Rector’s Blog 16th July 2026
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT...

You might be wondering what the new Wait and listen prayer meetings are all
about. We already have a monthly Prayer Meeting on a Saturday, so what is
this other prayer meeting about?

Well, it’s based on a good biblical principle — that of watchmen.

The role of watchman appears many times in the bible, not least because it
was a vital role in a citadel community — someone to stand on the walls,
looking out for dangers.

“You want me on that wall, you need me on that wall” to quote A few Good
Men.

But there is another sense in which biblical characters were called to be
watchmen — and it was the prophets usually — looking out for signs of God’s
messages and God’s movement. Firstly, in the Old Testament:

Isaiah 52:8

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices,
They shout joyfully together;

For they will see with their own eyes
When the Lord restores Zion.

Habakkuk 2:1

| will stand on my guard post

And station myself on the rampart;

And | will keep watch to see what He will speak to me,
And how | may reply when | am reproved.

Ezekiel 3:17

“Son of man, | have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me.

The role of spiritual watchman continues in the New Testament in the form of
church leaders:

Hebrews 13:17

“Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch
over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this
with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit”



The ordination service charges presbyters (ie priests) to "watch for the signs of
God's new creation" and, along with bishops, to be guardians of the flock.

Here are some features of watchmen:

Spiritual Vigilance: Watchmen are responsible for protecting the church from
"temptations" and guiding the faithful through confusion.

Proclamation: They are to preach the word, teach, and admonish, acting as
guardians of doctrine.

Intercession: They are called to defend the poor, support the weak, and
intercede for those in need.

Context: This charge is part of the "Declarations" made by the bishop to the
ordinands, defining the sacrificial nature of the priesthood as servants and
shepherds.

Jesus on many times “took himself away” — before engaging again (eg before
walking on water and before his own death , in the garden of gethsemane). It
was a time to commune with his Father and receive direction.

In another sense, God calls not just leaders, but all Christians to be
watchmen. Jesus told His disciples to:

Mark 14:38
“watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing,
but the flesh is weak”

We should all be ready and waiting for the Lord’s return:

Luke 12:35-40

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like servants
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he
comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good
for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly |
tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and
will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master
finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward
daybreak. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you
do not expect him”

So the role of watchmen is to be CONSTANTLY alert to what God is doing and
to ALERT others.


https://www.bibleref.com/Mark/14/Mark-14-38.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/overcome-temptation.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/12/Luke-12-35.html

So, the purpose of Wait and listen is to do what it says on the tin... wait in
God’s presence together and listen to what he might say to us as a church.

So, what has he said so far?
Well potentially quite a lot!

The first evening, we chatted for a long time about what we were doing there,
something of the church in Sanderstead past and present and something of
how this type of prayer has operated elsewhere.

The sense was that Sanderstead churches are potentially on the brink of
something and that there are no resistance barriers to that happening. The
specific picture was of the building of All Saints and the sloping rooves that join
at the apex were instead upright leaving the church open —and God was going
to pour his spirit, his living water, fire and wind into the church.

A second phrase was “Christ at the centre of Sanderstead”. That does not
mean in All Saints, or St Antony’s, but in the community —in the recreation
ground, along the parades of shops etc. Christ in the centre of the community,
ready to meet the people of Sanderstead and Hamsey Green.

Well, that was a good start!
This week, there were twice the number of pray-ers.

We chatted about things that had happened and three stories came out. The
first was of a dog that went missing. It was a fraught time, but the dog was
found, and he may have been behind a chair all the time!

The second was a story about some lost keys. They too were eventually found,
and had been accessible but not seen for some time. Prayer was a key part of
the search!

The third was my own story about my black bible you may have seen me carry
around. | have had it for nearly 30 years, but when | left my second ministerial
post | could not find it. | assumed that | had left it on a pastoral visit or at
another church or something. About a year later my son was in the back of the
car and he said “Dad, what is this here?”. He pulled out my bible from the seat
pocket on the back of the driver’s seat! | had been driving around with it for a
year!

As we pondered and prayed about these stories, | asked the Lord what they
might mean.



What was common in these three stories was that something was lost but that
it was there all the time. Lost in plain sight you might say.

We tend to think of things being lost (just see Luke 15) as being us, that the
shepherd comes to save the lost sheep.

But maybe what is in plain sight, or should | say “who?”, is the Christ that is at
the centre of Sanderstead. He’s waiting to be found by those who do not know
him. They have in some way lost him. But he’s waiting to be found.

Our job is to pray for the search and aid the looking.

We have been thinking about the promises of God and especially those made
by Jesus.

Here is one more, from Revelation.

Revelation 3:20

20Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.

He’s waiting for the people of Sanderstead — young and old — to be found and
to be invited into their lives.

Our job is to watch out for where that is happening and join in.

Come and join Wait and listen (Mondays in July 7-8pm):
- Get a sense of our own calling as watchmen
- look out for signs of God’s Kingdom and those seeking him
- Pray that we will be ready when he comes again!

Come Holy Spirit.
Your brother in Christ,

Doug
rector@sanderstead-parish.org.uk
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