorporated into the picture. 
 

Bernard was born in March 1881 to William Hugh, a brass founder [a 
person who makes objects from brass] and his wife Mary. They lived in 
the parish of St Paulôs Llanelli on the south Wales coast. Ten years later 
Bernard was at school still in Llanelli but by 1901 as a young man of 20 
he had travelled the east-west breadth of the country and was lodging 
in Ipswich working as a photographer. Although the first photograph 
dates right back to 1827 commercial photography was still considered 
something relatively new and the taking of portrait and family 
photographs was very popular in Edwardian times. 
 

By 1911 Bernard had moved to London - in the census of that year he 
is living in Kensington and gives his profession as a ñPainter (Artist)ò. 
However by then he was already working in the field that would bring 
him greatest success - the drawing of cartoons. He was working for the 
Croydon Advertiser - presumably in an artistic rather than a journalistic 
capacity - and was drawing cartoons for the short-lived local football 
team, Croydon Common who played in the Southern League from 1907
-1915 and for Chelsea who were currently in Division 2 of the Football 
League. His Croydon Common cartoons for the 1910-11 season were 
so popular that they were advertised for sale in the Advertiser as a 
book compilation. 
 

Hugh did not just do football cartoons. In the First World War he 
worked as an aerial photographer - a very dangerous job with a high 
mortality rate - and some of his cartoons are humorous takes on the 
life of a photographer stuck in the back of a Sopwith Camel or similar 
trying to take photos with long development times of enemy lines 
whilst simultaneously trying to dodge German anti-aircraft fire. 
 

In 1924 he married Irene Dale who was 20 years his junior and who 
died in 1979. They lived in Norfolk Avenue off the Upper Selsdon Road 
and Bernard died there in August 1936. His grave is in the lower 
churchyard of All Saints (row J plot 4 if you know your way around) 
and, at least to us Chelsea fans, this means that there is a local 
ñcelebrityò buried there! 
 

An example of Bernardôs work from March 1931:     (cont.) 

I¦DIΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻǿŜǊ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ  
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