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Foreword

The French Forest Certification Association, also known as PEFC France, is the exclusive owner of the PEFC trademark in France and promotes it across France.
PEFC France is one of the founding members of the "PEFC Council", an international organisation made up of the member countries of the system. The association also has its own members, who are grouped into three separate colleges: producers, processors and forest users. 
The collegiate structure enables all the forest/timber/paper industry stakeholders to be involved as they can discuss their different points of view. The aim is to constantly seek a consensus on the issues surrounding sustainable forest management.
PEFC France determines good forest management practices specifically for French forests through its forest certification scheme and also sets the rules for obtaining PEFC certification. The scheme is revised every five years with a view to ensuring continuous improvement. 





Introduction
The PEFC Council is an international, non-governmental, independent and not-for-profit organisation. It was founded in 1999 and works worldwide. The council’s aim is to promote sustainable forest management around the world. PEFC therefore offers a guarantee to wood purchasers and processors who wish to promote sustainable forest management and highlight the origin of the wood that they use and sell. 

Against the backdrop of national forest policy encouraging the utilization of wood resources and in response to growing concerns about responsible consumption, the PEFC system is campaigning for sustainable forest development by setting stringent economic, social and environmental forest management criteria and by overseeing their application. 

The PEFC system is based on two complementary mechanisms:
· Sustainable forest management certification: a set of rules that forest owners and forestry workers (forest operators and forestry companies in particular) must implement in forests to ensure that they are sustainably managed.
· Chain of Custody Certification: the set of rules applied by forest, timber and paper industry businesses enabling the flow of PEFC certified wood to be tracked from the forest to the finished product at all the stages of the processing and marketing process. The aim of the rules is to guarantee that the end product has been produced from wood from sustainably managed forests and controlled sources.  

In practice, this means that all the product processing stages are certified and verified from the living tree to the finished product. Consumers and public sector purchasers know that the products they are buying are responsibly sourced and that they are contributing to sustainable forest management through their purchase when they see the PEFC trademark on wood-based products.

Moreover, PEFC certification is based on a governance process involving all the sustainable forest management stakeholders - producers, processors and users.

PEFC’s stated ambition is to ensure sustainable access to the vital resource that is wood, while ensuring respect for those who own forests and work in them, while also protecting biodiversity.


1 Scope
1.1 This introductory document aims to provide an overview of how the PEFC system is organized and works in France.  The document provides information about the content and aims of the PEFC French Forest Certification Scheme in order to ensure that the various stakeholders have a good understanding of it.
1.2 This document has been published for information purposes only. The mandatory rules for the organisations involved in PEFC certification in France are listed in the standards which make up the PEFC French Forest Certification Scheme.


2 Reference documents
The French Forest Certification Scheme has three categories of document:
· The standards documents containing the mandatory requirements for certification gateway entities (CGEs), certification participants, certified businesses and certification bodies.
· Guides containing non-binding recommendations for certification gateway entities (CGEs), certification participants, certified businesses and certification bodies. They need to adhere to the recommendations in order to effectively implement their respective obligations.
· Admin documents containing the standard contracts and procedures needed by the interested parties in order to effectively implement the standards documents.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

N.B.: This list may change. The updated list is available on www.pefc-france.org.
3 Definitions
3.1 The definitions necessary for a good understanding of the French Forest Certification Scheme are listed in the Definitions section of each scheme document.


4 PEFC French Forest Certification Scheme Aims and Objectives 
4.1	The PEFC scheme has a two-fold objective:
a) Create a framework shared by the various forest, timber and paper industry players who are scheme members in order to develop, implement, promote and maintain PEFC sustainable forest management.
b) Give wood product and wood-based product consumers the guarantee that these products come from sustainably managed forests and controlled sources.

5 Basic principles
5.1	The PEFC system in France adheres to the following basic principles:
a) The involvement of all the stakeholders with a concern for sustainable forest management: representatives of forest owners, manufacturers and civil society (notably nature conservation organisations).
b) Consultation and seeking a consensus between the different industry players.
c) The principle of continuous improvement of sustainable forest management in order to guarantee that concrete and effective objectives are implemented, as well as adapting forests and sustainable forest management to the challenges of climate change (each member country’s PEFC scheme is overhauled every five years).
d) Sustainable forest management rules set at the national level based on PEFC sustainable forest management international metastandards (the common set of requirements applicable to all the system’s member countries) and principles and recommendations developed at the international conferences on the protection of forests worldwide, from the 1992 Earth Summit, specifically the Helsinki and Lisbon conferences.
e) Taking account of the specific features of local forests.
f) Certification of organisations involved in sustainable management by independent certification bodies accredited by the national accreditation bodies which have signed multilateral recognition agreements (European Cooperation for Accreditation – International Accreditation Forum).
g) Each country sets the sustainable forest management rules which go beyond the national legal and regulatory requirements.
h) Certification of sustainable forest management at the appropriate level (for instance, one or more administrative regions, groups etc).
i) Chain of Custody Certification, a system for tracking forest products in order to guarantee to businesses, consumers and public sector purchasers that the products and materials which they buy, process and put on sale are sustainably and responsibly sourced.
j) Further publicize the scheme and the guarantees offered by PEFC certification in a credible and transparent manner.
k) International endorsement of the French PEFC Forest Certification Scheme by the PEFC Council.

6 Organizational structures
The PEFC system is structured as follows:
a) International level: The PEFC Council makes the policy and sets the requirements (metastandards) which are then adopted in each of the system’s member countries.
b) National level: Each of the system’s member countries develops sustainable forest management rules tailored to their national context based on the internationally set metastandards.
c) The accredited independent certification bodies which issue the PEFC sustainable forest management and PEFC Chain of Custody certificates.
d) The accreditation bodies which vouch that the certification bodies are competent to assess compliance with PEFC sustainable forest management and chain of custody requirements.
e) Certified organisations:
· Holders of a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate who implement the PEFC sustainable forest rules on the ground: these are PEFC certification gateway entities and comprise forest owners, forest operators and forestry companies involved in forest certification, as well as individual forest owners.
· Holders of PEFC Chain of Custody certificates who implement the PEFC certified wood tracking rules from the forest to the finished product, including all of the wood product and wood-based product processing and marketing stages. This category includes forest operators and all the forest, timber and paper industry processing and trading companies.

6.1 PEFC Council
6.1.1 The Council is headquartered in Geneva and was founded in June 1999. The PEFC Council is the owner of the PEFC international metastandards and the PEFC trademark. 

6.1.2 The PEFC Council is governed by:
· The PEFC national organisations (the system’s member countries), such as PEFC France, known as national members.
· A stakeholders’ forum:  certified entities, NGOs, institutions, businesses.
· A board of directors comprising 15 individuals who represent the different regions of the world and different interests.

6.1.3 The PEFC Council's remits and responsibilities
a) Set sustainable forest management policy (known as metastandards) which is then adopted in each member country following an international endorsement process.
b) Set the PEFC Chain of Custody rules applied by all the businesses which hold a CoC certificate, whatever their line of business and their geographical location.
c) Endorse PEFC national forest certification schemes: each of the system’s member countries develops a national forest management scheme based on the international metastandards, while taking account of the unique features of its own forests. This scheme needs to be endorsed by the PEFC Council in order to be operational.
d) Develop sustainable forest management and PEFC forest certification worldwide.
e) Promote the usage of certified wood by businesses, local authorities and the general public as a whole.

6.2 PEFC France
6.2.1 PEFC France is a 1901 Law association headquartered in Paris. PEFC France is one of the founder members of the PEFC Council. 

6.2.2 PEFC France’s members belong to one of three colleges:
· Forest owners and managers: trade organisations representing public and private forest owners and managers who produce wood.
· Wood processors: trade organisations representing the businesses which fell, process and put on sale wood.
· Forest users: nature conservation associations and members of civil society involved in protecting and ensuring sustainable access to forests.

Each of the colleges is proportionally represented on PEFC France’s Board, which is PEFC France’s main policy-making body.

6.2.3	PEFC France's remits and responsibilities 
a) Develop and revise every five years the French PEFC forest certification scheme:
· The sustainable forest management rules applicable in French forests.
· PEFC certification prerequisites in France, laying down the requirements to be met by an organisation wishing to obtain PEFC certification.
b) Obtain international endorsement of the French PEFC forest certification scheme from the PEFC Council.
c) Authorize certification bodies: once the process has been completed, PEFC France authorizes a certification body to issue PEFC sustainable forest management and CoC certificates (PEFC/FR AD 4004:2016 and PEFC/FR AD 4005:2016).
d) Keep an updated register of organisations holding a PEFC sustainable forest management or CoC certificate in France.
e) Manage and protect the PEFC trademark in France.
f) Promote the PEFC system in France to industry professionals, public sector stakeholders and the general public.

6.2.4	PEFC France sets the PEFC rules applicable in France but is not involved in the certification or accreditation processes for which the certification bodies are responsible. These bodies provide third-party independent assessments.

6.3 Certification body
6.3.1 An independent legal entity authorized by PEFC France and accredited by COFRAC (French Accreditation Committee) or any other accreditation body belonging to the EA (European Cooperation for Accreditation) or the IAF (International Accreditation Forum) and tasked with issuing PEFC certificates to organisations applying for certification and with auditing them on an annual basis to check that their practices comply with the French forest certification scheme’s requirements.
6.3.2 There are two types of authorized and accredited certification bodies:
· Bodies certifying PEFC sustainable forest management.
· Bodies certifying the PEFC Chain of Custody (CoC).
6.3.3 Certification bodies are independent: they are not involved in developing the French PEFC forest certification scheme and do not play a part in PEFC France’s governance. 
6.3.4 The French forest certification scheme sets the requirements to be met by certification bodies in order to guarantee that they issue PEFC certification in an impartial, transparent and competent fashion.
6.3.5 PEFC/FR ST 1004:2016 lists the standards applicable to sustainable forest management certification bodies.
6.3.6 PEFC/FR ST 2003:2012 lists the standards applicable to CoC certification bodies.
6.3.7 Certification body compliance with the requirements listed in 6.3.4 is vouched for and verified by an accreditation body by means of an accreditation certificate. PEFC ST 2003:2012 and PEFC/FR ST 1004:2016 list the accreditation requirements for certification bodies.
6.3.8 PEFC France officially authorizes the certification bodies which meet the specifications in 6.3.5 and 6.3.6 and which are accredited as per 6.3.7. Requirements for certification body authorization are listed in PEFC/FR AD 4004:2016 and PEFC/FR AD 4005:2016.

6.4 Accreditation body
6.4.1 A legal entity tasked with assessing the certification body in order to verify its competence and impartiality based on the criteria contained in the ISO 17000 standards and the requirements of the French forest certification scheme. 
6.4.2 Accreditation bodies comply with ISO 17011 and are members of the European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) or the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) which check and assess their impartiality and competence.

6.5  PEFC certified organisations
6.5.1 There are two categories of PEFC certified organisations in France:
· Organizations with a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate: PEFC certification gateway entities based on PEFC/FR ST 1002:2016 or individual forest owners.
· Organizations with PEFC Chain of Custody certificates: forest, timber and paper industry companies.
6.5.2  A PEFC certification gateway entity is a grouping of PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants with legal status:
· The entity holds a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate (to the exclusion of all other certificates) in which the various forest stakeholders in their area can be involved in order to demonstrate that their business complies with PEFC sustainable forest management rules and,
· Tasked with promoting the PEFC trademark to the relevant stakeholders in order to increase the number of PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants and the forest area sustainably managed in accordance with PEFC criteria.
6.5.3 PEFC sustainable forest management certification participants in certification gateway entity are: Forest owners (individuals or legal entities), forest operators and/or forestry companies who voluntarily decide to join forces in a certification gateway entity in order to benefit from PEFC certification.
6.5.4 An individual forest owner can be an individual or legal entity which implements sustainable forest management rules and holds an individual PEFC sustainable forest management certificate.
6.5.5 Organizations with PEFC Chain of Custody certificates are all legal entities/businesses which:
a) Fell, process and put on sale wood or wood-based products from forests that are sustainably managed in accordance with PEFC criteria.
b) Implement the requirements of the PEFC CoC (PEFC/FR ST 2002:2013) enabling the flow of PEFC certified wood in each PEFC certified company and then from one certified company to another to be tracked.
c) Place the PEFC label on the products they manufacture or sell. 
d) Use the PEFC trademark and logo on product advertising and off the products (PEFC/FR ST 2001:2008).

7 The various PEFC certification system processes in France
7.1 Development of the French forest certification scheme
7.1.1 Development of PEFC sustainable forest management rules in France
7.1.1.1 The PEFC sustainable forest management rules are developed in France by a Forum (PEFC/FR AD 4001:2016).
7.1.1.2 The Forum is a consultation body open to all forest, timber and paper industry stakeholders and anyone with an interest in sustainable forest management. The principle of consensus building underpins how the Forum operates.
7.1.1.3 The Forum firstly develops the sustainable forest management rules, which are then submitted for public consultation, followed by an international evaluation to check that they comply with PEFC international metastandards and to amend them if required.
7.1.1.4 Finally, the forest management rules need to be internationally endorsed by the PEFC Council (Cf. 1.1.1.1 6.1.3) before they can be applied. 
7.1.1.5 Sustainable forest management rules are revised every five years as part of a continuous improvement strategy, based on the aforementioned procedure.
	
7.1.2 Development of the PEFC certification eligibility rules in France
7.1.2.1 PEFC certification eligibility rules list the requirements to be met by an organisation wishing to obtain and retain PEFC certification. 
7.1.2.2 Sustainable forest management certification eligibility rules are developed and revised every five years by the PEFC France Board.
7.1.2.3 CoC certification eligibility rules are devised at the international level by the PEFC Council.

7.2 Certification
7.2.1 PEFC sustainable forest management certification 
7.2.1.1 The sustainable forest management certification rules described in the French PEFC forest certification scheme apply to forests located in France, both Metropolitan France and the country’s overseas regions. 
7.2.1.2 An independent, accredited and authorized certification body issues sustainable forest management certification (see 6.3 and 6.4). 
7.2.1.3 PEFC sustainable forest management certification involves demonstrating and checking that PEFC sustainable forest management certificate holders comply with the requirements of regional and group forest certification described in PEFC/FR ST 1002 : 2016 and/or the sustainable forest management requirements listed in PEFC/FR ST 1003 : 2016. Forest ownership in France is highly fragmented, meaning that these rules are designed to enable all forest owners to access PEFC certification, regardless of their forest’s size.
7.2.1.4 There are two categories of stakeholder involved in PEFC regional or group forest certification in France:
· Certification Gateway Entities (CGEs) which hold the PEFC sustainable forest management certificate.
· Forest certification participants (forest owners and operators and forestry companies) covered by the certificate held by the CGE in their area.
7.2.1.5 Certification Gateway Entities (CGE)
a) A PEFC certification applicant organisation submits an initial audit conducted by an independent, accredited and authorized certification body. The body checks that the organisation complies with the requirements of regional and group forest certification (PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016) and the sustainable forest management requirements listed in PEFC/FR ST 1003: 2016. 
b) If the organisation is compliant, it will be issued a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate which is valid for three years and is also renewable. It thus becomes a certification gateway entity (CGE). As a CGE, its certificate can cover participants (forest owners, operators and forestry companies) who voluntarily wish to adhere to PEFC forest certification in their area. 
c) To maintain and renew its certificate, the CGE is inspected every year to check that it still complies with the requirements of regional and group forest certification (PEFC/FR ST 1002: 2016) notably with regard to: 
· Its makeup and operating methods.
· How it implements PEFC certification: registering, supporting and checking PEFC certification participants in its area.
· How it promotes the PEFC system in order to increase the numbers covered by forest certification in its area.
7.2.1.6 PEFC forest certification participants
7.2.1.6.1 CGE PEFC forest certification participants are:
a) Forest certification participants are individuals or legal entities who voluntarily adhere to the requirements of PEFC sustainable forest management (PEFC/FR ST 1003: 2016) and have therefore received confirmation of their adherence from the relevant regional CGE.
b) Participants are directly involved in managing and operating forests. There are several categories of participant:
· Forest owners with one or more forests in France. 
· Forest operators who buy living trees from owners, fell and transport them. Certified operators who are certification participants must hold a valid CoC certificate.
· Forestry companies which provide services to owners or operators. Forestry companies fell and haul timber and undertake forestry works, replanting and forest maintenance and development work.
7.2.1.6.2 Participants undertake to: 
· Comply with the sustainable forest management rules listed in PEFC/FR ST 1003: 2016. These are the practical rules to be applied in forests to ensure forest sustainability from an environmental, social and economic viewpoint.
· Agree to being inspected by the CGE to check whether they are complying with these rules and accept the potential consequences of non-compliance.
· Make a contribution to the CGE in return for being a participant.

7.2.1.7 Wood managed and then logged in accordance with PEFC forest certification requirements can be sold under the PEFC trademark. Each of the companies involved in processing and/or selling the wood must hold PEFC CoC certification so that the wood maintains its PEFC certified status.

7.2.2 Chain of Custody certification
7.2.2.1 [bookmark: _Toc356378894][bookmark: _Toc356378971]Chain of Custody certification is issued by an independent, accredited and authorized certification body (see 6.3 and 6.4). It covers forest, timber and paper industry companies and traders and distributors, who are involved in felling, transporting, processing and/or selling wood and wood-based products from PEFC compliant sustainably managed forests.
7.2.2.2 CoC certification involves tracking the flow of PEFC certified wood along the processing and marketing chain from the forest to the finished product.
		Purchasing and sales are monitored and checked to enable the PEFC CoC certificate holder to offer its clients (and consumers at the end of the chain) a two-fold credible and verifiable guarantee:
· A guarantee as to the origin of the products it manufactures and/or sells:
· For its source of certified wood: it guarantees that the wood used is from sustainably managed forests which comply with the PEFC requirements.
· For its source of non-certified wood: it guarantees that the wood comes from legal controlled sources.
· Health and safety at work and labour law guarantees, as the certificate holder must comply with the requirements of the ILO’s 1998 Declaration on the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and with French labour law. The requirements offer consumers and buyers the guarantee that the basic rights of the men and women working in PEFC certified companies and forests are respected.
7.2.2.3 Depending on their makeup, size and manufacturing processes, companies can select one of two CoC methods: 
· Physical separation: the company physically separates certified from non-certified products throughout the processing/manufacturing/selling process.
· Percentage method: the company calculates how much of its raw materials are certified and can then sell the same proportion of products using the PEFC trademark.
7.2.2.4 The PEFC CoC certificate holder is entitled to use the PEFC logo and trademark on and off the product, subject to complying with the PEFC trademark usage rules set at the international level by the PEFC Council (PEFC/FR ST 2001: 2008). Chain of Custody certification is a pre-requisite for using the PEFC trademark.
7.2.2.5 The company which holds the PEFC CoC certificate is audited on an annual basis by its certification body to check it complies with CoC and PEFC trademark usage rules.

7.3 Certification body accreditation
7.3.1 PEFC certification body accreditation vouches for their impartiality and their ability to assess compliance with the PEFC sustainable forest management and CoC requirements. Accreditation requirements are listed in PEFC/FR ST 1004: 2016 for sustainable forest management certification and PEFC ST 2003: 2012 for CoC certification.
7.3.2 The accreditation body conducts an initial assessment and then regularly monitors the certification body.
7.3.3 The work of the accreditation bodies is governed by ISO 17011, the standards documents produced by the European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) and the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and Appendix 6 of the PEFC Council’s technical documentation.
7.3.4 The certification body can request authorization from PEFC France once it has been accredited.

7.4 Certification body authorization
7.4.1 Authorization refers to the procedure via which an accredited certification body applies to PEFC France for authorization to issue PEFC sustainable forest management and CoC certificates in France. Authorization requirements are listed in PEFC/FR AD 4004: 2016 and PEFC/FR AD 4005: 2016.
7.4.2 Applying for authorization is a mandatory procedure prior to issuing a PEFC sustainable forest management or CoC certificate. PEFC France authorization constitutes formal recognition of the certification body’s ability to issue PEFC sustainable forest management or CoC certificates. 

7.5 PEFC trademark and logo usage
7.5.1 In accordance with the PEFC trademark usage rules (PEFC/FR ST 2001: 2008) and a contract signed by the PEFC Council and PEFC France, the following organisations are entitled to use the PEFC trademark in France, provided that they comply with the relevant PEFC trademark usage conditions: 
· PEFC France.
· Organizations with PEFC Chain of Custody certificates.
· Organizations with a PEFC sustainable forest management certificate and their participants (forest owners and forestry companies).
· Other users of the PEFC trademark wishing to display the PEFC trademark for educational and/or information purposes.

7.6 Rules governing complaints and appeals
7.6.1 Complaints may be made and appeals may be lodged about the implementation of all the processes covered by the French certification scheme. 
7.6.2 PEFC/FR AD 4001: 2016 deals with complaints and appeals about the sustainable forest management rules setting and revision process (Procedure for revising forest management requirements).
7.6.3 Complaints and appeals about the following processes are addressed in the procedure for dealing with complaints and appeals about the French forest certification scheme (PEFC/FR AD 4003: 2016):
· PEFC France decisions and/or activities when carrying out its remit.
· PEFC France members’ decisions and/or activities linked to PEFC France decisions and activities.
· A failure to comply with one or more stipulations of the French PEFC forest certification scheme by PEFC France or its members.
7.6.4 Complaints and appeals relating to other processes described in the French forest certification scheme are dealt with by the relevant body in line with its own procedures.
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