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Genesis 18,  Exodus 3,  Judges 13



Genesis 18

Abraham receives three visitors















One 'LORD'

Two 'angels'



Exodus 3

Moses at the burning bush



Exodus 3

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his 

father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 

the flock to the far side of the desert and came 

to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the 

angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of 

fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though 

the bush was on fire it was not consumed. 



3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this 

strange sight—why the bush does not burn up." 
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to 

look, God called to him from within the bush, 

"Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 
5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off 

your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am 

the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, 

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look 

at God.



16 Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to 

them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared 

to me’. 
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The LORD ... appeared to me  (3:16)

The LORD has appeared to you  (4:5)

God said to him . . .  (3:5)

‘I am the God of Abraham’  (3:5)

Moses was afraid to look at God  (3:6)









"Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground."  Exodus 3:5



Appearances of the Angel of the Lord

• To Abraham  (Genesis 22)

• To Jacob  (Genesis 28)

• To Joshua  (Joshua 5)

• To Gideon  (Judges 6)

• To Samson’s parents  (Judges 13)



"Take off your sandals, for the place where you 

are standing is holy." And Joshua did so.       

Then Joshua fell face down to the ground and

worshipped.                                    Joshua 5:13–15
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Judges 13

The announcement of Samson’s birth



17 Then Manoah enquired of the angel of the LORD, 
"What is your name, so that we may honour you 
when your word comes true?" 18 He replied, "Why do 
you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful." 19 Then 
Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain 
offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD. And 
the LORD did an amazing thing while Manoah and his 
wife watched: 20 As the flame blazed up from the 
altar towards heaven, the angel of the LORD 
ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his 
wife fell with their faces to the ground. 21 When the 
angel of the LORD did not show himself again to 
Manoah and his wife, Manoah realised that it was 
the angel of the LORD. 22 "We are doomed to die!" he 
said to his wife. "We have seen God!"
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The Angel of the Lord

• He is also described as ‘God’ or ‘the Lord’.

• He speaks in the 1st person (‘I’) as God.

• He sanctifies the place where he appears.

• He receives worship as God.

• He receives an offering.

• Those who see him believe they have seen God.



Who is he?

Angel of the LORD , God , the LORD

Angel or God?



I, John, am the one who heard 

and saw these things. And when I 

had heard and seen them, I fell 

down to worship at the feet of 

the angel who had been showing 

them to me. But he said to me, 

"Do not do that! I am a fellow-

servant with you and with your 

brothers the Prophets and of all 

who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God!" 

Revelation 22:8-9
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The ‘Angel of the Lord’ is clearly a 

self-manifestation of God himself.

Hebrew: malaak adonai

‘The Angel [of] the LORD’

‘The Angel [which is] the LORD’



 The Angel of the LORD speaks to the LORD:

‘Then the Angel of the LORD said, “O LORD of 

hosts, how long will you have no mercy on 

Jerusalem and the cities of Judah?”’ Zechariah 1:12

 The LORD speaks to the Angel of the LORD:

‘the LORD spoke to the Angel . . . the Angel of the 

LORD’ 2 Samuel 24:16



Our God is Unity in Trinity

'one God in three persons'





‘No one has seen the Father’  John 6:46

The Father sends the Son  1 John 4:14

The Father sends the Spirit   John 14:26



The Holy Spirit never takes on human form



The name ‘Wonderful’

The Angel of the LORD: 

‘my name . . . is Wonderful’  Judges 13:18

Jesus the Messiah:

‘his name shall be called Wonderful . . .’ Isaiah 9:6 
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CHRISTOPHANY

‘an appearance of Christ’

‘a temporary manifestation in human form 
as a precursor to his permanent incarnation 

in human nature’’














