
It was a sunny evening. I was busy preparing the project notes for 

my son. It is about photosynthesis. Forgot to mention, my son is a 

kindergartner. The topic is, “How do plants make food?”. I have 

prepared 10 points including all the terms (Chlorophyll, 

chloroplast and stomata). I made a model and a chart for him to 

present in the school. Prepared a hook up story too. After our 

usual evening routine, we sit together for the discussion. He was 

patiently listening to me. I started with the story of humans 

preparing their own food and ended up in plants. I probed him in 

between to check for understanding. Everything was fine. We 

continued the same discussion for almost a week, adding a few on 

top of it. And one day, I asked him to explain. He told me, “Mama, 

Plants do need sunlight, water and air to grow. It is producing its 

own food and saving few for future use. It helps us in giving 

oxygen, medicinal herbs, fruits and vegetables. So we take care of 

the plants well.” The understanding was correct. But he couldn’t 

recollect or remember the terms glucose, chlorophyll and starch.  

I am obfuscated. Did I achieve my objective? He understood 

photosynthesis at his level. Why I am not satisfied?  A stereotype 

mom inside me woke up. A mommy who wants his child not to 

miss even a single word. I am consoling myself, “He will feel 

confident only when he know the terms.” Actually not. I forgot my 

objective here. Most of the time, we miss the purpose of 

knowledge. A Knowledge is something needs to be constructed by 

the individual. This does not happen in a day. Our construction of 

knowledge starts from birth. We construct our knowledge by our 

own experiences, questioning and analysis. Understanding the 



basics of the wonderful process in the universe is more important 

rather than the terms. He may get familiar with the terms in 

future.  

There are six different levels (Starting from Remember, 

understand, Apply, Analyse, Evaluate and Create) in blooms 

taxonomy. All the levels are important here. Our children may be 

at any of these levels. Some children are good at remembering the 

factual information. Some may not good at remembering terms, 

but are able to create something new with their knowledge. Some 

are better at applying their knowledge. First we will understand 

our child’s nature and help them accordingly.  

All the children are born with innate abilities. We as parents are 

here to identify and nurture them not to have the same set of 

expectations.    

Never miss your objective… 
 


