
Content v/s Confidence 

The eternal tug o’ war between the Traditional and Montessori school 

Children arrive into this wide world with no apparent information at their hands. They receive 

information through their senses in the environment that they belong to and this information 

comes through cumulative observation and the language spoken by the adults around them. All 

this information is converted to facts by the child in due course of time. 

Early childhood 

Prior to the child’s formative years; the first three years after his birth are crucial as he explores 

and understands the physical activities around him like crawling, walking, speaking, digestion, 

excretion, interaction and building up on social skills. During this stage, he learns words and also 

partly their meanings. Eg: Fan, food, switch, remote, play, TV. 

The next three years turn immensely crucial as the child streamlines the collected data into right 

compartments in his brain. He uses his senses to correlate and consolidate the collected data and 

this is the point in time that as adults in his immediate surroundings, we must be careful as to the 

information that we share with him. Everything has a correlation in his mind. 

In India, we see that a child is sent to an institution away from home during the second stage (3 

to 6 years) which is termed as ‘preschool’. At preschool, he is expected to learn to categorize the 

collected data. The parents seem to be working on a different level; they seem to desire the 

validation of their child through display of the child’s skill and this translates into the teachers 

working towards fulfilling the wishes of the parents and results in conditioning the behavior of 

the child. 



In the process, broadly as adults we forget that we are working for the CHILD….  

Life has become transactional and our mind mostly looks for physical hygiene and cleanliness as 

a ‘must possess’ factors in the lives of our children and is totally oblivious to mental hygiene and 

its cleanliness too. 

Importance of freedom for a child’s learning 

On a broader perspective, if we need to see the child bloom into a better human who is 

independent and can aide himself/herself on the longer run, we need to ensure the freedom for 

the child to do so is also met. Instead, we ensure that he is protected and he has been provided for 

and in the process, he becomes someone who has to depend on adults to do his basic activities 

too. Adults find immense joy in being ‘the one to help’ rather than being ‘the one who waits 

upon’. 

Cultural differences between a Traditional and Montessori environment 

The Play Home environment does provide a lot of content and information, but it is all driven by 

the adult in the premises and not by the child. The child becomes a ‘follower’ and not a ‘doer’ in 

such a set up. He needs instructions to do something after completing an activity. He will not be 

self motivated as he works out of fear; fear of “what will she say if I do something on my own?” 

This fear becomes the spinal cord in the child’s life resulting in a person who will always seek 

guidance and instructions for a long time to come. 

The Play Home environment encourages the teacher to condition the child in preparation for 

display. He would know the spelling of 10 - 20 words perfectly, would be able to write it in a 

neat handwriting and also know the meaning and all required information on the individual 



words. Ditto with rhymes and numbers! If he wants to learn more, he is strongly told that he can 

learn more in the higher classes and is urged to stop his thinking. 

This clearly points out to the curriculum that makes the teacher’s job easier. The child is 

expected to learn discipline and social skills not by observation but by conditioning (which is 

next to impossible at that age, as they are explicit observers and imitators and not people who 

follow instructions). 

As opposed to a stringent, hand-me-down environment following a traditional approach, is the 

Montessori environment that provides confidence to the child while the content is present all 

around him/her to be imbibed through carefully prepared materials and aided by an assistant in 

the form of an adult. Here importance is given to the language spoken (consistency), the 

promises made and those that are kept building a step by step relationship with the child 

consisting of Repetition- Confidence – Belief – Faith and then Trust.  

When the process is completed, the child will be willing to work with any material he is handed 

with and also will be a confident person who will be able to take care of himself and his 

environment; all this without creating fear in him or ordering him. 

This method lacks initial display. The child does not report what he is doing in the environment 

as most of it is skill based and difficult for him to explain back home. Parents, unless aware of 

the inner systems of working, will remain agitated and will seek information and succumb to 

peer pressures which would largely be in the form of display akin to a play home environment in 

front of relatives and /or neighbors. 

The Montessori Method is clearly divided into understanding the sensitive periods of each child, 

knowing that in the same age group two children cannot be compared. All activities planned and 



displayed in the Montessori environment caters to the child who is gradually growing and 

moving ahead steadily. Eg: If the child is listening to sounds and words at 2.5 years, he uses 

moveable alphabets and picture cards.  By 3.5 to 4.5 years, he will write complete words and will 

be grammatically correct by 5.5 years. The initial activities are done individually, while slowly 

he works with other children and reaches a stage where he has moved from large materials to the 

book and pencil.  

What do you want for your child? 

Both methods impart education but the approach is culturally different, right from the setting of 

the class room to the environment, the display of materials to the training of the teachers to 

adults in the environment and from group attention to individual attention; yet there is a large 

cultural difference between a Play Home and Montessori Schools. 

It is the responsibility of parents and adults working with children who need to evaluate what is 

it that they want for their child; a Play Home method where Content is of prime importance with 

display in relation to fear or a Montessori Method where Confidence and Independence 

automatically bring in more Content for the child.  

The answer seems obvious; as parents or adults we are responsible for creating confident citizens 

of tomorrow who are ready to take on the challenges of the wide world! 
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*The term ‘he’ is used to refer to a child and is not gender specific 

 



 


