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Introduction - I am a rural landowner in Porirua City for 40 years , 

forestry owner , conservationist and carbon farmer . 

 

I have worked for 33 years with Greater Wellington in there Parks 

Department, mostly being the Supervising Maintenance Ranger and 

before in DOC in native forest restoration.  

 

I also hold a National Certificate in Horticulture specializing in native 

forest restoration . I have also have managed my own property native 

forest restoration and conservation efforts for over 40 years . 

 

These qualifications and experiences gives me knowledge to comment on 

values and objectives outlined in the Natural Environment section in the 

Proposed District Plan 

 

One of its failings is it being made to cover all the types of native forest 

land in the city , that is one size fits all . 

There is a wide range of land making up the SNA land as described in the 

plan across the city . 

These range from the small , one owner ,  urban section to the large 

landscape rural land under multiple owner ship .  

To under take Protection and restoration initiatives as ECO-P7 , one 

needs to under stand the threats and to cover off these threats in the plan   

For the SNA forest rural land to protect and restore the native forest there 

is a need to make fencing compulsory and to undertake pest animal and 

weed control in a timely manner .  

 

Our land is fenced with pest control under taken and has a healthy native 

covenanted forest removing these threats . 

The need for fencing and pest control has been illustrated by the 

neighbouring land around our covenanted land .This neighbouring forest 

land has been included into the plan as SNA land  . At present this land 

contains large numbers of pigs , goats and other pest animals and plants  

The forested under story area has been reduced to a few native plants 

which are unpleasant to eat for the goats . The regeneration has been 

eaten with forest succession halted . The ground has been compacted with 

no leaf litter causing increased water runoff and erosion into the harbour . 

The forest canopy is dying with holes opening up allowing pest plants 

such as Old Mans Beard to grow . The rare and threatened native plants 

which makes our land a KNE have also been eaten and no longer existing   



 

 

  

 

If left these surrounding native forest areas will disappear , the fact being 

there is nothing in the rules to stop landowners stocking there SNA land 

with pest animals to remove the native vegetation . The need for fencing 

out livestock in a farming area from a forest area goes without saying  to 

protect its biodiversity    

 

To meet the Draft National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity 

the statement was based around four criteria . One was to preserve the 

indigenous plants and habitats of the ecological district , includes 

diversity and pattern of the site , natural range of flora and fauna . 

From this comes the Proposed District Plan and its Natural Environment 

Values .   

 

Without fencing and pest control the native flora and fauna on private 

SNA land will disappear and this needs to be made compulsory to meet 

the above statement requirements'   

 

There is also a need to separate out the different types of land into two 

groups . These being the small urban section and the rural land  

Each having different threats for there protection and restoration . 

These threats can then be addressed in objectives and outcomes .  

For the rural land stock prove fencing along with good pest control .    

 

Again I refer back to the attached meeting notes and letter from 2000 

council public consultation   

This spelled a good way forward but were ignored by council when the 

objectives' were drafted in the present proposed District Plan .   

 

Again the objectives fail to protect the indigenous vegetation as written in 

the proposed district plan without adding the need for fencing and good 

pest control  

 

Thank you               

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

View of forest without pest control (unfenced) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

View of forest with pest control (fenced) 


























