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Foreword

The Association Française de Certification Forestière (French Forest Certification Association), also known as PEFC France, is one of the founder members of the PEFC Council. It also has its own members, representing all stakeholders involved in the forest-timber sector, who are grouped into three separate colleges: producers, processors and forest users. The collegiate structure enables all industry stakeholders to be involved as they can discuss their different points of view. This organisational structure aims to be very democratic and consistently endeavours to reach a consensus on issues that can at times be controversial.
Through its forest certification scheme, PEFC France defines good forest management practice specifically for French forests. This scheme is revised every five years with a view to ensuring continuous improvement.
PEFC France is also responsible for developing forest certification in French overseas territories. PEFC French Guiana was created on 18 June 2012 to provide a framework for developing the PEFC forest certification strategy within the context of French Guiana. 

Introduction 

With more than 440,000 identified animal and plant species, the rich diversity of the French Guianese forests is unique in the world. It has always been a living environment and a reserve from which mankind can draw, with due regard for its integrity. 
To preserve this source of life, Guianese woods are harvested with care and decisions regarding forest harvesting are based on the latest scientific research. 
Sustainable forest management certification is a means of ensuring the application of practices compliant with the requirements of the French PEFC forest certification scheme. 

Sustainable forest management certification rules for French Guiana are the result of a discussion process bringing together all stakeholders from the forest-timber sector in French Guiana.

1 Scope

1.1 This document specifies the requirements applicable in French Guiana for owners (National Forestry Commission / Office National des Forêts – ONF) and other stakeholders involved in sustainable forest management in French Guiana.
1.2 	The requirements of this document may be implemented throughout the French Guianese forest; however, strictly speaking, PEFC sustainable forest management certification is only applicable to the permanent forest estate (PFE), excluding the area flooded by the Petit-Saut dam.
1.3	Managers are responsible for keeping sustainable forest management records and ensuring compliance with the requirements of this document.

2	Normative references

The documents referred to below are essential to the application of this document. Whether dated or undated, the most recent edition of these documents (including any amendment) is applicable.
Reduced impact logging charter for French Guiana, February 2016 (French Guiana Regional Authority, Interprobois Guyane (French Guianese Interprofessional Association for Forests & Wood), National Forestry Commission, Ministry of Agriculture, Agrifood and Forestry)

3 Terms and Definitions

Minimum Cutting Diameter – MCD: Diameter under which a tree cannot be cut. The MCD varies depending on the species and geographical area.
Permanent Forest Estate - PFE: Decree number 2008-667 published on 2 July 2008 stipulated the area of State land for forestation and forests in Guiana covered by forest regulations. This decree supplements order 2005-867 published on 28 July 2005, which implements the Forest Code in Guiana.  These geographically defined areas are grouped together under the common name of Permanent Forest Estate which, from a regulatory standpoint, refers to the area being strictly forest-orientated. The PFE covers 2.4 million hectares and includes the national Nourages and Trinité nature reserves and all the forest area of the Kaw reserve, the Lucifer Dékou-Dékou nature reserve and Guiana’s main timber production areas. Regional management guidelines summarize the main issues and current knowledge and lay down the core management principles for forests in the north of the country. The guidelines are then adapted to forests in each area. These documents are available to the public and can be viewed on http://www.onf.fr/guyane/sommaire/guyane/missions/@@index.html.
Manager: Entity which sustainably manages the forest entrusted to it by the forest owner.
High Impact on the Environment Facility (Installation Classée pour la Protection de l’Environnement (ICPE) in French): Any industrial or agricultural facility which may be a risk or cause pollution of any kind, notably for the health and safety of neighbouring communities, is a High Impact on the Environment facility under the French Environment Code.
International Labour Organisation – ILO: A tripartite UN agency, the ILO brings together representatives of governments, employers and workers from 187 member states to set international standards, develop policy and devise programmes designed to promote decent work for all men and women worldwide.
Management plan: A management plan is mandatory for all forests covered by forest regulations and is a forest area management plan approved by ministerial decree. The plan contains analysis of the features and issues specific to the areas it covers and enables the core objectives to be set (series zoning).
Non-timber forest products: All non-wood forest products (seeds, mushrooms, leaves, fish, game etc).
Indigenous population: Communities who traditionally make their living from the forest.
Neighbouring population: Communities who use the forest.
Regional Forest Development Programme: Operational document listing the initiatives to be carried out over the next five years and updated annually. 
The Regional Forest Development Programme operationally transposes forest management for the whole of Guiana. It is devised for a five-year period and is reviewed annually based on the requirements of the timber industry.
The programme lays down all the planned initiatives to be rolled out across Guiana: 
· Inventories (diagnostics carried out prior to work being done and full plot inventories before logging gets underway).
· Work to create or renovate forest access routes.
· Making forest plots operational.
It is submitted to the Regional Forest and Forest Products Commission (CRFPF), an umbrella organization bringing together all the Guyanese forest stakeholders and chaired by the prefect.
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4	Principles, criteria and indicators (PCI) for French Guiana
	Principle 1: Forest legislation and policies guarantee sustainable forest management

	1.1. 	In the case of French Guiana, sustainable forest utilisation and maintenance of its many functions are a high political priority. 1.1.1. In their respective fields, both the government and local authorities have clear objectives for the sustainable use of the forest heritage of French Guiana, along with a realistic action programme for their achievement.

	1.1.2. 	Consultation and negotiation procedures to discuss sustainable forest management policy objectives have been established with forest management stakeholders at various regional levels.

	1.1.3. 	There is a mechanism in place for regular policy revision in order to take into account the development of new circumstances and/or availability of new information.

	1.1.4. 	There is a national agency capable of managing the state forest estate and supporting the management of forests under local authority, private or customary ownership in accordance with the objectives set out in the national forestry policy.

	1.1.5. 	The national agency responsible for forests and managers of protected areas are supported by adequate human and financial resources to be able to effectively support integrated diversity conservation, involving both total protection zones and production forests.

	1.2. 	The purpose for which the land is intended is defined on the basis of an in-depth analysis of the situation within the relevant zone performed by the manager, in this way guaranteeing the sustainable management of the forest. These analyses are based on common principles at the regional level.

	1.2.1. 	The manager relies on a number of inventories in order to define a particular forest area under their management (including forests not subject to forestry regulations).

	1.2.2. 	Flexible arrangements are made to extend the scope of these inventories to include information that has not previously been available, as and when the need or opportunity arises.

	1.2.3. 	Certain categories of land, whether under public or private ownership, remain under permanent forest cover.

	1.2.4. 	The various categories making up the permanent forest estate (categories of land that must remain under permanent forest cover include land allocated to nature conservation and preservation of ecosystems, areas with fragile soil to be retained as protected forest, and natural and artificial timber production forests) have been identified, prospected and marked out and additional management plans have been developed in consultation with forest residents and neighbouring populations, taking into account their present and future need for agricultural land and their customary utilisation of the forest in terms of both timber and associated resources (fauna, NTFP). 

	1.2.5. 	 Land set aside for conversion to other uses (agriculture, mining etc.), is retained under forest management until the need for clearing is confirmed, as is land whose end use is uncertain.

	1.2.6. 	 The principles and recommendations to be implemented in the guidelines apply with equal force to all forests, irrespective of whether they are under national, regional, private or customary ownership. 



	Principle 2: Within managed forests, the forest network is managed sustainably to ensure the supply of goods and services.

	2.1. 	 The management of the forest complies with all laws in force and all international treaties to which France is a signatory.

	2.2. 	Successful planning at the level of the regional forest management department and operations agencies enables economic and environmental costs to be reduced.

	2.2.1. 	The manager has access to the forest management planning department.

	2.2.2. 	 Sustainable management objectives are set for each forest management unit. Setting objectives enables the forest manager to respond flexibly to current and future fluctuations in physical, biological and socio-economic circumstances, bearing in mind the overall objectives of sustained output, which is compatible with the lowest possible impact on the environment.

	2.3. 	Sustainable production of timber for both lumber and energy production is ensured both in terms of quantity and quality. 
2.3.1. The silvicultural system chosen is intended to guarantee a sustained, economically durable output, enabling reinvestment in the present and the future while respecting the objectives of minimising the impact of operations on the environment.

	2.3.2. 	The size of management units in production forests is determined by the felling cycle, average volume extracted per hectare and annual timber production target. 
2.3.3.    The rotation time between two cuts – based on growth rates, minimum cutting diameters, data on the ecological dynamic within permanent experimental plot systems and the minimum number of stems to be harvested per hectare – is compatible with adequate and sustainable production meeting the sector’s timber requirements.

	2.3.4. 	A more detailed inventory is performed in the case of forest series allocated exclusively to timber production, with a view to planning forest management and extraction operations. Consideration of the type and quantity of data to be collected is based on a cost / benefits analysis.

	2.4. 	Management plans must as a minimum requirement include the components listed below:
· a description of existing forest environments; 
· designation of areas for potential mining and quarrying operations;
· designation of areas where felling is to be excluded; * the route of forest paths;
· methods used for marking, felling and producing post-felling inventories; 
· silvicultural treatments.

	2.4.1. 	Inventories supported by detailed maps are provided along with the management plans for each forest management unit.
2.5. Forests set aside for timber production fulfil other important objectives such as environmental protection and, to a certain extent, the conservation of species and ecosystems. These multiple uses are protected by the application of environmental standards to all forest operations.

	2.5.1. 	Management plans guarantee compliance with environmental standards within operations in the field.

	2.5.2. 	Management inventories seek to pinpoint key zones known to be important for biodiversity within production forest units: 
· zones adjacent to total protection areas;
· zones containing rare or endangered species of high endemic value or exceptionally rich in heritage species;
· zones characterised by exceptional geological or geomorphological features that are not adequately represented in the total protection areas;
· water courses and wetland areas along with corresponding buffer zones;
· zones containing types of forest that are not represented in the total protection areas;
· zones containing biological diversity of social, cultural or medicinal interest;
· zones containing habitats frequented by migratory species.

	2.6. 	Forest management operations may have major consequences, both positive and negative, in terms of the environment. There is an established method (at the level of both the whole forest and of individual plots) for evaluating the potential impacts of forest harvesting on forest environments and proposing technical solutions that guarantee the overall sustainability of forest harvesting. 

	2.6.1. 	Situations requiring environmental impact assessments (impact studies) are specified.

	2.6.2. 	There is an appropriate procedure and resources for the impact studies, with qualified staff to undertake them.

	2.7. 	Management planning documents are made available to forest users and are put into practice effectively by the manager.

	2.7.1. 	The requirements contained in the management planning document are known to all stakeholders. 
2.7.2. Development work is implemented after approval by the manager and local authorities.

	Principle 3: Harvesting operations are planned in order to minimise the impacts on the environment.

	3.1. 	Harvesting is carried out in compliance with the Regional Forest Development Programme, management planning documents and the Reduced Impact Logging Specifications (Charte de l’exploitation à faible impact) for French Guiana.

	3.1.1. 	Plots offered for sale are included in complete forest inventories before harvesting begins.

	3.1.2. 	The results of preliminary inventories are regularly logged within computer systems, centrally stored and made available to timber purchasers.

	3.1.3. 	The annual regional cutting and work programme is consulted and validated by representatives of the profession (operators and sawyers). 

	3.1.4. 	Detailed cutting requirements are set out, specifying in particular the recommended felling techniques.

	3.1.5. 	Felling operations are part of the silvicultural system. They are properly planned and implemented and help to create conditions that foster continued growth and successful regeneration.

	3.1.6. 	Comprehensive technical specifications are made available to forest operators and play a role in enhancing the development of the resource, stipulating in particular: 
· zones in which cutting is subject to particular restrictions (flora and fauna conservation zones, soil protection areas, buffer areas, sites of cultural interest);
· regulations to be observed for construction of timber haulage routes, water course tracks and log dumps (including drainage) and subsequent restoration of the site;
· restrictions on timber haulage and transport operations during rainy periods; 
· authorised extraction equipment; 
· responsibilities of machine operators (controlled felling, up-to-date training, etc.); 
· conditions for the marking of trees for conservation or extraction;

	3.1.7. 	The technical directory outlining low-impact harvesting methods applicable to tropical rainforests in French Guiana is updated on a regular basis.

	3.2. 	Within managed forests, the main ecological functions of the forest are maintained and its heritage is preserved.

	3.2.1. 	At regional level, there is a protection and preservation policy in place for forest ecosystems and sites with a particular archaeological and cultural value.

	3.2.2. 	There are systems in place for the identification and protection of habitats and the species they contain.

	3.2.3. 	There are systems in place for the identification and protection of sites with a particular archaeological and cultural value.

	3.2.4. 	There is a comprehensive catalogue of natural features data for French Guiana (landscapes, habitats, geomorphological features etc.).

	3.2.5. 	There is a documented list of fauna and flora species protected by regulations.

	3.2.6. 	The introduction of potentially invasive exotic plants is strictly controlled.

	3.2.7. 	Procedures have been established to prevent the introduction of potentially invasive exotic animals.

	3.3. 	A clear and explicit methodology has been developed for identifying and documenting biodiversity in forest management planning documents.

	3.3.1. 	Within the network of managed forests, protection series constitute an adequate surface area to cover the full range of diversity within the environments identified.

	3.3.2. 	Within the network of managed forests, efforts are made to maintain continuity of protection series. 3.4. The impact of harvesting operations both on biodiversity and on the forest stand is minimised and controlled.

	3.4.1. 	The application of silvicultural treatments guarantees the protection of adequate populations of plant and animal species, which are important because of their role in the food chain or their ecological functions (“keystone” species). 

	3.4.2. 	Hollow trees, dead trees still standing and decaying trees all have ecological significance for a whole range of species. Trees of this type can be protected on the basis of precise instructions.

	3.4.3. 	Clear, explicit rules for the protection of seed-producing trees are established and updated regularly.

	3.4.4. 	The size of canopy gaps creating during harvesting does not exceed the maximum value specified in the specifications for low-impact harvesting operations.

	3.4.5. 	The minimum cutting diameter and authorised sampling rate may vary at local level depending on the diametric structure of logged species.

	3.4.6. 	The purchaser of a batch of timber establishes effective mechanisms for ensuring diversification of logged species.

	3.5. 	The impact of harvesting operations on water, soils and terrain is minimised.

	3.5.1. 	Haulage often involves the use of heavy machinery. Appropriate precautions are taken to reduce any potential damage (no timber haulage by bulldozers, use of low-pressure tyres for skidders, seasonal haulage work).

	3.5.2. 	The impact of harvesting operations on the biological, physical and chemical characteristics of the soil and terrain is minimised.

	3.5.3. 	The infrastructure required for harvesting operations is optimised to suit the topography and the location of the resource.

	3.6. 	Operations are carried out after cutting to evaluate any damage caused to the forest stand.

	3.6.1. 	A database is in place, enabling harvesting areas and volumes to be monitored, so that action plans can be updated and adjustments made to resources allocated by the state and local authorities.

	3.6.2. 	The forest manager is able to obtain the information required for a check-in of logged timber. 
3.6.3.     The manager guarantees the quality of low-impact harvesting by means of a precise analysis of logging sites.

	3.7. 	The use of pesticides and other chemicals is kept to a minimum in all silvicultural treatments and the manufacturer’s instructions for the use of each product are strictly observed. 

	Principle 4: Monitoring and research activities provide feedback on the compatibility of forest management operations with the objectives of sustained timber production and other forest uses.

	4.1. 	The research potential of managed forests is taken into account.

	4.1.1. 	The research infrastructure enables the development of scientific and technical knowledge required for sustainable forest management.

	4.1.2. 	Adequate financial resources are provided for research and monitoring to ensure that policies are updated.

	4.1.3. 	The forest manager has at his disposal a scientific and technical department which works to improve management practices.

	4.2. 	Sustainable management is based on the “dynamic” acquisition of ecological knowledge. 
4.2.1. At regional level, there is a network of mechanisms for the study of forest ecology, which is evaluated and analysed on a regular basis.

	4.2.2. 	The dynamics and vulnerability of populations of the main species harvested are studied. 
4.2.3. The compatibility of management practices with silvicultural systems is evaluated on the basis of regeneration surveys and studies into post-felling stand treatment requirements. 
4.2.4. Existing systems are examined in order to develop specific, rapid and effective systems for biodiversity inventory and monitoring. These can be implemented by or in cooperation with forest inventory teams. These systems are integrated within the normal forest inventory process.

	4.2.5. 	The forest manager is involved in the acquisition of ecological knowledge within the context of research and development projects.

	4.3. 	The continuity of research systems within managed forests is ensured.

	4.4. 	Research systems are developed for scientific purposes.

	4.4.1. 	New scientific and technical data is circulated periodically.

	4.4.2. 	Research, training and awareness-raising bodies are in place at the regional level, providing scientific knowledge to forest users.

	Principle 5: Activities other than lumber production are identified and steps are taken to minimise their environmental impact.

	5.1. 	Within the managed forest, harvesting of forest products other than lumber and industrial wood (non-timber forest products) is carried out on a sustainable basis, in cooperation with the main stakeholders.

	5.1.1. 	Knowledge required for the sustainable use of forest products other than lumber and industrial wood is available or is currently being acquired.

	5.1.2. 	The main forest products harvested other than lumber and industrial wood, and their uses, have been or are currently being identified.

	5.1.3. 	The commercial harvesting of forest products other than lumber and industrial wood is governed by specifications.

	5.1.4. 	Domestic use of forest products other than lumber and industrial wood is tolerated, provided this does not threaten the resource.

	5.2. 	Illegal activities incompatible with sustainable forest management are identified and monitored. Steps are taken to combat these activities wherever possible.

	5.2.1. 	Steps are taken to combat illegal logging.

	5.2.1.1.	The managed forest zone monitoring plan takes into account illegal logging.

	5.2.2. 	Steps are taken to combat illegal mining.

	5.2.2.1. The managed forest zone monitoring plan takes into account illegal mining activities.

	5.2.2.2. Information on illegal mining sites is notified to the agencies responsible for combating illegal gold washing.

	5.2.3. 	Steps are taken to combat illegal occupation of the forest estate.

	5.2.4. 	Steps are taken to combat illegal hunting practices. 

	5.3. 	The long-term sustainable management of forests is underpinned by incentives for all parties concerned. Steps are taken to ensure concession holders the long-term viability of their concessions (mainly through public control of forest access roads); local people enjoy the benefits of forest management; the manager receives sufficient income to be able to continue forest management operations.

	5.3.1. 	Legislation governing concessions and leases covers the following aspects: responsibility and authority of the forest manager and responsibility of concession holders, scope and duration of concessions or permits, renewal and cancellation terms and conditions. Legislation governing concessions covers the following aspects: (a) types of contracts and procedures for requesting and granting concessions; (b) purpose of the contract; (c) rights granted and rights reserved; (d) introduction or expansion of local timber processing facilities; (e) monitoring, supervision and sanctions available in the event of a violation of the terms of concession agreements; (f) other general provisions; (g) other environmental considerations.

	5.4. 	Concessions that may have a high impact on the environment (ICPE) are supervised and controlled.

	5.4.1. 	Specifications for good mining practice have been established, including measures to ensure site restoration after mining.

	5.4.2. 	The environmental impacts of mines and quarries are monitored by the manager.

	5.4.3. 	Mining and quarrying sites are restored after use.

	5.4.4. 	Instructions on handling and storing chemicals and used oils specified in the French Environmental Code are respected, along with specific restrictions in zones close to water courses and other sensitive sites.

	5.5. 	Procedures are implemented to minimise the impact of forest operations on fauna. 5.5.1. Access to managed forests is regulated and reserved exclusively for authorised motor vehicles.

	5.5.2. 	Secondary access routes are closed to motor vehicles after harvesting operations, except where required for monitoring of forests or local development.

	5.5.3. 	Regulations are in place forbidding and penalising the transportation and sale of some kinds of game meat.

	5.5.4. 	Forest workers may not hunt during working hours.

	Principle 6: The main economic and social functions of the forest are maintained within managed forests.

	6.1. 	The rights of populations that traditionally derive their means of subsistence from the forest are recognised by law.

	6.2. 	Indigenous populations are involved in the sustainable management of forests, derive benefits from them and use their traditional knowledge to enhance biodiversity conservation.

	6.2.1. 	The zones governed by collective usage rights granted to populations that traditionally derive their means of subsistence from the forest are sufficient to meet their requirements.

	6.2.2. 	Forest management is carried out in cooperation with local populations and remains compatible with their interests.

	6.2.3. 	The use of forests by neighbouring populations is clearly defined, recognised and respected.

	6.2.4. 	Locations with a particular religious or cultural significance are clearly identified in cooperation with local populations and are protected by forest managers. 
6.2.5. Felling permits awarded in zones inhabited by indigenous populations take into consideration the conditions recommended by the World Bank and ILO for work in such areas.

	6.3. 	The forest manager and companies working in managed forests implement recommended regulations on hiring, health and safety.

	6.3.1. 	Individuals are hired on the basis of current legislation.
6.3.2. Employees are fully disclosed and their salaries are equivalent to or higher than the legal minimum levels in force for their actual hours of work, in compliance with branch and/or collective agreements where applicable. 

	6.3.3. 	The safety of forestry workers is ensured (materials and equipment).

	6.3.4. 	The risks taken by forest workers are recorded in a written document (unique risk assessment document – DUER) required by French employment regulations and accessible to all employees within the company.

	6.3.5. 	Base camps in isolated sites meet current health and safety standards.

	6.3.6. 	Employees receive medical care.

	6.4. 	The timber obtained from forests in French Guiana is mainly processed locally.

	6.4.1. 	Processing capacities at regional level are compatible with timber production capacity at local level.

	6.4.2. 	The forest-timber sector generates local jobs. 6.4.3. The development of forest products other than lumber and industrial wood generates wealth.

	6.5. 	The tourism sector plays a role in economic development.

	6.5.1. 	Forest tourism generates local jobs.

	6.5.2. 	Provision of forest tourism is guaranteed in terms of both quantity and quality.

	6.5.3. 	There is an inventory of tourist sites or potential tourist sites in forests. 

	6.5.4. 	The manager has drawn up a policy for awarding leisure concessions and tourism leases.

	6.5.5. 	Tourist sites in forests are regularly monitored to compare the compatibility of their activities with the capacities of the specific environment.

	6.5.6. 	There is a buffer zone (protected against any economic activity that could impact on the environment) around tourist camps and trails known to the manager in order to guarantee better service quality.

	6.6. 	There is adequate regional training provision in forestry, timber harvesting, timber processing and forest tourism.

	6.6.1. 	Training courses are available at local level, leading to a qualification in forestry, timber professions, forest tourism and forest product development.

	6.6.2.	 Continuous professional training courses are available at local level in forestry, timber professions, forest tourism and forest product development.

	6.7. 	Forest management has a role to play in social development.

	6.7.1. 	Staff involved in forestry work are competent and take part in training initiatives.

	6.7.2. 	Annual equipment and development campaigns are organised to make provision for forest recreational facilities.

	6.7.3. 	Communication and outreach campaigns are organised to promote the forest to a wider public.

	6.8. 	Efforts are made to secure the economic sustainability of the forest management system. 

	6.8.1. 	Management for the purposes of timber production can only be sustained in the long term if it is viable from an economic and ecological point of view (taking full account of the economic value of all the costs and benefits of preserving forests and their ecological and environmental influences).

	6.8.2. 	Ramping up marketing campaigns at national and international level guarantees the highest possible return from the sale of forest products and enhances the use made of resources obtained from sustainably managed forests.

	6.8.3. 	A share of the financial benefits accrued from extraction is allocated to maintaining the productive capacity of forest resources. 

	6.8.4. 	On the one hand, forest taxes and duties provide a means of encouraging a more rational and less wasteful utilisation of forests and establishment of an efficient processing industry. On the other, they are a means of discouraging the reclassification and harvesting of forests that offer only a marginal benefit from the point of view of timber production. These taxes and duties remain directly related to the actual cost of forest management. Taxation procedures are as simple as possible and clear to all parties involved.

	6.8.5. 	In order to fulfil the basic objective of rational, sustainable management, it is possible to revise forest taxes and duties at relatively short notice, in the event of circumstances outside the control of forest operators and the forest manager (such as fluctuations in international timber prices or currency values). National forest agencies have the authority to make these revisions.

	6.8.6. 	The forest manager has a degree of financial autonomy, enabling them to allow funds to accrue.

	6.8.7. 	Market mechanisms and economic incentives at national and international level are used to encourage campaigns intended to preserve biodiversity. Training, technical support, education and information programmes must be developed.
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