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personare =  per  +  sonare

1. per  =  through, by means of

2. sonare =  make a sound, utter a voice



Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

the Old Testament prophets 

sometimes ''personate'' Jesus.



This means that instead of speaking about Jesus,

they sometimes speak as Jesus.





Isaiah 61:1–2
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16 And he entered the synagogue on the 
Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was writt-
en, 18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free 
the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour’. 20 And he rolled up 
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21

Then he began to say to them, ‘Today 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’. 
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Who is speaking?

1. Isaiah the prophet

2. The anointed one (Messiah = Christ)



Who is speaking?

1. Isaiah the prophet

2. The anointed one (Messiah = Christ)

In Isaiah 61:1–2 the prophet is personating Jesus



Psalm 16:8–11



Peter’s Pentecost Speech [Acts 2]

Joel 2, to explain the coming of the Spirit

Psalm 16, to preach the resurrection of Jesus
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23 This man [Jesus] was handed over to you by the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God; and 
you, with the help of lawless men, put him to death 
by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him up, 
having freed him from the pains of death, because it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For 
David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always 
before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will 
not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart is glad, and my 
tongue rejoices; moreover my flesh will also live in 
hope. 27 For you will not abandon me to Hades, nor 
will you let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You 
have made known to me the paths of life; you will 
fill me with gladness in your presence’. Acts 2:23–28
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29 "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the 
patriarch David died and was buried, and his 
tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet 
and knew that God had promised him on oath 
that he would place one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not aband-
oned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 
witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 
you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend 
to heaven . . .  Acts 2:29–34 



Who is speaking?

1. David the prophet

2. The holy one (= Jesus)

In Psalm 16 David the prophet is personating Jesus
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29 "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the 
patriarch David died and was buried, and his 
tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet 
and knew that God had promised him on oath 
that he would place one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not aband-
oned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 
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Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day. 

Acts 2:41



For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

nor will you let your Holy One see corruption.

Psalm 16:10  =  Acts 2:27







Psalm 22:22  =  Hebrews 2:12 

‘I will declare your name to my brothers; in the 

presence of the congregation I will sing your praises’

Psalm 40:7–8  =  Hebrews 10:7

‘it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to 

do your will, O God’

Psalm 69:9  =  Romans 15:3

‘the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me’













 Prophecy – speaking about the Christ to come

 Prefigurement – showing the Christ to come

 Personation – speaking as the Christ to come



John 5:46 

‘If you believed Moses, you would believe 

me, for he wrote about me’.

Luke 24:44 

‘This is what I told you while I was still 

with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 

is written about me in the Law of Moses, 

the Prophets and the Psalms’.  






