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Extending God’s Welcome to All.
Committed to Grow — in Discipleship, Service and Numbers

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Preparation. This prayer is said

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

Wash away all our iniquity and cleanse us from our sins
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Against you, you only, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within us.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, and restore you in
his image, to the praise and glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The minister leads us in the special prayer (the ‘Collect)) for today

Most merciful God,

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world,

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross

we may triumph in the power of his victory,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

The Liturgy of the Word Please be seated for the Bible Reading

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The valley of dry bones

37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of
the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. *He led me
to and fro among them, and | saw a great many bones on the floor of the
valley, bones that were very dry. ® He asked me, ‘Son of man, can these
bones live?’

| said, ‘Sovereign LORD, you alone know.’

*Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “Dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD! ° This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these
bones: | will make breath!™ enter you, and you will come to life. °1 will attach
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; | will
put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that | am

the LORD.”

"So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | was prophesying, there was
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. °1
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but
there was no breath in them.

®Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to it, “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: come, breath, from the four
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.” '° So | prophesied as
he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up
on their feet — a vast army.

" Then he said to me: ‘Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel.
They say, “Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut

off.” > Therefore prophesy and say to them: “This is what the

Sovereign LORD says: my people, | am going to open your graves and bring



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-21403a

you up from them; | will bring you back to the land of Israel. ™ Then you, my
people, will know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves and bring you
up from them. ™1 will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and | will settle you
in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have spoken, and | have
done it, declares the LORD.”

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The death and raising of Lazarus

11 Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill,
was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with
her hair.) ® So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love is ill.

*When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is
for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” ®* Now Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ® So when he heard that Lazarus
was ill, he stayed where he was two more days, "and then he said to his
disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’

% ‘But Rabbi, they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you,
and yet you are going back?’

® Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks
in the day-time will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. "° It is when
a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.’

" After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep; but | am going there to wake him up.’

2 His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ ** Jesus had
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

4 S0 then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, "* and for your sake | am
glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’

'® Then Thomas (also known as Didymus®) said to the rest of the disciples,
‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

" On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for
four days. *® Now Bethany was less than two miles™™ from Jerusalem, *® and
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their
brother. 22 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet
him, but Mary stayed at home.
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2L ord,” Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not

have died. # But | know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’
2 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’

24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.’

% Jesus said to her, ‘| am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes
in me will live, even though they die; ?® and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?’

?"*Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘| believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
who is to come into the world.’

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside.
‘The Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.” 2 When Mary heard
this, she got up quickly and went to him. * Now Jesus had not yet entered the
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3 When the
Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going
to the tomb to mourn there.

32\When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at
his feet and said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.’

3 \When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ** ‘Where have you
laid him?’ he asked.

‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied.
3% Jesus wept.
% Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!

37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?’

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a
stone laid across the entrance. ** ‘Take away the stone,” he said.

‘But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a
bad odour, for he has been there four days.’

“Then Jesus said, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory
of God?’

1 S0 they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, |
thank you that you have heard me. #*| knew that you always hear me, but |
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that
you sent me.’



43 \When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come
out! “ The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of
linen, and a cloth round his face.

Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’

> Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Creed - You are invited to stand

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession

Any suitable form may be used

These prayers end with...

Merciful Father

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Amen

The priest greets the people in peace

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been
brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.




Let us pray
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Prayer of God'’s Blessing

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a
firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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