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Hebrews 11:19 

Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, 
and in a figure, he did receive Isaac back from death.
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Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, 
and in a figure, he did receive Isaac back from death.

Romans 5:14

Death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of 
Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking 
a command, as did Adam, who was a type of the one 
to come.

Colossians 2:16–17

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are 
a shadow of the things that were to come.
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Colossians 2:16–17

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are 
a shadow of the things that were to come . . .       

. . . the reality, however, is found in Christ.



figure

type

shadow



figure

type

shadow

allegory



Galatians 4:24

NIV: These things may be taken figuratively, for 
the women represent two covenants. 



Galatians 4:24

NIV: These things may be taken figuratively, for 
the women represent two covenants. 

NASB: This is allegorically speaking, for these 
women are two covenants.

NRSV: Now this is an allegory: these women are 
two covenants.

ESV: Now this may be interpreted allegorically: 
these women are two covenants.

NJB: There is an allegory here: these women stand 
for the two covenants.
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The OT prefigures Jesus

1. The OT contains persons, objects, events, places, 
institutions which prefigure the person and work 
of Jesus Christ.

2. The NT itself uses ‘figure’, ‘type’, ‘shadow’, or 
‘allegory’ to describe this.

3. There is a basic similarity of form (not necessarily 
of all the details), though there is often an element 
of contrast also.

4. There is a significant escalation in moving from the 
figure to the reality it prefigures.



''escalation'' / ''heightening''

Fulfilment / Reality

Figure / Shadow
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5. We can be guided by the examples in the New 
Testament where Jesus and the apostles identify 
quite a number of Old Testament ‘things’ as 
figures of Christ. 

6. It is not the purpose of types and shadows to 
present new doctrine, but rather to illustrate and 
illuminate what is taught in plain words 
elsewhere



What then is the purpose of these              

Old Testament figures of Jesus?



Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male

Exodus 12:5



John 1:29

The next day John saw Jesus coming towards 

him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world!"

Revelation 5:6

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 

slain.



1 Peter 1:19-20

You were redeemed . . . with the precious blood 

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.



1 Peter 1:19-20

You were redeemed . . . with the precious blood 

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

1 Corinthians 5:7

For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed.



Apostle John  – ‘the Lamb of God’

Apostle John  – ‘lamb . . . slain’

Apostle Peter  – ‘lamb without blemish’

Apostle Paul  – ‘Christ our Passover lamb’





John 19:31-36

Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate 
to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the 
legs of the first man who had been crucified with 
Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water … 
These things happened so that the scripture 
would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be 
broken". 
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John 19:31-36

Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate 
to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the 
legs of the first man who had been crucified with 
Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water … 
These things happened so that the scripture 
would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be 
broken". (Exodus 12:46)



1 Corinthians 5:7

Christ, our Passover lamb, 

has been sacrificed.



The blood will be a 

sign for you on the 

houses where you are; 

and when I see the 

blood, I will pass over 

you. No destructive 

plague will touch you 

when I strike Egypt.  

Exodus 12:13









Manna from heaven



Exodus 16:4 

The LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread 

from heaven for you. The people are to go out 

each day and gather enough for that day."









The Manna and Jesus

OT: Exodus 16 / NT: John 6

Descends from heaven / Descends from heaven

Physical food (for body) / Spiritual food (for soul)

Partake by eating / Partake by believing

Sustains Israel / Sustains people of all nations

Live for forty years / Live for ever!
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Jonah and the whale

Matthew 12:40

The serpent on a pole

John 3:14

Water from the rock

1 Corinthians 10:4



The tabernacle

John 1:14

Jacob’s ladder

John 1:51

Melichizedek

Hebrews 7:1



Joseph and his brothers

Rahab’s scarlet cord

David and Goliath 












