LIVING AS CHRISTIANS IN A COMPLEX WORLD:
A HOMEGROUP DISCUSSION SERIES ON SOME TOPICAL ISSUES
CLIMATE CHANGE: AN EXISTENTIAL ISSUE
To begin this session, I have recorded a short introductory video which you
can access on You Tube [link]
This session is about Climate Change. This is an important subject, because
one of the five Marks of Mission of the Church of England commits us: To
strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of
the earth
Unusually, perhaps, we are not going to begin with a video showing the dramatic effects of atmospheric disturbances and increasingly turbulent weather
patterns. You only have to switch on your TV news to see that, or take a look
at a selection of YouTube videos. Sir David Attenborough has, for many
years, been sharing graphic evidence of the effects of climate change on the
natural world and has done probably more than anyone to raise awareness of
the issues and consequences arising from our relentless use of fossil fuels.
We know only too well what is happening to our world. We know that for too
long, because of our reliance on fossil fuels, we have been pumping greenhouse gasses into the earth’s atmosphere and that, as a result, warming is
happening at an almost inexorable rate which the earth cannot absorb or
adapt to. And scientists keep giving us apocalyptic warnings of the catastrophic effects of that - ecologically, economically and socially. That has
driven many to ask what kind of a world future generations - our grandchildren - will inherit.
Climate change is undoubtedly the biggest threat to humanity and a growing
threat to nature. Efforts have been made in the past - I’m sure you’ll be aware
of thew Paris Accord in 2015 where 194 countries got together and agreed to
attempt to limit global earth temperatures to 2 degrees by reducing carbon
emissions. But as you’ll also know, none of the commitments entered into at
Paris carried mandatory enforcement, so it was left to individual governments
to act or not as they chose.
So this session asks: what can Christians and churches do to make a difference?
In November the UK government will host the critical international climate negotiations known as ‘COP26’ – the 26th Conference of Parties (signatory countries) to
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Much is at stake at this conference, and it has been described as the last best chance to avoid global climate catastrophe. Hosting and chairing it is a unique responsibility for the British government. It also presents a unique opportunity for British Christians and churches to

understand the key issues better and act on them, in service of our creator God,
nature and all people.
To learn more about COP26, here is a briefing video from A Rocha UK:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=152&v=J5khQBsDpOQ&feature=emb_logo
Here is a reflection by Margot Hodson, a Vicar in Oxfordshire and a member of the
A Rocha board:
“Many years ago, I was given a beautiful, dark blue skirt from northern India. It was
a mirror skirt, with silver thread woven through it – and I loved it and wore it almost
all the time! Over the years it became a mottled mauve skirt, and began to look
worn and faded. I wished I had fixed the colour when I first had it. I have since discovered that colour fixing is so easy – providing you have salt.
Salt is amazing, and dye-fixing is just one of its qualities: it is good for preserving
and for improving flavour. With bread, it strengthens a loaf’s texture as it rises; it
helps to bind food together and makes colour more vivid. Traditionally it was used
for healing, and it’s still good for treating wounds. We can eat too much of course,
but it is also vital for our health.
As we ask what Christians can do in the run-up to the COP26 climate summit, we
should remember that Jesus calls us to be salt (Matthew 5:13-16). This means that
all those qualities of preserving, flavouring, holding things together, making communities brighter and more enduring, and especially bringing healing, all make up our
calling as we approach this.
Jesus also calls us to be light. There is tremendous anxiety among those concerned for the environment, and the term ‘climate grief’ is being used to describe
the feelings of many who mourn the damage that humans have already done to the
natural world and fear that the very worst will happen with runaway climate
change.
As Christians, we have hope that one day creation will be renewed and restored.
Being light means that something of that future hope can be made visible in the
present – not in a way that denies the challenges of the present, where hope may
be fading, nor ‘other-worldly’, simply looking to the future, and not engaging with the
present. Being light means that our future hope gives us resilience to live now –
whatever happens and however tough it gets. As things get darker, so even the
smallest light becomes more visible and can bring hope.
So, in our local and online communities, work environments, networks and organisations, let us be salt and light to an increasingly hurting world. “

A Rocha have called us to pray along these lines:

•
•

•

•
•

Churches in the UK to be awakened to the climate emergency: for
many who have not yet acted on climate to get involved for the first time,
and for those who have, to go deeper.
Wisdom for politicians and the UN to know how to keep momentum
going for action in this long-term crisis.
Boris Johnson and COP President Alok Sharma in their key roles as
hosts to be unwavering and courageous in leading countries towards committing to Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) that hold global
warming to 1.5˚C above pre-industrial levels.
Wisdom and compassion for agencies leading campaigns during the
Covid-19 pandemic to be able to draw attention to the climate emergency,
and to find appropriate and creative ways to engage people when planned
events are cancelled.
People in poverty who live with the reality of climate change impacts
every day.

Also linked via this page is another Reflection, this time from our friend,
Bishop David Atkinson, published on the Green Christian website. [Link]
So what can Christians and churches do to make a difference? This is for
you to discuss now. Here are a few questions that might help guide your discussion:
Given that this entire series is about how we live as disciples of Jesus in a complex
world, what principles ought we to bear in mind as we seek to live differently and
faithfully before God?
Are we prepared to exemplify a different way of living, even if it means rethinking
our desires and exercising costly restraint?
Do you agree that the warnings about climate change are a wake-up call? Or do
you think the scientists have been “crying wolf”, with the result that nothing much
will happen after the forthcoming COP26 Conference? Why do you think this?
What might all this mean in practice? At a personal level, as a church community,
and as a nation?
The All Saints’ “Green Group” worked hard to acquire our Bronze and Silver EcoChurch award. But what more do you think we could do to make our parish more
eco-aware and eco-friendly? Would you be willing to participate - and even lead the Green Group in the future, to help identify new environmental measures we
could take and make changes happen? [If so, please let Revd Jeremy know!]

And finally….

Bishop David was on the Board of “Operation Noah” who, in 2012, published a call
to the Church supported by a number of eminent leaders including Rowan Williams
(then Archbishop of Canterbury), Desmond Tutu (Archbishop of Cape Town, Richard Chartres (then Bishop of London), Barry Morgan (then Archbishop of Wales)
and others. To aid your reflections on this important subject, here is a summary of

the theology that underpinned their call:

