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Corrections made to the Action Plan after8.5.2013

14.06.2013 small adjustments and correctionstiedides in the chapter 4.2
18.10.2013 an extra meeting was included intstdmedule in the chapter 4.2
14.02.2014 correct reference to the updated stdriRlaFC FI 1006:2008 (v3 —> v4).

1. The background for work

PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forestfication Schemes) requirements for forest
certification for forest management and use (sted)dare revised at five-year intervals in
cooperation with stakeholders interested in suatdenuse of forests. The PEFC standards currently
used in Finland were compiled in 2008-2009. Inteonal PEFC endorsement of documents of the
Finnish PEFC scheme is valid until July 2015.

The PEFC System is widely applied in Finnish formahagement. Over 90 % of Finnish
commercial forests are certified in accordance vétiuirements of the PEFC.

2. Objectives of standards’ revision

The international standard PEFC ST 1003:2010 (8wdike Forest Management) of the PEFC
(www.pefc.org -> Resources -> Technical Documeotetr PEFC International Standards) provides a
framework for the revision of the Finnish PEFC sli@ml. The final outcome of the revision procedbe-
revised set of the PEFC FI standard of forest nesneigt shall comply with the content of the sudiderfarest
management included into the international starafaid PEFC.

In Finland forests are an important and diverseta®rests and forest management are part of the
society and different interest groups and parte® liliverse expectations changing over time inrcsga
to forest use. The objective of the revision ofRii=C FI standard is that the final outcome islanoad
entity of ecological, economic and social elemémds takes into account various opinions of différe
societal stakeholders. The final standard shadl Be applicable in the operational environmetiteof
Finnish forest sector in the second half of 20T8s final outcome of revision creates a base fer th
following revision of the PEFC FI standard due waitthe following five year period.

3. The process of revision
3.1.Assighment

The PEFC Finland initiated revision of the PEFCiieria on 13.2.2013 by inviting identified
stakeholders responsible and interested of sustiaimanagement and use of forests, to join the
standard setting working group with the aim to sevihe Finnish PEFC criteria.

The international standard PEFC ST 1001:2010 (Srah@etting) of the PEFC (www.pefc.org
-> Resources -> Technical Documentation -> PEF&rhattional Standards) provides a
framework for the revision of the criteria for fetananagement. International requirements are
included into the document PEFC FI 1006:2008_vdn{&ard Setting Procedures) that defines
procedures for setting national standards andnestlihe processes for the standard setting working

group.
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The starting point of the revision process of tlk#E standard are two standards (PEFC FlI
1002:2009 — Criteria for Group Certification andEFZ FI 1003:2009 — Criteria for certification —
Level of Forest Holdings of Individual Owners) (wwpefc.fi -> Asiakirjat ja materiaalit ->
Standardit), that include requirements for foreahagement carried out in PEFC certified Finnish
forests.

The standard setting group works autonomously addgendently from the PEFC Finland. The PEFC
Finland follows the standard revision process t&arsure that the process and the set of criteria fo
forest management as its final outcome compliel thi¢ international requirements imposed by the
PEFC.

3.2 Work phases and final outcomes

The standard setting working group operates angtadtecisions in accordance with procedures
described in the chapter 5.2 (Standard setting wgrroup for forest certification), the chaptes 5.
(Resolution of disputes and complaints) and thehab.4 (Preparation of revision of the criteed) s
of the Standard setting procedures (PEFC FI 100@.2¢4).

The standard setting working group submits itstdstndard including requirements for forest
management and use and a dossier related to itopevent to the PEFC Finland. The documents
submitted by the standard setting working groufuishe an action plan, meeting minutes, compilatibn o
comments submitted in the written form and theorgessing, minutes and rulings of dispute and /or
complaints resolution, a report on testing of tlaét dtandard, draft versions of the standard iavadi diraft
version of the standard.

The standard setting working group submits thel fimécome of revision — a revised set of criteria
of forest certification (= final draft standard s&m) to PEFC Finland - Finnish Forest Certificatio

Council by the end of June 2014. The PEFC Finlasuiles on adoption of the final draft standard
version submitted by the standard setting worknogig, publishes an approved standard and submits
English translations of the standard for the PEFEQr&Il’s international endorsement process.

4. Proceduresand schedule
4.1 Procedures

The standard revision takes place in regular mgeti the standard setting working group
and in the preparations and reviews carried auebatthe meetings.

The standard setting working group appointgoaking committee, which includes the
chairman of the standard setting working groupisgras a chairman of the working
committee, the secretary of the standard settingdkiwg group serving as a secretary and
selected members of the standard setting workiogmas committee members. The working
committee is under supervision of the standardngettorking group and it prepares proposals
for the working group’s consideration. The workemmmittee may consult other members of
the standard setting working group and externaédspf necessary. Minutes of the working
committee meetings are sent to members of the atdrsgtting working group within one
week from the committee meeting.

The standard setting working group can apposulagroup to investigate specific issuekhe
subgroup appoints a chairman among its membersettaary of the standard setting working group
serves as a secretary for the subgroup. The miniutes subgroup meetings @ent to the members
of the standard setting working group within oneelvérom the subgroup meeting.



PEFC Standard Setting Working Group Action Plan 4(6)

Approvedat the medng of thestandard settir working
group on 8.5.2013 (modified 14.2.2014).

The secretary of the standard setting working glisupsponsible for practicarganization of

meetings Whenever possible, the working group meetingsi@anized in Helsinki in the premises of
member organizations. Members of the working graxgpnotified about the place of each meeting at
least one week prior to the meeting. If a membard@puty member is not able to attend the meetirsy,
member shall notify the secretary of the workingugr about his absence at least two days prioreto th
meeting. Materials for the meeting shall be suladito members of the working group at least one
week prior to the meeting.

The working committee of the standard setting wagkgroup and subgroups prepare their
proposals on standard structure and content @frizritor the meetings according to the mandateegtan
to them.

Emails are used for theternal communication of the standard setting working group if not
required demands otherwise by any of the members.

Members of the standard setting working group pidite in the work of the working group at the cost
of the party they represent. The PEFC Finland stppte working group by providing the work inpats
a chairman and a secretary as well as its intesiteeand mailing list for external communication.

4.2 Schedules

The standard setting working group starts its woitke kick-off meeting on 8.5.2013. At the end of
2013 the standard setting working group submitditeedraft version of the standard for public
consultation for 30 days. In spring 2014 the stethdatting working group submits the second draft
version for public consultation lasting for 30 days

In its work the working group shall aim at preparihe final draft version of the standard and
submitting it to the PEFC Finland by the end ofe)2814. Submission of the final draft standarahis a
indication that all stakeholders participatinghe tvork of the standard setting group have agpmtthe
draft of the standard.

Planned dates of meetings of the standard settorgimg group, as well as work phases and
milestones are presented in the following table plan will be clarified by the standard
setting working group during the course of the work
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Date Event / Work phase Content of a meeting/ Subjeci
8.5.2013 The constitutive/kick-off | Organization of the working group, processing
meeting of the standard | and adoption of the Work Program, as well as
setting WG determination of dates for meetings in 2013.
14.6.2013 The second meeting of | Start of discussing the development needs
9am.— the standard setting WG | /proposals presented by working group members.
6.9.2013 The third meeting of the | Topic: Ecological issues related to biodiversity
9am. — standard setting WG Development of draft criteria
18.10.2013 The fourth meeting of the Topic: Issues related to wood production and
9am. — standard setting WG economy
Development of draft criteria
5.11.2013 The fifth meeting of the | Topic: Issues related to social point of view and
9a.m.— standard setting WG multiple use of forests
Development of draft criteria
29.11.2013 The sixth meeting of the | Review of the draft standards
9am. — standard setting WG
3.12.2013 Public seminar Presentation of the content of the first draft
9a.m. - standard version before public consultation.

Thefirst draft of standard is completed for public
consultation.

Starts on 2.1.2014
and ends on

The 30-day consultation
period of the first draft

The first draft standard is available for public
consultation.

31.1.2014 standard
14.2.2014 The seventh meeting of | Processing of received comments.
9a.m. - the standard setting WG
14.3.2014 The eighth meeting of the The second draftstandard version of the set of
9am. — standard setting WG criteria is ready for submission for public
consultation.

March-April The 30-day consultation | The second draft version is available for public
2014 period of the second draft consultation.

standard
March-April Pilot testing Field testing of the second drafhdtrd by a
2014 nominated expert party.
15.5.2014 The ninth meeting of the | Processing of received comments and results of
9a.m. — standard setting WG pilot testing.
12.6.2014 The tenth meeting of the | The final draft standard version is ready and
9a.m. - standard setting WG submitted to the PEFC Finland.

ng

n
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5. Communication plan
5.1Seminar

Before submitting the first draft version for pubtionsultation (end of year 2013) the working group
will organize an open seminar to present the cbotéime draft standard. A broad range of repretieat
from different stakeholder groups are invited te seminar.

5.2 Other external communication

The standard setting working group shall informublic about launching of the woriks action
plan,work progress and possibilities for commentifige standard setting working group is
responsible for its own communication. Approved mes shall be submitted to PEFC Finland
that publishes them without any delay on the irgepage informing about the work of the
standard setting working grodnptp://www.pefc.fi -> Criteria work 2013-2014 (“Kriteerity®
2013"). Drafts of standards are published on tieeniat promptly after the working group’s approval.

Standard setting group publishes press releasé¥lannching of the standard setting working
group, (ii) organization and participation in ttegrsnar, (iii) finalization of the first and (iv) send
draft of the standard and possibilities for comnmgnon them, as well as (v) the final draft
standard version. The standard setting working greuiews and approves the content of the
press releases. The PEFC Finland offers its méiginigr publishing the press releases. The clairm
may, however, inform public on the working grougiéision before the following meeting, if he/she is
authorized to do so by the working group.

The communication plan will be reviewed at the eh@013, if deemed necessary.
5.3. Contact details of the standard setting workig group
Contact details of the standard setting workingigrare:

Metsasertifioinnin standardityéryhma c/o
Kalle Vanhatalo

Metsatalouden kehittamiskeskus Tapio
Pohjoinen Rautatiekatu 21 B

00100 Helsinki

E-mail: kalle.vanhatalo@tapio.fi

Phone: 040 192 1874



