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if different
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Courier Address

Wellington 6140
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Home
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2.

This is a submission on the Proposed District Plan for Porirua.

3.

I could 
I could not 
gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.
(Please tick relevant box)
If you could gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission please complete
point four below:

4.

I am 
I am not 
directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that:
(a) adversely affects the environment; and
(b) does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade competition.
(Please tick relevant box if applicable)
Note:

If you are a person who could gain an advantage in trade competition through the submission,
your right to make a submission may be limited by clause 6(4) of Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

5.

I wish 
I do not wish 
To be heard in support of my submission
(Please tick relevant box)

6.

I will 
I will not 
Consider presenting a joint case with other submitters, who make a similar submission, at a
hearing.
(Please tick relevant box)

Please complete section below (insert additional boxes per provision you are submitting on):
The specific provision of the proposal that my submission relates to:
Wellington City Councils submission responds, but is not limited to, to the objectives below and
associated policies:
NE-O1 – Natural character, landscapes and features and ecosystems
NE-O3 – Preventing further degradation of Te Awarua-O-Porirua Harbour
REE-O3 – Resilience
UFD-O1 – Urban growth
UFD-O2 – Urban land supply
UFD-O3 – Urban form
UFD-O6 – Quality urban form and place making
THWT-O1 – Hydraulic neutrality
Do you: Support? Oppose? Amend?
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the Proposed Porirua District Plan through the
consultation process, which closes on 20th November. Wellington City Council (‘the Council’) provides
general support for the Proposed Plan. The Council recognises that through this District Plan review
process and beyond, Porirua City Council (PCC) will implement multiple pieces of national direction,
including those related to urban development and the first set of National Planning Standards.

Wellington City Council has been an active respondent in the development of the Proposed Porirua
District Plan, providing general support for the full draft District Plan in late 2019. The Council supports this
collaborative approach to developing consistent Plans and welcomes on-going collaboration with PCC in
the Wellington City Council District Plan review process.

This submission also provides support for the approach taken by PCC to govern resource management

issues in Porirua City.

What decision are you seeking from Council?
What action would you like: Retain? Amend? Add? Delete?
Wellington City Council is seeking that Porirua City Council retain the provisions as proposed in the
updated District Plan.
The Council is supportive of further additions to the Plan, as appropriate through the submissions process,
to support a well-functioning and vibrant Porirua City.

Reasons:
1.

Regional population growth in the Porirua City and Wellington City contexts.

The region is growing faster than it has done for many decades. Over the next 30 years, the local authorities
in the Wellington region will face pressure to accommodate between 52,000 and 66,000 additional homes.
PCC has experienced growth rates of 2% or more over the last 3 years. Wellington City Council supports
the efforts of PCC to provide for Porirua’s existing and expected population growth through medium density
residential zones and an element of greenfield development while ensuring development is designed
sensitively for water and ecological values.
The Planning for Growth Programme of work responds to Wellington’s projected population growth of
between 50,000 to 80,000 people over the next 30 years. It aims to address these challenges and
opportunities and seeks to ensure new homes, transport networks, infrastructure and services are provided
in a resilient and sustainable manner.
The draft Spatial Plan that sets the strategic direction for the City’s growth and change over the next 30
years, which was consulted on from August to October 2020. This will be followed by consultation on a draft
(non-statutory) District Plan in mid-2021.
This work is also integrated with the Let’s Get Wellington Moving programme which is a significant transport
and urban planning initiative for the City which presents many opportunities.

2.

Regional approach to growth through the Wellington Regional Growth Framework
Relevant Objectives: UFD-O1, UFD-O3, UFD-O6

PCC’s proposed growth pattern aligns with the draft Wellington Regional Growth Framework (WRGF). The
Council welcomes PCC’s on-going involvement in the development of the WRGF alongside the other
Councils in the region and Horowhenua District Council.

Given the regional cross-boundary interdependencies in relation to housing, transport, the natural
environment, infrastructure, and business economies the Council considers it is important that all the
Councils involved in the WRGF continue to support a joined-up approach to managing growth in the
Wellington region.

Wellington City Council acknowledges the possibility of developing a regional Future Development
Strategy (FDS) through the next iteration of the WRGF.

3.

Updates required by the National Policy Statement on Urban Development (NPS UD)
Relevant Objectives: UFD-O1, UFD-O2, UFD-O3, UFD-O6

It is the Council’s understanding that once your proposed District Plan is operative PCC will seek to
progress Plan Changes to align the new Plan with the requirements of the NPS UD within the timescales
specified within the NPS UD.

The Wellington City Council and PCC planning teams are undertaking initial talks on opportunities to
expand Wellington City Council’s ’10-minute walkable catchments’ mapping approach to cover the PCC/
WCC boundary area in Kenepuru.

The Council recognises the importance of applying 10-minute walking catchments consistently across
both authority areas. Therefore, a collaborative and cross-boundary approach to standardising growth
analysis will continue to be supported to ensure knowledge is shared between Councils.

4.

Alignment with WCC DP Review
Relevant Objectives: UFD-O1, UFD-O3, UFD-O6

The Council welcomes on-going cross-council collaboration in the development of updated and new
statutory and non-statutory planning documents for both Councils to ensure a consistent approach.
Wellington City Council acknowledges the benefits of such working in the context of the recommendations
of the New directions for resource management in New Zealand Report (July 2020), which include
developing a mandatory Plan for each region that combines regional policy statements and regional and
district plans.

5.

Matters related to Natural Environment
Relevant Objectives: NE-O1, NE-O3, REE-03, THWT-01

Increasing development pressure in the PPC catchment could lead to increased sediment loading and water
quality issues in the Porirua stream and Pāuatahanui inlet. Given these issues PCC, Wellington City Council
and Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) will need to work more co-operatively to ensure
sustainable management of this important taonga.
The Proposed Porirua Plan’s Strategic Direction Chapter emphasises our Council’s role “sharing the
responsibility for improving water quality and the health of Porirua Harbour and catchment.” Wellington City
Council wholeheartedly supports this goal. Our Draft Spatial Plan endorses this position that housing targets
must not be achieved at the expense of the natural environment or blue and green infrastructure.

Towards this goal, Wellington City Council officers have been working on the review of our District Plan,
which will be released in a draft non-statutory format in July 2021. One of the key issues is to require ‘water
sensitive development’ measures for the subdivision, use and development of land. This is expected to
reduce further degradation of Porirua Catchment within the Wellington City boundary.
The Council supports Porirua’s planning approach to adopt hydraulic neutrality principle to manage
stormwater systems and managing the associated negative impacts from flooding.

The hydraulic neutrality principle is used as a starting point to achieve minimal impact to the network
capacity. Porirua’s proposed plan includes the requirement of water meters, rainwater tanks, and stormwater
detention. Wellington City Council and Porirua City Council are stakeholders in Greater Wellington Regional
Council (GWRC)’s Whaitua (catchment) process. Last year, we saw Porirua Whaitua process being finalised
and the recommendations of the Whaitua Committee. This will require a regulatory change for our Councils
down the line. No doubt the current Hutt Valley and Wellington City Whaitua process will have similar
aspirations as far as the sustainable water management outcomes. It is reassuring that both Councils are
looking into three waters network capacity being improved through District Plan tools. Water quality will be
improved as a result of that. This, in return, will meet the central and regional government requirements
around freshwater management.
Wellington City Council would like to acknowledge Porirua City Council’s work around protecting significant
natural areas (SNAs) and outstanding natural features and landscapes (ONFs and ONLs). A similar process
is currently being undertaken by this Council. It is heartening to see our Councils’ plans will help improve
biodiversity and landscape outcomes in the Wellington City and Porirua City. The protection of these areas
also contributes to improvements in the catchment management as they improve water quality and keep
the habitat for species.

6.

Next steps

Wellington City Council acknowledges that the current consultation on the Proposed District Plan
represents one stage in an iterative process of reviewing Porirua’s District Plan. The Council seeks to
maintain continued involvement through the District Plan review process and would welcome the
opportunity to understand the feedback received from this consultation. This is to ensure that any relevant
amendments to the Proposed District Plan are reflected in the Wellington City draft District Plan, which is
due for release as a non-statutory consultation draft in mid-2021.

The Council looks forward to this continued involvement, as well as collaboration on the Wellington
Regional Growth Framework and future iterations of the Housing and Business Assessment, as required
by the NPS UD.

Please return this form no later than 5pm on Friday 20 November 2020 to:
• Proposed District Plan, Environment and City Planning, Porirua City Council, PO Box 50-218,
PORIRUA CITY or
• email dpreview@pcc.govt.nz
18/11/2020
(Resubmission on Form 5)
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