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6 REPORTS 

6.1 HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS FOR RENAMING OF CALLIOPE PARK TO 
MATAHOURUA PARK 

Author: Dylan Cliff, Resource Planner Parks 
Kaihanga Mahere Rawa (Ngā Pāka) 

Authoriser: Andrew Dalziel, General Manager Infrastructure / Deputy Chief Executive 
Pouwhakahaere Mahinga Rangatōpū / Tumuaki Tuarua  

  
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information to support Te Puna Kōrero in 
receiving submissions for hearings on the proposed renaming of Calliope Park to Matahourua 
Park. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That Te Puna Kōrero: 
1. Receive the report.  
2. Receive the two oral submissions on the renaming of Calliope Park to Matahourua Park. 
3. Receive the 10 written submissions on the renaming of Calliope Park to Matahourua Park. 
4. Receive the three late submissions and agrees to consider these in deliberations on the 

renaming of Calliope Park to Matahourua Park. 
5. Note the hearings schedule may change as submitters confirm their speaking times. 
 
Reports contain recommendations only. Refer to the meeting minutes for the final decision. 
 

BACKGROUND 
History 
1. There have been discussions with Ngāti Toa Rangatira, through Council’s Kaumātua, Taku 

Parai, around the proposed renaming of Calliope Crescent and Calliope Park (the Park) in 
Cannons Creek. 

2. The name Calliope is considered culturally offensive because of the history of the vessel it is 
named after; Calliope was a 26-gun frigate that held Te Rauparaha captive on board after his 
arrest in 1846 by Governor Grey. Te Rauparaha was a paramount chief of Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira and was instrumental in the journey from Kāwhia to Pōneke of his beloved iwi to 
find solace and prosperity in a new part of Aotearoa. 

3. Council resolved to rename Calliope Crescent in a meeting of Te Puna Kōrero on the 7th 
April 2022 and officially unveiled the new name on 18th May 2022. 

4. The replacement name, gifted by Ngāti Toa Rangatira, to replace the name Calliope is 
Matahourua. It is proposed to rename Calliope Park as Matahourua Park accordingly. 

Reserves Act Process 
5. In the 7 April 2022 report to Te Puna Kōrero recommending the renaming of Calliope Street it 

was mentioned that the Reserves Act 1977 process for Calliope Park would follow the 
renaming of the street. 

6. Under the Reserves Act 1977 Council can change the names of a reserve by notice in the 
Gazette under s.16(10). 
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7. Under Section 1.9 of Porirua City Council’s Reserves Management Plan Council is required 
to consult with Te Rūnanga o Toa Rangatira, reserve users, reserve neighbours and any 
other identified affected and interested parties when renaming existing parks. 

Hearing of Submissions 
8. A public consultation process was carried out between the 10th to 24th June 2022. 
9. Public consultation was released in Kapi-Mana News, distributed to all libraries in the city, 

and a poster drop was made around Cannons Creek focusing on Park users. A poster was 
also erected in the Park to notify the public of the name change. 

10. Consultation was undertaken to ensure that the Park could be renamed in a timely manner 
and that there was not undue delay between the renaming of the Street and the Park. 

Hearing of Submissions 
11. Twelve submissions were received on the renaming of Calliope Park. A full summary of 

submissions is included in Attachment 1. 
12. Two submitters requested the opportunity to present their submission in person. 

Submissions of people wishing to be heard are attached to this report (Attachment 2).  
13. A schedule of submitters to be heard is included (Attachment 3). Note that there may be last 

minute changes to this schedule if personal circumstances affect submitter attendance on 
the day. An updated schedule will be distributed on the day of the hearing if required.  

14. Submitters have 10 minutes each to present their submission, which includes time for 
questions from the Mayor and Councillors. 

15. Some submitters may wish to give a PowerPoint presentation or bring additional material for 
distribution by officers to support their submission. This material should only support their 
submission rather than introduce new themes. 

16. Submitters will choose how best to use their presentation time, for example they might use 
five minutes for speaking and five minutes for questions, or the full 10 minutes to present 
with no questions. 

17. Questions can be asked of the submitters for clarification, or to expand on specific 
submission points. 

CONCLUSION 
18. Te Puna Kōrero has an opportunity to hear from those who wish to present their views on the 

proposed renaming of Calliope Park. Analysis of all submissions will be presented to Te 
Puna Kōrero at Deliberations on Thursday 18 August 2022. 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

CONTRIBUTION TO COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
19. The renaming of Calliope Park contributes to the strategic priority of; “Partnering with Ngāti 

Toa Rangatira in all that we do.” The previous name, Calliope, is offensive to Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira, as it is the name of the ship which transported Ngāti Toa Rangatira tupuna Te 
Rauparaha after his capture at Taupō Pā to be interred in Auckland. The new name, 
Matahourua, has been gifted to Council by Ngāti Toa Rangatira. This is the name of the 
ocean going twin hulled waka which Kupe sailed to Aotearoa. This name reflects the journey 
of many in Porirua’s east who have had similar journeys across the Pacific to Aotearoa. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Cost/Financial Implications 
20. Public notification of the park renaming has cost Council $470.00 for advertising materials. 
21. There are some additional costs for naming the reserve. This will involve new signage within 

the Park, which can be accommodated within existing operating budgets. Gazetting the 
name has no cost associated, as this can be undertaken along with other gazette notices, 
which are prepared each year. The costs of previous classifications have been estimated at 
around $6,000. Adding the new name to the next series of gazetted classifications would not 
increase this cost. 

Ongoing Cost 
22. If the proposal is approved, new naming signage will need to be constructed and installed for 

the Park noted above. Funding for this will come from existing budgets. Maintenance of 
signage is undertaken as part of regular maintenance conducted by the Parks & City 
Services Team on all reserves. 

Funding Source 
23. The cost of renaming the reserve and erecting signage will be met from existing budgets if 

the proposal is approved. 

Financial Prudence Benchmarks - (if required) 
24. Not applicable. 
 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
25. Reserve names are officially gazetted under section 16(10) of the Reserves Act 1977, 

Council does not usually follow this process for individual parks, as this has a large cost. 
Instead, Council does a yearly gazettal of all parks. Park names do not need to be gazetted 
but may be if Council deems this necessary. Many of the parks around Aotearoa do not have 
names officially lodged in the Gazette.  

26. With respect to the specific naming of Matahourua, Council’s naming policy in the RMP 
provides a suitable policy framework for naming reserves within Porirua. Policy 1.9, which 
sets criteria for naming reserves, is as follows: 

• Most reserves within Porirua, both existing and new, are informally named after 
the name most commonly used by the local community or after the nearest street 
in the locality. Section 16 (10) of the Act sets out the procedures for officially 
naming or renaming reserves. 

• It is acknowledged that many of the places in Porirua have a historic Māori name, 
and that new names can be insensitive to historic naming usage. In many 
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circumstances, referring to the Māori name of a place adds to its local 
significance and character. 

Outcome 

The names of reserves in Porirua reflect Porirua’s natural, cultural and historic 
heritage. 

Policies 

a. Official names for reserves will be established after consultation with Te Rūnanga 
o Toa Rangatira, reserve users, reserve neighbours and any other identified 
affected and interested parties. 

b. The name of a reserve should reflect the relevance of the site, its history and use 
and the purpose for which it was reserved. 

c. Reserves may be named after deceased individuals if those people have made a 
significant contribution to the open space and recreational heritage of Porirua. 
Preference will be given to naming areas within reserves. 

d. Reserve names will not include sponsor names. 

e. Both Māori and European names should generally be used on new signage and 
in documentation. 

27. The above proposed name, gifted from Ngāti Toa Rangatira meets the criteria above for the 
following reasons: 

a. The name been gifted to Council by Ngāti Toa Rangatira and they have requested that 
this name, which is offensive to Mana Whenua, be changed. 

b. The history and use of the site are for a neighbourhood playground. The purpose for 
which it is reserved under the Reserves Act is as a recreation reserve. The name is not 
in conflict with the recreational values of the reserve. 

c. The reserve is not named after a deceased individual. 
d. The reserve name does not include a sponsor name. 
e. The new name of the reserve, Matahourua, is a Te Reo Māori name and is the name of 

the twin hulled ocean-going Waka in which Kupe discovered Aotearoa. The name has 
significance to both Tangata Whenua as well as more recent immigrants. The name 
celebrates the cultural connection of Aotearoa with the Pacific, which reflects the 
vibrant multicultural neighbourhood of Cannon’s Creek. Furthermore, this will add to 
the significance and character of Cannon’s Creek.  

FOUR WELL-BEINGS 
28. The matters in this paper relate primarily to the social and cultural well-beings. Naming 

reserves creates a sense of place for these public spaces, defines their intended purpose, 
and encourages their use by the public. The current name, Calliope, is offensive to Ngāti Toa 
Rangatira and therefore changing this name in partnership with Ngāti Toa Rangatira 
expresses Council’s strong partnership. The new name for the Park, Matahourua, has been 
gifted by Ngāti Toa Rangatira and celebrates the journey of many who live in Cannon’s 
Creek from the Pacific to Aotearoa, similar to Kupe’s discovery on his waka. 

RECOGNITION OF TREATY PRINCIPLES 
29. If approved, renaming Calliope Park will replace a name that is offensive to Ngāti Toa 

Rangatira due to the problematic history of this name with respect to Ngāti Toa Rangatira 
tupuna Te Rauparaha. Ngāti Toa Rangatira gifted the new name that is proposed, 
Matahourua, which fits with nautical naming themes for Eastern Porirua and further reflects 
the character of the area, which has many Pacific families. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
30. The report does not trigger Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy. 
ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
31. Ngāti Toa Rangatira were approached for suggestions regarding names for the reserve, and 

provided the name recommended in this report. This name also reflects the intended use and 
purpose of the reserve. 

32. The name change was publicly notified and twelve submissions were received. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Submissions of all submitters   
2. Submissions from submitters who wish to be heard   
3. Hearing Schedule - 14 July 2022    
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