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1. Start of the revision

PEFC Norway’s current certificate is valid until Nov 5th 2015.

PEFC Norway started the revision process in April 2013 with doing a stakeholder mapping to identify all relevant sectors and relevant stakeholders in these sectors, who could have an interest in sustainable forestry and forest certification (stakeholder mapping - see attachment 1).  There were not identified any especially disadvantaged stakeholders, but in order to see that all identified stakeholders received the information about the revision, all stakeholders were directly contacted with a letter inviting them to participate. 
The start of the revision was publicly announced on PEFC Norway’s website and all the stakeholders identified in the stakeholder mapping received an mail with invitation to participate in the revision process. The same invitation were published on PEFC Norway’s website (http://www.pefcnorge.org/artikkel.cfm?ID_art=179 ). The start of the revision  was also announced on the website of several of the member organisations of PEFC Norway.
The applicable standard setting procedures (PEFC N ST 1002:2013) for the revision where revised in 2013, and fulfils the requirements in PEFC ST 1001:2010 – Standard setting – requirements. The standard setting procedures is available on PEFC Norway’s website, www.pefcnorge.no. There was no feedback on the invitation which indicated that procedures for the revision had to be changed, and the Board of PEFC Norway concluded to continue the revision based on the applicable procedures.
The records related to the revision is kept by the secretariat of PEFC Norway for minimum five years, and the secretariat will make them available to interested parties upon request.
In order to lay the foundation of the revision process and clarify how the conditions in the Norwegian forests have developed compared with the standard, criteria and indicators in the PEFC Norway forest management standard, a research project were carried out. The project report is only available in Norwegian, therefore a summary in English is made available (see attachment 2).
2. Established working committee
Based on the nominations done by the invited stakeholders the Board of PEFC Norway in August 20th 2013 established a working committee with representatives of the following organisations:

· The Norwegian United Federation of Trade Unions

· The Association of Intermunicipal Outdoor Recreation Boards

· Norwegian Association of Heavy Equipment Contractors
· The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation

· The Norwegian Forestry Association (NORSKOG)

· The State-owned Land and Forest Company (Statskog SF)

· The Norwegian Pulp and Paper Association

· The Norwegian Sawmill Industries’ Association

In addition representatives from the Norwegian Environment Agency and the Norwegian Agriculture Agency were appointed as observers in the working committee.
The members of the working committee constituted the committee on their first meeting Oct 15th 2013, and Erling Bergsaker (representing the Norwegian Forestry Association – NORSKOG) was chosen as chair. In addition Thomas Husum from PEFC Norway was chosen as secretary for the committee.
The participants represented the interests of forest owners, forest industries, trade unions, contractors  and outdoor recreation organisations. 
Based on the nominations, the committee were composed in order to achieve the best possible balance in the committee. The members of the Committee are definitely among those who can influence the implementation of the standard and the materially affected stakeholders represent a meaningful segment of the Committee.

Among the stakeholders identified, the ENGO’s replied the invitation with specific requirements regarding the outcome of the revision of the forestry standard. PEFC Norway Board could not meet such predefined requirements as this was precisely what were supposed to be negotiated within the working group. PEFC invited the ENGO’s to a meeting to proactively seek their participation, but the ENGO’s did not meet this invitation.
3. Working committee – revision process

The working committee has been organized in an open and transparent way.
The standard procedures (PEFC N ST 1002:2013) were presented to the committee by PEFC Norway, so that the committee had this as a basis for their work. The representatives agreed on the procedures for the standard revision process. The procedures assured that all demands and views of relevant interested parties should be considered and documented in and open and transparent way during the revision process.
Since this was a revision of existing standards there were no requirement or need for pilot testing. The working committee considered that it was no new elements that needed to be tested in the field.
The working committee started working on the revision in October 2013 and in September 2014 the committee presented a final draft of revised standards. All drafts and documents have been sent out to all committee members. All members of the committee have had meaningful opportunities to contribute to the revision of the standards and to submit their comments to the working drafts. All comments and views from all the committee members have been considered in an open and transparent way and their resolution and proposed changes have been recorded.

The committee had a common agreement on the final draft and there were not revealed any opposition on any issues in the final draft. There were no negative votes or any other sustained opposition in the working committee to any part of the draft. See protocol from the Working Committee, dated January 27th  2015.
All the members of the Working Committee has been accessible to materially and directly affected  stakeholders. 

The Committee has been very conscious of taking into account the environmental aspect in their work despite that the ENGO’s have not participated in the Working Committee. The representation and decision-making has been as balanced as possible due to the nomination and no single interests has dominated the process.

The Committee have included expertise from research institutions and the project report referred to in chapter 1 was presented and discussed in the Working Committee. 
4. Public consultation

Based on the common agreement in the working committee on the final draft PEFC Norway Council formally approved the draft and organised a public consultation on the enquiry draft (attachment 3 – protocol from Board meeting Oct 1st 2014) . 
The consultation was announced on PEFC Norway’s website (http://www.pefcnorge.org/artikkel.cfm?ID_art=186 ) and on the website of several of the organisations represented in the working committee. All stakeholders identified in the stakeholder mapping were informed about the public consultation directly by mail. 

The public consultation period was from  Oct 3rd to Dec 3rd 2014.

The enquiry draft was made publicly available on PEFC Norway’s website (http://www.pefcnorge.org/side.cfm?ID_kanal=19 ).

37 organisations submitted answers to the consultation, and the working committee considered all the received comments on two all day meetings. A synopsis of the received comments included the results of the committee’s consideration was made publicly available on PEFC Norway’s website (http://www.pefcnorge.org/artikkel.cfm?ID_art=188 ). Information about the synopsis were also sent directly by mail to all the parties who submitted answers.
Several of the received comments were implemented in the standards which the working committee finalized with consensus January 27th 2015. See attachment 4 – Working Committee, final protocol. 
5. National  forest management standard

The representatives in the Working Committee agree that the PEFC Norway Forest management standard (PEFC N 02) covers all types of forest and all types and levels of forest management in Norway. The standard defines sustainable forest management in the country. The standard fulfils the requirements for forest management certification and the requirements in the PEFC Norway forest management certification scheme. The standard fulfils the requirements for individual certification and group certification.

The standard fulfils all requirements for complying with the national forestry laws, rules and regulations. In the negotiations about the revised standard, all elements of the PEFC Standard and System Requirement Checklist were checked in order to ensure that the revised standard fulfilled the requirements. 

The Working Committee agree that the standard is clear, objective-based and auditable.
Attachments

Attachment 1:

Stakeholder mapping
Attachment 2:

Scientific report from the Norwegian Forest and Landscape Institute – report no. 03 / 2014
“Condition and development in Norwegian forestry 1994-2012 for some selected environmental characteristics”
· Report in Norwegian: http://www.skogoglandskap.no/filearchive/oppdragsrapport_03-2014.pdf.

· English abstract – attachment 2.

Attachment 3:

Protocol from PEFC Norway Board meeting Oct 1st 2014

Attachment 4:

Working Committee – final protocol, January 27th 2015.
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