Tooth-Colored Fillings FAQ for Parents

Your questions about modern, natural-looking fillings for your child, answered.

Based on Tooth Colored Fillings by Cool Mountain Kids Pediatric Dentistry

Q: What are tooth-colored fillings?

A: Tooth-colored fillings are natural-looking alternatives to traditional silver fillings, made from composite resin.
When placed by a pediatric dentistry specialist, they blend seamlessly with your child's natural tooth structure,
making them virtually invisible.

Q: Are tooth-colored fillings safe for my child?

A: Yes, tooth-colored fillings are completely safe for children. They are made from BPA-free composite resin
materials that have been thoroughly tested for biocompatibility and contain no mercury or other metals.

Q: How long do tooth-colored fillings last?

A: Modern tooth-colored fillings typically last 7-10 years when properly placed and maintained. Longevity can
depend on the size and location of the filling, but specialized pediatric techniques help maximize their lifespan.

Q: Do tooth-colored fillings cost more than silver fillings?

A: Yes, tooth-colored fillings generally cost more than amalgam (silver) fillings. This is because the materials
are more expensive, and the placement technique requires additional skill and time.

Q: Why do tooth-colored fillings cost more?

A: The higher cost of tooth-colored fillings is due to the more expensive composite resin materials and the
specialized, time-consuming placement technique required to achieve optimal, natural-looking results.

Q: How are tooth-colored fillings placed?

A: The process involves removing decay and then bonding the composite resin directly to the tooth structure.
The resin is applied and cured in thin layers, allowing for precise color matching and shaping before being
polished.

Q: Do tooth-colored fillings preserve more healthy tooth structure?

A: Yes, unlike amalgam fillings that require mechanical retention, composite resin bonds directly to the tooth.
This means less healthy tooth material needs to be removed during preparation.

Q: Are tooth-colored fillings noticeable?

A: No, tooth-colored fillings are designed to blend seamlessly with your child's natural tooth color, making
them virtually unnoticeable. This is especially important for front teeth or any teeth visible when smiling.

Q: What are traditional amalgam fillings made of?

A: Traditional amalgam fillings, often called 'silver fillings,' are made from a combination of metals, including
silver, tin, copper, and mercury.

Q: How do amalgam fillings differ from tooth-colored fillings in placement?
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A: Amalgam fillings require dentists to create specific shapes within the tooth for mechanical retention, often
removing more healthy tooth structure. Tooth-colored fillings bond directly to the tooth, preserving more natural
material.

Q: Can amalgam fillings cause problems over time?

A: Yes, amalgam fillings can create problems over time. As the metal flexes with temperature changes, it can
cause microscopic cracks to form in the surrounding tooth structure.

Q: Why might parents prefer tooth-colored fillings over amalgam?

A: Many parents prefer tooth-colored fillings to avoid mercury-containing materials and for their natural,
aesthetic appearance, which can boost a child's confidence.

Q: Does Cool Mountain Kids offer payment options for tooth-colored fillings?

A: Yes, Cool Mountain Kids Pediatric Dentistry works with most major insurance providers and offers various
payment options to make tooth-colored fillings accessible to families.

Q: What makes Cool Mountain Kids Pediatric Dentistry a good choice for
fillings?
A: Dr. Derek has specialized pediatric training, and the practice uses a child-centered approach. They offer

comprehensive care, focus on prevention, and have expertise with special needs patients, ensuring a positive
dental experience.
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Resources & Further Reading
Related guides for these FAQs:

m Tooth-Colored Fillings vs. Amalgam Fillings for Kids (Comparison)

https://storage.googleapis.com/pediatric-dentistry-checklists-20260707-da6a4 7/pediatric-dentistry/Comparison/tooth-colored-fillings-compa

rison.pdf

m Tooth-Colored Fillings vs. Amalgam: A Parent's Guide Workbook

https://storage.googleapis.com/pediatric-dentistry-checklists-20260707-788b58/pediatric-dentistry/Workbook/tooth-colored-fillings-workboo
k.pdf
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Choose natural-looking, safe, and durable tooth-colored fillings for your child's healthy smile.
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