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1. Introduction
The Programme for Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes (PEFC) admits
national schemes for Sustainable Forest Management to the PEFC system, after the
national schemes are endorsed based on a positive evaluation by an independent
Assessor. Every five years, the endorsed national schemes need to be revised after
which an independent Assessor assesses whether the revised scheme is in
conformity with the PEFC Council’s standard and system requirements.
This report presents the results of the initial evaluation of the Thailand Forest
Certification System against PEFC Council requirements for forest certification
schemes. The application for PEFC endorsement was submitted in March 2018.
PEFC Council appointed Form International as the independent Assessor to carry out
the conformity assessment. This assessment report will be the basis for the decision
of the PEFC Council and provides a recommendation to the PEFC Board on the
formal endorsement of the Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) for
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM).

1.1.

Form International

The assessment benefited from Form International’s specific experience and
expertise in certification and SFM. Form International has implemented many studies
in which national or international certification standards were assessed against
another standard or scheme, for example for the Forest Stewardship Council and
Keurhout. Moreover, Form International has carried out conformity assessments for
PEFC, such as the Certification Schemes of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, Gabon, Germany, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland,
Malaysia (Forest plantation), Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, UK, Uruguay, USA and Canada.
The conformity assessment team consisted of Mr. Rutger de Wolf, Ms. Christine
Naaijen and Mr. Andries Polinder (Forestry Experts and Registered PEFC Assessors)
and is referred to as the Assessor in this report.

1.2.

Scope of the assessment

The scope and process of the assessment follow the assessment of a new system,
as elaborated in PEFC GD 1007:2017 chapter 6.3.1, which means a “full
assessment”. The conformity of the Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) is
assessed against the PEFC standards and system requirements as presented in
PEFC IGD 1007:2017.
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1.3.

Documents and resources used

Various documents and resources were used in this conformity assessment. The
documents received from the Thailand Forest Certification Council (TFCC) are shown
in Table 1.1. Table 1.2 lists the documents used from PEFC Council. Besides these
documents, websites used by TFCC (fti-tfcc.org, digital.forest.ku.ac.th/TFCC and
www.tisi.go.th) were consulted during the assessment.
Table 1.1 Documents used for the conformity assessment
Number
Title
Application Letter
TIS 14061:2016
Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements
(translation document)
TIS 2861 1-2017
Chain of Custody of Forest based Products Management –
Requirements (translation document)
TFCC SD 001:2019
Specification of the TFCC claims
TFCC SD 002:2017
Group Forest Management Certification -Requirements
TFCC SD 003:2017
TFCC Logo Usage Rules – Requirements
TFCC PD 002:2017
Issuance of PEFC Logo Use Licenses
TFCC PD 003:2017
Notification of Certification Bodies for Chain of Custody and
Forest Management Certification in Thailand against the
requirements of the Thailand Forest Certification System
TFCC PD 004:2017
Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Forest Management Standard (TIS 14061)
TFCC PD 005:2019
Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Chain of Custody Standard (TIS 2861)
TFCC PD 006:2019
Standard Setting Procedure
TFCC PD 007:2017
The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and
Appeals Procedure
TFCC PD 009:2019
TIS 14061 Indicators
TFCC R 001:2018
Standard Setting Report
TFCC R 002:2018
Thailand Forest Certification System - Introduction
PEFC ST 2002:2013
Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products - Requirements
PEFC ST 2001:2008 v2 PEFC Logo Usage Rules - Requirements
PEFC Standard and System Requirement Checklist
Letter on comparison of CoC Standard between Thailand and
PEFC
Clarification of ILO Fundamental Conventions
Table 1.2 The PEFC Council Technical documents used.
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#

PEFC Council document

Date

1

PEFC GD 1007:2017 Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of
National Systems and their Revision

6 October 2017

2

PEFCC TD Annex 1: Terms and Definitions

27 October 2006

3

PEFCC TD Annex 6: Certification and Accreditation Procedures

5 October 2007
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4

PEFCC TD Annex 7: Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of
National Schemes and their Revisions

5 October 2007

5

PEFC ST 1001:2010 Standard Setting – Requirements

26 November 2010

6

PEFC ST 1002:2010 Group Forest Management Certification –
Requirements

26 November 2010

7

PEFC ST 1003:2010 Sustainable Forest Management –
Requirements

26 November 2010

8

PEFC ST 2001:2008 v2 PEFC Logo usage rules - Requirements

26 November 2010

9

PEFC ST 2002:2013 Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products Requirements

24 May 2013

10

PEFC ST 2003:2012 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating
Certification against the PEFC International Chain of Custody
Standard

16 July 2012

11

PEFC GD 1005:2012 Issuance of PEFC Logo Use Licenses by the
PEFC Council

27 November 2012

12

PEFC IGD 1007-01:2012 PEFC Standard and System Requirement
Checklist

6 May 2014

14

PEFC Secretariat’s clarification concerning the content of the
assessment report (clarification 30/10/12).

30 October 2012

1.4.

Methodology adopted

The work consisted of a desk study and field assessment in which an evaluation of
the conformity was conducted. The assessment enabled the Assessor to identify any
missing information, similarities and differences between the TFCS and the PEFC
Council’s standards and system requirements. Next to a general analysis of the
structure of the system, the assessment consisted of:
a. Assessment of the standard setting procedures and process
This aspect is evaluated on the basis of PEFC ST 1001:2010 Standard Setting Requirements. The checklist (part I of PEFC IGD 1007-01:2012) has been used
to assess the compliance of the TFCS with the requirements of PEFC concerning
the standard setting procedures and the actual process. The criteria for the
standard setting procedure have been assessed in two stages:
1. compliance of the scheme documented procedures (‘Procedures’)
2. compliance of the standard setting process itself with the procedures
(‘Process’)
To assess the standard setting process, the Standard Setting Report,
explanations from TFCC, additional evidential records and results of stakeholder
consultations are used to evaluate compliance of the standard setting process.
The PEFC Council conducted an international public consultation on the scheme,
and a stakeholder survey was organized by Form International through
questionnaires that were sent out to members of the Draft Working Group and
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other relevant stakeholders identified by TFCC during the standard setting
process.
In addition, the report includes an assessment of the standard setting procedures
against PEFC ST 1001:2017, Standard Setting – Requirements. The findings of
this additional assessment serve as a gap analysis for the future revision of the
TFCS standard setting procedures. These findings are not taken into
consideration in the main evaluation of the TFCS against PEFC requirements
and the Assessor’s recommendation to PEFC.
b. Assessment of the sustainable forest management standard
The compliance of TFCS with PEFC ST 1003:2010 Sustainable Forest
Management was assessed based on part III of PEFC IGD 1007-01:2012.
c. Assessment of the group certification model
The compliance of TFCS with PEFC ST 1002:2010, Group Forest Management
Certification – Requirements was assessed based on part II of PEFC IGD 100701:2012.
d. Assessment of the chain of custody standard
The compliance of TFCS with PEFC ST 2002:2013 – Chain of Custody of Forest
Based Products – Requirements was assessed based on part V of PEFC IGD
1007-01:2012.
e. Assessment of the certification and accreditation procedures
The compliance of TFCS with PEFCC TD Annex 6 (Certification and accreditation
procedures) and PEFC ST 2003:2012 was assessed based on part IV of PEFC
IGD 1007-01:2012.
f.

Other aspects regarding functions and efficiency of the scheme
The functions and efficiency of TFCS were evaluated on the basis of descriptions
and information obtained in correspondence with TFCC and stakeholders.

g. Field assessment Thailand
As this is the initial assessment of the TFCS, a field visit was conducted to meet
the people who have been involved in the standard-setting process. By consulting
various stakeholders, Form International obtained vital information on the way
the standard was developed, revised and how it is received by stakeholders.
Interviews were held with a wide range of stakeholders, including public and
private forest managers, and auditors.
This mission enabled the Assessor:
• The clarification of any outstanding issues highlighted during the initial
assessment;
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•

Discussions with the various stakeholders, involved in the standard
setting process, and other external organisations who provided input and
feedback to the Assessor.

The field visit was conducted during the commenting period of TFCS. The actual
planning of the field visit was done in close consultation with TFCS.
The report is written in line with the guidelines of the PEFC Council, PEFC GD
1007:2017 Appendix 2 for the content of an assessment report, and the additional
PEFC Secretariat’s clarification of 30 October 2012.

1.5.

Assessment process

The conformity assessment process consisted of the following steps:
1. Public consultation
The international public consultation was held from 4 July 2018 to 2 September 2018).
No comments were received (Annex 3).
The national stakeholder survey was held from 14/11/2018 to 30/11/2018. Form
International sent out questionnaires to all stakeholders that were members of the
Technical (Sub)Committee and Draft Working Group and additional stakeholders that
were invited and/or participated in public consultation meetings during the revision
process. In total 138 questionnaires were sent out,12 responses were received.
2. Technical desk study
The technical desk study was carried out on the TFCS documentation. It comprised
of a review of the documentation and a verification of the standards and system
requirements checklist. During the assessment additional information and translations
were requested from TFCC.
3. Elaboration of draft report
The draft report was sent to TFCS and PEFC Council Secretariat on 12 December
2018.
4. Commenting period
Based on the draft report, TFCC provided responses, additional references,
information and clarifications to the draft report.
5. Field visit to Thailand
During the commenting period, a field visit was conducted to Thailand to interview
individuals and organisations regarding the standard setting process and specific
issues and concerns.
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6. Elaboration of final draft report
Based on the responses and additional references and clarifications to the draft
report, a final draft report was developed and was sent to PEFC Council Secretariat
on 15 February 2019.
7. Internal review of the final draft report
The PEFC Council Secretariat conducted an internal review and contributed to the
final report by providing Form International with their feedback and comments.
8. Final analysis and reporting
Based on the feedback and comments from PEFC Council Secretariat’s internal
review, a final report was developed and was sent to the PEFC Council Secretariat
on 19 March 2019.
A time table of the assessment process is presented below.
Week

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

1a. International public
consultation
1b. Stakeholder survey
2. Technical desk study
3. Elaboration of draft report
4. Commenting period TFCC
5. Field visit to Thailand
6. Elaboration of final draft
report
7. Internal review
8. Elaboration final report

1.6.

Report structure

The structure of the report follows the guidance of PEFC GD 1007:2017:
Chapter 2
Explicit statement in the form of a recommendation on whether the
Board of Directors of PEFC should endorse the TFCS.
Chapter 3
Summary of the findings.
Chapter 4
Overview of the key structures of the scheme.
Chapter 5
Standard setting procedures – assessment results.
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Chapter 6
Chapter 7
Chapter 8
Chapter 9
Chapter 10
Chapter 11

Standard setting process – assessment results.
Forest management standard – assessment results.
Group certification model – assessment results.
Chain of Custody standard – assessment results.
Certification and accreditation procedures – assessment results.
Other aspects related to the System.

The standards and system requirements checklist is enclosed in Annex 1. Results of
the stakeholder survey and international consultation are presented in respectively
Annex 2 and Annex 3. The report on the field assessment is presented in Annex 4,
and the feedback and comments of the internal review are presented in Annex 5.
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2. Recommendation
Based on the results of this conformity assessment, Form International recommends
the PEFC Board of Directors to endorse the Thailand Forest Certification System,
on the condition that the remaining seven (7) nonconformities in the System shall be
corrected within six (6) months after endorsement:
• five (5) nonconformities in the Forest Management Standard
• one (1) nonconformity in the Chain of Custody Standard
• one (1) nonconformity in the Standard Setting Procedures
All nonconformities are classified as minor.
In relation to the standard-setting process, three (3) nonconformities are found.
However, the nonconformities found in the process did not undermine or negatively
affect the standard-setting process.
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3. Summary of the Findings
3.1.

Overall

The TFCS is in general quite complete and clear. However, there were 5
nonconformities found in the Forest Management Standard, 1 in the Chain of Custody
Standard, 1 in the Standard Setting Procedures, and 3 in the standard setting
process. This is in total 10 nonconformities, which have all been classified as minor.

3.2.

Structure of the System

In Thailand, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is acting on the PEFC Council’s
behalf as the PEFC authorised body. The Institute of Agro-based Industries (IAI) is
the responsible department within FTI. The Thailand Forest Certification Council
(TFCC) is the Thailand organization, promoting sustainable forest plantation
management through a forest certification system for forest-based products FTI and
a focal point of the Institute of Agro-based Industries (IAI). TFCC is the national
governing body of Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) and enhances
standards and requirements for TFCS, based on a stakeholder participation process.
Thailand has separated the National Governing Body (NGB) and the Standardising
Body (SB) by means of operating and standardizing the system. TFCC acts as NGB,
while the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) acts as SB for establishing
Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements (TIS 14061) and Chain
of Custody of Forest based Products Management – Requirements (TIS 2861).

3.3.

Standard Setting Procedures

The procedures for Standard Setting are regulated in TFCC PD 006 and several work
instructions. These are clearly structured documents, however one (1) nonconformity
was found, classified as minor:
• No reference was found that the public consultation shall last for at least 60
days (req. 5.6.d).

3.4.

Standard Setting Process

In general, the process was conducted according to the standard-setting procedures.
The standard setting report provides clear overview and details on the standard
setting process, including clear references to minutes and reports. The standard
setting process went relatively well, however three (3) non-conformities are found in
the standard setting process, all classified as minor:
• The invitation at the start of the standard setting process did not include an
invitation to nominate representatives for the DWG. This invitation was done
during the meeting (req. 5.3.c);
• The announcement of the public consultation did not specify a start and end
date of the public consultation (req. 5.6.a);
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•

The public consultation lasted for 52 days, which is less than 60 days (req.
5.6.d).

Based on the assessment it is concluded that the nonconformities found in the
standard setting process do not undermine or negatively affect the standard setting
process. It would therefore not be adequate to redo the standard setting process
based on the nonconformities found in the process.

3.5.

Forest Management Standard

The Sustainable Forest Management Certification requirements for plantations are
stipulated in TIS 14061, Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements.
This standard is complemented with TFCC PD 009:2019 TIS 14061 Indicators, which
specify mandatory indicators for several requirements of TIS 14061. The standard
and indicators are applicable to forest plantations only.
In general, the standard is a clearly structured and auditable document quite well
elaborated. However, five (5) nonconformities were found:
• No reference is found that small plantation forest management planning shall
aim to increase forests and other wooded areas and that this shall be done by
making full use of related services and tools (req. 5.1.1);
• No reference is found that ensures that conversion is a result of national or
regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official
authority, including consultation with materially and directly interested persons
and organisations. Also, it is not ensured that forest plantations for which land
use rights and permits are issued before 31 December 2010, are not eligible
for certification when conversion was applied after 31 December 2010 (req.
5.1.11);
• No reference is found that ensures on small plantations that conversion of
abandoned agricultural and treeless land into forest land shall be taken into
consideration, whenever it can add economic, ecological, social and/or
cultural value (req. 5.1.12);
• No reference was found that ensures that on small plantations forest
management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve and enhance
biodiversity on ecosystem, species and genetic levels and, where appropriate,
diversity at landscape level (req. 5.4.1);
• The usage of genetically-modified trees is insufficiently restricted (req. 5.4.7).

3.6.

Group Certification Model

The procedures for Group Certification are regulated in TFCC SD 002:2017 Group
Forest Management Certification – Requirements. The procedures comply with the
PEFC Council requirements, no nonconformities were found.
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3.7.

Chain of Custody Standard

The Thailand Forest Certification System contains two documents with requirements
on the chain of custody of forest-based products:
• PEFC ST 2002:2013 Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products –
Requirements
• The Thai Industrial Standard (TIS 2861) Chain of Custody of Forest Based
Products, which seems the translation to English of the original Thai
document.
Both documents basically have the same structure and chapters, however some
(small) differences exist, and numbering of requirements is not identical. As these
standards are almost identical, only differences have been assessed. One (1)
nonconformity was found:
• The producer group limitation is set to a higher level (more than 200
employees) (req. 2.6).

3.8.

Certification and Accreditation Procedures

The requirements for accreditation and certification are regulated in:
• TFCC PD 003 Notification of Certification Bodies for Chain of Custody and
Forest Management Certification in Thailand against the requirements of the
Thailand Forest Certification System;
• TFCC PD 004 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Forest Management Standard (TIS 14061); and
• TFCC PD 005 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Chain of Custody Standard (TIS 2861).
They include references to ISO/IEC Guide 65, ISO/IEC 17000, ISO/IEC 17021-1 and
ISO/IEC 17065. PEFC ST 2003:2012 is furthermore a normative reference. The
procedures comply with the PEFC Council requirements, no nonconformities are
found.

3.9.

Other aspects

With regards to Scheme Administration Procedures, the following procedures were
found:
• Notification of Certification Procedures (TFCC PD 003);
• Logo Usage Rules (TFCC PD 002, TFCC SD 001, TFCC SD 003 and PEFC
ST 2001 which is fully adopted);
• Complaints and Dispute Resolution Procedures (TFCC PD 007).
These are not further assessed in detail, in accordance with the tender document for
this assignment. Further assessment of these procedures is conducted by the
Technical Unit of PEFC Council.
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4. Structure of TFCS
4.1.

Introduction to the plantation forest sector in Thailand

Thailand has long been famed for the abundance of her forest. The Northern part of
the country in particular is rich in teak, which is commercially very attractive. However,
between 1965 and 1989, Thai forests and woodlands were reduced at an annual rate
of 2.6 percent. By 1989, Thailand was left with 28 percent forest coverage. In 1989
the Thai government banned all logging of natural forests. The depletion of forest
resources and the logging ban led to a decline in domestic timber supply, and
consequently in increased need for imports from neighboring countries. This led to an
increased importance of forest plantations, which can be distinguished in 3 different
categories:
• Protection plantation (national forest). These plantations are planted for
rehabilitation of disturbed watershed areas and re-afforestation of disturbed
forests;
• Amenity plantation (national forest). Some areas have been reforested for
amenity or aesthetic purposes but not for timber production; and
• Production plantation (private land). Forest plantations for production
plantation (private land) aim to encourage the private sector and local farmers
to grow commercial trees in order to supply the domestic market and reduce
imports.
The production plantations can be classified in the following types:
• Teak plantation (17%)
• Eucalyptus (9%) and other species (32%) plantations
• Rubber wood plantations (42%)
In Thailand the majority of forest ownership is public forest (87%), while a smaller
portion (13%) is private forest. The agency responsible for forestry in Thailand,
including commercial plantations, is the Royal Forest Department (RFD). Further, in
commercial plantation forestry the other responsible government organization is the
Forest Industry Organisation (FIO), which is a state enterprise responsible for the
utilization of the forest resources.
Next to the government, forest plantation are mostly planted by farmers as small
woodlots, often no more than a couple of ha. The Thailand forest plantation sector is
therefore characterized by smallholders, where large scale forest plantation
companies are effectively absent. The larger forest plantation companies do always
collaborate or have outgrower systems with smallholders to complement their wood
sources.
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4.2.

Organisation of TFCC

In Thailand, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) is acting on the PEFC Council’s
behalf as the PEFC authorised body. The Institute of Agro-based Industries (IAI) is
the responsible department within FTI. The Thailand Forest Certification Council
(TFCC) is the Thai organization, promoting sustainable forest plantation management
through a forest certification system for forest-based products FTI and a focal point of
the Institute of Agro-based Industries (IAI). TFCC is the national governing body of
Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) and enhances standards and
requirements for TFCS, based on a stakeholder participation process.
Thailand has separated the National Governing Body (NGB) and the Standardising
Body (SB) by means of operating and standardizing the system. TFCC acts as NGB,
while the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) acts as SB for establishing
Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements (TIS 14061) and Chain
of Custody of Forest based Products Management – Requirements (TIS 2861).

4.3.

The TFCS

As harvesting in natural forest is banned in Thailand, the TFCS covers forest
plantations only. Also, only lands where the government allows the people to use the
forest (some degradation forest, and agricultural land reform), and private lands can
be included in the scope of certification. The objectives of TFCC as presented in
‘TFCC R 002:2018 Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – Introduction’ are:
• To provide, implement and empower the sustainable forest plantation
management - requirement of Thailand for well-knowing, accepting and
certifying in national and international levels;
• To promote and support forest owners/managers and forest related industries
for ensuring into the standard certification process;
• To operate and maintain the public complaints resolutions for well-knowing,
accepting and certifying the sustainable forest plantation management requirement in national, regional and international levels;
• To act as a focal point of Thailand forest certification system for cooperating,
training and acknowledging to all stakeholders, according to the sustainable
forest plantation management - requirement;
• To promote and support research and development together with innovation
manner, according to the sustainable forest plantation management –
requirement;
• To act as a focal point of marketing center for farmers, manufacturers and
consumers in national and international levels.
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The TFCS is based on a number of documents, which define the requirements for
forest and traceability certification. The document structure is shown in the figure
below.
Standards for operators
TIS 14061
Thai Industrial Standard
Sustainable Forest
Plantation Management
TIS 2861
Thai Industrial Standard
Chain of Custody of Forest
based Products
Management
PEFC ST 2001
PEFC Logo Usage Rules:
Requirements
PEFC ST 2002
Chain of Custody of Forest
Based Products –
Requirements
TFCC SD 001
Specification of the TFCC
claims
TFCC SD 002
Group Forest Management
Certification – Requirements
TFCC SD 003
TFCC Logo Usage Rules –
Requirements
TFCC PD 009
TIS 14061 Indicators
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Standards for certifying
bodies
TFCC PD 004
Requirements for
Certification Bodies
operating Certification
against TFCC Forest
Management Standard (TIS
14061)
TFCC PD 005
Requirements for
Certification Bodies
operating Certification
against TFCC Chain of
Custody Standard (TIS
2861)

Scheme governance
TFCC PD 001
Issuance of TFCC Logo
use licenses
TFCC PD 002
Issuance of PEFC Logo
use licenses
TFCC PD 003
Notification of Certification
Bodies for Chain of
Custody and Forest
Management Certification
in Thailand against the
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5. Standard Setting Procedures
This chapter presents the nonconformities and observations found in the Standard
Setting Procedures. There is 1 nonconformity found, which is classified as minor. It
can be addressed by providing additional evidence and/or adjusting the procedures.
The Standard and Scheme Requirement Checklist related to the Standard Setting
Procedures can be found in Annex 1 part I, which presents all the conformities,
nonconformity and related references.

5.1.

Analysis

The procedures for Standard Setting are regulated in TFCC PD 006 and several work
instructions from TISI. These are clearly structured documents, however one (1)
nonconformity was found, classified as minor.

5.2.

Results: Nonconformities

The nonconformity found in the standard setting procedures is presented in the table
below.
Requirement

5.6 The standardising body shall organise a public consultation on
the enquiry draft and shall ensure that:
d) the public consultation is for at least 60 days,

Evidence

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.2 The public consultation will be organized for one day seminar
during receiving comments; all related stakeholders will be invited to
participate by email letter or other suitable media.”
Work Instruction of Standard Drafting Process, TISI (St)-W-DR-01
“5.2 Standard draft Distribution
TC secretary
5.2.1 Provide comment requesting form on the Standard drafting process
(TISI(St)-F-DR-02) and comment from (TITI(St)-F-DR-03), then circulate
CDV to all stakeholders both external and internal TISI. This circulation
process should take at least 30 days.”

Assessors’
comments
Result
CAR

5.3.

No reference was found in the procedures that the public consultation
shall last for at least 60 days. The circulation of the CDV, referred to in
the Work Instruction of TISI, only takes 30 days.
Does not conform - minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the procedures.

Results: Selection of Conformities

In the tables below, a selection of conformities is presented that in the opinion of the
Assessor are sensitive issues in the plantation forest context of Thailand and/or
illustrative examples of the Standard Setting Procedures.

21

Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

Requirement

4.1 The standardising body shall have written procedures for
standard-setting activities describing:
a) its status and structure, including a body responsible for
consensus building (see 4.4) and for formal adoption of the
standard (see 5.11),

Evidence

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4.1 Standard Setting Process
Refer to TISI (St)-P-VS-01, the Standard Setting Procedure, Section 7
TISI is the National Standardisation Body who is responsible for national
standard setting process.
TFCC represents a representative to act as a member of Technical
Committee of TISI and is in charge of some parts of the standard setting
process, as detailed in TFCC PD 006 below:
A) Stakeholder mapping
B) Announcement of the standard setting and invitation of related
stakeholders
C) Technical Committee Establishment
D) Development of a draft standard
E) Public consultation
F) Standard testing
G) Consensus-building
H) Formal approval of the standard
I) Publication of the standard
J) Periodic revision of the standard”

Assessors’
comments
Result

(none)

Requirement

4.1 The standardising body shall have written procedures for
standard-setting activities describing:
c) the procedures for balanced representation of stakeholders,

Evidence

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

Does conform

“5.1.1 The stakeholder mapping of Thailand shall arrange in the way of
the compatibility to the country performance and availability such as
UNCED or EU FLEGT.
Note: The stakeholder categories should be defined in consistent with the
nine major groups relevant to the sustainable forest plantation
management, defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.
a) Business and industry relating to Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management,
b) Children and youth,
c) Forest owners/managers,
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d) Indigenous people,
e) Local authorities or governmental authorities, including national and
international levels,
f) Non-governmental organisations,
g) Scientific and technological community,
h) Women and
i) Workers and trade unions.
5.1.2 All stakeholders shall be identified disadvantaged and key
stakeholders.
5.1.3 The communication way of stakeholders should be based on the
processes of invitation letters, meetings, seminars, emails and feedback
channels.
5.1.4 The disadvantaged stakeholders shall participate by the processes
of public consultation, meetings or seminars, emails and feedback
channels.
5.3 Technical Committee Establishment
Refer to TISI(St)-W-TC-01, Work Instruction for the Notification and
Review of Technical Committee, Section 5.1”
Work Instruction for the Notification and Review of Technical
Committee, TISI(St)-W-TC-01
“5. Appointment and Renew of Technical Committee
5.1.1 Composition consideration of Technical Committee.
The owner
(1) Gather all information of departments, organisations, associations and
private sectors with expertise for considering to the composition of
academic officials, users and implementers in similar proportions.”
Assessors’
comments
Result

(none)

Requirement

4.1 The standardising body shall have written procedures for
standard-setting activities describing:
e) the mechanism for reaching consensus

Evidence

Operation Manual of Technical Committee, TISI (St)-R-CM-01

Does conform

“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
[…]. 4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical
Committee shall decide the meeting consensus by applying the meeting
decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the minute
meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues
without meeting decision for 3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record
the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product Council for
making decision in the ministerial level.”
Assessors’
comments

(none)
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Result

Does conform

Requirement

4.4 The standardising body shall establish a permanent or
temporary working group/committee responsible for standardsetting activities.

Evidence

TFCC R 002 Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) Introduction
“Introduction
TFCC (Thailand Forest Certification Council) is the Thailand organization,
promoting sustainable forest plantation management by originating
certified forests and forest based products throughout forest certification
system. TFCC is the national governing body of Thailand Forest
Certification System (TFCS) and enhances standards and requirements
for TFCS, based on stakeholder participation process.
In Thailand, F.T.I. (The Federation of Thai Industries) is acting on the
PEFC Council’s behalf as PEFC authorised body. In terms of the
organisational chart, TFCC is acting as both an authorized body of F.T.I.
and a focal point of Institute of Agro-based Industries (I.A.I) on behalf of
PEFC Council’s.
According to TFCS, the relationship between TFCC and Thai Industrial
Standards Institute (TISI) is by means of TFCC acting as National
Governing Body (NGB), on behalf of PEFC while TISI acting as
standardising body for establishing Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management – Requirements (TIS 14061) and Chain of Custody of
Forest based Products Management – Requirements (TIS 2861).
During development process, TFCC is committed to work with related
stakeholders in terms of public participation and transparency manners in
order to provide more opportunities for stakeholders in developing the
standards. The stages of standard development follow guideline of
Standard Setting Procedures, PEFC ST 1001 and TFCC PD 006.”
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4 Organisational structure and responsibilities for standard setting
(…) TISI is the National Standardisation Body who is a member of
International Standardization and Organization (ISO) and responsible for
national standard setting process.
TFCC is the National Governing Body who is a member of the
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) with
responsible for development of Thailand Forest Certification System
(TFCS).”

Assessors’
comments
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Although TFCC R 002 does not have a normative character, it clearly
explains the roles and responsibilities of TISI, TFCC, and FTI. Technical
Committees (TC) are established by TISI. Drafting Working Group
(DWG) is established by the mutual agreement of TISI and Forest
Industry Organization (FIO), signed in 2014.
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Result

The establishment of the TC is regulated in TISI(St)-W-TC-01, how they
shall operate standard drafting (the process) is regulated in TISI(St)-WDR-01.
Does conform

Requirement

5.8 In order to reach a consensus the working group/committee can
utilise the following alternative processes to establish whether there
is opposition:
a) a face-to face meeting where there is a verbal yes/no vote, show
of hands for a yes/no vote; a statement on consensus from the
Chair where there are no dissenting voices or hands (votes); a
formal balloting process, etc.,

Evidence

Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01
“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical
Committee shall decide the meeting consensus by applying the meeting
decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the minute
meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues
without meeting decision for 3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record
the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product Council for
making decision in the ministerial level.”

Assessors’
comments
Result

In the TFCS the process utilized to establish whether there is opposition
is the statement on consensus from the Chairman, members and
secretariat, which is to be stipulated in the minutes of the meeting.
Does conform
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6. Standard Setting Process
This chapter presents the nonconformities and observations found in the Standard
Setting Process. There are 3 nonconformities found, which are all classified as minor.
The Standard and Scheme Requirement Checklist related to the Standard Setting
Process can be found in Annex 1 part I, which presents all the conformities,
nonconformities and related references.

6.1.

Analysis

The standard setting process of the forest management standard (TIS 14061)
consisted of several stages:
• Preparatory stage (Jan-Jul 2015), which included two stakeholder meetings,
revision of the existing Technical Committee (TC) 915, stakeholder mapping,
establishment of the Draft Working Group (DWG) and establishment of the
Subcommittee (SC) 4;
• Development of a draft standard stage (Apr 2015-Feb 2016), which also
included a public seminar; DWG prepared first drafts of the standard; SC 4
and TC 915 reviewed and considered the first drafts of the standard. In fact
DWG and SC 4 were established to support TC 915 in the standard
development;
• Public consultation stage (Feb-Apr 2016), including a public consultation
meeting;
• Consensus-building on final draft (Apr 2016), where consensus was reached
in TC 915;
• Approval stage (Jul-Aug 2016), where ultimately the minister of Industry
approved the standard;
• Publication stage (Nov 2016) in the Royal Thai Government Gazette;
• Standard testing (Aug-Sep 2017).
The standard setting process for the Chain of Custody Standards (TIS 2861) followed
a similar process, where SC 4 was the supporting committee, and TC 59 the
committee responsible for standard setting.
In general, the process was conducted according to the standard-setting procedures.
The standard setting report provides clear overview and details on the standard
setting process, including clear references to minutes and reports. The standard
setting process went relatively well, however three (3) non-conformities are found in
the standard setting process, all classified as minor.
Based on the assessment it is concluded that the nonconformities found in the
standard setting process do not undermine or negatively affect the standard setting
process. It would therefore not be adequate to redo the standard setting process
based on the nonconformities found in the process.
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6.2.

Results: Nonconformities

The nonconformities found in the standard setting process are presented in the tables
below.
Requirement

5.3 The announcement and invitation shall include:
(c) an invitation to stakeholders to nominate their representative(s)
to the working group/committee. The invitation to disadvantaged
and key stakeholders shall be made in a manner that ensures that
the information reaches intended recipients and in a format that is
understandable

Evidence

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage
stakeholders in the development of a Thai Forestry Certification Scheme
that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the
national standards. (…) Stakeholders have already invested in
developing the PEFC approach, however there is not yet an official
National Governing Body. Addition to the key issues which are covered in
the attached agenda the main objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the
Industry will update on the progress of developing a national forestry
certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest
Management Standard (TISI 14061). Inline with PEFC standard
1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged.
The key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end
of 2015.

Assessors’
comments
Result
CAR

4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the
NGB and how it will be resourced. Contribute to a working plan including
completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”
The invitation did not include an invitation to nominate representatives for
the DWG. However, according to TFCC and several stakeholders, this
invitation was done during the meeting.
Does not conform - minor
No corrective action possible.

Requirement

5.6 The standardising body shall organise a public consultation on
the enquiry draft and shall ensure that:
a) the start and the end of the public consultation is announced in a
timely manner in suitable media,

Evidence

Announcement letter d.d. 26 February 2016
“Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) has held the seminar in the
topic of “Standards of Sustainable Forest Plantation Management TIS
14061” on Thursday, 17 March B.E. 2559 at Jubilee Ballroom AB, 11th
floor, the Berkeley Hotel Pratunam. The related persons both in
government and private segment could suggest any idea towards the
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Standards. Besides, it is to propagandize the knowledge of standards of
sustainable forest plantation management, TIS 14061-2559. Detail has
attached.
TISI has considered that your department related to the standards as
stated above. We are glad to invite your staffs to attend the seminar
without any expense. If you have staffs to attend the seminar, please
send back the reply form to TISI within Friday, 11 March B.E.2559.”
Assessors’
comments

Result
CAR

The announcement of the public consultation was published on the TISI
website and sent by E-mail and formal letter to all stakeholders listed
during the stakeholder mapping. There was no specified start and end
date of the public consultation.
Does not conform - minor
No corrective action possible.

Requirement

5.6 The standardising body shall organise a public consultation on
the enquiry draft and shall ensure that:
d) the public consultation is for at least 60 days,

Evidence

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report, Annex 3:
“Event 31. Announce on website for comment the standard, 29 February
2016.
Event 32. Public consultation “SFM Standard TIS 14061, 17 March 2016.
Event 33. TC 915 meeting, 21 April 2016.”

Assessors’
comments

Result
CAR

6.3.

There was no specified start and end date of the public consultation. It
was concluded that the public consultation started on 29 February 2015
(announcement) and lasted (at least) until 21 of April 2016 (meeting to
discuss any comments received), which is approximately 52 days, and
thus did not last for at least 60 days.
Does not conform - minor
No corrective action possible.

Results: Selection of Conformities

In the tables below, a selection of conformities is presented that in the opinion of the
Assessor are sensitive issues in the plantation forest context of Thailand and/or
illustrative examples of the Standard Setting Process.
Requirement

4.4 The standardising body shall establish a permanent or temporary
working group/committee responsible for standard-setting activities.

Evidence

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report:
“Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) has nationally established the
Sustainable Forest Plantation Management - Requirements (SFM
standard) and Chain of Custody of Forest based Products Management –
Requirements (CoC standard), functioning as Standardizing Body (SB).
4.3 The Technical Committee
There are 2 TC groups, involved with standards of SFM (TIS 14061) and
CoC (TIS 2861).
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1. TC 915 (Sustainable Forest Plantation Management System)
developed TIS 14061 in the context of sustainable forest
plantation management, established in 1997 and revised in 2003.
2. TC 59 (Environmental Management System) developed TIS
2861 in the context of Chain of Custody of Forest based
Products Management, established in 2015.
(…)
4.4 The Technical subcommittee 4
SC 4 are established by TISI based on stakeholder categories as same
as mentioned in TC 915 to review the requirements of Sustainable Forest
Plantation Management Standard for submitting to TC 915 and draft
Chain of Custody of Forest based Products for submitting to TC 59. In
addition, SC 4 has to work on any other academic issues that were
assigned by TC 915 and TC 59.
4.5 Drafting working group
DWG was assigned by the mutual agreement of “Thailand Certification
System Approach for Sustainable Forest Management Meeting”, dated
on 13 January 2015. According to stakeholder’s requirements and the
balance of sustainable economic, social and environmental development
in country, TISI and FIO signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
cooperate for standard setting process, dated on 21 November 2014.
DWG members were invited from various stakeholders in order to
brainstorm and draft the standard revision.”
Assessors’
comments

Result

For the SFM standard and the CoC standard, the following working
groups / committees were established: TC 915 was the responsible
committee for developing the Forest Management Standard, and TC 59
was the responsible committee for developing the Chain of Custody
Standard. SC 4 was supportive to TC 915 and TC 59, and conducted
specific tasks that were assigned by TC 915 and TC 59. DWG also
supported TC 59 and TC 915 through the provision of first drafts of the
standard scheme for TIS 14061.
Does conform

Requirement

4.4 The working group/committee shall:
b) have balanced representation and decision-making by stakeholder
categories relevant to the subject matter and geographical scope of the
standard where single concerned interests shall not dominate nor be
dominated in the process,

Evidence

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“5.3 Standard Setting Process – Phase 1: Preparatory stage
On 23 February 2015, TC secretariat and PEFC coordinator considered
forestry stakeholder mapping in Thailand from FLEGT by compare to TC
915. For 5 categories of stakeholder mapping in Thailand, it found that
both TC 915 members had the categories of government agencies
mostly. Therefore, TISI designed to invite more stakeholders, so TC 59,
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SC 4 and DWG establishments had more various stakeholders,
participated into several meetings and seminars.
(…) The standardization committee consisted of 55 members that
represented 33 organizations with categories into 5 groups:
- Forestry-related industry associations/ federation
- Forestry-related private sector
- Government agencies
- Forest-planting groups/individuals and workers
- Civil society/NGOs involved in forestry issues”
Assessors’
comments

The Standard Setting Report contains clear overviews of attendance
(number of stakeholders per category, and per event). During some
events, like the DWG meeting of 19 Jun 2015 and 26 Jun 2015, the
forestry-related industry associations and forestry related private sector
were not represented, but throughout the process, representatives of all 5
categories were present.
The classification of stakeholders used in practice differs from the
classification used in the Standard Setting Procedure. Non-mentioned
categories are: children and youth, indigenous people, scientific and
technological community, women, and workers and trade unions.
However, it appeared that:
-

Stakeholders from the category scientific and technological
community were found under the category “civil society”;
There are no indigenous people in Thailand;
Workers and trade unions were represented under Unions of Forest
Industry Organization.
Women were throughout well represented in the DWG and TC’s.

It was concluded from the membership lists in the Annexes of the
Standard Setting Report that the actual participants representing the
category “Civil Society / NGO’s involved in forestry issues” were mostly
Universities. Nevertheless, the NGOs RECOFTC and Thailand
Environment institute participated in respectively the DWG and TC 915,
According to one of the respondents of the stakeholder survey: “the types
of stakeholders that are not represented are: Wood industry group
exporters and Target group investors.” (translated with Google
Translate), but these seemed to be partially covered under the category
forest related industry.

Result

Requirement
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According to all respondents to the stakeholder survey and all
stakeholders that were interviewed during the field visit, the DWG and
TC’s had a balanced representation of stakeholder groups.
Does conform

5.3 The standardising body shall make a public announcement of the
start of the standard-setting process and include an invitation for
participation in a timely manner on its website and in suitable media as
appropriate to afford stakeholders an opportunity for meaningful
contributions.
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Evidence

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage
stakeholders in the development of a Thai Forestry Certification Scheme
that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the
national standards. This workshop will be at the Fortrop Room, 1st Floor,
60th Anniversary Building, Faculty of Forestry at 1pm, 31st of March. (…)
Stakeholders have already invested in developing the PEFC approach,
however there is not yet an official National Governing Body. Addition to
the key issues which are covered in the attached agenda the main
objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the
Industry will update on the progress of developing a national forestry
certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest
Management Standard (TISI 14061). Inline with PEFC standard
1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged.
The key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end
of 2015.
4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the
NGB and how it will be resourced. Contribute to a working plan including
completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”

Assessors’
comments
Result

The invitation was sent by E-mail, post mail, and shared through Line
(similar to Whatsapp) with about 100 members and announced on the
website of KUFF (TFCC was not yet established).
Does conform

Requirement

5.5 The work of the working group/committee shall be organised in an
open and transparent manner where:
b) all members of the working group shall be provided with meaningful
opportunities to contribute to the development or revision of the standard
and submit comments to the working drafts,

Evidence

(See comments)

Assessors’
comments

TFCC explained that all members of the Technical Committee had an
opportunity to participate in the discussions and submit their comments.
The Chairman of the Technical Committee was from the governmental
sector, without conflict of interest. Respondents to the stakeholder survey
and stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment confirmed that
they were provided with meaningful opportunities to contribute and to
submit comments. This is supported by minutes of e.g. SC4 that have
been checked by the Assessor.
Does conform

Result

Requirement

5.8 The decision of the working group to recommend the final draft for
formal approval shall be taken on the basis of a consensus.

Evidence

Minutes of TC 915 meeting d.d. 21 April 2016
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“The secretariat summarized the suggestion towards the Draft Standards
of Sustainable Forest Plantation Management in the seminar on 17
March B.E. 2559. All suggestion was concluded in the documents given
at the meeting. (…) The committee agrees that let the secretariat revise
the standard based on the committee comments and proceed to the next
step by TISI procedure.”
Assessors’
comments
Result

“Proceed to the next step by TISI procedure” means: proposed to IPC.

Requirement

5.11 The standardising body shall formally approve the
standards/normative documents based on evidence of consensus
reached by the working group/committee.

Evidence

Letter to Industrial Product Council, d.d. 15 July 2016

Does conform

“Due to the Technical Committee 915, Standards of Sustainable Forest
Plantation Management System (TC. 915), had already drafted the
Industrial Product Standards, Sustainable Forest Plantation Management
Vol.1: Specification, TIS 14061 Vol. 1-B.E. 2559. It would be presented to
the Technical Committee 1125 for considering the Draft Standards in the
meeting no. 9/1-2559 on 8 July B.E. 2559.
The Technical Committee 1125 agreed with the Draft Standards by
amending some detail as stated in the meeting, and presented to IPSC to
consider. The secretariat of TC. 915 had edited the detail with TC. 915,
and presented the amendment as the meeting conclusion of TC. 1125
already. Then, there was a summary of considering the Draft of Industrial
Product Standards, Sustainable Forest Plantation Management Vol.1:
Specification, TIS 14061 Vol. 1-B.E. 255X, to present IPSC to consider
agreement.”
Assessors’
comments
Result
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Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

7. Forest Management Standard
This chapter presents the findings of the assessment of the Sustainable Forest
Management Standard. In total 5 nonconformities are found, which are all classified
as minor. Corrective action requests are formulated for each of the nonconformities
raised. The Standard and Scheme Requirement Checklist related to the Sustainable
Forest Management Standard can be found in Annex 1 part III, which presents all the
conformities, nonconformities and related references.

7.1.

Analysis

The Sustainable Forest Management Certification requirements for plantations are
stipulated in TIS 14061, Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements,
which is a clearly structured and auditable document. This standard is complemented
with TFCC PD 009:2019 TIS 14061 Indicators, which specify mandatory indicators
for several requirements of TIS 14061.
Chapter 3 of TIS 14062 describes the general Requirements for sustainable forest
plantation management. Chapter 4 contains the specific requirements for SFM
standards, and is divided into 7 main chapters:
• 4.1 Compliance with legal requirements
• 4.2 Appropriate maintenance of the forest plantation as a carbon source
• 4.3 Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
• 4.4 Maintenance and encouragement of the productive function of forests (wood
and non-wood)
• 4.5 Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological
diversity in forest ecosystems
• 4.6 Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest
management (notably soil and water)
• 4.7 Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions.
In an Appendix some exemptions for small plantations are further specified.
Where relevant, the requirements of TIS 14061 are further specified in TFCC PD
009:2019, where only where only indicators identified with (S) shall apply for small
economic plantations.
In general, the TIS 14061 and the TFCC PD 009 documents are clearly structured
and auditable. However, five (5) non-conformities were identified, which are all
classified as minor.

7.2.

Results: Nonconformities

The nonconformities found in the Forest Management Standard are presented in the
tables below.
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Requirement

5.1.1 Forest management planning shall aim to maintain or increase
forests and other wooded areas and enhance the quality of the
economic, ecological, cultural and social values of forest resources,
including soil and water. This shall be done by making full use of
related services and tools that support land-use planning and
nature conservation.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the interpretation of
requirements in the case of plantation forestry:
This requirement cannot be applied to individual forest stands in the
case of plantation forestry and shall be considered on a larger scale
(bioregional) within the whole forest management unit where the
stands of fast growing trees are complemented by buffer zones and
set-aside areas which are dedicated to environmental, ecological,
cultural and social functions.
In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity values, water and
soil protection, the size and distribution of the buffer zones and
conservation set-aside areas shall be identified at the preparatory
stage of the forest plantation establishment, based on social,
environmental and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.

Evidence

TIS 14061
“4.2 Appropriate maintenance of the forest plantation as a carbon source
4.2.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain or
increase forest areas and conserve existing native trees (if any) and
enhance the quality of the economic, social and environment of the forest
plantation including soil and water. This shall be done by making full use
of related services and tools that support land-use planning and nature
conservation.
Appendix
Feasible exemptions for small plantations
Criterion 4.2.1”
TFCC PD 009
“3.6 Feasible Exemptions
According to appendix in TIS 14061, criterion 4.2.1, 4.3.1, 4.3.3, 4.4.6,
4.4.8, 4.5.1, 4.5.7, 4.7.4, 4.7.5, 4.7.7 and 4.7.13 small economic
plantations shall follow the indicators in each criterion, where only (S)
shall apply for small economic plantation in order to comply with the
relevant criteria.

Assessors’
comments

Result
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4.2.1 (…) 2. Forest Plantation Management Plan which identify of buffer
zones and set-aside areas, dedicated to environmental, ecological,
cultural and social functions, in the preparatory stage for plantation
establishment, (if any)”
As the criterion is exempted for small plantations, only the indicators
marked with (S) applies to them. Indicator 4.2.1 2 is not marked with (S).
Therefore, it is not ensured that the requirement is met for small
plantations.
Does not conform – minor
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CAR

Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard

Requirement

5.1.11 Conversion of forests to other types of land use, including
conversion of primary forests to forest plantations, shall not occur
unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:
a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and legislation
relevant for land use and forest management and is a result of
national or regional land-use planning governed by a governmental
or other official authority including consultation with materially and
directly interested persons and organisations; and
b) entails a small proportion of forest type; and
c) does not have negative impacts on threatened (including
vulnerable, rare or endangered) forest ecosystems, culturally and
socially significant areas, important habitats of threatened species
or other protected areas; and
d) makes a contribution to long-term conservation, economic, and
social benefits.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the interpretation of
requirements in the case of plantation forestry:
The requirement for the “conversion of forests to other types of
land use, including conversion of primary forests to forest
plantations” means that forest plantations established by a forest
conversion after 31 December 2010 in other than “justified
circumstances” do not meet the requirement and are not eligible for
certification.

Evidence

TIS 14061
“4.2.6 Conversion of forests to other types of land use, including
conversion of primary forests to forest plantations, shall not occur unless
in justified circumstances where the conversion:
a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and the legislation
relevant for land use and forest management; and
b) entails a small proportion of forest type; and
c) does not have any negative impact on threatened (including
vulnerable, rare or endangered forest ecosystems, culturally and socially
significant) areas, important habitats of threatened species or other
protected areas; and
d) makes a contribution to long-term conservation and economic and
social benefits. “
TFCC PD 009
“4.2.6 (2). Land tenures and land use rights and permits which are issued
since 31 December 2010 are not eligible for certification if conversion has
occurred.”

Assessors’
comments

No reference was found that the conversion is a result of national or
regional land-use planning governed by a governmental or other official
authority, including consultation with materially and directly interested
persons and organisations.
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Result
CAR

Also, it is not ensured that forest plantations established by a forest
conversion after 31 December 2010 are not eligible for certification. The
rights and permits may be issued before that date, while the actual
conversion occurred later.
Does not conform – minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard

Requirement

5.1.12 Conversion of abandoned agricultural and treeless land into
forest land shall be taken into consideration, whenever it can add
economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value.

Evidence

TFCC PD 009
“4.2.1 (3). Evidence of consideration for the conversion of abandoned
agricultural and treeless land into forest plantation land, whenever it can
add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural value.”
TIS 14061
“Appendix
Feasible exemptions for small plantations
Criterion 4.2.1”

Assessors’
comments
Result
CAR

As the requirement 4.2.1 does not apply for small plantations, it is not
ensured that the requirement is met for small plantations.
Does not conform – minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard

Requirement

5.4.1 Forest management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve
and enhance biodiversity on ecosystem, species and genetic levels
and, where appropriate, diversity at landscape level.

Evidence

TIS 14061
“4.5.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain,
conserve and enhance biodiversity in ecosystems, species and at the
genetic level as appropriate in individual areas.”
TFCC PD 009
“(S)1.Reports of the biodiversity inventory, including to plants and animal
species in forest plantation areas.
4.5.1. (2). Forest plantation management plan uses a precautionary
approach which identifies buffer zones and set-aside areas and that the
zoning shall be identified at the preparatory stage of the plantation
establishment including provide maintaining, conserving and enhancing
the levels of ecosystem diversity, species and genetic compatible to the
size and use of the forest plantation areas.
(S)3. Evidences of inventory, monitoring, evaluation of biodiversity
change in appropriately periodically updated.”

Assessors’
comments
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The English version of the standard states under requirement 4.5.1 ‘in
individual areas’, in another version it is ‘as appropriate area’. The actual
meaning is ‘landscape level’ confirmed during the field assessment.
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Result
CAR

Therefore, the intent of the requirement is met, while the translation of the
standard needs further attention.
However, as the requirement 4.5.1 does not apply for small plantations, it
is not ensured that the international PEFC requirement is met for small
plantations.
Does not conform – minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard

Requirement

5.4.7 Genetically-modified trees shall not be used.

Evidence

TIS 14061

Assessors’
comments

Result
CAR

7.3.

“4.5.6 Genetically-modified trees shall not be propagated in forest
plantation areas until sufficient scientific data on genetically-modified
trees has indicated that there is no impact on humans, animals,
vegetation and the environment.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.6 Genetically-modified trees shall not be used in forest plantation
area. Until enough scientific data on genetically-modified trees indicates
that no impacts on human, animal, vegetation and environment.
Indicators
1. Evidences of data confirmation of tree species were planted to without
GMO results or not before planting to forest plantation areas.
2. Evidences or documents of researches to support that GMO trees had
no impacts on human, animal, vegetation and environment.”
The TIS requirement allows the usage of genetically-modified trees under
specific conditions, for which the forest plantation manager shall provide
evidence that it does not have any negative impacts. This is not in line
with the requirement, which does not allow the use of GMOs. This
restriction has been adopted by the PEFC General Assembly based on
the precautionary principle. Until PEFC General Assembly concludes that
enough scientiﬁc data on genetically-modiﬁed trees indicates that
impacts on human and animal health and the environment are equivalent
to, or more positive than, those presented by trees genetically improved
by traditional methods, no genetically-modiﬁed trees shall be used.
Does not conform – minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard

Results: Selection of Conformities

In the tables below, a selection of conformities is presented that to the opinion of the
assessment team are sensitive issues in context of Thailand and/or illustrative
examples of the Forest Management Standard.
Requirement

5.1.2 Forest management shall comprise the cycle of inventory and
planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and shall
include an appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and
economic impacts of forest management operations. This shall form
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a basis for a cycle of continuous improvement to minimise or avoid
negative impacts.
Evidence

TIS 14061
“4.2 Appropriate maintenance of the forest plantation as a carbon source
4.2.2 Forest plantation management shall consist of a cycle of inventory
and planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation that includes an
appropriate assessment of the social, environmental and economic
impact of forest management operations. This shall form the basis for a
cycle of continuous improvement to minimize or avoid any negative
impact.”

Assessors’
comments
Result

None

Requirement

5.2.4 Forest management plans or their equivalents shall specify
ways and means to minimise the risk of degradation of and
damages to forest ecosystems. Forest management planning shall
make use of those policy instruments set up to support these
activities.

Evidence

TIS 14061

Assessors’
comments
Result

Does conform

“4.3.2 Forest plantation management plans or their equivalent shall
specify ways and means to minimize the risk of degradation of and
damage to forest ecosystems. Forest management planning shall make
use of those policy instruments set up to support these activities. “
None
Does conform

Requirement

5.3.5 Regeneration, tending and harvesting operations shall be
carried out in time, and in a way that does not reduce the productive
capacity of the site, for example by avoiding damage to retained
stands and trees as well as to the forest soil, and by using
appropriate systems.

Evidence

TIS 14061

Assessors’
comments
Result

Requirement
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“4.4.5 Regeneration, tending and harvesting operations shall be carried
out in a timely fashion and in a way that does not reduce the productive
capacity of the site, for example, by avoiding damage to retained stands
and trees as well as to the forest soil and by using appropriate systems.”
None
Does conform

5.4.5 For reforestation and afforestation, origins of native species
and local provenances that are well-adapted to site conditions shall
be preferred, where appropriate. Only those introduced species,
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provenances or varieties shall be used whose impacts on the
ecosystem and on the genetic integrity of native species and local
provenances have been evaluated, and if negative impacts can be
avoided or minimised.
Evidence

Assessors’
comments
Result

TIS 14061
“4.5.5 For tree planting, the origins of native species and local
provenance that is well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred,
where appropriate. Only those introduced species, provenances or
varieties shall be used whose impact on the ecosystem and on the
genetic integrity of native species and local provenance has been
evaluated and if any negative impact can be avoided or minimized.”
None
Does conform

Requirement

5.6.2 Forest management shall promote the long-term health and
well-being of communities within or adjacent to the forest
management area.

Evidence

TIS 14061

Assessors’
comments
Result

“4.7.2 Forest management shall promote the long – term health and well
– being of communities within or adjacent to forest management areas.”
None
Does conform
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8. Group Certification Model
This chapter presents the findings of the assessment of the Group Certification Model.
No nonconformities are found. The Standard and Scheme Requirement Checklist
related to the Group Certification Model can be found in Annex 1 part II, which
presents all the conformities and related references.

8.1.

Analysis

The procedures for Group Certification are regulated in TFCC SD 002:2017 Group
Forest Management Certification – Requirements, which is a clearly structured and
auditable document. It closely follows PEFCC’s requirements as defined in PEFC ST
1002:2010 Group Forest Management Certification – Requirements.

8.2.

Results: Nonconformities

The procedures for group certification comply with the PEFC requirements. No
nonconformities are found.

8.3.

Results: Selection of Conformities

In the tables below, a selection of conformities is presented that are considered to be
sensitive issues in the plantation forest context of Thailand and/or illustrative
examples of the procedures for group certification.
Requirement

4.1.3 The forest certification scheme shall define requirements for
group forest certification which ensure that participants’ conformity
with the sustainable forest management standard is centrally
administered and is subject to central review and that all
participants shall be subject to the internal monitoring programme.

Evidence

TFCC SD 002

Assessors’
comments
Result

Requirement
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“4.1.3 The participants of group forest certification shall be managed by a
group entity that is centrally administered to ensure participants
conformity with TIS 14061 and is subject to central review, and that all
the participants shall be subject to an internal monitoring program.”
None
Does conform

4.2.1 The forest certification scheme shall define the following
requirements for the function and responsibility of the group entity:
e) To establish connections with all participants based on a written
agreement which shall include the participants’ commitment to
comply with the sustainable forest management standard. The
group entity shall have a written contract or other written agreement
with all participants covering the right of the group entity to
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implement and enforce any corrective or preventive measures, and
to initiate the exclusion of any participant from the scope of
certification in the event of nonconformity with the sustainable
forest management standard
Evidence

TFCC SD 002
“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as
follows:
(e) To establish connections with all participants based on a written
agreement which shall include the participants’ commitment to comply
with TIS 14061. The group entity shall have a written contract or other
written agreement with all participants covering the right of the group
entity to implement and enforce any corrective or preventive measures,
and to initiate the exclusion of any participant from the scope of
certification in the event of non-conformity with TIS 14061;

Assessors’
comments
Result

Note: The requirements for “participant’ commitment” and “written
contract or other written agreement with all participants” can also be
satisfied by the commitment of and written agreement of the forest
owners/managers’ association, where the association can demonstrate
that it has a legal mandate to represent the participants and where its
commitment and the terms and conditions of the contract are
enforceable.”
None
Does conform

Requirement

4.3.1 The forest certification scheme shall define the following
requirements for the participants:
b) To comply with the sustainable forest management standard and
other applicable requirements of the forest certification scheme;

Evidence

TFCC SD 002
“4.3.1 The function and responsibilities of the participants are as follows:

Assessors’
comments
Result

(b) To comply with TIS 14061 and other applicable requirements of the
TFCS; “
None
Does conform
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9. Chain of Custody Standard
This chapter presents the findings of the assessment of the Chain of Custody. In total
1 nonconformity is found, classified as minor. The Standard and Scheme
Requirement Checklist related to the Chain of Custody standard is not included in this
report as the majority of the PEFC ST 2002:2013 has been adopted in the TFCS.
The Thailand Forest Certification System contains two documents with requirements
on the chain of custody of forest-based products:
• PEFC ST 2002:2013 Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products –
Requirements
• The Thai Industrial Standard (TIS 2861) Chain of Custody of Forest Based
Products, which seems the translation to English of the original Thai
document.
Both documents basically have the same structure and chapters, however some
(small) differences exist, and numbering of requirements is not identical. It is
explained in the Standard and System Requirements Checklist (SSRC) that
‘Specification of the PEFC claims’ is missing because TIS 2861 is issued by Thai
Industrial Standards Institute (TISI), which acts as Standardising Body and is separate
from the system owner. A separate Procedure Document is therefore developed for
the specifications of claims (PEFC PD 001), which defines both chain of custody
standards as normative (PEFC ST 2002 and TIS 2861) and provides a note in section
2.2 on formal claims: “Provided that the TFCC certification scheme, including this
document, has been endorsed by the PEFC Council, the requirements of this
document are deemed compatible with Appendix 1 to PEFC ST 2002 allowing the
organisation to also use the formal PEFC claim “x % PEFC certified”.” In general,
TFCC mostly refers to TIS 2861 when it refers the chain of custody standard in its
System.
There is also a letter, directed to the PEFC Council, including a comparison between
the two documents. The SSRC mainly refers to the TIS 2861 to demonstrate
compliance with the PEFC ST 2002:2013.
For the assessment only the differences were assessed, as the remainder is adopted
in the TFCS. The nonconformity found in the Chain of Custody Standard is presented
in the table below.
Requirement

Evidence
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PEFC ST 2002:2013
“2.6 The producer group is limited to participation of sites which are
domiciled in a single country and which: a) have no more than 50
employees (full time employees equivalent) and b) have an turnover
of maximum of 9,000,000 CHF, or equivalent.”
TIS 2861
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“A.1.6 The producer group is limited to participation in sites which are
domiciled in a single country and which:
(1) have no more than 200 employees (full time employees equivalent)
and
(2) have an turnover of maximum of 200,000,000 Baht, or equivalent.”

Assessors’
comments

Result
CAR

Comment TFCC in formal letter to PEFC Council dd. 29 January
2018
“(…) According to TIS 2861, TFCC would like to inform that the numbers
of full time employees equivalent and maximum turnover are referred to
Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion Act, B.E. 2543 with compatible
to Small and Medium Enterprises and manufacturers for implementing
and certifying in Thailand.
TFCC would like to explain our internal factors that are different
economic base between developed countries and developing countries
and technological transfer between advanced development and labor working operations. The majority of Thai related wood entrepreneurs are
labor-intensive. If we refer to PEFC's definition, most of the entrepreneurs
cannot reach certification. (…)”
Although the comment of TFCC clarifies the reason for a difference, there
is no reference available that exemption has been granted by the PEFC
Council. As it is not the mandate of the assessor to provide for or
withheld an exemption, the assessor must conclude that the definition for
a producer group does not correspond with the prescribed definition in
PEFC ST 2002:2013.
Does not conform – minor
Provide evidence to show conformity or update the standard
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10. Certification and Accreditation Procedures
This chapter presents the findings of the assessment of the Certification and
Accreditation Procedures. No nonconformities are found. The Standard and Scheme
Requirement Checklist related to the Certification and Accreditation Procedures can
be found in Annex 1 part IV, which presents all conformities and related references.

10.1.

Analysis

The requirements for accreditation and certification are regulated in:
• TFCC PD 003 Notification of Certification Bodies for Chain of Custody and
Forest Management Certification in Thailand against the requirements of the
Thailand Forest Certification System;
• TFCC PD 004 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Forest Management Standard (TIS 14061); and
• TFCC PD 005 Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification
against TFCC Chain of Custody Standard (TIS 2861).
TFCC PD 005 chapter 2 (Normative references) furthermore refers to PEFC ST
2003:2012: “For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments)
applies (…) - PEFC ST 2003, Requirements for Certification Bodies operating
Certification against the PEFC International Chain of Custody Standard. When
applying PEFC Claim.”
The following steering documents are included as references for requirements for
certification organizations:
• ISO/IEC Guide 65, General requirements for bodies operating product
certification systems
• ISO/IEC 17000, Conformity assessment – Vocabulary and general principles
• ISO/IEC 17021-1, Conformity assessment – requirements for bodies providing
audit and certification of management systems
• ISO/IEC 17065, Conformity assessment – Requirements for bodies certifying
products, processes and services
• Relevant definitions given in ISO/IEC Guide 2 and ISO 9000

10.2.

Results

The certification and accreditation procedures are clear, comprehensive, and comply
with the PEFC Council requirements. No nonconformities are found.
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11. Other aspects
This chapter presents other findings of the assessment of the Scheme. With regards
to Scheme Administration Procedures, the following procedures were found:
• Notification of Certification Procedures
These procedures are elaborated in TFCC PD 003 Notification of Certification
Bodies for Chain of Custody and Forest Management Certification in Thailand
against the requirements of the Thailand Forest Certification System;
• Logo Usage Rules
These rules are elaborated in the following documents:
TFCC PD 002 Issuance of PEFC Logo use licenses
TFCC SD 001 Specification of the TFCC claims
TFCC SD 003 TFCC Logo Usage Rules – Requirements
PEFC ST 2001 is fully adopted by TFCC;
• Complaints and Dispute Resolution Procedures
These procedures are elaborated in TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and
Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure.
These are not further assessed in detail, in accordance with the tender document for
this assignment. Further assessment of these procedures is conducted by the
Technical Unit of PEFC Council.
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Annex 1 PEFC Standard and Scheme Requirement Checklist
The tables below present the PEFC Standard Requirement Checklist, in which the following formatting is applied in the “reference” column:
• Bold text – Source of the quotation
• “Text between quotation marks” – Quotation from either standard, procedures, legislation, response from Applicant Scheme, minutes
etc.
• Italic text – Comments made by the Assessor.

Part I: PEFC Standard Requirements Checklist for standard setting
1 Scope
Part I covers the requirements for standard setting defined in PEFC ST 1001:2010, Standard Setting – Requirements.
Checklist

Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
Standardising Body

4.1 The standardising body shall have written procedures for standard-setting activities describing:
a) its status and
structure, including a
body responsible for
consensus building
(see 4.4) and for
formal adoption of the
standard (see 5.11),

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4.1 Standard Setting Process
Refer to TISI (St)-P-VS-01, the Standard Setting Procedure, Section 7
TISI is the National Standardisation Body who is responsible for national standard setting process.
TFCC represents a representative to act as a member of Technical Committee of TISI and is in charge
of some parts of the standard setting process, as detailed in TFCC PD 006 below:
A) Stakeholder mapping
B) Announcement of the standard setting and invitation of related stakeholders
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
C) Technical Committee Establishment
D) Development of a draft standard
E) Public consultation
F) Standard testing
G) Consensus-building
H) Formal approval of the standard
I) Publication of the standard
J) Periodic revision of the standard”

b) the record-keeping
procedures,

Procedures

c) the procedures for
balanced
representation of
stakeholders,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“7.1 TFCC staffs shall perform the documented information system, according to TFCC PD 008: 2017.”

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.1.1 The stakeholder mapping of Thailand shall arrange in the way of the compatibility to the country
performance and availability such as UNCED or EU FLEGT.
Note: The stakeholder categories should be defined in consistent with the nine major groups relevant to
the sustainable forest plantation management, defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.
a) Business and industry relating to Sustainable Forest Plantation Management,
b) Children and youth,
c) Forest owners/managers,
d) Indigenous people,
e) Local authorities or governmental authorities, including national and international levels,
f) Non-governmental organisations,
g) Scientific and technological community,
h) Women and
i) Workers and trade unions.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
5.1.2 All stakeholders shall be identified disadvantaged and key stakeholders.
5.1.3 The communication way of stakeholders should be based on the processes of invitation letters,
meetings, seminars, emails and feedback channels.
5.1.4 The disadvantaged stakeholders shall participate by the processes of public consultation, meetings
or seminars, emails and feedback channels.
5.3 Technical Committee Establishment
Refer to TISI(St)-W-TC-01, Work Instruction for the Notification and Review of Technical Committee,
Section 5.1”
Work Instruction for the Notification and Review of Technical Committee, TISI(St)-W-TC-01
“5. Appointment and Renew of Technical Committee
5.1.1 Composition consideration of Technical Committee.
The owner
(1) Gather all information of departments, organisations, associations and private sectors with expertise
for considering to the composition of academic officials, users and implementers in similar proportions.”

d) the standardsetting process,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5 Standard setting process
5.1 Stakeholder mapping and disadvantaged and key stakeholders
5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
5.3 Technical Committee Establishment
5.4 Development of a draft standard
5.5 Public consultation
5.6 Standard testing
5.7 Consensus-building
5.8 Formal approval of the standard
5.9 Publication of the standard”
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Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

e) the mechanism for
reaching consensus,
and

Procedures

YES

f) revision of
standards/normative
documents.

Procedures

4.2 The standardising
body shall make its
standard-setting
procedures publicly
available and shall
regularly review its
standard-setting
procedures including
consideration of
comments from
stakeholders.

Procedures

Process

YES

The standard-setting procedures could be found on the TFCC website (fit-tfcc.org).

4.3 The standardising
body shall keep
records relating to the
standard-setting
process providing
evidence of
compliance with the

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

Question

Reference to application documents
Operation Manual of Technical Committee, TISI (St)-R-CM-01
“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
[…]. 4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”

YES

Work Instruction for the Notification and Review of National Standards, TISI (St)-W-RV-01
“Comprehensive review of general and mandatory standard uses fully 5 years and proposes to review,
or an important matter that should before the end of 5 years.”

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure:
“1.2 This procedure shall be regularly reviewed and updated every five years or before, including
consideration of comments from related stakeholders. The document is publicly available on www.ftitfcc.org.
8.1 TFCC documented information, including standards and requirements, procedures, other documents
and documented information, shall be publicly available for Technical Committee and related
stakeholders.”

“7.1 TFCC staffs shall perform the documented information system, according to TFCC PD 008: 2017.
All the list of records below shall be shall be kept for a minimum of five years and shall be available to
interested parties upon request;
- Invitation, agenda and list of participants for a public announcement of the start of the standard-setting
process
- Minute of Technical Committees
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

requirements of this
document and the
standardising body’s
own procedures. The
records shall be kept
for a minimum of five
years and shall be
available to interested
parties upon request.

Reference to application documents
- Minute of Technical Subcommittees
- Minute of Draft working group committees
- Invitation, agenda and list of participants for public consultation (public hearing) of enquiry
draft(Committee Draft for Vote, CDV)
- Public comments and results of their consideration
- Pilot testing report
- Complaints and appeals resolutions and TFCC PD 007, the Investigation and Resolution of Public
Complaints and Appeals Procedure
7.3 TISI shall show the process of record accumulation, index, accession and keeping approximately 10
years or long – lasting, according to The Regulations of the Office of Prime Minister on Procurement 2nd
edition, B.E. 2548 (2005) (Attachment 9).”

4.4 The standardising
body shall establish a
permanent or
temporary working
group/committee
responsible for
standard-setting
activities.

Process

YES

The standard setting report, TFCC R 001, application date 1 March 2018, contains attendance
schedules and a list of meetings, with reference to minutes. A sample of minutes was requested and
available to the Assessor.

Procedures

YES

TFCC R 002 Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) -Introduction
“Introduction
TFCC (Thailand Forest Certification Council) is the Thailand organization, promoting sustainable forest
plantation management by originating certified forests and forest based products throughout forest
certification system. TFCC is the national governing body of Thailand Forest Certification System
(TFCS) and enhances standards and requirements for TFCS, based on stakeholder participation
process.
In Thailand, F.T.I. (The Federation of Thai Industries) is acting on the PEFC Council’s behalf as PEFC
authorised body. In terms of the organisational chart, TFCC is acting as both an authorized body of F.T.I.
and a focal point of Institute of Agro-based Industries (I.A.I) on behalf of PEFC Council’s.
According to TFCS, the relationship between TFCC and Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) is by
means of TFCC acting as National Governing Body (NGB), on behalf of PEFC while TISI acting as
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
standardising body for establishing Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements (TIS
14061) and Chain of Custody of Forest based Products Management – Requirements (TIS 2861).
During development process, TFCC is committed to work with related stakeholders in terms of public
participation and transparency manners in order to provide more opportunities for stakeholders in
developing the standards. The stages of standard development follow guideline of Standard Setting
Procedures, PEFC ST 1001 and TFCC PD 006.”
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4 Organisational structure and responsibilities for standard setting
(…) TISI is the National Standardisation Body who is a member of International Standardization and
Organization (ISO) and responsible for national standard setting process.
TFCC is the National Governing Body who is a member of the Programme for the Endorsement of
Forest Certification (PEFC) with responsible for development of Thailand Forest Certification System
(TFCS).”
Although TFCC R 002 does not have a normative character, it clearly explains the roles and
responsibilities of TISI, TFCC, and FTI. Technical Committees (TC) are established by TISI. Drafting
Working Group (DWG) is established by the mutual agreement of TISI and Forest Industry Organization
(FIO), signed in 2014.
The establishment of the TC is regulated in TISI(St)-W-TC-01, how they shall operate standard drafting
(the process) is regulated in TISI(St)-W-DR-01.

Process

YES

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report:
“Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) has nationally established the Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management - Requirements (SFM standard) and Chain of Custody of Forest based Products
Management – Requirements (CoC standard), functioning as Standardizing Body (SB).
4.3 The Technical Committee
There are 2 TC groups, involved with standards of SFM (TIS 14061) and CoC (TIS 2861).
3. TC 915 (Sustainable Forest Plantation Management System) developed TIS 14061 in the
context of sustainable forest plantation management, established in 1997 and revised in 2003.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
4. TC 59 (Environmental Management System) developed TIS 2861 in the context of Chain of
Custody of Forest based Products Management, established in 2015.
(…)
4.4 The Technical subcommittee 4
SC 4 are established by TISI based on stakeholder categories as same as mentioned in TC 915 to
review the requirements of Sustainable Forest Plantation Management Standard for submitting to TC
915 and draft Chain of Custody of Forest based Products for submitting to TC 59. In addition, SC 4 has
to work on any other academic issues that were assigned by TC 915 and TC 59.
4.5 Drafting working group
DWG was assigned by the mutual agreement of “Thailand Certification System Approach for
Sustainable Forest Management Meeting”, dated on 13 January 2015. According to stakeholder’s
requirements and the balance of sustainable economic, social and environmental development in
country, TISI and FIO signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to cooperate for standard setting
process, dated on 21 November 2014. DWG members were invited from various stakeholders in order to
brainstorm and draft the standard revision.”
For the SFM standard and the CoC standard, the following working groups / committees were
established: TC 915 was the responsible committee for developing the Forest Management Standard,
and TC 59 was the responsible committee for developing the Chain of Custody Standard. SC 4 was
supportive to TC 915 and TC 59, and conducted specific tasks that were assigned by TC 915 and TC
59. DWG also supported TC 59 and TC 915 through the provision of first drafts of the standard scheme
for TIS 14061.

4.4 The working group/committee shall:
a) be accessible to
materially and directly
affected stakeholders,
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Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.3.1 The TC Secretariat and TFCC staffs shall make a public invitation of stakeholders to nominate
their representative(s) to the Standardization Committee at least 7 days before standard setting start on
www.fti-tfcc.org and www.tisi.go.th and in a Consultation meeting. The invitation to disadvantaged and
key stakeholders shall be made at least 7 days before standard setting start which ensures that the
information reaches intended recipients and in a format that is understandable to them.”
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Question

Assess.
basis
Process

YES
/NO
YES

Reference to application documents
TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“5.3 Standard Setting Process - Phase 1: Preparatory stage
(…) On 23 February 2015, TC secretariat and PEFC coordinator considered forestry stakeholder
mapping in Thailand from FLEGT by compare to TC 915. For 5 categories of stakeholder mapping in
Thailand, it found that both TC 915 members had the categories of government agencies mostly.
Therefore, TISI designed to invite more stakeholders, so TC 59, SC 4 and DWG establishments had
more various stakeholders, participated into several meetings and seminars.
(…) The standardization committee consisted of 55 members that represented 33 organizations with
categories into 5 groups:
- Forestry-related industry associations/ federation
- Forestry-related private sector
- Government agencies
- Forest-planting groups/individuals and workers
- Civil society/NGOs involved in forestry issues
”
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
Materially and directly affected stakeholders, such as category 1, 2 and 4 in the table above, were
present in the various committees / working groups responsible for standard setting.

b) have balanced
representation and
decision-making by
stakeholder
categories relevant to
the subject matter
and geographical
scope of the standard
where single
concerned interests
shall not dominate
nor be dominated in
the process, and

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4.4.3.1 The Technical Committee composition provides for balanced representation of stakeholders with
the aim of building consensus amongst participating interested stakeholders. No single concerned
interest shall be allowed to dominate the process nor to be dominated. The Standardization Committee
representing following to 5 stakeholder categories:
• Forestry-related industry association/federation
• Forestry-related private sector
• Government agencies
• Forest-planting groups/individuals and workers
• Civil society/NGOs involved in forest-related issues
5.1.1 The stakeholder mapping of Thailand shall arrange in the way of the compatibility to the country
performance and availability such as UNCED or EU FLEGT.
Note: The stakeholder categories should be defined in consistent with the nine major groups relevant to
the sustainable forest plantation management, defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.
a) Business and industry relating to Sustainable Forest Plantation Management,
b) Children and youth,
c) Forest owners/managers,
d) Indigenous people,
e) Local authorities or governmental authorities, including national and international levels,
f) Non-governmental organisations,
g) Scientific and technological community,
h) Women and
i) Workers and trade unions.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
5.3 Technical Committee Establishment
Refer to TISI(St)-W-TC-01, Work Instruction for the Notification and Review of Technical Committee,
Section 5.1”

Process

YES

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“5.3 Standard Setting Process – Phase 1: Preparatory stage
On 23 February 2015, TC secretariat and PEFC coordinator considered forestry stakeholder mapping in
Thailand from FLEGT by compare to TC 915. For 5 categories of stakeholder mapping in Thailand, it
found that both TC 915 members had the categories of government agencies mostly. Therefore, TISI
designed to invite more stakeholders, so TC 59, SC 4 and DWG establishments had more various
stakeholders, participated into several meetings and seminars.
(…) The standardization committee consisted of 55 members that represented 33 organizations with
categories into 5 groups:
- Forestry-related industry associations/ federation
- Forestry-related private sector
- Government agencies
- Forest-planting groups/individuals and workers
- Civil society/NGOs involved in forestry issues”
The Standard Setting Report contains clear overviews of attendance (number of stakeholders per
category, and per event). During some events, like the DWG meeting of 19 Jun 2015 and 26 Jun 2015,
the forestry-related industry associations and forestry related private sector were not represented, but
throughout the process, representatives of all 5 categories were present.
The classification of stakeholders used in practice differs from the classification used in the Standard
Setting Procedure. Non-mentioned categories are: children and youth, indigenous people, scientific and
technological community, women, and workers and trade unions. However, it appeared that:
-

Stakeholders from the category scientific and technological community were found under the
category “civil society”;
There are no indigenous people in Thailand;
Workers and trade unions were represented under Unions of Forest Industry Organization.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
-

Women were throughout well represented in the DWG and TC’s.

It was concluded from the membership lists in the Annexes of the Standard Setting Report that the
actual participants representing the category “Civil Society / NGO’s involved in forestry issues” were
mostly Universities. Nevertheless, the NGOs RECOFTC and Thailand Environment institute participated
in respectively the DWG and TC 915,
According to one of the respondents of the stakeholder survey: “the types of stakeholders that are not
represented are: Wood industry group exporters and Target group investors.” (translated with Google
Translate), but these seemed to be partially covered under the category forest related industry.
According to all respondents to the stakeholder survey and all stakeholders that were interviewed during
the field visit, the DWG and TC’s had a balanced representation of stakeholder groups.
c) include
stakeholders with
expertise relevant to
the subject matter of
the standard, those
that are materially
affected by the
standard, and those
that can influence the
implementation of the
standard. The
materially affected
stakeholders shall
represent a
meaningful segment
of the participants.

Procedures

Process

YES

The Standard Setting Report contains a list of 33 organisations that were represented in the Technical
(Sub)Committees and Draft Working Group, which are relevant to the subject matter. 3 out of 5
stakeholder categories are considered ‘materially affected stakeholders’: (1) Forestry-related industry
associations/ federation, (2) Forestry-related private sector and (4) Forest-planting groups/individuals
and workers. They represent a meaningful segment of the participants.

4.5 The standardising
body shall establish

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure
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YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4.4.4 The draft working group and Technical (Sub) committee shall include stakeholders with expertise
relevant to the subject matter of the standard, those that are materially affected by the standard, and
those that can influence the implementation of the standard. The materially affected stakeholders shall
represent a meaningful segment of the participants.”

“Scope
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
This document is used for complaints from TFCC’s operations and activities and appeals for
reconsideration of any decision made by TFCC via various channels.

procedures for
dealing with any
substantive and
procedural complaints
relating to the
standardising
activities which are
accessible to
stakeholders.

3.1 Complaints mean the effects from TFCC’s operations or activities on behalf of National Governing
Body (NGB). Be responsible for;
- User’s trouble of TFCC’s operations related
- Logo Usage of PEFC and TFCC, under PEFC and TFCC’s permission
- Standards or relevant regulations
-Reveal of Customer confidentiality”
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“8 Communication
8.1 TFCC documented information, including standards and requirements, procedures, other documents
and documented information, shall be publicly available for Technical Committee and related
stakeholders.”
Although availability of documentation to the Technical Committee and related stakeholders is ensured,
no reference was found that the procedures are made available to the general public.
Process

YES

According to TFCC, no complaints were received during the standard setting process. This was
confirmed by the outcomes of the stakeholder survey.

4.5 Upon receipt of the complaint, the standard-setting body shall:
a) acknowledge
receipt of the
complaint to the
complainant,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure
“4.2.1 TFCC staffs shall cooperate with the complainants and appellants within 7 days from the date of
submission.”
It is assumed that “cooperate” implicitly includes “acknowledge receipt”.

Process
N.A.

According to TFCC, no complaints were received during the standard setting process. This was
confirmed by the outcomes of the stakeholder survey and interviews held with stakeholders during the
field visit.
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Question
b) gather and verify
all necessary
information to validate
the complaint,
impartially and
objectively evaluate
the subject matter of
the complaint, and
make a decision upon
the complaint, and

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Procedures

YES

Reference to application documents
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“4.6.3 Upon receipt of the complaint, TFCC shall follow TFCC PD 007 in order to gather and verify all
necessary information to validate the complaint, impartially and objectively evaluate the subject matter of
the complaint, and make a decision upon the complaint.”
TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure
“4.2.2 For complaints, if TFCC staffs ask for more information or additional documents, the complainants
shall provide information required within 30 days from the request date. If the complainants do not
provide information or documents as request, the complaints will be terminated.
4.2.3 For complaints, if the complaints are unaccepted, TFCC staffs shall cooperate with the
complainants within 7 days from the date of investigation.
4.2.4 If the complaints and appeals are accepted, TFCC staffs shall operate the registration process,
according to Position Paper (F-GN-061).
4.3.1 The complaints and appeals are registered by TFCC staffs, according to Complaint and Appeal
List (F-GN-059) and Corrective Action Request Form (F-GN-029).
4.3.2 TFCC staffs shall conform the stakeholder involvement of Public Complaint Committee, particularly
for transparency and fairness to complainants in the process of complaint and appeal consideration.
4.3.3 The committee secretary shall submit the complaints and appeals to Public Complaint Committee
for the considerations and resolutions within 7 days from the date of registration.
4.3.4 The Public Complaint Committee shall conduct the meeting, according to the Operation Manual of
Public Complaint Committee (TFCC OM 001).
4.3.6 Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues or any complaints and appeals, used to
be considered by Public Complaint Committee previously, the committee secretariat shall submit to
TFCC Committee for making decision.
4.3.7 TFCC staffs shall inform to the complainants and appellants as a result within 7 days from the date
of consideration.”
Observation: According to TFCC the TFCC OM 001 has changed to TFCC PD 007. The references in
TFCC PD 007, 4.3.4 and 4.3.5, to TFCC OM 001 are not updated.
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Question

c) formally
communicate the
decision on the
complaint and of the
complaint handling
process to the
complainant.

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents

Process

N.A.

According to TFCC, no complaints were received during the standard setting process. This was
confirmed by the outcomes of the stakeholder survey and interviews held with stakeholders during the
field visit.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure
“4.2.3 For complaints, if the complaints are unaccepted, TFCC staffs shall cooperate with the
complainants within 7 days from the date of investigation.
4.2.4 If the complaints and appeals are accepted, TFCC staffs shall operate the registration process,
according to Position Paper (F-GN-061).
4.3.5 The Public Complaint Committee shall decide the meeting consensus by applying the meeting
decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the minute meeting, according to the Operation
Manual of Public Complaint Committee (TFCC OM 001).
4.3.6 Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues or any complaints and appeals, used to
be considered by Public Complaint Committee previously, the committee secretariat shall submit to
TFCC Committee for making decision.
4.3.7 TFCC staffs shall inform to the complainants and appellants as a result within 7 days from the date
of consideration.”
Observation: the wording of 4.3.5 is unclear and leaves room for multiple interpretation.

4.6 The standardising
body shall establish
at least one contact
point for enquiries
and complaints
relating to its
standard-setting
activities. The contact

Process

N.A.

According to TFCC, no complaints were received during the standard setting process. This was
confirmed by the outcomes of the stakeholder survey and interviews held with stakeholders during the
field visit.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 007 The Investigation and Resolution of Public Complaints and Appeals Procedure
“4.1.1 The complaint and appeal channels are as indicated below:
- Website: TFCC http://fti-tfcc.org/
- Email: TFCC info2016.tfcc@gmail.com or
- The Federation of Thai Industries’ website: www.fti.or.th or
- Telephone 02 345 1276 or Fax 02 345 1288
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

point shall be made
easily available.

Reference to application documents
- Mail to Thailand Forest Certification Council, the Federation of Thai Industries, Queen Sirikit National
Convention Center, Zone C, 3PrdP Fl., 60 New Rachadapisek Rd., Klongtoey, Bangkok 10110
4.1.2 If the complaints and appeals are sent to the Federation of Thai Industries, the complaints and
appeals shall transfer to TFCC as internal process.”
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“7.1 TFCC staffs shall perform the documented information system, according to TFCC PD 008: 2017.
All the list of records below shall be shall be kept for a minimum of five years and shall be available to
interested parties upon request; (…)
- Complaints and appeals resolutions and TFCC PD 007, the Investigation and Resolution of Public
Complaints and Appeals Procedure.”
Standard-setting process

5.1 The standardising
body shall identify
stakeholders relevant
to the objectives and
scope of the
standard-setting
work.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.1 Stakeholder mapping and disadvantaged and key stakeholders
Office of the National Standardization Council of Thailand (ONSC - TISI) and TFCC staffs shall define
stakeholders as following;
5.1.1 The stakeholder mapping of Thailand shall arrange in the way of the compatibility to the country
performance and availability such as UNCED or EU FLEGT.
Note: The stakeholder categories should be defined in consistent with the nine major groups relevant to
the sustainable forest plantation management, defined by Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.
a) Business and industry relating to Sustainable Forest Plantation Management,
b) Children and youth,
c) Forest owners/managers,
d) Indigenous people,
e) Local authorities or governmental authorities, including national and international levels,
f) Non-governmental organisations,
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
g) Scientific and technological community,
h) Women and
i) Workers and trade unions.”

Process

YES

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“5.3 Standard Setting Process - Phase 1: Preparatory stage
On 23 February 2015, TC secretariat and PEFC coordinator considered forestry stakeholder mapping in
Thailand from FLEGT by compare to TC 915. For 5 categories of stakeholder mapping in Thailand, it
found that both TC 915 members had the categories of government agencies mostly. Therefore, TISI
designed to invite more stakeholders, so TC 59, SC 4 and DWG establishments had more various
stakeholders, participated into several meetings and seminars.
The number of stakeholder categories for TC 59, TC 915, SC 4 and DWG as stakeholder mapping in
Thailand are shown in Annex 2.
The number of stakeholder categories in SFM (TIS 14061) meetings and events as stakeholder mapping
in Thailand are shown in Annex 3.
The number of stakeholder categories in CoC (TIS 2861) meetings and events as stakeholder mapping
in Thailand are shown in Annex 4.
The standardization committee consisted of 55 members that represented 33 organizations with
categories into 5 groups:
- Forestry-related industry associations/ federation
- Forestry-related private sector
- Government agencies
- Forest-planting groups/individuals and workers
- Civil society/NGOs involved in forestry issues
The composition of the standardization committee as well as its representation can be found in Annex 5
in this report.”
A list of in total 82 stakeholders was provided to the Assessor, which are considered relevant to the
objectives and scope of the standard-setting work.
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Question
5.2 The standardising
body shall identify
disadvantaged and
key stakeholders. The
standardising body
shall address the
constraints of their
participation and
proactively seek their
participation and
contribution in the
standard-setting
activities.

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Procedures

YES

Reference to application documents
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.1.2 ONSC and TFCC shall identify disadvantaged and key stakeholders and actions addressing the
constraints of their participation.
Note: The constraints relating to the standard setting may include resources limitations, transportation,
etc.
5.1.3 The communication way of stakeholders should be based on the processes of invitation letters,
meetings, seminars, emails and feedback channels.
5.1.4 The disadvantaged stakeholders shall participate by the processes of public consultation, meetings
or seminars, emails and feedback channels.”

Process

YES

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“Annex 5: The composition of the standardization committee categories in TC 59, TC 915, SC 4 and
DWG as forestry stakeholder mapping in Thailand by their organisations
Annex 6: List of DWG members
Annex 7: List of SC 4 members
Annex 8: List of TC 915 members
Annex 9: List of TC 59 members”
The annexes of TFCC R 001 provides lists of stakeholders that were members to the Technical
(Sub)Committees and Draft Working Group. It is also indicated whether the stakeholder is considered as
a key or disadvantaged stakeholder. Key stakeholder representatives are:
•
•
•
•

Royal Forest Department
Thai Industrial Standards Institute
Faculty of forestry Kasetsart University
Forest Industry Organization

Disadvantaged stakeholders are:
•
•
•
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Private Forest Plantation Cooperative
Village Chief (Philosopher)
Private Promotion for Plantation Association
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
•

The Regional Community Forestry Training Center for Asia and the Pacific (RECOFTC)

It is not clear whether there were specific constraints of their participation, and whether these have been
addressed. They did however participate in one or more of the Committees.
5.3 The standardising
body shall make a
public announcement
of the start of the
standard-setting
process and include
an invitation for
participation in a
timely manner on its
website and in
suitable media as
appropriate to afford
stakeholders an
opportunity for
meaningful
contributions.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.2.1 ONSC and TFCC staffs shall make a public announcement of the start of the standard-setting
process and include an invitation for participation at least 7 days before standard drafting start on its
website and in suitable media; e.g. Line group, Facebook page and letter, as appropriate to afford
stakeholders an opportunity for meaningful contributions.”

Process

YES

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage stakeholders in the development of a Thai
Forestry Certification Scheme that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the national standards. This workshop
will be at the Fortrop Room, 1st Floor, 60th Anniversary Building, Faculty of Forestry at 1pm, 31st of
March. (…) Stakeholders have already invested in developing the PEFC approach, however there is not
yet an official National Governing Body. Addition to the key issues which are covered in the attached
agenda the main objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the Industry will update on the
progress of developing a national forestry certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest Management Standard (TISI 14061).
Inline with PEFC standard 1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged. The
key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end of 2015.
4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the NGB and how it will be resourced.
Contribute to a working plan including completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”
The invitation was sent by E-mail, post mail, and shared through Line (similar to Whatsapp) with about
100 members and announced on the website of KUFF (TFCC was not yet established).

5.3 The announcement and invitation shall include:
Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
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Question
a) information about
the objectives, scope
and the steps of the
standard-setting
process and its
timetable,

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
“5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
[…] The announcement and invitation shall include:
(a) information about the objectives, scope and the steps of the standard-setting process and its
timetable”

Process

YES

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage stakeholders in the development of a Thai
Forestry Certification Scheme that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the national standards. (…) Stakeholders
have already invested in developing the PEFC approach, however there is not yet an official National
Governing Body. Addition to the key issues which are covered in the attached agenda the main
objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the Industry will update on the
progress of developing a national forestry certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest Management Standard (TISI 14061).
Inline with PEFC standard 1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged. The
key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end of 2015.
4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the NGB and how it will be resourced.
Contribute to a working plan including completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”
Although the invitation did not include a timetable of the process, it did include dates and a reference to
the website with the steps. The process was furthermore explained during the meeting.

b) information about
opportunities for
stakeholders to
participate in the
process,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
[…] The announcement and invitation shall include:
(b) information about opportunities for stakeholders to participate in the process”

Process

YES

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage stakeholders in the development of a Thai
Forestry Certification Scheme that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the national standards. (…) Stakeholders
have already invested in developing the PEFC approach, however there is not yet an official National
Governing Body. Addition to the key issues which are covered in the attached agenda the main
objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the Industry will update on the
progress of developing a national forestry certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest Management Standard (TISI 14061).
Inline with PEFC standard 1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged. The
key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end of 2015.
4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the NGB and how it will be resourced.
Contribute to a working plan including completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”

(c) an invitation to
stakeholders to
nominate their
representative(s) to
the working
group/committee. The
invitation to
disadvantaged and
key stakeholders
shall be made in a
manner that ensures
that the information
reaches intended
recipients and in a
format that is
understandable,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

Process

NO

The invitation did not include an invitation to nominate representatives for the DWG. However, according
to TFCC and several stakeholders, this invitation was done during the meeting.

d) an invitation to
comment on the

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

“5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
[…] The announcement and invitation shall include:
(c) an invitation to stakeholders to nominate their representative(s) to the working group/committee. The
invitation to disadvantaged and key stakeholders shall be made in a manner that ensures that the
information reaches intended recipients and in a format that is understandable”

“5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
[…] The announcement and invitation shall include:

scope and the
standard-setting
process, and

(d) an invitation to comment on the scope and the standard-setting process”
Process

YES

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage stakeholders in the development of a Thai
Forestry Certification Scheme that can be endorsed by PEFC. In particular is the identification of the
governing structure to lead this development and the review of the national standards. (…) Stakeholders
have already invested in developing the PEFC approach, however there is not yet an official National
Governing Body. Addition to the key issues which are covered in the attached agenda the main
objectives are: (…)
2. Update of activities of certification activities in Thailand. TISI and the Industry will update on the
progress of developing a national forestry certification scheme including the key gaps and work plan
3. Announcement of the Review of the National Sustainable Forest Management Standard (TISI 14061).
Inline with PEFC standard 1001:2010 for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged. The
key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th and to be finished by the end of 2015.
4. Discussion for the next steps. Identify who will take the lead as the NGB and how it will be resourced.
Contribute to a working plan including completing a gap assessment of the scheme and standard.”

e) reference to
publicly available
standard-setting
procedures.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.2 Announcement of the standard-setting and invitation of related stakeholders
[…] The announcement and invitation shall include:
(e) reference to publicly available standard-setting procedures.”

Process

YES

Invitation 23 March 2015 (Event 11)
“You are cordially invited to this Seminar that aims to engage stakeholders in the development of a Thai
Forestry Certification Scheme that can be endorsed by PEFC. (…) Announcement of the Review of the
National Sustainable Forest Management Standard (TISI 14061). Inline with PEFC standard 1001:2010
for standard setting ensure that stakeholders are engaged. The key steps are outlined at www.tisi.go.th
and to be finished by the end of 2015.”

66

Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

Question
5.4 The standardising
body shall review the
standard-setting
process based on
comments received
from the public
announcement and
establish a working
group/committee or
adjust the
composition of an
already existing
working
group/committee
based on received
nominations. The
acceptance and
refusal of nominations
shall be justifiable in
relation to the
requirements for
balanced
representation of the
working
group/committee and
resources available
for the standardsetting.

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Procedures

YES

Reference to application documents
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.2.2 ONSC and TFCC staffs shall review the standard-setting process based on comments received
from the public announcement and establish a committee or adjust the composition of an already
existing the committee based on received nominations. The acceptance and refusal of nominations shall
be justifiable in relation to the requirements for balanced representation of the committee and resources
available for the standard-setting.”

Process

YES

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report
“Annex 3, Event 11: Public seminar “Developing Thailand Forest Certification Scheme with a review of
the National SFM Standard”, 31 March 2015.”
During the public seminar on 31 March 2015, the plans to review the Forest Management Standard were
presented. According to TFCC, no comments on the proposed standard setting process were received,
the discussions however were on how TC 915 would relate to the other committees and how to develop
the council and the decision making in TFCC, the establishment of a National Governing Body and its
formalization. No nominations from participants were received during the seminar. Therefore, after the
meeting, stakeholders were invited to nominate a representative and based on that, the Technical
Subcommittee was established. Most of them represented organisations that participated in the public
seminar.

5.5 The work of the working group/committee shall be organised in an open and transparent manner where:
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Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

a) working drafts shall
be available to all
members of the
working
group/committee,

Procedures

YES

Process

YES

TFCC explained that invitations to all (sub)group members were sent in advance, together with the
relevant documentation for the meeting. E-mails with attachments to DWG member were found showing
the evidence. Respondents to the stakeholder survey and stakeholders interviewed during the field
assessment confirmed that working drafts were available to them.

b) all members of the
working group shall
be provided with
meaningful
opportunities to
contribute to the
development or
revision of the
standard and submit
comments to the
working drafts, and

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

Process

YES

TFCC explained that all members of the Technical Committee had an opportunity to participate in the
discussions and submit their comments. The Chairman of the Technical Committee was from the
governmental sector, without conflict of interest. Respondents to the stakeholder survey and
stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment confirmed that they were provided with meaningful
opportunities to contribute and to submit comments. This is supported by minutes of e.g. SC4 that have
been checked by the Assessor.

c) comments and
views submitted by
any member of the
working
group/committee shall
be considered in an
open and transparent
way and their
resolution and
proposed changes
shall be recorded.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure

Question

68

Reference to application documents
TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.4.1 The draft standard shall be available to all committee members of the Technical/Sub
Technical/Drafting Committee in advance of their meetings.”

“5.4.2 The committee members have freedom to raise comments and views during the meetings and the
comments and views shall be considered with meaningful contribution by all committee members. “

“5.4.3 All comments and views presented by any the committee member during the meetings shall be
considered in an open and transparent way and their resolution and proposed changes to the committee
drafts shall be recorded.“
Process

YES

TFCC explained that all comments of the Technical Committee members were considered at the face-toface meetings. The meetings were recorded in the minutes, some of these were checked by the
Assessor and provided the evidence. Respondents to the stakeholder survey and stakeholders
interviewed during the field assessment confirmed that comments and views were considered in an open
and transparent way.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents

5.6 The standardising body shall organise a public consultation on the enquiry draft and shall ensure that:
a) the start and the
end of the public
consultation is
announced in a timely
manner in suitable
media,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.1 The invitation to the public consultation, including its start and end, shall be made in timely
manner through its announcement on the www.fti-tfcc.org and www.tisi.go.th, by Email distribution and in
suitable media e.g. Line group and Facebook page.”

Process

NO

Announcement letter d.d. 26 February 2016
“Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) has held the seminar in the topic of “Standards of Sustainable
Forest Plantation Management TIS 14061” on Thursday, 17 March B.E. 2559 at Jubilee Ballroom AB,
11th floor, the Berkeley Hotel Pratunam. The related persons both in government and private segment
could suggest any idea towards the Standards. Besides, it is to propagandize the knowledge of
standards of sustainable forest plantation management, TIS 14061-2559. Detail has attached.
TISI has considered that your department related to the standards as stated above. We are glad to invite
your staffs to attend the seminar without any expense. If you have staffs to attend the seminar, please
send back the reply form to TISI within Friday, 11 March B.E.2559.”
The announcement of the public consultation was published on the TISI website and sent by E-mail and
formal letter to all stakeholders listed during the stakeholder mapping. There was no specified start and
end date of the public consultation.

b) the invitation of
disadvantaged and
key stakeholders
shall be made by
means that ensure
that the information
reaches its recipient
and is
understandable,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.3 The invitation of disadvantaged and key stakeholders shall be made by means that ensure that
the information reaches its recipient and is understandable. The TC Secretariat should provide
disadvantaged and key stakeholders with necessary assistance addressing their constraints for
participation in the public consultation.”

Process

YES

The announcement of the public consultation was published on the TISI website and sent by E-mail and
formal letter to all stakeholders listed during the stakeholder mapping. Furthermore, it was shared through
a Line group (comparable with Whatsapp).

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
“5.5.4 TFCC staffs and TC Secretariat shall make the public consultation of CDV by publishing on the
website www.fti-tfcc.org and www.tisi.go.th”

c) the enquiry draft is
publicly available and
accessible,

Work Instruction of Standard Drafting Process, TISI (St)-W-DR-01
“5.2 Standard draft Distribution
TC secretary
5.2.1 Provide comment requesting form on the Standard drafting process (TISI(St)-F-DR-02) and
comment from (TITI(St)-F-DR-03), then circulate CDV to all stakeholders both external and internal TISI.
This circulation process should take at least 30 days.”

d) the public
consultation is for at
least 60 days,

Process

YES

The enquiry draft was available from the TISI website and distributed during the public seminar. This is
confirmed by stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment.

Procedures

NO

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.2 The public consultation will be organized for one day seminar during receiving comments; all
related stakeholders will be invited to participate by email letter or other suitable media.”
Work Instruction of Standard Drafting Process, TISI (St)-W-DR-01
“5.2 Standard draft Distribution
TC secretary
5.2.1 Provide comment requesting form on the Standard drafting process (TISI(St)-F-DR-02) and
comment from (TITI(St)-F-DR-03), then circulate CDV to all stakeholders both external and internal TISI.
This circulation process should take at least 30 days.”
No reference was found in the procedures that the public consultation shall last for at least 60 days. The
circulation of the CDV, referred to in the Work Instruction of TISI, only takes 30 days.

Process

NO

TFCC R 001 Standard Setting Report, Annex 3:
“Event 31. Announce on website for comment the standard, 29 February 2016.
Event 32. Public consultation “SFM Standard TIS 14061, 17 March 2016.
Event 33. TC 915 meeting, 21 April 2016.”

70

Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
There was no specified start and end date of the public consultation. It was concluded that the public
consultation started on 29 February 2015 (announcement) and lasted (at least) until 21 of April 2016
(meeting to discuss any comments received), which is approximately 52 days, and thus did not last for at
least 60 days.

e) all comments
received are
considered by the
working
group/committee in
an objective manner,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.5 The received comments and views shall be considered in an open and transparent way and these
comments as well as results of their consideration shall be made publicly available in a timely manner
through www.fti-tfcc.org and www.tisi.go.th or upon request.”
Work Instruction of Standard Drafting Process, TISI (St)-W-DR-01
“5.2 Standard draft Distribution
TC secretary
5.2.2 Collect all receiving comments but only academic-related issues will be informed to a summary
report of standard draft comments for distributing process following to annex A.”
Insufficient reference was found that all comments received shall be considered by the Technical
Committee in an objective manner.

f) a synopsis of
received comments
compiled from
material issues,
including the results
of their consideration,
is publicly available,
for example on a
website.

Process

YES

The minutes of the Technical Committee meeting d.d. 21 april 2016 present the comments received and
how they were considered by the Committee.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.5.4 TFCC staffs and TC Secretariat shall make the public consultation of CDV by publishing on the
website www.fti-tfcc.org and www.tisi.go.th
5.7.2 A synopsis of received comments compiled from material issues, including the results of their
consideration, is publicly available on TISI/TFCC website.”

Process

YES

The synopsis of received comments including the results of their consideration is available upon request,
regulated by law. The standard (with updates) was published on the TISI website for 15 days.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
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Question
5.7 The standardising
body shall organise
pilot testing of the
new standards and
the results of the pilot
testing shall be
considered by the
working
group/committee.

5.8 The decision of
the working group to
recommend the final
draft for formal
approval shall be
taken on the basis of
a consensus.

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
“5.6 Standard testing
5.6.1 TFCC staffs shall be responsible to standard testing process in terms of related standards. It
purposes for testing new standards for analyzing and applying to use in the real implementation.
5.6.2 TFCC staffs shall submit the standard testing results to TFCC Committee for the consideration
before submitting to Technical Committee for the consideration in order to the result’s effect to standard.
Note: Standard testing is not required in case of revision of a standard where experience from its usage
can substitute for pilot testing.”

Process

YES

During the pilot testing of TIS 14061 (SFM standard), there were 4 companies involved in pilot testing. In
summary, there were no comments on standard indicators, but there were some suggestions that some
unclear definitions should be clarified. This is supported by the minutes of the meeting, checked by the
Assessor.

Procedures

YES

Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01
“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”

Process

YES

Minutes of TC 915 meeting d.d. 21 April 2016
“The secretariat summarized the suggestion towards the Draft Standards of Sustainable Forest
Plantation Management in the seminar on 17 March B.E. 2559. All suggestion was concluded in the
documents given at the meeting. (…) The committee agrees that let the secretariat revise the standard
based on the committee comments and proceed to the next step by TISI procedure.”
“Proceed to the next step by TISI procedure” means: proposed to IPC.

5.8 In order to reach a consensus the working group/committee can utilise the following alternative processes to establish whether there is opposition:
Procedures
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Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01

Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

Question
a) a face-to face
meeting where there
is a verbal yes/no
vote, show of hands
for a yes/no vote; a
statement on
consensus from the
Chair where there are
no dissenting voices
or hands (votes); a
formal balloting
process, etc.,
b) a telephone
conference meeting
where there is a
verbal yes/no vote,

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”
In the TFCS the process utilized to establish whether there is opposition is the statement on consensus
from the Chairman, members and secretariat, which is to be stipulated in the minutes of the meeting.

Process

YES

There was no specific method used to establish whether there was consensus. However, TFCC and
stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment explained that discussions continued until all
stakeholders agreed with the outcome.

Procedures

N.A.

Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01
“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”
In the TFCS scheme the process utilized to establish whether there is opposition is the statement on
consensus from the Chairman, members and secretariat, which is to be stipulated in the minutes of the
meeting.

Process
c) an e-mail meeting
where a request for
agreement or
objection is provided

N.A.

Procedures

Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01
N.A.

“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

to members with the
members providing a
written response (a
proxy for a vote), or

minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”
In the TFCS scheme the process utilized to establish whether there is opposition is the statement on
consensus from the Chairman, members and secretariat, which is to be stipulated in the minutes of the
meeting.
Process

d) combinations
thereof.

Reference to application documents

N.A.

Procedures

Operation Manual of Technical Committee TISI (St)-R-CM-01
N.A.

“4.3.2 Methods of the Technical Committee operation
4.3.2.3 To use consensus building without voting process. Technical Committee shall decide the
meeting consensus by applying the meeting decision between chairman, members and secretariat in the
minute meeting. Just in case of disagreed opinions in key academic issues without meeting decision for
3 times meeting, the secretariat shall record the disagreed issues and report to the Industrial Product
Council for making decision in the ministerial level.”
In the TFCS scheme the process utilized to establish whether there is opposition is the statement on
consensus from the Chairman, members and secretariat, which is to be stipulated in the minutes of the
meeting.

Process

N.A.

5.9 In the case of a negative vote which represents sustained opposition to any important part of the concerned interests surrounding a substantive
issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following mechanism(s):
a) discussion and
negotiation on the
disputed issue within
the working
group/committee in
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Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedures
“5.7.1 In any case of a negative vote which represents sustained opposition of any important part of the
concerned interests to a substantive issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following mechanism:
a) Discussion and negotiation on the disputed issue within the Standardization Committee in order to
find a compromise;”
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents

order to find a
compromise,

Process

YES

According to TFCC there was no sustained opposition. This is confirmed by respondents to the
stakeholder survey and stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment.

b) direct negotiation
between the
stakeholder(s)
submitting the
objection and
stakeholders with
different views on the
disputed issue in
order to find a
compromise,

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedures

Process

YES

According to TFCC there was no sustained opposition. This is confirmed by respondents to the
stakeholder survey and stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment.

c) dispute resolution
process.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedures

“5.7.1 In any case of a negative vote which represents sustained opposition of any important part of the
concerned interests to a substantive issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following mechanism:
b) Direct negotiation between the stakeholder(s) submitting the objection and stakeholders with different
view on the disputed issue in order to find a compromise;”

“5.7.1 In any case of a negative vote which represents sustained opposition of any important part of the
concerned interests to a substantive issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following mechanism:
c) Dispute resolution process.”

5.10 Documentation
on the
implementation of the
standard-setting
process shall be
made publicly
available.

Process

YES

According to TFCC there was no sustained opposition. This is confirmed by respondents to the
stakeholder survey and stakeholders interviewed during the field assessment.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“7.1 TFCC staffs shall perform the documented information system, according to TFCC PD 008: 2017.
All the list of records below shall be shall be kept for a minimum of five years and shall be available to
interested parties upon request;
- Invitation, agenda and list of participants for a public announcement of the start of the standard-setting
process
- Minute of Technical Committees
- Minute of Technical Subcommittees
- Minute of Draft working group committees
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
- Invitation, agenda and list of participants for public consultation (public hearing) of enquiry
draft(Committee Draft for Vote, CDV)
- Public comments and results of their consideration
- Pilot testing report
- Complaints and appeals resolutions and TFCC PD 007, the Investigation and Resolution of Public
Complaints and Appeals Procedure”

Process

YES

The standard setting report is available on the TFCS website (fti-tfcc.org).

5.11 The
standardising body
shall formally approve
the
standards/normative
documents based on
evidence of
consensus reached
by the working
group/committee.

Procedures

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedures

5.12 The formally
approved
standards/normative
documents shall be
published in a timely
manner and made
publicly available.

Procedures

76

“5.8.1 The standardizing body shall formally approve the standards/normative documents based on
evidence of consensus reached by the committee”
Process

YES

Letter to Industrial Product Council, d.d. 15 July 2016
“Due to the Technical Committee 915, Standards of Sustainable Forest Plantation Management System
(TC. 915), had already drafted the Industrial Product Standards, Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management Vol.1: Specification, TIS 14061 Vol. 1-B.E. 2559. It would be presented to the Technical
Committee 1125 for considering the Draft Standards in the meeting no. 9/1-2559 on 8 July B.E. 2559.
The Technical Committee 1125 agreed with the Draft Standards by amending some detail as stated in
the meeting, and presented to IPSC to consider. The secretariat of TC. 915 had edited the detail with
TC. 915, and presented the amendment as the meeting conclusion of TC. 1125 already. Then, there
was a summary of considering the Draft of Industrial Product Standards, Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management Vol.1: Specification, TIS 14061 Vol. 1-B.E. 255X, to present IPSC to consider agreement.”

YES

TFCC PD 006 Standard Setting Procedure
“5.9.1 The formally approved standards/normative shall be publicly available on www.fti-tfcc.org or
www.tisi.go.th or www.mratchakitcha.soc.go.th“

Process

YES

The forest management and chain of custody standards are available on the TFCS website (fti-tfcc.org).
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents
Revisions of standards/normative documents

6.1 The
standards/normative
documents shall be
reviewed and revised
at intervals that do
not exceed a fiveyear period. The
procedures for the
revision of the
standards/normative
documents shall
follow those set out in
chapter 5.

Process

N.A.

Since this is the initial standard setting process, the requirement does not apply.

6.2 The revision shall
define the application
date and transition
date of the revised
standards/normative
documents.

Process

N.A.

Since this is the initial standard setting process, the requirement does not apply.

6.3 The application
date shall not exceed
a period of one year
from the publication
of the standard. This
is needed for the
endorsement of the
revised
standards/normative

Process

N.A.

Since this is the initial standard setting process, the requirement does not apply.
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Question

Assess.
basis

YES
/NO

Reference to application documents

documents,
introducing the
changes, information
dissemination and
training.
6.4 The transition
date shall not exceed
a period of one year
except in justified
exceptional
circumstances where
the implementation of
the revised
standards/normative
documents requires a
longer period.
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Process

N.A.

Since this is the initial standard setting process, the requirement does not apply.
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Part II: PEFC Standard Requirements Checklist for Group Forest Management Certification
1 Scope
Part II covers requirements for group forest management certification as defined in PEFC ST 1002:2010, Group Forest Management
Certification – Requirements.
2 Checklist

Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
General

4.1 Does the forest certification scheme provide clear definitions for the following terms in conformity with the definitions of those terms presented in
chapter 3 of PEFC ST 1002:2010:
a) the group organisation,

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.5 Group organization
A group of participants represented by the group entity for the purposes of implementation of TIS
14061 and its certification.
Note 1: The term “group organisation” is equivalent to the term “region/province” or other terms
those are relevant TFCS and complying with the content of this definition.”

b) the group entity,

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.2 Group entity
An entity that represents the participants, with overall responsibility for ensuring the conformity of
forest management in the certified area of TIS 14061 and other applicable requirements of the
TFCS.
Note 1: The term “group entity” is equivalent to the term “group applicant”, etc.”

c) the participant,

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.6 Participant
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Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
A forest owner/manager or other entity covered by the group forest certificate, who has the legal
right to manage the forest in a clearly defined forest area, and the ability to implement the
requirements of TIS 14061 in that area.
Note 1: The term “ability to implement the requirements of TIS 14061” requires the entity to have a
long-term legal right to manage the forest and would disqualify one-off contractors from becoming
participants in group certification.”

d) the certified area,

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.1 Certified area
The forest areas are covered by a group forest certificate, representing the sum of forest areas of
the participants.”

e) the group forest certificate, and

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.3 Group forest certificate
A document confirming that the group organisation complies with the requirements of TIS 14061 and
other applicable requirements of the TFCS.
Note: The term “group forest certificate” is equivalent to the term “regional/provincial certificate” or
other terms those are relevant TFCS which comply with the content of this definition”

f) the document confirming participation in
group forest certification.

YES TFCC SD 002
“3.7 Document confirming participation in group forest certification
A document issued to an individual participant that refers to the group forest certificate and that
confirms the participant as being covered by the scope of the group forest certification.”

4.1.2 In cases where a forest certification
scheme allows an individual forest owner to
be covered by additional group or individual
forest management certifications, the scheme
shall ensure that nonconformity by the forest
owner identified under one forest
management certification is addressed in any
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YES TFCC SD 002
“4.1.2 In cases group entity allows an individual forest owner to be covered by additional group or
individual forest management certifications, the group entity shall ensure that non-conformity by the
forest owner identified under one forest management requirement is addressed in any other forest
management requirements that covers the forest owner.”
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Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

other forest management certification that
covers the forest owner.
4.1.3 The forest certification scheme shall
define requirements for group forest
certification which ensure that participants’
conformity with the sustainable forest
management standard is centrally
administered and is subject to central review
and that all participants shall be subject to the
internal monitoring programme.

YES TFCC SD 002

4.1.4 The forest certification scheme shall
define requirements for an annual internal
monitoring programme that provides sufficient
confidence in the conformity of the whole
group organisation with the sustainable forest
management standard.

YES TFCC SD 002

“4.1.3 The participants of group forest certification shall be managed by a group entity that is
centrally administered to ensure participants conformity with TIS 14061 and is subject to central
review, and that all the participants shall be subject to an internal monitoring program.”

“4.1.4 The group entity is responsible to develop and operate an annual internal monitoring program
to provide sufficient confidence in the conformity of the whole group organisation with TIS 14061.
The elements of the internal monitoring program shall include following:
(a) at the time of joining the group organisation, individual participants shall undertake initial
assessment against TIS14061, either through a self-assessment or an assessment by group entity.
In the case of a self-assessment, the assessment shall be reviewed by the group entity;
(b) the group entity shall carry out internal audit on at least √n, n is the total number of participants
with regard to their conformity with TIS14061 on an annual basis;
(c) the group entity shall ensure that the internal audit is carried out by competent personnel that is
impartial to the audited participant; and
(d) the group entity shall evaluate the information about conformity of the participants to the
TIS14061 that is obtained from publicly available sources and other interested parties.”
Functions and responsibilities of the group entity

4.2.1 The forest certification scheme shall define the following requirements for the function and responsibility of the group entity:
a) To represent the group organisation in the
certification process, including in

YES TFCC SD 002
“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
81
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Question
communications and relationships with the
certification body, submission of an
application for certification, and contractual
relationship with the certification body;

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
(a) To represent the group organisation in the certification process, including in communications and
relationships with the certification body, submission of an application for certification, and contractual
relationship with the certification body;”

b) To provide a commitment on behalf of the
whole group organisation to comply with the
sustainable forest management standard and
other applicable requirements of the forest
certification scheme;

YES TFCC SD 002

c) To establish written procedures for the
management of the group organisation;

YES TFCC SD 002

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(b) To provide a commitment on behalf of the whole group organisation to comply with TIS 14061
and other applicable requirements of the forest certification system;”

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(c) To establish written procedures for the management of the group organization with compatible to
TIS 14061;”

d) To keep records of:
the group entity and participants’
conformity with the requirements of the
sustainable forest management standard,
and other applicable requirements of the
forest certification scheme,

-

-

all participants, including their contact
details, identification of their forest
property and its/their size(s),

-

the certified area,

-

the implementation of an internal
monitoring programme, its review and any
preventive and/or corrective actions
taken;
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YES TFCC SD 002
“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(d) To keep records of:
- the group entity and participants’ conformity with the requirements of TIS 14061, and other
applicable requirements of the forest certification system,
- all participants, including their contact details, identification of their forest property and its/their size
(s),
- the certified area,
- the implementation of an internal monitoring programme, its review and any preventive and/or
corrective actions taken;”
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Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

e) To establish connections with all
participants based on a written agreement
which shall include the participants’
commitment to comply with the sustainable
forest management standard. The group
entity shall have a written contract or other
written agreement with all participants
covering the right of the group entity to
implement and enforce any corrective or
preventive measures, and to initiate the
exclusion of any participant from the scope of
certification in the event of nonconformity with
the sustainable forest management standard

YES TFCC SD 002

f) To provide participants with a document
confirming participation in the group forest
certification;

YES TFCC SD 002

g) To provide all participants with information
and guidance required for the effective
implementation of the sustainable forest
management standard and other applicable
requirements of the forest certification
scheme;

YES TFCC SD 002

h) To operate an annual internal monitoring
programme that provides for the evaluation of
the participants’ conformity with the
certification requirements, and;

YES TFCC SD 002

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(e) To establish connections with all participants based on a written agreement which shall include
the participants’ commitment to comply with TIS 14061. The group entity shall have a written
contract or other written agreement with all participants covering the right of the group entity to
implement and enforce any corrective or preventive measures, and to initiate the exclusion of any
participant from the scope of certification in the event of non-conformity with TIS 14061;
Note: The requirements for “participant’ commitment” and “written contract or other written
agreement with all participants” can also be satisfied by the commitment of and written agreement of
the forest owners/managers’ association, where the association can demonstrate that it has a legal
mandate to represent the participants and where its commitment and the terms and conditions of the
contract are enforceable.”

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(f) To provide participants with a document confirming participation in the group forest certification;”

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(g) To provide all participants with information, guidance and training programme, required for the
effective implementation of TIS 14061 and other applicable requirements of the forest certification
system;”

“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(h) To operate an annual internal monitoring programme that provides for the evaluation of the
participants’ conformity with the certification requirements with summarizing and reporting the
internal monitoring results to all participants for communication,”
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i) To operate a review of conformity with the
sustainable forest management standard, that
includes reviewing the results of the internal
monitoring programme and the certification
body’s evaluations and surveillance;
corrective and preventive measures if
required; and the evaluation of the
effectiveness of corrective actions taken.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

YES TFCC SD 002
“4.2.1 The functions and responsibilities of the group entity are as follows:
(h) (…) summarizing and reporting the internal monitoring results to all participants for
communication, and;
(i) To evaluate the corrective and preventive measures of the internal monitoring results, preparing
for certification process.
(j) To operate a review of conformity with TIS 14061, that includes reviewing the results of the
certification body’s evaluations and surveillance with corrective and preventive measures if required;
and the evaluation of the effectiveness of corrective actions taken.“
Function and responsibilities of participants

4.3.1 The forest certification scheme shall define the following requirements for the participants:
a) To provide the group entity with a written
agreement, including a commitment on
conformity with the sustainable forest
management standard and other applicable
requirements of the forest certification
scheme;

YES TFCC SD 002

b) To comply with the sustainable forest
management standard and other applicable
requirements of the forest certification
scheme;

YES TFCC SD 002

c) To provide full co-operation and assistance
in responding effectively to all requests from
the group entity or certification body for

YES TFCC SD 002
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“4.3.1 The function and responsibilities of the participants are as follows:
(a) To provide the group entity with a written agreement, including a commitment on conformity with
TIS 14061 and other applicable requirements of the TFCS;
Note: The requirement for “written agreement” and participants’ “commitment” is also satisfied by the
written agreement of the forest owners/managers’ association with the group entity, where the forest
owners/managers’ association can demonstrate that it has a legal mandate to represent the
participants and where its commitment and the terms and conditions of the written agreement are
enforceable.”

“4.3.1 The function and responsibilities of the participants are as follows:
(b) To comply with TIS 14061 and other applicable requirements of the TFCS; “

“4.3.1 The function and responsibilities of the participants are as follows:
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Question
relevant data, documentation or other
information; allowing access to the forest and
other facilities, whether in connection with
formal audits or reviews or otherwise;
d) To implement relevant corrective and
preventive actions established by the group
entity.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
(c) To provide full co-operation and assistance in responding effectively to all requests from the
group entity or certification body for relevant data, documentation or other information; allowing
access to the forest and other facilities, whether in connection with formal audits or reviews or
otherwise;“

YES TFCC SD 002
“4.3.1 The function and responsibilities of the participants are as follows:
(d) To implement relevant corrective and preventive actions established by the group entity.“
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Part III: PEFC Standard and System Requirement Checklist for Sustainable Forest Management
1 Scope
Part III covers requirements for sustainable forest management as defined in PEFC ST 1003:2010, Sustainable Forest Management –
Requirements.
2 Checklist
Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

General requirements for SFM standards
4.1 The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by regional, national or sub-national forest management standards shall
a) include management and performance
requirements that are applicable at the forest
management unit level, or at another level as
appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all
requirements is achieved at the forest
management unit level.

YES The TFCC standard TIS 14061 generally follows the requirements for sustainable forest
management as defined in PEFC ST 1003:2010.

b) be clear, objective-based and auditable.

YES The Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements (TIS 14061:2016) is the
national standard, which is complemented with TIS 14061 Indicators (TFCC PD 009).

In most cases the specific guideline provided by PEFC is not incorporated in the requirement.
Therefore, in several cases the requirement is not adapted according the guideline for
plantations but kept more general.
The Sustainable Forest Plantation Management – Requirements (TIS 14061:2016) is the
national standard, which is complemented with TIS 14061 Indicators (TFCC PD 009).

Observation: The requirements in TIS 14061 are supposed to be the same as in the TFCC PD
009, but the wording is not always identical. For example:
TIS 14061
“4.5.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve and enhance
biodiversity in ecosystems, species and at the genetic level as appropriate in individual areas.”
TFCC PD 009

86

Final Report Conformity Assessment Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) – PEFC Council

Question

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
“4.5.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve and enhance
biodiversity on ecosystem, species and genetic levels as appropriate area.”
This seems to be a translation issue. For the purpose of this assessment the TIS 14061:2016 is
used, as it is the formal TFCC standard.

c) apply to activities of all operators in the defined
forest area who have a measurable impact on
achieving compliance with the requirements.

YES TFCC PD 009
"According to TIS 14061, Chapter 3 shows that the general requirements for sustainable forest
plantation management shall:
3.3 Apply to activities of all operators in the defined forest area who have a measurable impact
on achieving compliance with the requirements;
3.6 Feasible Exemptions
According to appendix in TIS 14061, criterion 4.2.1, 4.3.1, 4.3.3, 4.4.6, 4.4.8, 4.5.1, 4.5.7, 4.7.4,
4.7.5, 4.7.7 and 4.7.13 small economic plantations shall follow the indicators in each criterion,
where only (S) shall apply for small economic plantation in order to comply with the relevant
criteria.”
The requirements of the TIS 14061 do apply to activities of all operators in the defined forest
area who have a measurable impact on achieving compliance with the requirements.

d) require record-keeping that provides evidence
of compliance with the requirements of the forest
management standards.

YES TFCC PD 009
“Thailand Forest Certification Council (TFCC) shall establish the TIS 14061 Indicators (TFCC PD
001:2019) with proposes of: (…) 2. Clarify the record – keeping system for the evidences of the
implementation, according to the requirements of TIS 14061 1st Edition.”
TIS 14061 Indicators includes per requirement of TIS 14061 indicators, specifying records that
can provide evidence of compliance with the requirements of the forest management standard.
Observation: the wording ‘proposes’ is understood as ‘purposes’ and is considered to be a
language error.
Specific requirements for SFM standards

Criterion 1: Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle
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5.1.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
maintain or increase forests and other wooded
areas and enhance the quality of the economic,
ecological, cultural and social values of forest
resources, including soil and water. This shall be
done by making full use of related services and
tools that support land-use planning and nature
conservation.

YES /
NO
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
TIS 14061
“4.2 Appropriate maintenance of the forest plantation as a carbon source
4.2.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain or increase forest areas and
conserve existing native trees (if any) and enhance the quality of the economic, social and
environment of the forest plantation including soil and water. This shall be done by making full
use of related services and tools that support land-use planning and nature conservation.”
Appendix
Feasible exemptions for small plantations

Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:

Criterion 4.2.1”

This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)
within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.

According to appendix in TIS 14061, criterion 4.2.1, 4.3.1, 4.3.3, 4.4.6, 4.4.8, 4.5.1, 4.5.7, 4.7.4,
4.7.5, 4.7.7 and 4.7.13 small economic plantations shall follow the indicators in each criterion,
where only (S) shall apply for small economic plantation in order to comply with the relevant
criteria.

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
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TFCC PD 009
“3.6 Feasible Exemptions

4.2.1 (…) 2. Forest Plantation Management Plan which identify of buffer zones and set-aside
areas, dedicated to environmental, ecological, cultural and social functions, in the preparatory
stage for plantation establishment, (if any)”
As the criterion is exempted for small plantations, only the indicators marked with (S) applies to
them. Indicator 4.2.1 2 is not marked with (S). Therefore, it is not ensured that the requirement is
met for small plantations.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

5.1.2 Forest management shall comprise the
YES TIS 14061
cycle of inventory and planning, implementation,
“4.2 Appropriate maintenance of the forest plantation as a carbon source
monitoring and evaluation, and shall include an
4.2.2 Forest plantation management shall consist of a cycle of inventory and planning,
appropriate assessment of the social,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation that includes an appropriate assessment of the
environmental and economic impacts of forest
social, environmental and economic impact of forest management operations. This shall form the
management operations. This shall form a basis
basis for a cycle of continuous improvement to minimize or avoid any negative impact.”
for a cycle of continuous improvement to minimise
or avoid negative impacts.
5.1.3 Inventory and mapping of forest resources
shall be established and maintained, adequate to
local and national conditions and in
correspondence with the topics described in this
document.

YES TIS 14061

5.1.4 Management plans or their equivalents,
appropriate to the size and use of the forest area,
shall be elaborated and periodically updated.
They shall be based on legislation as well as
existing land-use plans, and adequately cover the
forest resources.

YES TIS 14061

“4.2.3 Making inventory and mapping of forest plantation resources shall be established and
maintained and shall be adequate to local and national conditions and correspond with the topics
described in this document.”

”4.1.1 Forest plantation management shall comply with legislation applicable to current local,
country and international laws which deal with the protection of nature, the environment,
reserved species and endangered species, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples,
health, labor and safety issues and the payment of royalties and taxes.
4.2.4 Management plans shall be appropriate to the size and use of the forest plantation area,
shall provide details and shall define the responsible person clearly and be periodically updated.
(…)”

5.1.5 Management plans or their equivalents shall YES TIS 14061
include at least a description of the current
“4.2.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain or increase forest areas and
condition of the forest management unit, longconserve existing native trees (if any) and enhance the quality of the economic, social and
term objectives; and the average annual allowable
environment of the forest plantation including soil and water. This shall be done by making full
cut, including its justification and, where relevant,
use of related services and tools that support land-use planning and nature conservation.
the annually allowable exploitation of non-timber
forest products.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
4.2.4 Management plans shall be appropriate to the size and use of the forest plantation area,
shall provide details and shall define the responsible person clearly and be periodically updated.
(…)”
TFCC PD 009
“4.2.1 (S)1. Forest Plantation Management Plan, or its equivalent based on the size and use,
shall provide:
- Description of current condition of FMU
- Long term objectives of FMU
4.2.3 (1). Evidences of wooded productivity inventory and annual allowable cut, including its
justification and, where relevant, the annually allowable exploitation of non-timber forest product
(if any). For small plantations may clear cut of planted trees, when provide regeneration plan,
depend on scale risk and intensity.”

5.1.6 A summary of the forest management plan
or its equivalent appropriate to the scope and
scale of forest management, which contains
information about the forest management
measures to be applied, is publicly available. The
summary may exclude confidential business and
personal information and other information made
confidential by national legislation or for the
protection of cultural sites or sensitive natural
resource features.

YES TIS 14061

5.1.7 Monitoring of forest resources and
evaluation of their management shall be
periodically performed, and results fed back into
the planning process.

YES TIS 14061
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“4.2.4 Management plans shall be appropriate to the size and use of the forest plantation area,
shall provide details and shall define the responsible person clearly and be periodically updated.
A summary of the management plan shall be made available for public viewing.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.2.4 (3). Public information for the summary of forest plantation management plan including the
forest management measures.”

“4.2.5 Monitoring of forest plantation resources and the evaluation of their management shall be
periodically performed and the results fed back into the planning process.”
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

5.1.8 Responsibilities for sustainable forest
management shall be clearly defined and
assigned.

YES TIS 14061

5.1.9 Forest management practices shall
safeguard the quantity and quality of the forest
resources in the medium and long term by
balancing harvesting and growth rates, and by
preferring techniques that minimise direct or
indirect damage to forest, soil or water resources.

YES TIS 14061

5.1.10 Appropriate silvicultural measures shall be
taken to maintain or reach a level of the growing
stock that is economically, ecologically and
socially desirable.

YES TIS 14061

5.1.11 Conversion of forests to other types of land
use, including conversion of primary forests to
forest plantations, shall not occur unless in
justified circumstances where the conversion:

NO

a) is in compliance with national and regional
policy and legislation relevant for land use
and forest management and is a result of
national or regional land-use planning
governed by a governmental or other official
authority including consultation with materially
and directly interested persons and
organisations; and
b) entails a small proportion of forest type; and
c) does not have negative impacts on
threatened (including vulnerable, rare or

“4.2.7 Responsibility for sustainable forest plantation management shall be clearly defined and
assigned.”

“4.2.8 Forest management practices shall safeguard the quantity and quality of forest resources
in the medium and long term by balancing harvesting and growth rates, and by preferring
techniques that minimize direct or indirect damage to forest, soil and water resources.”

“4.2.9 Forest plantation management shall apply silvicultural methods appropriately to maintain
or reach a level of growing stock that is economically, ecologically and socially desirable.”
TIS 14061
“4.2.6 Conversion of forests to other types of land use, including conversion of primary forests to
forest plantations, shall not occur unless in justified circumstances where the conversion:
a) is in compliance with national and regional policy and the legislation relevant for land use and
forest management; and
b) entails a small proportion of forest type; and
c) does not have any negative impact on threatened (including vulnerable, rare or endangered
forest ecosystems, culturally and socially significant) areas, important habitats of threatened
species or other protected areas; and
d) makes a contribution to long-term conservation and economic and social benefits. “
TFCC PD 009
“4.2.6 (2). Land tenures and land use rights and permits which are issued since 31 December
2010 are not eligible for certification if conversion has occurred.”
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YES /
NO

endangered) forest ecosystems, culturally and
socially significant areas, important habitats of
threatened species or other protected areas;
and

Reference to scheme documentation
No reference was found that the conversion is a result of national or regional land-use planning
governed by a governmental or other official authority, including consultation with materially and
directly interested persons and organisations.
Also, it is not ensured that forest plantations established by a forest conversion after 31
December 2010 are not eligible for certification. The rights and permits may be issued before
that date, while the actual conversion occurred later.

d) makes a contribution to long-term
conservation, economic, and social benefits.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
The requirement for the “conversion of forests to
other types of land use, including conversion of
primary forests to forest plantations” means that
forest plantations established by a forest
conversion after 31 December 2010 in other than
“justified circumstances” do not meet the
requirement and are not eligible for certification.
5.1.12 Conversion of abandoned agricultural and
treeless land into forest land shall be taken into
consideration, whenever it can add economic,
ecological, social and/or cultural value.

NO

TFCC PD 009
“4.2.1 (3). Evidence of consideration for the conversion of abandoned agricultural and treeless
land into forest plantation land, whenever it can add economic, ecological, social and/or cultural
value.”
TIS 14061
“Appendix
Feasible exemptions for small plantations
Criterion 4.2.1”
As the requirement above does not apply for small plantations, it is not ensured that the
requirement is met for small plantations.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

Criterion 2: Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
5.2.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
maintain and increase the health and vitality of
forest ecosystems and to rehabilitate degraded
forest ecosystems, whenever this is possible by
silvicultural means.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:

YES TIS 14061
“4.3.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain and increase the health and
vitality of forest ecosystems and to rehabilitate degraded forest ecosystems, whenever this is
possible by silvicultural means.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.3.1 (S) 4. Forest Plantation Management Plan which identifies buffer zones and set-aside
areas, which aim to maintain and increase the health and vitality of forest ecosystems in the
preparatory stage for plantation establishment”

This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)
within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.
In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

5.2.2 Health and vitality of forests shall be
periodically monitored, especially key biotic and
abiotic factors that potentially affect health and
vitality of forest ecosystems, such as pests,
diseases, overgrazing and overstocking, fire, and
damage caused by climatic factors, air pollutants
or by forest management operations.

YES TIS 14061

5.2.3 The monitoring and maintaining of health
and vitality of forest ecosystems shall take into
consideration the effects of naturally occurring
fire, pests and other disturbances.

YES TIS 14061

5.2.4 Forest management plans or their
equivalents shall specify ways and means to
minimise the risk of degradation of and damages
to forest ecosystems. Forest management
planning shall make use of those policy
instruments set up to support these activities.

YES TIS 14061

5.2.5 Forest management practices shall make
best use of natural structures and processes and
use preventive biological measures wherever and
as far as economically feasible to maintain and
enhance the health and vitality of forests.
Adequate genetic, species and structural diversity
shall be encouraged and/or maintained to
enhance the stability, vitality and resistance
capacity of the forests to adverse environmental
factors and strengthen natural regulation
mechanisms.

YES TIS 14061
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“4.3.4 The health and vitality of forest plantations shall be periodically monitored, especially key
biotic and abiotic factors that may potentially affect the health and vitality of forest plantation
ecosystems, such as pests, disease, fire and damage caused by climatic factors or by forest
plantation management operations.”

“4.3.5 The monitoring and maintaining of the health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall take
into consideration the effects of naturally occurring fire, pests and other disturbances.”

“4.3.2 Forest plantation management plans or their equivalent shall specify ways and means to
minimize the risk of degradation of and damage to forest ecosystems. Forest management
planning shall make use of those policy instruments set up to support these activities. “

“4.3.3 Forest plantation management practices shall make best use of natural structures and
processes and use preventive biological measures wherever and as far as economically feasible
to maintain and enhance the health and vitality of forest plantations. Adequate genetic, species
and structural diversity shall be encouraged and/or maintained to enhance the stability, vitality
and resistance capacity of the forests to adverse environmental factors and strengthen natural
regulation mechanisms.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.3.3 (S)2. Forest plantation practices which identify of buffer zones and set-aside areas and
that the zoning shall be identified at the preparatory stage of the plantation establishment
including provides:
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Question
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)
within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
- Guidelines of natural processes and biological measures for enhancing the stability, vitality and
resistance capacity of forest plantation.
- Guidelines for conserving genetic, species and structural diversity and health and vitality of
forest plantation such as using organic fertilizer or chemical and pesticide minimization and
control.”

In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
5.2.6 Lighting of fires shall be avoided and is only
permitted if it is necessary for the achievement of
the management goals of the forest management
unit.

YES TIS 14061
“4.3.6 The lighting of fires shall be avoided and is only permitted if it is necessary for the
achievement of the management goals of the forest plantation management unit.”

5.2.7 Appropriate forest management practices
YES TIS 14061
such as reforestation and afforestation with tree
“4.3.7 Appropriate forest plantation management practices such as reforestation and
species and provenances that are suited to the
afforestation with tree species and provenance that is suited to the site conditions or the use of
site conditions or the use of tending, harvesting
tending, harvesting and transport techniques that minimize tree and/or soil damage shall be
and transport techniques that minimise tree
applied. The spillage of oil during forest plantation management operations or the indiscriminate
and/or soil damages shall be applied. The spillage
disposal of waste on forest plantation land shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and litter
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of oil during forest management operations or the
indiscriminate disposal of waste on forest land
shall be strictly avoided. Non-organic waste and
litter shall be avoided, collected, stored in
designated areas and removed in an
environmentally-responsible manner.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
shall be avoided, collected, stored in designated areas and removed in an environmentallyresponsible manner”

5.2.8 The use of pesticides shall be minimised
and appropriate silvicultural alternatives and other
biological measures preferred.

YES TIS 14061

5.2.9 The WHO Type 1A and 1B pesticides and
other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited,
except where no other viable alternative is
available.

YES TIS 14061

“4.3.8 The use of pesticides shall be minimized and appropriate silvicultural alternatives and
other biological measures preferred. (…)”

“4.3.8 (…) WHO Type 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited
including other toxic pesticides that may accumulate in the food chain in any case.”

5.2.10 Pesticides, such as chlorinated
YES TIS 14061
hydrocarbons whose derivates remain biologically
“4.3.8 (…) WHO Type 1A and 1B pesticides and other highly toxic pesticides shall be prohibited
active and accumulate in the food chain beyond
including other toxic pesticides that may accumulate in the food chain in any case.”
their intended use, and any pesticides banned by
TFCC PD 009
international agreement, shall be prohibited.
“4.3.8 (1). Name list of all pesticides used in forest plantation operations, compared with WHO
Recommended Classification of Pesticide by Hazard and Guideline to classification and
pesticides banned by international agreement (pesticides banned by international agreements
are defined in the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 2001, as amended)”
5.2.11 The use of pesticides shall follow the
instructions given by the pesticide producer and
be implemented with proper equipment and
training.
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YES TIS 14061
“4.3.9 The use of pesticides shall follow the instructions provided by the pesticide producer and
be implemented with proper equipment and training.”
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5.2.12 Where fertilisers are used, they shall be
applied in a controlled manner and with due
consideration for the environment.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

YES TIS 14061
“4.3.10 Where fertilizers are used, they shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due
consideration for the environment.”

Criterion 3: Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and non-wood)
5.3.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
maintain the capability of forests to produce a
range of wood and non-wood forest products and
services on a sustainable basis.

YES TIS 14061
“4.4.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain the capability of forests to
produce a range of wood and non – wood forest products and services on a sustainable basis.”

5.3.2 Forest management planning shall aim to
YES TIS 14061
achieve sound economic performance taking into
“4.4.2 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to achieve sound economic
account any available market studies and
performance taking into account any available market studies and the possibility for new markets
possibilities for new markets and economic
and economic activities in connection with all relevant goods and services relating to forests.”
activities in connection with all relevant goods and
services of forests.
5.3.3 Forest management plans or their
equivalents shall take into account the different
uses or functions of the managed forest area.
Forest management planning shall make use of
those policy instruments set up to support the
production of commercial and non-commercial
forest goods and services.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)

YES TIS 14061
“4.4.3 Forest plantation management plans shall take into account the different uses or functions
of managed forest plantation areas (wood and non – wood). Forest plantation management
planning shall make use of those policy instruments set up to support the production of
commercial and non-commercial forest goods and services.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.4.3 (S)3. Forest plantation management plan which identify of buffer zones and set-aside
areas and that the zoning shall be identified at the preparatory stage of the plantation
establishment including;
- Exploitation types of wood, non-wood and services.
- Commercial and non-commercial production of forest goods and services.”
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.
In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
5.3.4 Forest management practices shall maintain YES TIS 14061
and improve the forest resources and encourage
“4.4.4 Forest plantation management practices shall maintain and improve forest resources and
a diversified output of goods and services over
encourage a diversified output of goods and services over the long term.”
the long term.
5.3.5 Regeneration, tending and harvesting
operations shall be carried out in time, and in a
way that does not reduce the productive capacity
of the site, for example by avoiding damage to
retained stands and trees as well as to the forest
soil, and by using appropriate systems.

YES TIS 14061

5.3.6 Harvesting levels of both wood and nonwood forest products shall not exceed a rate that
can be sustained in the long term, and optimum
use shall be made of the harvested forest
products, with due regard to nutrient off-take.

YES TIS 14061
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“4.4.5 Regeneration, tending and harvesting operations shall be carried out in a timely fashion
and in a way that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for example, by avoiding
damage to retained stands and trees as well as to the forest soil and by using appropriate
systems.”

“ 4.3.10 Where fertilizers are used, they shall be applied in a controlled manner and with due
consideration for the environment.
4.4.5 Regeneration, tending and harvesting operations shall be carried out in a timely fashion
and in a way that does not reduce the productive capacity of the site, for example, by avoiding
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
damage to retained stands and trees as well as to the forest soil and by using appropriate
systems.

Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:

4.4.6 Harvesting levels of both wood and non-wood forest products shall not exceed a rate that
can be sustained over the long term and optimum use shall be made of harvested forest
products, paying due regard to the nutrient off-take.”

The requirement for “due regard to nutrient offtake” in case of plantation forestry shall be
considered with increased importance and shall
be an important part of both the planning and
management stages of the production cycle.

TFCC PD 009
“4.4.5 (1). Evidences of productive impact assessment from plantation forest activities, including
regeneration, tending and harvesting operations.
4.4.6 (S)2. Reducing nutrient off-take plan and implementation. (If any)”

5.3.7 Where it is the responsibility of the forest
YES TIS 14061
owner/manager and included in forest
“4.4.7 The exploitation of non – timber forest products, including hunting and fishing, shall be
management, the exploitation of non-timber forest
regulated, monitored and controlled.”
products, including hunting and fishing, shall be
regulated, monitored and controlled.
5.3.8 Adequate infrastructure such as roads, skid
tracks or bridges shall be planned, established
and maintained to ensure efficient delivery of
goods and services while minimising negative
impacts on the environment.

YES TIS 14061
“4.4.8 Adequate infrastructure such as, roads, skid tracks or bridges shall be planned,
established and maintained to ensure the minimization of the negative impact on the
environment.”
TFCC PD 009
“(S)4. Infrastructure planning and development uses techniques to minimize impacts on the
environment”

Criterion 4: Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems
5.4.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
maintain, conserve and enhance biodiversity on
ecosystem, species and genetic levels and, where
appropriate, diversity at landscape level.

NO

TIS 14061
“4.5.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve and enhance
biodiversity in ecosystems, species and at the genetic level as appropriate in individual areas.”
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
TFCC PD 009

Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)
within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.
In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
5.4.2 Forest management planning, inventory and
mapping of forest resources shall identify, protect
and/or conserve ecologically important forest
areas containing significant concentrations of:
a)

100

protected, rare, sensitive or representative
forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and
wetland biotopes;

“(S)1.Reports of the biodiversity inventory, including to plants and animal species in forest
plantation areas.
4.5.1. (2). Forest plantation management plan uses a precautionary approach which identifies
buffer zones and set-aside areas and that the zoning shall be identified at the preparatory stage
of the plantation establishment including provide maintaining, conserving and enhancing the
levels of ecosystem diversity, species and genetic compatible to the size and use of the forest
plantation areas.
(S)3. Evidences of inventory, monitoring, evaluation of biodiversity change in appropriately
periodically updated.”
Observation: the English version of the standard states under requirement 4.5.1 ‘in individual
areas’, in another version it is ‘as appropriate area’. The actual meaning is ‘landscape level’
confirmed during the field assessment. Therefore, the intent of the requirement is met, while the
translation of the standard needs further attention.
However, as the requirement 4.5.1 does not apply for small plantations, it is not ensured that the
international PEFC requirement is met for small plantations.

YES TIS 14061
“2.2 Endangered species are any species that exist in forest plantations and have been declared
on the endangered species list of Thailand.
2.4 Threatened species are species that exist in forest plantations and are included on the
endangered species list of Thailand.
2.5 Endemic species are native species that exist in forest plantations and for which there is a
specific, unique and geographical indication of the species in that area.
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b)

areas containing endemic species and
habitats of threatened species, as defined in
recognised reference lists;

c)

endangered or protected genetic in situ
resources;

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
2.6 Reserved species are species that exist in forest plantations and are included on the
reserved species list of Thailand.
4.5.2 Forest plantation management planning, the making of inventories and the mapping of
forest resources shall identify, protect and/or conserve ecologically important forest plantation
areas containing significant concentrations of:

and taking into account

a) protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems;

d)

b) areas containing endemic species and habitats of threatened species;

globally, regionally and nationally significant
large landscape areas with natural
distribution and abundance of naturally
occurring species.

Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
The requirement laid out in 5.4.2 shall primarily be
addressed at the stage of the establishment of
forest plantations and those areas shall form a
part of buffer zones and set-aside areas which are
dedicated to environmental, ecological, cultural
and social functions.
5.4.3 Protected and endangered plant and animal
species shall not be exploited for commercial
purposes. Where necessary, measures shall be
taken for their protection and, where relevant, to
increase their population.

c) areas containing endangered and reserved species;
d) large landscape areas of national, regional and international importance.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.2. (2). Forest plantation management plan shall describe the protection, maintenance and
conservation of forest ecosystems in specific of protected forest, sensitive forest, endemic
species, threatened species, endangered species and large landscape areas in primary stage of
the establishment of forest plantations and those areas are form a part of buffer zones and setaside areas.”

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.3 Protected and endangered plant and animal species shall not be exploited for commercial
purposes and, where relevant, measures shall be taken to prevent to increase their population.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.3 (1). Policy or guidelines of forest plantation management describes the way how to protect
endangered plant and animal species from hunting or exploiting with commercial purposes.
2. Forest plantation management plan shall provide the policy of protection and prohibition of
endangered plant and animal species with commercial purposes.”
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
Observation: the wording ‘measures shall be taken to prevent to increase their population’seems
to be a translation error, since the intent of the requirement is clearly met in the indicators.

5.4.4 Forest management shall ensure successful
regeneration through natural regeneration or,
where not appropriate, planting that is adequate
to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest
resources.

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.4 Forest plantation management shall ensure successful regeneration through natural
regeneration and replanting at the same time.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.4 (3). Reports of regeneration time (including coppice) by regenerating or replanting
methods to ensure the quantity and quality of the forest resources.”

5.4.5 For reforestation and afforestation, origins of YES TIS 14061
native species and local provenances that are
“4.5.5 For tree planting, the origins of native species and local provenance that is well-adapted to
well-adapted to site conditions shall be preferred,
site conditions shall be preferred, where appropriate. Only those introduced species,
where appropriate. Only those introduced
provenances or varieties shall be used whose impact on the ecosystem and on the genetic
species, provenances or varieties shall be used
integrity of native species and local provenance has been evaluated and if any negative impact
whose impacts on the ecosystem and on the
can be avoided or minimized.”
genetic integrity of native species and local
provenances have been evaluated, and if
negative impacts can be avoided or minimised.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
The requirement does not usually apply to stands
of fast growing trees and shall be understood to
be primarily taking place in buffer zones and setaside areas, which complement stands of fast
growing trees, and which are dedicated to
environmental, ecological, cultural and social
functions.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

The evaluation of the impact of “Introduced
species, provenances and varieties” shall be
understood as having increased importance for
stands of fast growing trees and shall be an
important part of both the planning and
management stages of the production cycle.

5.4.6 Afforestation and reforestation activities that
contribute to the improvement and restoration of
ecological connectivity shall be promoted.

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.5 For tree planting, the origins of native species and local provenance that is well-adapted to
site conditions shall be preferred, where appropriate. Only those introduced species,
provenances or varieties shall be used whose impact on the ecosystem and on the genetic
integrity of native species and local provenance has been evaluated and if any negative impact
can be avoided or minimized.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.5 (2). Evidences of tree selection with appropriate to local conditions and promote to
afforestation and reforestation activities for improving ecological connectivity.”

5.4.7 Genetically-modified trees shall not be used.

NO

TIS 14061
“4.5.6 Genetically-modified trees shall not be propagated in forest plantation areas until sufficient
scientific data on genetically-modified trees has indicated that there is no impact on humans,
animals, vegetation and the environment.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.6 Genetically-modified trees shall not be used in forest plantation area. Until enough
scientific data on genetically-modified trees indicates that no impacts on human, animal,
vegetation and environment.
Indicators
1. Evidences of data confirmation of tree species were planted to without GMO results or not
before planting to forest plantation areas.
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YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
2. Evidences or documents of researches to support that GMO trees had no impacts on human,
animal, vegetation and environment.”
The TIS requirement allows the usage of genetically-modified trees under specific conditions, for
which the forest plantation manager shall provide evidence that it does not have any negative
impacts. This is not in line with the requirement, which does not allow the use of GMOs. This
restriction has been adopted by the PEFC General Assembly based on the precautionary
principle. Until PEFC General Assembly concludes that enough scientiﬁc data on geneticallymodiﬁed trees indicates that impacts on human and animal health and the environment are
equivalent to, or more positive than, those presented by trees genetically improved by traditional
methods, no genetically-modiﬁed trees shall be used.

5.4.8 Forest management practices shall, where
appropriate, promote a diversity of both horizontal
and vertical structures such as uneven-aged
stands and the diversity of species such as mixed
stands. Where appropriate, the practices shall
also aim to maintain and restore landscape
diversity.
Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
The requirement does not usually apply to stands
of fast growing trees and shall be understood to
be primarily taking place in buffer zones and setaside areas, which complement stands of fast
growing trees, and which are dedicated to
environmental, ecological, cultural and social
functions.
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YES TIS 14061
“4.5.7 Forest plantation management practices shall, where appropriate, promote a diversity of
both horizontal and vertical structures such as uneven-aged stands and a diversity of species
such as mixed stands. Where appropriate, practices shall also aim to maintain and restore
landscape diversity.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.5.7 (S)1.7 Silvilcuture should promote a diversity of age classes and species appropriate to
the size and use of the forest.”
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5.4.9 Traditional management systems that have
created valuable ecosystems, such as coppice,
on appropriate sites shall be supported, when
economically feasible.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.8 Traditional management systems that have created valuable ecosystems on appropriate
sites shall be supported, when economically feasible, by actions such as coppicing in
appropriate areas.”

5.4.10 Tending and harvesting operations shall be YES TIS 14061
conducted in a way that does not cause lasting
“4.5.9 Tending and harvesting operations shall be conducted in a way that does not cause
damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible,
lasting damage to ecosystems. Wherever possible, practical measures shall be taken to improve
practical measures shall be taken to improve or
or maintain biological diversity.”
maintain biological diversity.
5.4.11 Infrastructure shall be planned and
constructed in a way that minimises damage to
ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or
representative ecosystems and genetic reserves,
and that takes threatened or other key species –
in particular their migration patterns – into
consideration.

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.10 Infrastructure shall be planned and constructed in a way that minimizes damage to
ecosystems, especially to rare, sensitive or representative ecosystems and genetic reserves,
and those threatened or other key species – in particular their migration patterns – are taken into
consideration.”

5.4.12 With due regard to management
YES TIS 14061
objectives, measures shall be taken to balance
“4.5.11 With due regard to management objectives, measures shall be taken to balance the
the pressure of animal populations and grazing on
pressure of animal populations and grazing on forest regeneration and growth as well as on
forest regeneration and growth as well as on
biodiversity.”
biodiversity.
5.4.13 Standing and fallen dead wood, hollow
trees, old groves and special rare tree species
shall be left in quantities and distribution
necessary to safeguard biological diversity, taking
into account the potential effect on the health and
stability of forests and on surrounding
ecosystems.

YES TIS 14061
“4.5.12 Standing and fallen dead wood, hollow trees, old groves and special rare tree species
shall be left in a quantity and distribution volume necessary to safeguard biological diversity,
taking into account the potential effect on the health and stability of forests and on surrounding
ecosystems.”
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Reference to scheme documentation

Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
The requirement does not usually apply to stands
of fast growing trees and shall be understood to
be primarily taking place in buffer zones and setaside areas, which complement stands of fast
growing trees, and which are dedicated to
environmental, ecological, cultural and social
functions.
Criterion 5: Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water)
5.5.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
maintain and enhance protective functions of
forests for society, such as protection of
infrastructure, protection from soil erosion,
protection of water resources and from adverse
impacts of water such as floods or avalanches.

YES TIS 14061

5.5.2 Areas that fulfil specific and recognised
protective functions for society shall be registered
and mapped, and forest management plans or
their equivalents shall take these areas into
account.

YES TIS 14061

“4.6.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to maintain and enhance the protective
function of forest plantation for society, through measures such as the protection of
infrastructure, protection from soil erosion, protection of water resources and from adverse
impacts of water such as flooding or avalanches.”

“4.6.2 Forest plantation areas that fulfill specific and recognized protective functions for society
shall be registered and mapped.”
TFCC PD 009
“1. Map of forest resources shall provide social protection areas and including forest
management planning.
2. Evidences of implemented results, following to protective and solving - problematic measures
and occurred from further impacts.”
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5.5.3 Special care shall be given to silvicultural
operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone
areas as well as in areas where operations might
lead to excessive erosion of soil into
watercourses. Inappropriate techniques such as
deep soil tillage and use of unsuitable machinery
shall be avoided in such areas. Special measures
shall be taken to minimise the pressure of animal
populations.

YES TIS 14061

5.5.4 Special care shall be given to forest
management practices in forest areas with water
protection functions to avoid adverse effects on
the quality and quantity of water resources.
Inappropriate use of chemicals or other harmful
substances or inappropriate silvicultural practices
influencing water quality in a harmful way shall be
avoided.

YES TIS 14061

5.5.5 Construction of roads, bridges and other
infrastructure shall be carried out in a manner that
minimises bare soil exposure, avoids the
introduction of soil into watercourses and
preserves the natural level and function of water
courses and river beds. Proper road drainage
facilities shall be installed and maintained.

YES TIS 14061

“4.6.3 Special care shall be given to silvicultural operations on sensitive soils and erosion-prone
areas and in areas where operations might lead to the excessive erosion of soil into
watercourses. Inappropriate techniques and use of unsuitable machinery shall be avoided in
such areas.
4.5.11 With due regard to management objectives, measures shall be taken to balance the
pressure of animal populations and grazing on forest regeneration and growth as well as on
biodiversity.”

“4.6.4 Special care shall be given in forest areas with soil and water protection functions.
Inappropriate use of chemicals and silvicultural practices influencing water and soil quality in a
harmful way shall be avoided.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.6.4 (1). Records of chemical uses or other harmful substances or chemical used instruction
manual of forest plantation activities.”

“4.6.5 The construction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure shall be carried out in a
manner that minimizes bare soil exposure, avoids the introduction of soil into watercourses and
preserves the natural level and function of water courses and river beds. Proper road drainage
facilities shall be installed and maintained.”

Criterion 6: Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions
5.6.1 Forest management planning shall aim to
YES TIS 14061
respect the multiple functions of forests to society,
give due regard to the role of forestry in rural
development, and especially consider new
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opportunities for employment in connection with
the socio-economic functions of forests.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
“4.7.1 Forest plantation management planning shall aim to focus on the functions of forests in
society, give due regard to the role of forestry in rural development and, especially, give new
opportunities for employment in connection with the socio – economic functions of forests.”

5.6.2 Forest management shall promote the longterm health and well-being of communities within
or adjacent to the forest management area.

YES TIS 14061

5.6.3 Property rights and land tenure
arrangements shall be clearly defined,
documented and established for the relevant
forest area. Likewise, legal, customary and
traditional rights related to the forest land shall be
clarified, recognised and respected.

YES TIS 14061

“4.7.2 Forest management shall promote the long – term health and well – being of communities
within or adjacent to forest management areas.”

“4.7.3 Property rights and land tenure arrangements shall be clearly defined, documented and
established for forest plantation areas. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights relating
to forest plantation land shall be clarified, recognized and respected.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.7.3 (2). Evidences of surveys for legal, cultural and traditional rights that involved to forest
plantation areas including buffer zones and set-aside areas such as forest ordination ceremony
or spiritual ceremony of forest goddess (If any).”

5.6.4 Forest management activities shall be
YES TIS 14061
conducted in recognition of the established
“4.7.4 Forest plantation management activities shall comply with the law, cultural rights and
framework of legal, customary and traditional
customs. These rights must not be violated, without prior to notice to and independent consent
rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the UN
from the holders of rights and should include the provision of compensation where applicable.”
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
TFCC PD 009
which shall not be infringed upon without the free,
“4.7.4(1). Forest plantation management plan shall provide the lawful rights and cultural and
prior and informed consent of the holders of the
traditional rights relevant to forest plantation areas and activities such as forest ordination
rights, including the provision of compensation
ceremony or spiritual ceremony of forest goddess. (If any)
where applicable. Where the extent of rights is not
2. Evidences of communal acceptance or agreement such as compensation records for
yet resolved or is in dispute there are processes
communities. (If any)
for just and fair resolution. In such cases forest
managers shall, in the interim, provide meaningful
(S)3. No breaches of legal, cultural and customary rights and FPIC which are not under due
opportunities for parties to be engaged in forest
process for remediation should occur in the plantation area.”
management decisions whilst respecting the
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processes and roles and responsibilities laid out
in the policies and laws where the certification
takes place.
5.6.5 Adequate public access to forests for the
YES TIS 14061
purpose of recreation shall be provided taking into
“4.7.5 Adequate public access to forest plantations for the purpose of recreation shall be
account respect for ownership rights and the
provided taking into account respect for ownership rights and the rights of others, the effects on
rights of others, the effects on forest resources
forest resources and ecosystems, as well as compatibility with other functions of the forest.”
and ecosystems, as well as compatibility with
TFCC PD 009
other functions of the forest.
“4.7.5 (S)4. Forest plantation management plan to inform patterns of exploitation activities for
communal recreation activities. (If any)”
5.6.6 Sites with recognised specific historical,
cultural or spiritual significance and areas
fundamental to meeting the basic needs of local
communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be
protected or managed in a way that takes due
regard of the significance of the site.

YES TIS 14061
“4.7.6 Sites with recognized specific historical, cultural or spiritual significance and areas
fundamental to meeting the basic needs of local communities (e.g. health, subsistence) shall be
protected or managed in a way that takes proper regard of the significance of the site.”

5.6.7 Forest management operations shall take
YES TIS 14061
into account all socio-economic functions,
“4.7.7 Forest plantation management operations shall take into account socio – economic
especially the recreational function and aesthetic
function, especially the recreational function and aesthetic values of forests, by maintaining, for
values of forests by maintaining for example
example, varied forest structures.”
varied forest structures, and by encouraging
TFCC PD 009
attractive trees, groves and other features such as
“4.7.7(3). Records of cooperative agreements for using recreational areas for communal
colours, flowers and fruits. This shall be done,
recreation activities in a way and to an extent that does not lead to serious negative effects on
however, in a way and to an extent that does not
forest resources, and forest land. (If any)
lead to serious negative effects on forest
(S)4. Forest plantation management shall provide patterns of exploitation activities for communal
resources, and forest land.
recreation activities and aesthetic values of forests, by maintaining, for example, varied forest
structures. (If any)”
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Appendix 1 of PEFC ST 1003: Guidelines for the
interpretation of requirements in the case of
plantation forestry:
This requirement cannot be applied to individual
forest stands in the case of plantation forestry and
shall be considered on a larger scale (bioregional)
within the whole forest management unit where
the stands of fast growing trees are
complemented by buffer zones and set-aside
areas which are dedicated to environmental,
ecological, cultural and social functions.
In order to enhance landscape and biodiversity
values, water and soil protection, the size and
distribution of the buffer zones and conservation
set-aside areas shall be identified at the
preparatory stage of the forest plantation
establishment, based on social, environmental
and ecological assessment, as well as reviewed
during the subsequent replanting stages.
5.6.8 Forest managers, contractors, employees
and forest owners shall be provided with sufficient
information and encouraged to keep up-to-date
through continuous training in relation to
sustainable forest management as a precondition
for all management planning and practices
described in this standard.

YES TIS 14061
“4.7.8 Forest plantation managers, contractors, employees and forest owners shall be provided
with sufficient information and encouraged to keep up – to – date through continuous training in
relation to sustainable forest management as a precondition for all management planning and
practices outlined in this standard.”

5.6.9 Forest management practices shall make
YES TIS 14061
the best use of local forest-related experience and
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knowledge, such as those of local communities,
forest owners, NGOs and local people.

YES /
NO

Reference to scheme documentation
“4.7.9 Forest plantation management practices shall make the best use of local forest-related
experience and knowledge, such as that of local communities, forest owners, NGOs and local
people.”

5.6.10 Forest management shall provide for
effective communication and consultation with
local people and other stakeholders relating to
sustainable forest management and shall provide
appropriate mechanisms for resolving complaints
and disputes relating to forest management
between forest operators and local people.

YES TIS 14061

5.6.11 Forestry work shall be planned, organised
and performed in a manner that enables health
and accident risks to be identified and all
reasonable measures to be applied to protect
workers from work-related risks. Workers shall be
informed about the risks involved with their work
and about preventive measures.

YES TIS 14061

5.6.12 Working conditions shall be safe, and
guidance and training in safe working practices
shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in
forest operations.

YES TIS 14061

5.6.13 Forest management shall comply with
fundamental ILO conventions.

YES TIS 14061

“4.7.10 Forest plantation management shall provide for effective communication and
consultation with local people and other stakeholders that is relayed to sustainable forest
management and shall provide appropriate mechanisms for resolving complaints and disputes
between forest operators and local people that relate to forest plantation management.”

“4.7.11 Forest plantation work shall be planned, organized and performed in a manner that
enables health and accident risks to be identified and all reasonable measures to be taken to
protect workers from work – related risks. Workers shall be informed about the risks involved in
their work and also about preventive measures.”

“4.7.12 Working conditions shall be safe and guidance and training in safe working practices
shall be provided to all those assigned to a task in forest operations.”

“4.1.1 Forest plantation management shall comply with legislation applicable to current local,
country and international laws which deal with the protection of nature, the environment,
reserved species and endangered species, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples,
health, labor and safety issues and the payment of royalties and taxes.”
TFCC PD 009
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“4.1.1 (5). Evidences of law and compliance assortment from any other related organizations,
not only domestic, but also national and international levels in patterns of law and regulation
such as Thailand legal compliance framework or FLEGT, ILO (including C87 and C98).”

5.6.14 Forest management shall be based interYES TIS 14061
alia on the results of scientific research. Forest
“4.7.13 Forest plantation management shall be based inter – alia on the results of scientific
management shall contribute to research activities
research. Forest plantation management shall contribute to those research activities and data
and data collection needed for sustainable forest
collection needed for sustainable forest plantation management or shall support relevant
management or support relevant research
research activities carried out by other organizations, as appropriate.”
activities carried out by other organisations, as
TFCC PD 009
appropriate.
“4.7.13 (S)3. If requested the FMU allows scientific research to be undertaken in their
plantations.”
Criterion 7: Compliance with legal requirements
5.7.1 Forest management shall comply with
legislation applicable to forest management
issues including forest management practices;
nature and environmental protection; protected
and endangered species; property, tenure and
land-use rights for indigenous people; health,
labour and safety issues; and the payment of
royalties and taxes.

YES TIS 14061
“4.1 Compliance with legal requirements
4.1.1 Forest plantation management shall comply with legislation applicable to current local,
country and international laws which deal with the protection of nature, the environment,
reserved species and endangered species, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous peoples,
health, labor and safety issues and the payment of royalties and taxes.”
TFCC PD 009
“4.1.1 (8). Evidences of Thai Laws related to forest plantation management activities.”

5.7.2 Forest management shall provide for
adequate protection of the forest from
unauthorised activities such as illegal logging,
illegal land use, illegally initiated fires, and other
illegal activities.
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YES TIS 14061
“4.1.2 Forest planation management shall provide for the adequate protection of forest
plantations from unauthorized activities such as illegal logging, illegal land use, illegally initiated
fires and other illegal activities.”
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Part IV: PEFC Standard and System Requirement Checklist for Certification and Accreditation Procedures
1 Scope
This document covers requirements for certification and accreditation procedures given in Annex 6 to the PEFC Council Technical Document
(Certification and accreditation procedures).
2 Checklist

No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation

Certification Bodies
1.

2.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification shall be
carried out by impartial, independent
third parties that cannot be involved
in the standard setting process as
governing or decision making body,
or in the forest management and are
independent of the certified entity?

Annex 6, 3.1

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification body for
forest management certification shall
fulfil requirements defined in ISO
17021 or ISO Guide 65?

Annex 6, 3.1

YES

TFCC PD 004
“4.2 Impartiality
All the requirements given in clause 4.2 of ISO/IEC 17021-1 apply.”
TFCC PD 006
“4 Organisational structure and responsibilities for standard setting
Organisational structure and responsibilities for standard setting shall not allow
certification bodies be involved in the standard setting process as governing or
decision making body.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“Introduction
Thailand Forest Certification Council (TFCC) requires the certification bodies
operating chain of custody certification to meet the requirements of TIS 14061,
ISO/IEC 17021-1, including TFCC document and the relevant provisions specified
in this document.
1 Scope
This document defines, based on ISO/IEC 17021-1, additional requirements
Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) which employ certification bodies for
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
the operation of forest management certification against national forest
management and group forest management standards, based on TIS 14061 and
TFCC SD 002.
2 Normative references
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this
standard. For both dated and undated references, the latest edition of the
referenced document (including any amendment) applies. (…) - ISO/IEC 17021-1,
Conformity assessment – requirements for bodies providing audit and certification
of management systems (equivalent to ISO/IEC 17021-1 in this document)”
Although no reference is found that explicitly requires that a certification body shall
fulfil the full requirements defined in ISO 17021, this ISO standard is considered
‘indispensable’ for the application of the TFCC PD 004. Also, specific references
are found to most of the individual clauses of ISO 17021 chapters 4, 5, 6, 7.
Observation: In the introduction of TFCC PD 004 reference is made to Chain of
Custody certification, while the title of the standard is “Requirements for
Certification Bodies operating Certification against TFCC Forest Management
Standard (TIS 14061) and TIS 14061 is the Sustainable Forest Plantation
Management Standard.”

3.
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Does the scheme documentation
require that certification bodies
carrying out forest certification shall
have the technical competence in
forest management on its economic,
social and environmental impacts,
and on the forest certification
criteria?

Annex 6, 3.1

YES

TFCC PD 004
“7.2.1.5 Competencies
The certification body shall ensure that auditors demonstrate ability to apply
knowledge and skills in the following areas:
a) principles, requirements, criteria or indicators of the forest management
standard (TIS 14061), as applicable;
b) knowledge of the socio-demographics and cultural issues in the region of
application of the forest management standard;
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
(…) e) legislation, regulations or other relevant requirements – enabling the
auditor to operate in the right legal framework and to be aware of the legislative
requirements applicable to the client organisation which is the subject of the audit;
f) the principles of forest management based on techniques involving inventories,
forest cropping, planning, protection and the management of forest ecosystems –
to enable the auditor to examine the forest management scheme and to decide
whether it is being adequately applied;
g) natural environment science, environmental technology and the economic
principles applicable to forest management – to give the auditor a grasp of the
fundamental relations between human activities and sustainable forest
management;
h) technical aspects of forestry operations associated with exploitations,
technology and derived uses – to allow the auditor to grasp the activities of the
client organisation audited and their effects on the management itself and the
territory.”

4.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification bodies shall
have a good understanding of the
national PEFC system against which
they carry out forest management
certification?

Annex 6, 3.1

YES

TFCC PD 004
“7.1 Competence of management and personnel
All the requirements given in clause 7.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1 apply.”
ISO/IEC 17021-1
“7.1 Competence of personnel
7.1.1 General considerations
The certification body shall have processes to ensure that personnel have
appropriate knowledge and skills relevant to the types of management systems
(e.g. environmental management systems, quality management systems,
information security management systems) and geographic areas in which it
operates.”
TFCC PD 004
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
“7.2.1.5 Competencies
The certification body shall ensure that auditors demonstrate ability to apply
knowledge and skills in the following areas:
a) principles, requirements, criteria or indicators of the forest management
standard (TIS 14061), as applicable;”

5.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification bodies have
the responsibility to use competent
auditors and who have adequate
technical know-how on the
certification process and issues
related to forest management
certification?

Annex 6, 3.2

YES

TFCC PD 004
“7.2.1 Auditors
The certification body shall have a documented process to ensure that auditors
have personal attributes, knowledge and skills in accordance with clauses 7.1 and
7.2 ISO 17021-1.
(…)
7.2.1.2 Forest Management Training
a) The auditors shall pass the training course of forest management auditor,
recognised by TFCC and the training course of lead auditor management system.
b) The auditors shall pass the training course of forest management auditor in
order to review the requirement of the standard as well as standard revision and
change every two years.
(…)
7.2.1.5 Competencies
The certification body shall ensure that auditors demonstrate ability to apply
knowledge and skills in the following areas:
a) principles, requirements, criteria or indicators of the forest management
standard (TIS 14061), as applicable;
(…)
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
c) audit principles, procedures and techniques (see clause 9.2.2 of ISO 17021-1)
to enable the auditor to apply those appropriate to different audits and ensure that
audits are conducted in a consistent and systematic manner.”

6.

7.

Does the scheme documentation
require that the auditors must fulfil
the general criteria of ISO 19011 for
Quality Management Systems
auditors or for Environmental
Management Systems auditors?

Annex 6, 3.2

Does the scheme documentation
include additional qualification
requirements for auditors carrying out
forest management audits? [*1]

Annex 6, 3.2

YES

TFCC PD 004
“7.2.1 Auditors
The certification body shall have a documented process to ensure that auditors
have personal attributes, knowledge and skills in accordance with clauses 7.1 and
7.2 ISO 17021-1.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“7.2.1.1 Education
a) The certification body shall ensure that auditors have the knowledge
corresponding to at least a Bachelor’s degree of forestry or other courses related
to forest management.
(…)
b) The specific education relating to forest based and related industries can be
substituted by working experience at least 10 years in these sectors (…).
7.2.1.2 Forest Management Training
a) The auditors shall pass the training course of forest management auditor,
recognised by TFCC and the training course of lead auditor management system.
(…).
7.2.1.3 Working Experience
a) The certification body shall ensure that the auditor has working experience
related to forest, forest plantation or other management systems such as ISO
9001 or 14001 in scope of forest or forest plantation with a minimum of three (3)
years full time working.
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
(…)
7.2.1.4 Audit Experience
a) Before assigned and appointed auditors, the certification body shall ensure that,
within the last three years, the auditor has performed forest management audits
for at least three client organisations under the lead auditor qualified and
controlled.”

Certification procedures
8.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification bodies shall
have established internal procedures
for forest management certification?

Annex 6, 4

YES

TFCC PD 004
“10 Management system requirements for certification bodies
Certification bodies shall provide, apply and maintain the Sustainable Forest
Plantation Management System, according to clause 10 of ISO/IEC 17021-1
apply.”
ISO/IEC 17021-1
“10 Management system requirements for certification bodies
10.1 Options
The certification body shall establish, document, implement and maintain a
management system that is capable of supporting and demontrating the
consistent achievement of the requirements of this part of ISO/IEC 17021. In
addition to meeting the requirements of Clauses 5 to 9, the certification body shall
implement a management system in accordance with either:
a) general management system requirements (see 10.2); or
b) management system requirements in accordance with ISO 9001 (see 10.3).”

9.
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Does the scheme documentation
require that applied certification
procedures for forest management
certification shall fulfil or be

Annex 6, 4

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9 Process requirements
9.1 General requirements
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

compatible with the requirements
defined in ISO 17021 or ISO Guide
65?
10.

11.

Reference to scheme documentation
All the requirements given in clause 9.1 of ISO/IEC 17021-1 apply.”
Specific references are found to many individual clauses of ISO 17021.

Does the scheme documentation
require that applied auditing
procedures shall fulfil or be
compatible with the requirements of
ISO 19011?

Annex 6, 4

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification body shall
inform the relevant PEFC National
Governing Body about all issued
forest management certificates and
changes concerning the validity and
scope of these certificates?

Annex 6, 4

YES

Comment TFCC:
“TFCC PD 004, Chapter 9 Process requirements, Page 12 requires to compliance
with ISO 17021-1 for the certification procedure and ISO 19011 has transformed
to ISO 17021-1 in this present time.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9.5.6 The certification body shall inform TFCC in case of suspension, withdrawal
or reduction of certification.
Annex 2 –TFCC notification of certification bodies (…)
- The TFCC notification requires that the certification body shall have a valid
accreditation recognised by the TFCC (see Annex 1 of this document). (…)
- The certification body shall inform to TFCC within 7 official days in case of
suspending, withdrawing or reducing the scope of certification or any other
changes with reliable to organizational certification status and decision – making
reasons.”

12.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification body shall
carry out controls of PEFC logo
usage if the certified entity is a PEFC
logo user?

Annex 6, 4

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9.3 Initial audit and certification
9.3.1 The stage 1 audit has the function of a “Readiness Review”. The scope of
this audit comprises:
(…) e) to determine the conformity of the client organisation with the TFCC and
PEFC (if applicable) logo usage rules and its effective implementation”
9.6.2.2 At each surveillance audit at least the following aspects shall be included:
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
(…) d) Require the conformity of TFCC and TFCC logo usages, applied for the
organisations and according to TFCC Logo Usage Rules - Requirements for
effective operation.”

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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Does a maximum period for
surveillance audits defined by the
scheme documentation not exceed
more than one year?

Annex 6, 4

Does a maximum period for
assessment audit not exceed five
years for forest management
certifications?

Annex 6, 4

Does the scheme documentation
include requirements for public
availability of certification report
summaries?

Annex 6, 4

Does the scheme documentation
include requirements for usage of
information from external parties as
the audit evidence?

Annex 6, 4

Does the scheme documentation
include additional requirements for
certification procedures? [*1]

Annex 6, 4

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9.6.2.3 Surveillance audits shall be conducted at least once a year. The date of
the first surveillance audit following initial certification shall not be more than 12
months from the certification date.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9.6.3 Recertification
All the requirements given in clause 9.6.3 of ISO/IEC 17021-1 apply, not exceeded
5 years, according to the certification for a maximum of 5 years.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“8 Information requirements
8.1 Publicly accessible information
(…) The certification body shall make a summary of the audit report for which shall
be made publicly available by the certificate holder. Confidential data can be
excluded.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“9.5 Initial certification audit conclusions
9.5.5 The audit evidence to determine the conformity with the forest management
standard shall include relevant information from external parties (e.g. government
agencies, community groups, conservations organisations, etc.) as appropriate.”

YES

TFCC PD 004
“1 Scope
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No.

Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
This document defines, based on ISO/IEC 17021-1, additional requirements
Thailand Forest Certification System (TFCS) which employ certification bodies for
the operation of forest management certification against national forest
management and group forest management standards, based on TIS 14061 and
TFCC SD 002.”

Accreditation procedures
18.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification bodies
carrying out forest management
certification shall be accredited by a
national accreditation body?

Annex 6, 5

YES

TFCC PD 004
“Annex 1 – Accreditations accepted by the TFCC
TFCC requires that forest management certification shall be carried out by
certification bodies who are accredited by accreditation bodies that are a member
of IAF.
In principle, the accreditation body, in which TFCC is acceptable, is the National
Standardization Council of Thailand (NSC), under Thai Industrial Standards
Institute (TISI).”

19.

Does the scheme documentation
require that an accredited certificate
shall bear an accreditation symbol of
the relevant accreditation body?

Annex 6, 5

YES

TFCC PD 004
“8.2 Certification documents
8.2.1 Certification bodies shall be including at least as following:
a) TFCC logo, the organisation which endorses TFCS (if applicable) and
accreditation mark as prescribed by the National Standardization Council of
Thailand (NSC), (including accreditation number where applicable),”
Although ‘certification documents’ is a general wording, a certificate is considered
to be a certification document.

20.

Does the scheme documentation
require that the accreditation shall be
issued by an accreditation body
which is a part of the International

Annex 6, 5

YES

TFCC PD 004
“Annex 1 – Accreditations accepted by the TFCC
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Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Accreditation Forum (IAF) umbrella
or a member of IAF’s special
recognition regional groups and
which implement procedures
described in ISO 17011 and other
documents recognised by the above
mentioned organisations?
21.

Does the scheme documentation
require that certification body
undertake forest management
certification as “accredited
certification” based on ISO 17021 or
ISO Guide 65 and the relevant forest
management standard(s) shall be
covered by the accreditation scope?

Reference to scheme documentation
TFCC requires that forest management certification shall be carried out by
certification bodies who are accredited by accreditation bodies that are a member
of IAF.
In principle, the accreditation body, in which TFCC is acceptable, is the National
Standardization Council of Thailand (NSC), under Thai Industrial Standards
Institute (TISI).”

Annex 6, 5

YES

TFCC PD 004
“Annex 1 – Accreditations accepted by the TFCC
TFCC requires that forest management certification shall be carried out by
certification bodies who are accredited by accreditation bodies that are a member
of IAF.
(…)
The scope of the accreditation shall explicitly cover a forest management
standard, based on TIS 14061 in its valid version (…)
The scope of accreditation shall also explicitly state ISO/IEC 17021-1, this
document and other requirements against which the certification body has been
assessed.”

22.

Does the scheme documentation
include a mechanism for PEFC
notification of certification bodies?

Annex 6, 6

YES

TFCC PD 003
“1 Scope
This procedure describes procedures for the issuance of notification by F.T.I. to
certification bodies operating:
a) Forest Management certification against the requirements of TIS14061 in
Thailand,
and/or
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Question

Reference to
YES /
PEFCC
NO
PROCEDURES

Reference to scheme documentation
b) Chain of Custody certification against the requirements of PEFC ST 2002 or
TIS 2861 in Thailand.
This procedure was approved by TFCC and shall be applied for all certification
bodies carrying out forest management and/or chain of custody certification
against the TFCS.”
TFCC PD 004
“Annex 2 –TFCC notification of certification bodies
(Requirements are not applicable to the accreditation of the certification body)
- The certification body operating TFCC recognised forest management
certification shall be notified by a TFCC.”

23.

Are the procedures for PEFC
notification of certification bodies
non-discriminatory?

Annex 6, 6

YES

TFCC PD 003
“1 Scope
This procedure describes procedures for the issuance of notification by F.T.I. to
certification bodies (…).
This procedure was approved by TFCC and shall be applied for all certification
bodies carrying out forest management and/or chain of custody certification
against the TFCS.
The policies and procedures under which the certification body operates, and the
administration of them, shall be non-discriminatory.”
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Annex 2 Results of Stakeholder Survey
The national stakeholder survey was held from 14/11/2018 to 30/11/2018. The
Assessor sent out questionnaires to all stakeholders that were members of the
Technical (Sub)Committees and Draft Working Group and additional stakeholders
that were invited and/or participated in public consultation meetings during the
revision process.
General
In total 12 stakeholders responded to the request to fill-out the questionnaire:
• 6 respondents from business and industry relating to forest-based products;
• 1 respondent from non-governmental organization;
• 4 respondents from governmental authorities (national, regional, local);
• 1 respondent of the state forest enterprise organization.
The response rate was 12 out of 139 (9%). No responses were received from local
population, women, children and youth, workers and trade unions, or scientific and
technological community.
Participation in the process
• 3 respondents participated in the Draft Working Group;
• 3 respondents received information on the standard setting process by
personal letter or E-mail. These respondents indicated that they received this
invitation between 2014 and 2018;
• 4 respondents participated in TC 915;
• 3 respondents took part in TC 59;
• 3 respondents took part in the SC 4;
• 2 respondents participated in the pilot testing process;
• 6 respondents participated in the Public seminar of 13 November 2015;
• 7 respondents participated in the Public seminar of 5 January 2016;
• 4 respondents participated in the Public consultation seminar of 17 March
2016;
• 4 respondents participated in the Public consultation.
• 11 respondents stated that PEFC Thailand provided them with relevant
information to participate in the standard revision process.
Balanced representation of the Standardization Committee
According to 8 respondents, the DWG had a balanced stakeholder representation. 1
respondent mentioned that there were no representatives from the wood industry
groups and exporters and target group investors.
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Complaints
1 of the respondents mentioned that there were complaints and that it was unknown
whether these complaints were validated and objectively evaluated. It remains
unclear whether this is real complaints, or discussions on certain topics.
Working Group
The respondents that had been part of the DWG positively answered to the questions
whether:
• Records (or minutes) have been kept from meetings of the WG;
• They received invitations for meetings and documents in a timely manner;
• All working draft documents have been available to all stakeholders involved
in the WG activities;
• Comments and views submitted have been considered in an open and
transparent way;
• The public consultation of the scheme documentation lasted for at least 60
days;
• All comments received during the public consultation have been considered
in an objective manner by the WG;
• The members of the WG had sufficient expertise to the subject matter to
contribute.
1 of the respondents mentioned that no meaningful opportunities to contribute to the
development of the standard and submit comments to the working drafts were
provided.
Aspects for further consideration
3 of the respondents brought up aspects for further consideration in the conformity
assessment. 2 respondents elaborated on which aspects needed further
consideration:
• Preparing the standard for To cover it After the standard frame. Should try it. In
many cases, the relevant loop. To evaluate. Fixes to a comprehensive point. It
should be clear and comprehensible to all stakeholders. Comment to edit
• To be able to ship wood pellets for sale in Japan.
Consequences to the overall assessment decision
All the above findings are further considered in the assessment of the respective
topics / requirements.
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Stakeholders that were invited for the survey
This survey was received by 139 E-mail addresses.
Name contact
Name organization
Mr.Amornpong Hiranwong
Mr.Jirawat
Tangkijngamwong
Mr.Pisarn Baupan
Mr.Jirawat
Tangkijngamwong
Mr.Akarin Wongapirat
Ms.Arunwan Petsang
Mr.PingHsun Huang
Ms.Kanuangnit
Chotiwanee
Ms.Rujirat Mukdaratsakul
Mr.Narong Menuan
Mr.Mahasan Thieravarut
Mr.Jirawat
Tangkijngamwong
Mr.Manaphol Phoosombun
Mr.Teerasak laorsiringam
Mr.Chawalit Sakuldumrong
Mr.Worawit Sorajjapinun
Ms.Chalida Kaewmanee
Ms.Rosarinya Waenkaew
Ms.Sritong Kotama
Mr.Pitipat
Naovacharoenluck
Mr.Prutthipol Soisuwan
Mr.Jakapong Kongpanya
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Stakeholder category

Fast Growing Tree
Association
Thai Furniture Industries
Association
Thai Furniture Industries
Association
Thai Furniture Industry Club

Forest related industry

Thai Hevea Wood
Association
Thai Hevea Wood
Association
Thai Panel Product Industry
Club
Thai Pulp and Paper
Industries Association
Thai Pulp and Paper
Industries Association
Thai Pulp and Paper
Industries Association
Thai Pulp and Paper
Industries Association
Thai Timber Association

Forest related industry

The Federation of Thai
Industries
A.P.K. Furnishing Parawood
Co.,Ltd.
Advance Asian Co.,Ltd.
Advance Asian Co.,Ltd.
Agro Fiber Co.,LTD
Agro Fiber Co.,LTD
Agro Fiber Co.,LTD
Asia Biomass Co.,Ltd.

Forest related industry

Asia Biomass Co.,Ltd.
Biomass Energy Work
Co.,Ltd.

Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1

Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry

Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry
Forest related industry

Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
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Mr.Nikorn
Likhitwangpanich
Ms.Rungnapa
Wattanavichian
Mr.Satya Swarub Nanda
Mr. Chinnarat Boonchu
Mrs.Tassanee
Aueprachanon
Mrs.Udomluk Juntipbadee
Ms.Suphawadee Wilamart
Mr.Nikorn Promkot
Mr.Sutin Pornchaisuree
Mr.Praves Hongjanya
Mr.Samran Hantalay
Ms.Pennapa Khwunnet
Mr.Jesda Aungvitayatorn
Mr.Orachoon ruengthong
Mr.Thanaphan Thawakarn
Mr.Amarin Sriwattana
Mr.Suthipas SaeLao
Mr. Jeerapat
Mr.Thanakrit
Baisolsakunee
Mr.Sakda Promlerd
Mr.Somsak Pongsomboon
Mr.Teeraphong
Wanitchakorn
Mr.Narong Meenual
Mr.Rachen Promjan
Mr.Phramoun Pratum
Mr.Pojana
Chiamakulpanrob
Ms.Sipada Yuenyong
Mr.Teerachai Kimhuadgul

Choosak Southern
Parawood CO.,Ltd.
D.A.Research Center
Co.,LTD.
D.A.Research Center
Co.,LTD.
Double A 1991
Eucalyptus Technology
Co,ltd
Eucalyptus Technology
Co,ltd
IKEA Purchasing Survices
(Thailand) Ltd.
Jitarom Asset Co.,Ltd.
Khaomahachai Parawood
Co.,Ltd
Kimnergy Co.,Ltd.
Lamkhao Woodchip
Co.,LTD.
Metro M.D.F. Co., Ltd
Nakornsri Parawood
Co.,Ltd.
Panel Plus Co.,Ltd.
Panel Plus Co.,Ltd.
Panel Plus Co.,Ltd.
Pap Gas and Oil Co.,Ltd.
Pap Gas and Oil Co.,Ltd.
Sahacogen Green Co.,Ltd.

Forest industry - group 2

SBANG Sustainable Energies
Co.,Ltd.
Siam Forestry Co.,Ltd
Siam Forestry Co.,Ltd

Forest industry - group 1

Siam Forestry Co.,Ltd
Siam Forestry Co.,Ltd
Siam Tree Development
Co.,Ltd.
SPS Intertech Co.,Ltd.

Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2

SPS Intertech Co.,Ltd.
SPS Intertech Co.,Ltd.

Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1

Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1

Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2

Forest industry - group 1
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Ms.Orapin Sermpraphasilp
Mr.Viroch Srivoranan
Mr.Praman Anantapak
Ms.Pattarat Amornchon
Mr.Vasan Klinchan
Ms.Uruwan
Rudeepipattanaphong
Mr.AKADECH
SUPHICHAYANGKOON
Ms.CHUANPIT CHOPCHUEN
Ms.Preeyaporn Tongdas
Ms.Nattawan Chaiopanon
Mr.Surachate Tiemkaew
Mr.KASEM WISESROJJANA
Mr.Supat Mulphruk
Mr.Chatchawan Chennuak
Ms.Rusneewan
Manavongpaiboon
Mrs.Yanissa
Thongnumchaima
Ms.Thitima Netivetvittaya
Mr.Wiroat
Ms.Nasaraporn Chairot
Mr.Supawat Komolman
Mr.Dusit Chantarakan
Mr.Prasert Nateprachit
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SPS Intertech Co.,Ltd.
Suan Mai Tawaneuak
Co.,Ltd.
Suan Mai Tawaneuak
Co.,Ltd.
Suan Mai Tawaneuak
Co.,Ltd.
Suan Mai Tawaneuak
Co.,Ltd.
Thai Energy Solution
Co.,Ltd.
Thai Energy Solution
Co.,Ltd.
Thai Energy Solution
Co.,Ltd.
Thainakorn Parawood
Co.,Ltd.
Thainakorn Parawood
Co.,Ltd.
TWP Biomass Co.,Ltd.
WesternPart Intermach
Co.,Ltd.
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Agricultural Land Reform
Office
Department of Fisheries
Department of Primary
Industries and Mines
Forest Industry
Organization

Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 2
Forest industry - group 1
Forest industry - group 1
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government - Forest
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Ms.Wondee Subprasert
Mr.Surasit
Kaewmeuangmoon
Mr.Paisan Chaiyasarn
Mr.Sukit Chanthong
Mr.Banjong
Wongsrisoontorn
Ms.Chanring plailamul
Ms.Pimchanok kanlaor
Mr.Kritsarin Buasap
Ms.Tassanee
Prachyabamrung
Mr.Natatorn Kasibutr

Ms. Sukallaya Kasem
Ms.Supatcha Niraracha
Mr.Nawarat Kraipanon

Mr.Sirichai Reuangrit

Mr.Banjong
Wongsisoontorn
Ms.Arunee
Phoosudsawang
Mr.Boonsutee
Jeerawongpanich
Mr.Krittasin Yammoon
Mr.Niwat Luengborisut

Forest Industry
Organization
Forest Industry
Organization
Forest Industry
Organization
Forest Industry
Organization
Forestry Certification
Office, Royal Forestry
Department
Land Development
Department
Land Development
Department
Land Development
Department
National Bureau of
Agricultural Commodity and
Food Standard
National Bureau of
Agricultural Commodity and
Food Standards
Office of Agricultural
Economics
Office of Agricultural
Economics
Office of Natural Resources
and Environmental Policy
and Planning
Office of Natural Resources
and Environmental Policy
and Planning
Royal Forest Department

Government - Forest

Royal Forest Department

Government - Forest

Royal Forest Department

Government - Forest

Royal Forestry Department
Royal Forestry Department

Government - Forest
Government - Forest

Government - Forest
Government - Forest
Government - Forest
Government - Forest

Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
Government - Forest
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Mr.Natchanon
Rubber Authority of
Noppakunkajorn
Thailand
Mr.Sunan Nuanphromsakul Rubber Authority of
Thailand
Mr.Yannapat Authongsub
Thai Industrial Standard
Institute
Ms.Witchar Pichainarong
Thai Industrial Standard
Institute
Ms.Witcha Pichainarong
Thai Industrial Standards
Institute
Ms.Bussaba Saelim
Thai Industrial Standards
Institute
Ms.Supranee Krongnid
Thai Industrial Standards
Institute
Mr.Prasong Prayongpetch
Thai Industrial Standards
Institute
Ms.Korkod Meechamnan
Thailand Institute of
Scientific and Technological
Research
Mr.Suchart Thitiworakul
Unions of Forest Industry
Organization
Mr.Narongchai Cholparp
Unions of Forest Industry
Organization
Ms.Yingluck Patipanthewa Private Forest Plantation
Cooperative
Ms.Wongwipa
Private Forest Plantation
Nuanchawee
Cooperative
Mr.Narongchai Chonlapap Union of Forestry Industry
Organization
Mr. Rawit Thaweesub
College of Engineering,
Rangsit University
Mr.Rattanawat Chairat
Faculty of Environment and
Resource Studies, Mahidol
University
Ms. Wathinee Suanpaka
Faculty of Forestry
Mr. Piyawat Diloksumpan
Faculty of Forestry
Mr.Monton Chamrionpruek Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Mr.Wicha Niyom
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Ms.Nopparat Manawakul
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University

130

Government Environmental & Agri
Government Environmental & Agri
TISI
TISI
TISI
TISI
TISI
TISI
Government Environmental & Agri
Union
Union
Forest groups / individuals
Forest groups / individuals
Union
Other
Academic

Academic
Academic
Academic
Academic
Academic
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Mr.Khanchai
Duangsataporn
Mr.Nikhom Lamsak
Ms.Janenie Saelok
Mr.Mano
Ms.Nantana Kachasenee

Mr.Prayut Lorsuwansiri
Mr.Chittiwat Silapat
Mr.Sutep Junkhiaw

Mr. Alistair Monument
Mr.Chittiwat silapat
Mr.Sura Pattanakiat
Mr.Ittichai Padee
Mr.Voravit
Mr.Reungchai
Mr.Sanit Saikwuan
Mr.Poramet Payapsatan

Mr.Raks Wimoolchart
Mr.Dusit Vetchakit
Ms.Wisara Hunthanee
Ms.Ananya Sumon
Ms.WISARA HUNTHANEE
Ms.Pongwipa Lorsomboon

Mr.Reongchai Paosajja
Ms.Nichapat Na Thalang

Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
Faculty of Science (Biology
Department),
Chulalongkorn University
Forestry Alumni Society
Forestry Alumni Society
Forestry Research Center,
Faculty of Forestry,
Kasetsart University
FSC ,Tramway Path, Central,
Hong Kong
Lion Club of Bangkok (Dusit)
Mahidol University
Mahidol University
Mahidol University
Mahidol University
Mahidol University
Regional Community
Forestry Training Center for
Asia and the Pacific
(RECOFTC)
Rubber Economic Magazine
Sukhothai Thammathirat
University
Thailand Environment
Institute
Thailand Environment
Institute
Thailand Environment
Institute
Thailand Greenhouse Gas
Management Organisation
(Public Organisation)
Thailand Research Fund
WWF Thailand

Academic
Academic
Academic
Academic
Other

Academic
Academic
Academic

NGO
NGO
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
NGO

Other
Other
Academic
Academic
Academic
NGO

Other
NGO
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Ms.Aomjitr Sena
Mrs.Somrudee Nicro

WWF Thailand
FLEGT Facilitator for
Thailand

NGO
Other

Questionnaire for the standard-setting process of the Thailand
Forest Certification System (TFCS)
Question to stakeholder

Answer

1. What stakeholder category do you
represent?

☐ Business and industry relating to forest based products
☐ Forest owner / manager
☐ Indigenous people and local population
☐ Non-governmental organisation (environmental or
social)
☐ Scientific and technological community
☐ Women, children and youth
☐ Workers and trade unions
☐ Government authorities (national, regional or local)
☐ Other; please specify:

Click here to enter your comments
1. What region of Thailand did you
represent in the stakeholder
consultation? (more than 1 answer
possible)

☐ Central region
☐ Eastern region
☐ Northern region
☐ Northeastern region
☐ Southern region
☐ National
☐ Other: Click here to enter your comments
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Question to stakeholder
2. Did you actively participate in the
standard setting process of the Thai
Forest Certification Scheme? (more
than 1 answer possible)
► If no, why not?

Answer
☐ Yes, as a member of the Technical Committee 915
(Sustainable Forest Plantation Management System)
☐ Yes, as a member of the Technical Committee 59
(Environmental Management System)
☐ Yes, as a member of the Technical subcommittee 4
☐ Yes, as a member of the Draft Working Group
☐ Yes, I participated in pilot testing
☐ Yes, I participated in the public seminar of 13
November 2015 at Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart
University
☐ Yes, I participated in the public seminar of 5 January
2016 at Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University
☐ Yes, I participated in the public consultation seminar on
17 March 2016 at the Berkeley Hotel, Pratunam, Bangkok
☐ Yes, I participated in public consultation
☐ Yes, namely: Click here to enter your comments
☐ No, because: Click here to enter your comments

3. a) How did you find out about the
standard setting process?

☐ Newspaper or magazine
☐ Website of TFCS
☐ Personal letter or E-mail
☐ Other:

Click here to enter your comments
b) When were you invited to
participate in the standard setting
process of the Thai Forest
Certification Scheme?

Please indicate
Day: Click here to enter your comments
Month: Click here to enter your comments
Year: Click here to enter your comments

4. What was your main concern and
your interest to participate in the
standard setting process of the Thai
Forest Certification Scheme?

Concern:

Click here to enter your comments
Interest:

Click here to enter your comments
5. Did the organisers provide you with
relevant material to participate in
the development of the Thai Forest
Certification Scheme?

☐ Yes, because: Click here to enter your comments
☐ No, because: Click here to enter your comments
☐ I don’t know: Click here to enter your comments
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Question to stakeholder
6. In your opinion, have all
stakeholders that are relevant to
the standard-setting been
proactively identified and invited,
including disadvantaged
stakeholders?
7. a) Did the Stakeholder
representatives in the Draft Working
Group represent the range of
interests in forest management in
your country?

Answer
☐ Yes
☐ No, other interest groups that should have been
involved: Click here to enter your comments
☐ I don’t know

☐ Yes
☐ No, other interest groups that should have been
involved: Click here to enter your comments
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No, underrepresented stakeholder categories are: Click

b) Did the Draft Working Group, to
your opinion, have a balanced
representation
of
various
stakeholder categories?

8. Did the stakeholder representatives
in the Draft Working Group come
from all relevant regions from your
country?
► If no, which regions were not or
poorly represented?

here to enter your comments
☐ I don’t know

☐ Yes
☐ I don’t know
☐ No, the following region(s) was (were) not / poorly
represented:
☐ Central region
☐ Eastern region
☐ Northern region
☐ Northeastern region
☐ Southern region
☐ Other: Klik hier als u tekst wilt invoeren.

9. a) Are you aware of any substantive
and procedural complaints relating
to the standardising activities
brought forward by you or other
stakeholders?
b) In case of any complaints, have
these complaints been validated
and objectively evaluated?
10. Do you believe any aspects of
the scheme deserve further
consideration?

☐ Yes, there was a complaint about

Click here to enter your comments
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes (please specify)
☐ No
☐ I don’t know

Questions 12-21 are for members of the Draft Working Group only.
If you did participate in the Draft Working Group, please continue with question 12.
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Question to stakeholder
11. Did all stakeholders in the Draft Working Group
have expertise relevant to the subject matter of the
standard?
12. a) Have records (or minutes) been kept of the
standard-setting process?

Answer
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know

b) How did you receive invitations for the Draft
Working Group meetings and documents?

☐ By mail
☐ By E-mail
☐ By other means: Click here to enter

your comments
c) Did you receive invitations and documents for
meetings in a timely manner?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know

13. Have all working draft documents (draft versions
of the standard) been available to all members of
the Draft Working Group?
14. Have you been provided with meaningful
opportunities to contribute to the development of
the standard and submit comments to the working
drafts?
15. Have comments and views submitted by any
member of the Draft Working Group been
considered in an open and transparent way?
16. Has the Public Consultation of the scheme
documentation lasted for at least 60 days?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know

17. Have all comments received during the public
consultation been considered in an objective
manner by the Draft Working Group?
18. Was pilot testing of the new standards carried out?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know

► If yes, have the results of the pilot testing been
considered by the Draft Working Group?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
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Question to stakeholder
19. Was the decision of the Draft Working Group to
recommend the final draft for formal approval taken
on the basis of consensus?

Answer
☐ Yes
☐ No, the issue was resolved in the
following way: Klik hier als u tekst wilt

invoeren.
► In case no consensus was reached on certain
issues, how was the issue resolved?
20. Do you believe any aspects of the scheme deserve
further consideration?

☐ I don’t know
☐ Yes (please specify)
☐ No
☐ I don’t know
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Annex 3 Results of International Consultation
There were no comments received during the International Consultation.
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Annex 4 Internal review
The comments from PEFC Council’s Internal Review on final draft report are presented in the table below, including the responses from the
Assessor.
Report
chapter /
Assessor’s report statement
Page
General Statement on Report Quality
General

p. 2
1., 2nd para

p. 103 req.
5.4.7

138

Case Postale 636
“The application for PEFC
endorsement was submitted in
November 2017.”

PEFCC’s Interal Review comment

Having reviewed the assessment report, the PEFC
Secretariat is convinced that FORM International has
conducted a very thorough evaluation of the Thai
Forest Certification System against PEFC’s
benchmark requirements.
New post box is 1862
The application letter is dated November 2017, but
the application was not submitted to PEFCC until 16
March 2018.
Clause 5.4.7 of PEFC ST 1003:2010, including the
accompanying note, is a general exclusion of
genetically-modified trees from PEFC certification
until PEFC International revises this requirement in
the PEFC SFM benchmark standard, e.g. based on
scientific data. The note to 5.4.7 must not be
interpreted as granting forest owners/managers or
PEFC schemes the option to evaluate and decide
themselves whether GMOs may be used under
PEFC certification or not.

Assessor’s response

Well noted.

Updated in the report.
Updated in the report.

Updated in the report
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3.7/9

What is the intent/purpose of TFCS using two CoC
standards? What is the purpose of TIS 2861, if
PEFC ST 2002 is adopted as well? Which claims are
to be made under TIS 2861, PEFC claims or TFCS
claims, and to whom? - A system specific CoC
standard that is not fully compatible with PEFC ST
2002:2013 cannot be endorsed by PEFC, especially
if there are no reasons outside the scheme owner’s
control, which prevent the use of the international
PEFC CoC standard as the scheme’s CoC standard.
From the PEFC Secretariat’s view the assessor
should therefore not recommend the endorsement of
TIS 2861 to PEFC, until these questions have been
answered and TIS 2861 is fully compatible with
PEFC ST 2002:2013.

From the documentation it is concluded that
both TIS 2861 and PEFC ST 2002 will apply,
where TIS 2861 is also meant for TFCC claims.
Both documents basically have the same
structure and chapters and content. For the
assessment only the differences were
assessed, as the remainder is adopted in the
TFCS. The Assessor identified one
nonconformity and recommends to endorse the
standard on the condition that this
nonconformity is addressed within six months
after endorsement.
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Annex 5 Report on the Field Assessment
From 6 to 12 January 2019, the Assessor (Mr. Rutger de Wolf) visited Thailand for
the field assessment. The field assessment consisted of:
• Meetings with TFCC and TISI to discuss general matters of the TCS and
remaining issues in the various standards and procedures;
• Meetings with stakeholders, including members from TC 915, DWG, TC 59
and SC 4 to discuss how the standard setting was done and to discuss specific
forestry matters in Thailand, and to get a better picture of the Thailand forest
plantation sector;
• Field visits to three different companies in Kanchanaburi Province to get a
better picture of the Thailand forest plantation sector and to discuss specific
matters with field operators.
The itinerary of the field assessment is presented in the table below.
Date
7-1-2019
8-1-2019

1

Stakeholder
group
N.A.

2

TISI

3

Government
- Forest

Forest Industry Organization
Royal Forest Department

4

Government
- Other

5

Forestry
industry

National Bureau of Agricultural
Commodity and Food Standard
D.A.Research Center Co.,LTD.
Siam Forestry Co.,Ltd

Person / representative

TFCC – to discuss general
matters of the TFCS and
remaining issues in the
standard setting process and
procedures assessment.
Thai Industrial Standard
Institute

Mr. Withee Supithak
Ms. Rungnapa Wattanavichian
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
Ms. Wilaiwan Kalyakool
Mr. Richard Laity
Mr. Prasong Prayongpetch
Ms. Witchar Pichainarong
Ms. Bussaba Saelim
Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Mr. Prasit Thintara
Mr. Krittasin Songkloh
Mr. Boonsuthee
Jeravongpanich
Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Ms. Tasanee Pradyabumrung

Metro Forestry
Suan Kitti Plantation

6
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Organization

Forest
related
industry

Pulp & Paper Association
Fast Growing Tree Association
Thai Furniture Industries
Association
Thai Timber Association
The Federation of Thai
Industries

Mr. Chinnarat B.
Mr. Phalakorn Kooha
Mr. Pennapa Khwunnet
Mr. Virote
Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Mr. Mahasan
Mr. Amornpong Hiranwong
Mr. Pichai Pinitkanchanapun
Mr. Jirawat
Mr. Kitti Sukutamatunti
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Date

Stakeholder
group

7

Forest
groups /
individuals

Organization

Private Forest Plantation
Cooperative
Farmer

Private Forest Plantation
Cooperation in Lopburi
Province

8

Unions

Unions of Forest Industry
Organization

Person / representative
Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Ms. Yingluck Patipanthewa
Mr. Montri Yotharak
Mr. Prem
Mr. Boonlue
Mr. Supachai Praary Suankitti
Dr. Reungchai Pousajja
Mr. Wannapa Boorapachaisri

Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Mr. Narongchai Cholparp

9-1-2019

9

(TFCC)

TFCC / TISI – to discuss
remaining issues in the forest
management and chain of
custody standards

Ms. Piyathip Eawpanich
(Translator)
Ms. Rungnapa Wattanavichian
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
Ms. Wilaiwan Kalyakool
Mr. Richard Laity
Ms. Witchar Pichainarong
Ms. Bussaba Saelim

10

Academic

Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart
University

Ms. Nopparat Manawakul
Kaakkurivaara

11

NGO

Regional Community Forestry
Training Center for Asia and the
Pacific (RECOFTC)
Thailand Environment Institute
Thailand Greenhouse Gas
Management Organisation
(Public Organisation)
WWF Thailand
Bird Conservation Society of
Thailand
TISI

10-1-2019

12

Field visit

Metro Forestry (Kanchanaburi
Province)
Eucalyptus plantations

13

Field visit

SCG Siam Forestry
(Kanchanaburi Province)

Mr. Pichit Lumyai
Mr. Pasuta Sunthornhao
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
(translator)
Mr. Poramet Payapsatan

Ms. Wisara Hunthanee
Mr. Pathom Chaiyaprouksaton

Ms. Sudarat Sangkum
Ms. Thattaya Bidayabha
Ms. Bussaba Saelim
(observer)
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
(translator)
Management and employees
from Metro Forestry
And:
Ms. Rungnapa Wattanavichian
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
Ms. Wilaiwan Kalyakool
Mr. Richard Laity
Ms. Witchar Pichainarong
Management and employees
from SCG and farmers
And:
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Date

Stakeholder
group

11-1-2019

14

Field visit

Organization

Person / representative

Eucalyptus and Rubber
plantations

Ms. Rungnapa Wattanavichian
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
Ms. Wilaiwan Kalyakool
Mr. Richard Laity
Ms. Witchar Pichainarong
Management and employees
from FIO
And:
Ms. Rungnapa Wattanavichian
Ms. Sasina Thian promarat
Ms. Wilaiwan Kalyakool
Mr. Richard Laity
Ms. Witchar Pichainarong

Forest Industry Organization
(FIO) (Kanchanaburi Province)
Teak plantations

Main outcomes of the field assessment:
• Stakeholders were positive on the standard setting process, they are looking
forward to have the System endorsed by PEFC Council;
• No concerns came up by interviewing the stakeholders on the standard setting
process;
• No concerns came up by interviewing the stakeholder on specific issues from
the forest management standard;
• Thailand plantation forestry is strongly characterized by smallholders. Often,
farmers have a mall woodlot, or trees on the edge fo their farms (the latter
form is currently not covered by the TFCS). Most plantation companies are
working with these smallholders, e.g. in an outgrower system, where they
provide support to farmers and ensure their off-take.
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