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Clergy:  
The Venerable Reverend Father
Theadore Hunt, 
Incumbent

Parish: St. Stephen, Downsview

Deanery: Etobicoke - Humber

Diocese: Toronto

Address:

2259 Jane St.,
Toronto, ON M3M 1A6

CONTACT

Tel/SMS/Fax/WhatsApp: 

Email:
ststephendownsview@toronto.anglican.ca

416-241-4639

Website: 
www.ststephensdownsview.com

Denomination: Anglican



VISION & MISSION
With the arrival of 2025, the Diocese of
Toronto is moving into a new and
exciting phase of its strategic plan,
Cast the Net.

The 20 Calls, which were endorsed by
Synod along with the strategic plan in
2023, encourage Anglicans in all parts
of the diocese to renew their spiritual
lives, to seek justice for all, to support
faithful and fruitful ministry, and to live
and work as the body of Christ, each
connected to the whole and each
valued for their unique gifts.

The group is hoping that parishes will
embrace one or more of the calls this
year. Parishes can choose calls that
they are already involved in or take up
new ones – whatever best suits their
capacity, context and vision.
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BISHOPS’ MESSAGE
To the clergy, churchwardens, and

parishioners of the Diocese of Toronto:
Beloved Siblings in Christ,

“…be renewed in the spirit …” 
Ephesians 4:23

In this Season of Spiritual Renewal, the
Diocese of Toronto is exhibiting a burgeoning
health and vitality that inspires us daily. To
God be the glory! As your bishops, as we travel
around to visit our parishes, we have witnessed
the Holy Spirit engaging in marvelous ways
with people, groups and ministries right across
this Diocese – from Mississauga to Minden,
from Cobourg to Collingwood. The Season of
Spiritual Renewal, this invitation to spiritual
growth, has been enthusiastically received in
so many ways, including the sharing of prayer
resources, participation in online workshops,
and our bishops’ Advent study online. 
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We are also looking forward to #LiveLent: God’s Story, Our Story, a daily
Lenten resource with a helpful guide for small group use.

We are excited that the next phase in this Season of Spiritual Renewal is
called “Lift Up Our Hearts.” Over the coming year, large worship services
will take place across the Diocese on five Saturday afternoons at 2 p.m.
Each celebration of the Eucharist will feature excellent music, moving
testimony, and preachers from within our own Diocese, each with their own
unique approach to spiritual renewal. We hope you will plan to join us for
one or more of these marvelous gatherings. Come on your own, bring a
friend, or hire a bus! We will see you there:



March 22 – St. James Cathedral (preacher: the Rev. Molly Finlay)
March 29 – Trinity Church, Streetsville (preacher: the Rev. Canon
Stephanie Douglas)
May 31 – All Saints, Whitby (preacher: the Rev. Gerlyn Henry)
September 27 – St. James, Orillia (preacher: the Rev. Dr. Rob
Hurkmans)
October 25 – St. Paul’s, Bloor Street (preacher: the Rev. Dr. Alvardo
Adderley)

The call to spiritual renewal, however, was just the first of 20 Calls
articulated in the Cast the Net strategic vision adopted by Synod and this
Diocese in 2023. Over the coming year, you will hear us repeatedly
emphasising the need for each congregation to review and consider all of
the 20 Calls and then choose which two or three your parish will focus on. 

As you gather today for Vestry, this could be the perfect opportunity to
start considering the question. A small group – the Netminders – has
prepared resources to help you, which you can find on the Cast the Net
web page. While it’s important to remember that no congregation could
possibly answer all 20 Calls, we strongly believe that each congregation
can consider two or three. Leading up to our diocesan Synod in November,
we hope that every parish will be able to identify which of the Calls they are
living into. 

We are pleased to welcome our new Executive Director, Varun Balendra
ODT. A familiar face around the Diocese, Varun has served in many
volunteer capacities over the years, and we look forward to working
together in this new capacity. By the time of our diocesan Synod on Friday,
Nov. 7 and Saturday, Nov. 8, we expect that we will be introducing a new
Secretary of Synod and a new full-time Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Advisor, whose primary focus areas will be supporting the work of the Anti-
Bias, Anti-Racism (ABAR) and other DEI training, and supporting
individuals and parishes to grow, build community, educate and engage.

Some other new faces at Synod may include guests from the Diocese of 
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Brasilia. This past June, at the Cathedral Church of the Resurrection in the
city of Brasilia, the two diocesan bishops of Brasilia and Toronto signed the
covenant that brings our two dioceses into a companion relationship. Since
the signing of our agreement, a small representative group from each
diocese has been meeting monthly – in both Portuguese and English – to 
pray together and to plan events. For example, clergy from both dioceses
will gather online for a joint study day on liberation theology on March 25.
In the fall, a youth delegation from Brasilia will join our own youth at the
Re-Charge youth retreat at Muskoka Woods camp. And we anticipate
sending a delegation from Toronto to Brasilia in 2026. We have even
developed a shared logo for our relationship that combines elements of
each of our own logos: our Diocese of Toronto dove springing from their
Ipe Tree. You can expect to hear more about this companion partnership
as we enter into the second year of it.

Closer to home, the partnerships within our own Diocese continue to
flourish. When we speak of casting the net, we are referring to the
supportive, creative and collaborative ministry that occurs in each deanery
and regionalization, between parishes and congregations, amongst church
neighbours and colleagues. We are grateful to our hardworking and devout
clergy and our dedicated lay leaders, especially churchwardens,
treasurers, administrators, musicians and the countless church staff and
parish volunteers who are Christ’s hands and feet of ministry in our
communities. We are so grateful for all of your faithful work in our parishes
and beyond. 

We have embarked on a feasibility study to discern if this is the right time
for the Diocese to conduct a major financial campaign. Over the next six
months, M&M International, a Toronto-based fundraising firm, will listen to
parishes large and small, soliciting feedback on a case for support. 

It is proposed that if a campaign does go forward, the majority of funds
raised will remain in the parishes, with a smaller portion supporting the 20
Calls at the diocesan level. Your feedback and commitment will make the
difference as we look into this additional way of working together.
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Lastly, we want to encourage each Vestry meeting to consider this year’s
social justice motion: “Protecting and Expanding Harm Reduction in
Ontario.” The Church has a role to play in calling on government for
responsible actions in caring for our most vulnerable neighbours, to ensure
life-saving protections for those experiencing addictions and other
challenges. Please consider how your parish can speak up, and out, for
those who require advocacy. As we anticipate going to the polls in the
coming year – federally and provincially – let us remember our baptismal
promises as we cast our ballots, choosing candidates who align with our
values. And let us pray for them.

For it is in praying that we are drawn ever deeper into relationship with the
Triune God and become more attentive to the will of our Heavenly Creator.
In this Season of Spiritual Renewal, we ask every reader of this letter to
commit more deeply to a life of prayer, that it may infuse your every day
with Grace as you witness to the Love of Christ in your life and to the
world. 

In your prayers, please pray for all three of us, your College of Bishops,
both in your personal daily devotions as well as your parish’s weekly 
intercessions. Know that we are praying for you too, giving thanks for our
common life together across our wonderful diocesan family. 

Yours faithfully in Christ Jesus,
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The Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil
Bishop of Toronto

+Andrew Asbil

+Riscylla Shaw
The Rt. Rev. Riscylla Shaw
Suffragan Bishop of Toronto

+Kevin Robertson
The Rt. Rev. Kevin Robertson
Suffragan Bishop of Toronto
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HIGHLIGHTS
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70th Anniversary
Guest Speakers
Bishop Andrew Visit
Bus Trip
Evening of Elegance

Community Service
Recovery Fund (wrap-up)
Sanctuary: Audio-Visual Systems upgraded
Finance: Software upgraded and added Pllenty
for receiving payments online
Assessed: Training, Building Architecture,
Financial Management.

The Assessments will inform
our planning and process improvement going

for at least the next three years.

Programs
Saints’ Cafe Continues
Downsview Youth Covenant (DYC) discontinued



RECTOR’S REPORT
In November 1953, a Sunday school opened in
what was then the Crang Auditorium; with the
purpose of serving the community in the area
where our present parish would come to be
located. On May 2nd 1954, the Rev. Frank
Weston Fry and his family arrived in the parish
to a service of reception. Then, on May 9th
1954, the first regularly held services began in
a portable church; the foundations of the
present-day worshipping community of St.
Stephen, Downsview.
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Commencing on October 1st 2023, and continuing through to October
31st 2024, our parish community of St. Stephen, commemorated 70
years as a Christian community of faith, under the theme: "Three Score
and Ten: Walking Wisely in the Light of the Lord." During this year of
celebrations, we were pleased to be led in mission by The Rev. Kenneth
Korsah; Priest of the Ghanian Anglican Church in Canada, and also by
the Rev. Canon Leonard Abbah and the Rev. Canon Dr. Stephen Fields. 

The Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil; Diocesan Bishop for the Diocese of Toronto,
graciously consented to be our preacher and celebrant at our parish’s
anniversary service on May 12th, 2024; and we were truly delighted to
have so many friends and visitors join us for the celebrations on that
occasion. The year was also marked by many other opportunities for
thanksgiving and celebration including our annual walk-a-thon, a parish
clean-up day, a trip to Sight & Sound Theatre in PA to see the live
production of Daniel, and, to culminate the year, a parish banquet – an
Evening of Elegance – attended by just under 200 members, and friends!
We are profoundly grateful for God’s faithfulness to His mission and our
ministry with this community over the past 70 years, and we look
forward in hope to the continuance of the 

The Venerable
Ref Fr Theadore Hunt

Incumbent



same in the years to come!

I am pleased to report that our ministries have remained consistent over
the past year; serving those both within and beyond our walls. I know
that I have been personally delighted to see many return to their
ministry roles in this post-pandemic period, and many others come
alongside to offer themselves for the work at hand. Our Altar Guild,
Welcomers, choir, counters, readers and intercessors, Sunday school
and acolytes have all continued faithfully in their work; supported by the
efforts of our music team, staff and Parish Administrator, Wardens and
other volunteers working behind the scenes. This year we were pleased
to have the added technical support of a new group of volunteers from 
the congregation who were trained to manage the livestream week-by-
week.

To this end, I continue to be grateful for the faithful and steady support
of our Corporation, Advisory Board and Administrative team. Our
Wardens – Orphtee, Shalon and Ericka – have faithfully and effectively
discharged their duties; quietly, and selflessly in the service of God and
of this congregation. They are owed a profound debt of gratitude. Our
Advisory Board members – Fanella, Nadeen, George, Connie, Patricia,
Cheryl, Bosun and Ebele – by their counsel and advice, have helped to
keep the concerns of the Parish at the forefront of our work together.
Our Parish Administrator, Greg, has continued to go above and beyond
in helping us to improve our internal processes and operations in
general. With his guidance and under his oversight, a number of training
videos have been produced which will help to support present and future
volunteers to become more effective and efficient when engaging the
ministries and operations of the parish. Our Custodian, Allan – again
effectively, quietly, and selflessly – has ensured that our worship space
and our facilities in general, are clean, ready and available for worship
week-by-week.

Our weekday offerings of morning and evening prayer continue on
Zoom, Monday to Friday at 7:15am, and Sundays at 6pm, respectively.
The Tuesday evening prayer and Bible study group, led by Beverley 
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Brown and Ezekiel Ekeh, continues week-by-week at 7pm; now on Zoom. 

Our Thursday evening Bible study continues to meet via Zoom at
7:30pm. This past year we studied Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the
Book of Daniel, and the Book of Job. At present, we are studying Paul’s
letters to the Colossians and Philemon.

Our Saint’s Café has continued faithfully over the past year to serve
thousands of pre-packaged meals and grocery items to an ever-
increasing number of friends from the surrounding community and
beyond. As a parish community we remain grateful for the dedication of
our Coordinator, Patricia, and her faithful and joyful team of volunteers
who offer this ministry week-by-week. 

Their work is supported by donations and other contributions from our
community partners: Black Creek Community Health Center (BCCHC),
Elizabeth House, North York Harvest Food Bank, Second Harvest Food
Bank, TAIBU Community Health Centre and many others!

We were privileged this year to participate once again in Prison
Fellowship Canada’s (PFC’s) Angel tree program for the 8th year,
sponsoring 7 children across 4 families; both here in Toronto, and
beyond. Aspirationally, we hope to begin partnering with PFC in both in-
prison ministry, and ministry to those recently released. We also hope to
begin reaching out more intentionally to serve the seniors’ care homes
and other institutions within our community. We give God thanks for
these growing opportunities for ministry and outreach.

We are also thankful to God for the steady progress we have made in 
maintaining and improving our worship space in support of all the
ministry outlined above. As a Corporation, and having received a
mandate from our last Vestry meeting in 2024, we have begun – with the
support of grant funding – to undertake a feasibility study and
preliminary costing estimate for the renovation of our kitchen and other
spaces at the basement level, along with a consideration for the
installation of a Limited Use Limited Application (LULA) elevator. More 
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information will be shared with the Parish community in the coming
months as it becomes available. It is our belief that any renovation work
undertaken by the Parish needs to be comprehensive and forward-
looking in its anticipation not only of present needs, but of the needs for
the next 70 years and beyond!

We have inherited a wonderful tradition of worship and of commitment
to serving the community and beyond. It is a tradition of which we
should be proud! As we move forward, ever-leaning on and following our
Lord who leads us, it is my hope and prayer that what we have received,
and continue to build upon, will continue to serve the generations to
come. I am grateful for the privilege to serve as your Incumbent, for
your support as fellow laborers in this part of God’s vineyard, and for the
support of my family; who often and patiently bear the weight of my
absences.
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The Venerable Theadore Hunt



WARDEN’S REPORT
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As we reflect on the past year, we extend our heartfelt thanks to the
entire parish for their unwavering support and active participation. We
are grateful for the privilege of serving the Church of St. Stephen,
Downsview throughout 2024 and we look forward to the coming year
with optimism and joy.

The Corporation

The Corporation, consisting of Rev. Father Theadore Hunt (Incumbent),
Emeka Ichoku (People’s Warden, until June 2024), Orphtee Quarcoo
(Rector’s Warden), Shalon Jeffers (Deputy People’s Warden), and Ericka
Martin (Deputy Rector’s Warden), met monthly throughout the year, with 
additional meetings convened as needed.

2024 Advisory Board

The 2024 Advisory Board included the following members:
Patricia Castello Steve Clarke (July 2024) Fanella Hodge
Rev. Father Theadore Hunt Ebele Felix Emeka Ichoku (until May 2024)
Cynthia Ifekwem (until June 2024) Shalon Jeffers Constance Kendall
Ericka Martin Nadeen Murray Cheryl Prescod
George Quarcoo Orphtee Quarcoo Bosun Williams

Church Maintenance, Repairs, and Other Projects

Various maintenance and other projects were undertaken and completed
in 2024, including:

Replacement of the side door
Sound system upgrades
Installation of the front facing livestream camera
Transition to a new donation management system
Ongoing streamlining of financial management processes,
supplemented by a thorough audit completed by an external
Accountant
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Development of a comprehensive training programs for various
ministries in the church including the Welcomers, Livestreaming,
Counting ministries
Engaged the services of an Architect to develop preliminary drawings
for future comprehensive renovations to the parish hall
We extend our gratitude to our Sexton, Allan Austin, for his
unwavering commitment to maintaining the church property.

The Rectory

We are diligently planning the renovation of the church's rectory and
actively seeking funding opportunities to commence the project.
Meanwhile, regular visits to the property have been conducted, along
with routine maintenance tasks such as lawn care and snow removal.

Ministry Partnerships

Thanks to our ongoing partnerships with Black Creek Community Health
Centre and Prison Fellowship Canada, we were able to minister to many
individuals in the community and beyond through the Saints Café and
the Angel Tree Program. We are grateful to the dedicated volunteers for
their time and talent in supporting these meaningful ministries.

Parking Lot

We continue to have several individuals renting parking spots. The
income generated from these rentals will be used to maintain the
parking lot and fund other capital projects.

The Corporation is dedicated to preventing unauthorized parking on the
property. We continue to refine our system, which includes ticketing
unlawfully parked vehicles, to effectively manage spot rentals.

Outlook for 2025

As we look forward to the year ahead, our hope is to continue to build on
all that we achieved as a parish in 2024.
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The Wardens would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to the members
of St. Stephen, Downsview for their continued prayers, love, support, and
collaborative efforts towards the parish’s successes over the past year.
With God's help, we are very hopeful for all that can and will be
accomplished in 2025 for our church, our community, and beyond.

To God be the glory!

Orphtee Quarcoo
Rector’s Warden

Shalon Jeffers
Deputy People’s Warden

ERika Martin
Deputy Rector’s Warden



FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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Charitable Gifts
2024

$189
Thousand

Operating Expenses 
2024

$403
Thousand

Deficit
2024

$3
Thousand

Carried Over to
2025

$41
Thousand



AUDITOR’S REPORT
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REVENUE BY YEAR
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EXPENSE BY YEAR
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REVENUE BY CLASS
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EXPENSE BY CLASS
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ASSETS
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LIABILITIES
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EQUITY
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BUILDING FUND
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Notes:
 The security deposit received in 2023 and refunded in 20241.
 The “credit memo” = parking tickets issued in error2.
 “Church building improvements” = anti-hate grant3.
 “Church Equipment” = AV & WiFi funded by the CSRF grant4.
 “HST Rebate” is on the building improvements & equipment5.



As you see in the table below, St Stephen’s
issued charitable tax receipts to 243 individuals
for the 2024 tax year.

Of these 243 individuals, 56 (23%) accounted for
79% of the dollar value of donations. 

This is about the same concentration in giving as
in 2023. 

The next page shows the breakdown of giving by
category and further breaks down the “specific
project” category by specific project.

CHARITABLE GIVING
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Iris Linton
Envelope Secretary



TOTAL CHARITABLE GIVING

SPECIFIC PROJECTS
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The table above shows only the charitable giving
directed to each specific project. See the
appendix for complete details.



BUDGET 2025
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PARISH VS CHURCH
 Put simply, a parish is the community, while
the church is the infrastructure that supports
the community.

In this section, groups within the parish of St
Stephen Dowsview tell the story of their
experience with the church as the body of
Christ, and what they plan to do in 2024.
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ADVISORY BOARD
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Advisory Board members:

Patricia Castello 
Steve Clarke (July 2024) 
Fanella Hodge (Secretary)
Rev. Father Theadore Hunt 
Ebele Felix 
Emeka Ichoku (until May 2024)
Cynthia Ifekwem (until June 2024) 
Shalon Jeffers (Secretary) 
Constance Kendall
Ericka Martin 
Nadeen Murray (Chair) 
Cheryl Prescod
George Quarcoo (Chair) 
Orphtee Quarcoo (Secretary) 
Bosun Williams

Meeting Dates:

Saturday, April 13, 2024 
Saturday, May 18, 2024 
Saturday, July 13, 2024
Saturday, September 14, 2024 
Saturday, November 9, 2024 
Saturday, December 14, 2024

Meeting Format:

Meetings were held virtually through Zoom from approximately 10 A.M. to 
12:00 P.M. and were led by the Chair, with minutes recorded by the
secretary. Prior to each meeting, advisory board members were provided 
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with the relevant material including minutes from the previous meeting and
financial statements to help members come prepared with questions and
concerns for discussion and reflection. Each meeting began and ended with
a prayer.

Events Highlights:

70th Anniversary Service 
Walk-a-thon 
Bus Trip – Sight and Sound Theatre
Evening of Elegance Mission Services

Throughout the year, advisory board members:
Shared ideas for increasing the church’s visibility and ongoing
engagement with the youth and young adults
Advised on maintenance of the rectory and renovations
Made recommendations on remodeling of the parish hall
Provided suggestions for 70th Anniversary events and initiatives
Reviewed quotations for various capital projects and shared insights on
prioritization
Suggested creative ways for general fundraising, drawing in new
parishioners, and unique ways to minister to parishioners; particularly,
the youth and young adults
Made recommendations for the presentation of financials to Vestry and
financial considerations for the 2025 budget

Thank you to all the members of the 2024 Advisory Board who gave their
time to support the church’s ministry.

Orphtee Quarcoo
Secretary



SAINT’S CAFE
Saint’s Café is continuing to be a vital service
in our community and is expanding with the
influx of refugees and Asylum seekers.

With help from our partners, we are able to
meet the growing demands for groceries, hot
meals and other requests.
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Saint’s Café is continuing to be a vital service in our community and is
expanding with the influx of refugees and Asylum seekers.

With help from our partners, we are able to meet the growing demands for
groceries, hot meals and other requests.

In November, we hosted another successful Community event which was
well received by our guests from the congregation as well as community
members.
Thanks to our volunteers, neighbors and some Saint's Café clients, we had
a bountiful harvest from Violet’s Garden this summer. Many of our clients
have benefited and enjoyed the produce from this venture. Luke 10:2 He
told them, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.

BCCHC also visited us during our program with their Mobile Clinic and it
was well received by our patrons and volunteers.

In 2025, we anticipate the request for hot meals and groceries will increase
due to food insecurities and growing. Every week we are faced with new
clients requesting meals and groceries, friends bringing friends.
Currently we are exceeding capacity and our kitchen facility can only
accommodate so much.



Our wish for 2024 is to have improved kitchen space and equipment in
order to meet the increased demand for our service.

We also need a dedicated chef who can prepare meals to accommodate
the anticipated increase in meals.

Our continued success will not be possible without the following groups
and individuals:

● Black Creek Community Health Centre
● North York Harvest
● USecond Harvest
● Thornhill African Canadian Association & Roy Sinclair
● Pat who delivers bread and other items.

Last but not least, our very important and dedicated group of
volunteers. We love and appreciate you dearly, words cannot express
what your commitment mean to us.
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Patricia Castello
Saints Cafe Coordinator



COUNTERS REPORT
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:21).

Summary

In teams of two or three, the counters count the weekly offertories and 
prepare the bank depositions while the Wardens track and account for
donations made through e-transfers.

Counters’ Responsibilities

Weekly, the counters:
Count the offertory
Enter financial information into counting software and relevant
spreadsheet(s), ensuring that the deposit amount is accurately
reported and consistent with the total appearing in the spreadsheet(s)
Organize and place offertory envelopes and deposit information in the
Envelope Secretary’s mailbox for entry and reconciliation in the
appropriate accounting software
Prepare weekly bank deposit envelope(s) and deposit accordingly

The 2024 counting team consisted of:
Winsom Bennett
Fanella Hodge
Iris Linton
Janet Morrissey
Nadeen Murray
Orphtee Quarcoo
Angela Whyte

Thank You

A sincere thank you to all the counters for your time, hard work, 
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dedication, and patience!

Future Counters

Interested in joining a supportive and fun group of counters? Volunteers 
are always welcomed, and training is provided. 

Please speak with the counting coordinator, Orphtee, if you would like to be
a part of this important ministry within our church.

Orphtee Quarcoo
Secretary



MEN OF ST
STEPHEN (MOSS)
James 1: 2-3
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet
trials of various kinds, for you know that the
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

 The ministry of the men will contribute
continuously to the development of the church
and this parish. This ministry is executed
through corporate worship, Christian
education, outreach, fellowship and support for
the youth.

Aim and Purpose
The Men of St Stephen shall be a brotherhood
of Christian men, united in supporting and
strengthening the community of The Church of
St. Stephen, Downsview, through positive work
and leadership.

The Men of St Stephen will seek to:
-build up together our life in Christ and 
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promote fellowship among Christian men through, prayer, worship,
service and special projects -promote the welfare of the community by
assisting in the ongoing development work in the church and wider
community -help in the maintenance and upkeep of the Church’s
property -support joint activities sponsored by the Church at Parochial,
Deanery, Area, and Diocesan levels, as well as providing a means for
communicating information among males in the Church. 

We encourage members to continue to support us by paying their dues.
This will allow us to have enough funds to cover the costs for the high
school graduate financial gifts and other initiatives.

President: Allan Austin
Vice President: vacant
Secretary: Alwyn Murray
Treasurer: Ezekiel Ekeh

Accomplishments:
The Men of St Stephen put on the very popular Mother’s Day celebration
this year. With all generations of men coming together, we were able to
put on a very enjoyable event for the ladies filled with good food, prizes
and entertainment. No other event brings the men together more than
this one and it is always our absolute pleasure to do so.

This year, we were able to honour the 2023 and 2024 high school 
graduates with a cheque for $120 and a certificate recognizing their
accomplishment. 

The following graduates were honoured:

2023 2024
Aliyah Sealy Chimdi During
Chicka Ekeh Matthew Austin
Elijah Jeffries-Hunter Meleah George
Ethan McCalla
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During the Christmas season, the men’s group tries to help out when we
can. This year, we donated $100 to the Angel Tree Network and $300 to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Both initiatives were in great need and
this time of year it’s good to be able to help out in some small way.

Next Steps
We will be honouring the ladies in the church as we plan to put on
another Mother’s Day celebration this year. It is our pleasure to do this
for the ladies and it always brings the men together.

As we have done in the past, we will be honouring the high school
graduates of 2025 with their graduation gift. We remain committed to
supporting these graduates as they go onto their post-graduation
studies and all the youth in general.

This past year, a representative from St Hilda’s mens group reached out
to us to discuss possibly doing some joint fellowship ventures. We
weren’t able to pursue it last year; we will try to do that this year.

We hope to gather together as a group this coming year. If any of the
men in the church wishes to join the group, please reach out to Allan
Austin (ninja5050@yahoo.com) or Alwyn Murray
(anmurray246@gmail.com) to be added to our contact list.

We encourage all of our members to reach out to each other and pray
for each other. We should continue to reach out to the wider
congregation in the church and pray for each other’s health and
wellness! 

In conclusion, I thank the other members of the executive for their
continued support in helping to guide the group. 
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It was with great thanksgiving, excitement and
enthusiasm that the Women of Stephen
stepped out in faith and started making plans
to resume all our activities which had been
suspended because of Covid. We, as a Church
family, had been pretty much under the radar
since we emerged from the throes of that
deadly pandemic. This would be our first event
in years, and, having lost some of our members 

WOMEN OF ST
STEPHEN (WOSS)
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to other congregations, it was quite a challenge. 
However, with the help of God, we persevered and were able to pick up
where we left off and successfully arranged not only our Annual
Conference in May, but also our annual celebration for Fathers' Day in
June and the Seniors' Luncheon in December.

As it stands right now, we are not anywhere near where we were before
numerically, however, with the grace of God we will get to where He
wants us to be at the appointed time. 

Last year's Conference was a resounding success, we had a total of 53
women in attendance and even though we had a major glitch at the 
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beginning, however, with the help of God, we were able to end the day in
a very good place. This reflection provides me with a perfect segue; our
last conference was the final time most of us had an opportunity to
interact with one of our seniors, Miss Joyce Lodge, (the mother of
Natasha RoseGreen). She died peacefully at home on Monday November
4th, 2024. May her soul rest in God's perpetual peace.

We have tentatively penciled in this year's WOSS Conference for
Saturday May 3rd, 2025 @ 9:30am. As soon as Dr. Elaine Brown Spencer
confirms her availability for this date, we will start doing whatever is
necessary to put everything in place to make this another phenomenal
event. In the meantime, I would like to encourage those of us who have
not yet paid our dues for this year to do so as soon as possible. Please
note that our dues will remain at $60.
 
One of our former Sunday School Superintendents - Frances Greenidge
Asiedu, returned as one of our keynote speakers. It was a phenomenal
presentation, and she was very well received. As is always the norm,
there was the usual outpouring of emotions and love as we got up close
and personal with Dr. Elaine Brown Spencer before the day came to a
close.

Last year's Fathers' Day Celebration was a subtle reminder to us that we
were left with a huge void as too many of our men were missing for many
different reasons. Some had moved on to other congregations, others
had moved out of the city, others were sick in hospitals or moved into
nursing homes, while others had transitioned to a place of quiet rest.
Many of us were experiencing a feeling of emptiness, everything kept
reminding us of better times when we were all together, but this is life as
we know it. They are no longer with us but thanks be to God we took
every opportunity to show them how much we loved, respected, and
appreciated them during those precious years that God kept us all
together. 

It goes without saying that time heals all wounds, but for us, it will take
some time for us to come to grips with the staggering number of men
who are no longer in our midst, but to God be the glory we have some
very precious memories.
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Our annual Seniors' Christmas Luncheon continues to be a huge success
and last year was no exception. Last year a festive and energetic team of
women led by Fanella Hodge, came together and put on a most
delightful celebration for our Seniors. The food was a variety of
sumptuous Christmas favourites and was very well received. 
The ambiance was exhilarating - a mixture of delightful chatter and
laughter over the background of festive music. There were prizes and
surprises, and I would be remiss if I did not mention the musical
renditions and Bible Quiz led by Kanier Hodge who is our beloved
balladeer.. Thank you Kanier! 

Thanks to all the women who continue to work tirelessly every year, this
is always the event that brings the curtain down on our yearly activities,
fittingly, it also gives us an opportunity to spend some quality time with
some of our Seniors. 
 We give God thanks that there are quite a few of them that are still able
to be up and about.

This new year is already in the second month, it is never too late to ask
God to continue to direct and inspire us as we prepare to continue our
labor with love in peace and unity in this brand new year. My prayer is
that we will be able to meet as a group sooner rather than later and
formulate the changes we need to make going forward. We have been
blessed with new people who have expressed interest in what we do as a
group and others who have demonstrated that they are passionate
about what we do, and are willing to be incorporated in this group as we
work together in this community of faith.

The same God who brought us together in this Church from all corners
of this earth, will continue to use us as He sees fit, protect us from all
harm and danger and preserve us all for years to come. Happy New Year
everyone, nothing is impossible when we put our trust in God.

God bless you all!

Bev Brown
President, Women of St. Stephen



Our Tuesday evening gatherings in 2024 were
uplifting, enlightening and inspiring. We
resumed in January right where we left off and
dove right into the book of Matthew Chapter
23. We made a significant change to our
original format, and, it turned out to be an
excellent decision. Thanks to our brother
Ezekiel Ekeh, we agreed to take it a bit slower
and read just one chapter each week. This gave 

TUESDAY PRAYERS &
DEVOTIONS
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us more time to go through more slowly, deliberately and methodically.

I report confidently and without the slightest hesitation that Tuesday
evenings have turned out to be a learning experience for all of us. Each
week we would read the designated chapter, then, we would go through
verse by verse and absorb the stories in batches as they are written.
This way, we were able to study each sequence of events as we read
through the account of Jesus' life as documented in the four gospels. It
is fascinating to see how each writer told the same story from different
angles.  Last year, our studies ended a bit prematurely as we had to
suspend our sessions to make way for the Advent Series which started
on November 26th and ended on December 17th.

We ended the year having read up to John Chapter 10. 

As a very dedicated group, we continue to pray for every situation that
arises in our midst. As born again believers, we are holding fast to the
promises of God who assured us that 'no weapon that is formed against
us shall prosper,' 'anything we ask He will do it' and, 'He will grant us the
secret desires of our hearts.' The results have been astounding, so many
testimonies have poured in but, we give the glory to God as without Him
we can do absolutely nothing.
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I consider myself truly blessed to be a part of such a dedicated,
dependable and loving group of people, and to spend some real quality
time together as we bask in the holy presence of God. I have come to
realise that when we study the scriptures, we get a glimpse of who we
are in Christ, and gradually, we begin to figure out our purpose in this
life. Thank you Lord!

Last year we welcomed Marjorie Gregory and Lorna Higgins into our
prayer circle, we thank God for them as they join us on this remarkable
journey and I pray for God's grace as we endeavour to maintain our
momentum. 

Our members who were on the journey at some point last year were:
Ezekiel Ekeh
Marjorie Gregory
Charesse Henriques
Lorna Higgins
Margaret Hurdle
Norma Hutchinson
Rhona McColman
Margaret Quarcoo
Cecil Romain
Beverley Ross
Sashana Tracey
Irene Garnett

Our commitment to our Church family as we give thanks to God for the
authority he has given to us, is that we will remain in the gap and
continue to intercede for every person who is sick, for all those who are
elderly and not able to help themselves, those in pain and discomfort,
those who are in need, those who are in some degree of bondage, those
who are suffering from satanic attacks and those whose faith is
wavering.

Prayer knows no distance and has no boundaries, we will never give up,
we will stand on the promises of God and release our faith as we to call
upon him in expectancy and believe Him for our healing. 
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Have a blessed and rewarding 2025, may God in his infinite mercy
enable us all to thrive in 2025 and grant us the secret desires of our
hearts. 

We believe that Jesus is the holy son of God, we believe He died so that
we may live, we believe He rose again from the dead and is now seated
on the right hand of His Father making intercessions for us, this is what
we believe.

God bless you all!

Bev Brown
Bev Brown, Coordinator



A year-round commitment of parish volunteers
whose ministry is to care for the parish's altar,
vestments, vessels and altar linens. Also
responsible for preparing the altar for holy
communion, baptism, wedding, and funeral.
Their work includes setting the altar before and
after each service, changing and cleaning
linens, as needed, making sure the sacristy is
stocked with wafers, wine and other
necessities, and filling the butane candles for
each service. Other responsibilities include
changing the hanging and decorating the
church for Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

This past Fall, we had a parish clean-up day for
the sanctuary. Members and other members of
the congregation worked and fellowshipped
together. It was a great day well spent. I want
to take the time to thank all members of the
Altar Guild, Christine, Jeanette, and Cicely, for
your dedicated time week after week. Special 

ALTAR GUILD
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thanks to Bev Brown, Janet M, Roslyn, Natasha and Allan, Rita, Angela,
Patrica, Lorna, Fanella, and Margaret H. Altar Guild is a quiet,
contemplative and rewarding ministry. Members of the current Altar
Guild invite all interested parties to join us in this ministry. Gracious God,
bless your church and all who minister at the altar and care for sacred
vessels and linens. Give us an awareness of beauty and mindfulness in
holy places to enable others to worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

Wendy Cottle
Altar Guild Coordinator



At CSSD children and youth ministry has always been an important
ministry. Children grow up in the Church and develop strong bonds with
each other that they continue into adulthood. We may not see them
weekly or as often as we would like, but the bond to the Church is never
broken.

During the pandemic we pivoted to online Sunday School which was well
attended. It has been a couple of years since we resume in-person Sunday
School. While we do not have the same in-person participation as we did
online, we continue to meet and have fun. If we happen to miss a Sunday,
it warms my heart to hear the children ask why we did not have Sunday
School.

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old, they will not turn from it." (Proverbs 22:6)

In the Bible, God tells us that children are a
blessing and a gift! Their spirits are filled with
innocence, joy, and laughter. Jesus tells us to
be like children and to come to Him full of faith
and trust

SUNDAY SCHOOL
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In 2024 we started with an average of 8 to 10 children each week,
however a couple of our beloved families, for varied reasons, no longer
attend which resulted in our attendance decreasing to 3 to 6 per week.

Despite the decrease in attendance, we continue to learn about Jesus
through Bible stories, song, games, and crafts. Our lessons focused on
the Gospel reading each Sunday. The children are provided with weekly
bulletins that can be taken home to finish activities or share with their
family members.

Like other CSSD ministries, the Sunday School ministry struggles to
obtain and retain volunteers. Currently those assisting with Sunday
School have been doing so for the past 10+ years. Special thank you to
Wendy Cottle who this year joined our team to help as she is able given
her multi-ministry involvement. Ongoing love and appreciation to Allan
and Natasha Austin who can always be counted on to teach and assist
where needed from year to year.

I have been involved with Sunday School at CSSD for over 25 years and I
am looking forward to collaborating with the Corporation to obtain
hardware and software to evolve Sunday School to a hybrid platform. In
addition, it is my hope to one day soon transition the coordination and
management of CSSD Sunday School to someone who loves and is as
committed to it as I am. Until then we will continue to meet and teach
our children about the love of Jesus.

To God Be The Glory!

Fanella Hodge
Sunday School

Coordinator
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APPENDICES
These appendices  contain details that support
the corporation report

Parish Stats
Project Reports

and sections that support the Vestry meeting
2024 Calendar of Events
Minutes of Vestry 2023
Agenda Vestry 2024.

The Agenda is last in case you want to detach
and reference both the agenda and the Vestry
Report during the 2024 Meeting of Vestry.
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STATISTICS

What we do...
Sunday Worship, in-person at 9AM & 11AM
Livestream the 11AM service
Extract the sermon from the livestream and
post as a “podcast” on YouTube
Extract four, one-minute clips from the
sermon and post on TikTok, YouTube,
Facebook, and Instagram.
Each video includes our website address as
either the text or a QR code
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Snapshot...

How we measure what we do...
Ushers count the number of people present at each worship service
YouTube, TikTok, Facebook, and Instagram count the number of
times each video is viewed
Our website tracks the number of distinct users who visit and which
pages they view.

So what?
We have been able to break-even financially because enough
parishioners who cannot attend every week have remained engaged
with the church.

1.

People online are paying attention to what we post.2.
If we were to organize “meet-and-greet” events for online worship
participants to meet each other, and our parishioners, in-person...
and... we assign “web greeters” to greet online worshipers in
YouTube chat and invite them, personally, to our meet-and-greet
events... five to ten guests would probably come to each meet-and-
greet event. 

3.



STATISTICS

WHAT WE COUNT
Ushers count the people in-person at each
worship service, 9AM and 11AM
YouTube counts the views for each video
Zoom counts the number of participants in
each Zoom call

As a reasonableness check, we track:
The trend to charitable giving ($)
The number of newsletters opened 
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Worship Participation

ANALYSIS: 
GOOD: Online & In-person participation in worship is stable, with both
showing the same number of people over time
GOOD: Some people, who had attended St Stephens in the past, but
cannot now attend in-person every week, are using online to stay
connected with St Stephens
BAD: Few online participants who have never attended in person, start
attending in-person.



STATISTICS

On YouTube, each week, we post...
The worship service livestream & replay
The sermon as a video blog
Four, one minute clips from the sermon

On TikTok, each week, we post...
Four, one minute clips from the sermon

As you see in the charts below, we get
thousands of the views.
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TikTok & YouTube



STATISTICS

We also post the four, one minute, clips from
each weekly worship service to Facebook and
Instagram.

As you see in the graph below, Facebook
(which also owns Instagram) changed their
algorithm in November.

We have changed the service we use to post
videos to Facebook and Instagram and will
watch to see if we see an improvement in vew
count.
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STATISTICS

The website statistics you will see on the next
page corroborate the story told by the
YouTube and TikTok statistics.

Each video we post has our website address as
an image at the top of the screen.

The website statistics report that most of the
people who come to our site for the first time
have either typed the address into the address
bar of their browser or searched for
“StStephenDownsview”. 

This shows people are (1) actually watching
the videos, and (2) taking note of the website
address and looking for more information.

No surprise, the most popular page is the
announcements. 

Note that the second most popular pages are
pages about who we are. The photos in this
report come from those page... so... the photos
matter and YOU matter to people who are
seeking a relationship with church.
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STATISTICS
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Web Site



BAPTISM
2024-09-15 Cataleya .S. Charles-Aruoaye
                      Alero Benedicta Amedu
                      Caleb Maleek Fullah
2024-11-03 Austin Davey
                      Amelia Davey
FUNERAL
2024-04-27 Courtney Bolden
2024-05-03 Alton Ballantyne
2024-06-15 Oscar Grey
2024-06-22 Annette Williams
2024-07-06 Leopold Austin
2024-11-04 Joyce Lodge

STATISTICS
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The reports below show all income for each project, non-
charitable and grants as well as charitable giving, and matches
the expenses for each project to the revenues.

Ending Balances

Project surpluses do NOT carry over to 2025, unless, you see
the following entry:

45110 - Deposit Gifts to use later

This is a requirement of the Income Tax Act: Funds for which we
issue tax receipts must be used for charitable purposes and
cannot be allowed to accumulate. Projects that straddle the
fiscal year are an exception, but only for one year-end. 

The CRA also tolerates an exception for projects interrupted by
COVID (this applies to MOSS and WOSS) but expects the
balance carried over to decline year-to-year and eventually
reach zero. 

SPECIFIC PROJECTS
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Property Improvement
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Community Service Recovery Fund (CSRF)

The Community Services Recovery Fund (CSRF) was a one-time grant
from the Government of Canada, administered by the Unity Way, to
support charities and non-profits as they focus on how to adapt their
organizations for pandemic recovery. 

The “focus” has three areas, of which applicants must choose one:
Focus Area A: Investing in people
Focus Area B: Investing in systems and processes
Focus Area C: Investing in program and service innovation and
redesign

Project expenditures must adhere to the scope outlined below;
improvements to the church property and rectory are ineligible, and
we will have to report project progress to the United Way. See the PDF
on eligible and ineligible costs for details. 

Our COVID experience taught us that we need to blend online and in-
person to reach and serve our community for worship and community
service. “Program delivery redesign” (Area C), aims to increase the
comfort level of our pool of potential volunteers with new tech and
methods, and reduce our cost by aligning our tech and processes with
our current and future needs.

The CSRF project completed June 2024. If you sum the balances on
the previous page, you will notice that the total cost to St Stephen’s
was $145.

https://communityfoundations.ca/CSRF-QC-Eligible-Costing-Guidelines/
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Church Events & Programs
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2025 EVENTS
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March
02: Sexual Misconduct Training
04: Shrove Tuesday Pre-Lenten Event
05: Ash Wednesday - 40 Days of Giving Begins
07: “Stations of the Cross” 6:30PM
08: World Day of Prayer
12: Lenten Reflections (Wednesdays in Lent 5:30PM)
30: Youth Sunday

April
11: “Stations of the Cross” devotion ends
12: Parish Spring Clean-up Day
13: Palm Sunday
16: Lenten Evening Reflections End
17: Maundy Thursday
18: Good Friday & Fish Fry (Fundraiser) 
19: Holy Saturday / 40 Days of Giving Ends
20: Easter Sunday / Bake Sale
26: Newcomers Social Event
27: Launch Talents Fundraiser / Sierra Leon Day

May
03: WOSS Women’s Conference 9:30AM
11: MOSS Mothers’ Day Celebration
17: Spring Bowl-a-thon
25: Guyanna / Anguilla (May 30)

June
01: Ascension Sunday
08: Day of Pentecost / Holy Baptism
15: Trinity Sunday / WOSS Fathers’ Day Celebration
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July
01: Canada Day
06: Begin Single, 10:00 a.m. service
13: Parish Open Air Service & BBQ

August
03: Jamaica Day
31: Youth Sunday / Trinidad & Tabago Day

September
07: Blessing of the Backpacks / Bake Sale
14: Resume 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services
20: Walk-a-thon
21: Back-to-Church Sunday / BBQ & Jumping Castle

November
02: All Saints Sunday (baptism)
09: Rememberance Day
15: Fall Bowl-a-thon
16: Legacy Giving Sunday / Talents Fundraiser Ends
22: Community Dinner
30: 1st Day of Advent / Youth Sunday / Barbados Day

22: “Class of 2025” Graduates Celebration 
29: Pre-Summer Event to thank volunteers

October
01: Nigeria Day
05: Uganda Day
11: In-person event for online participants
12: Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday
19: Zambia Day
26: Service of Blessing for New Marriages
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January
04: The Epiphany of the Lord (transferred)
11:  The Baptism of the Lord (& Holy Baptism)

February
01: The Presentation of the Lord (& Holy Baptism)
15: Annual Vestry Meeting 11AM
17: Shrove Tuesday, Pre-Lenten Event
18: Ash Wednesday - 40 Days of Giving (Lenten
Fundraiser) Begins
20: Stations of the Cross, Fridays during Lent, 6:30PM
25: Lenten Evening Reflections, Wednesdays during
Lent, 5:30PM

December
06: Seniors’ Lunch (WOSS)
07: 2nd Sunday in Advent
14: 3rd Sunday in Advent
19: Service in Memory of the Faithful Departed
21: 4th Sunday in Advent / Children’s Christmas Pageant
24: Christmas Eve Service 10:00PM (Wednesday)
25: Christmas Day Service 10:00AM (Thursday)
28: 1st Sunday After Christmas
31: New Year’s Eve Service 10:00PM (Wednesday)



The 2024 Vestry Meeting commenced at 12:49 p.m. with a prayer led by
Fr. Hunt followed by a welcome and call to order.

Appointment of Vestry Clerk

MOTION to appoint Fanella Hodge as Vestry Clerk moved by Orphtee
Quarcoo, seconded by Nadeen Murray. The Motion was CARRIED.

MOTION TO APPOINT Janet Morrissey as scrutineer moved by Orphtee
Quarcoo, seconded by Foster Odlum. The Motion was CARRIED.

Approval of the Agenda

Amendment made by Fr. Hunt to separate Approval of the Agenda and
Minutes to Approval of Agenda. The adoption of the minutes of meeting
from the 2024 vestry will be following the motion for time to adjourn.

MOTION to approve the agenda for today’s meeting, as amended, moved
by Emeka Ichoku, seconded by Pauline Stewart. The Motion was
CARRIED.

MINUTES 2024
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Sun Mar 10, 2024, 2259 Jane St, North York

Meeting Notes

Theadore Hunt (Chairperson), Fanella Hodge (Vestry 
Clerk), Shalon Jeffers, Orphtee Quarcoo, Beverley Brown, Constance Kendall,
Foster Odlum, Maraval Odlum, Allan Austin, Arielle Prescod, Bosun Williams,
David During, Emeka Ichoku, Stephanie Ichoku, Nicole DaCosta, Lucille
DaCosta, Norman DaCosta, George Quarcoo, Greg Watson, Janet Morrissey,
Patricia Costello, Myrna Blair, Lanre Williams, Iris Linton, Irene Garnette,
Ericka Martin, Nadeen Murray, Winsom Bennett, Angela Whyte, Steve Clark.

Attendees



Approval of the Agenda

Amendment made by Fr. Hunt to separate Approval of the Agenda and
Minutes to Approval of Agenda. The adoption of the minutes of meeting
from the 2024 vestry will be following the motion for time to adjourn.

MOTION to approve the agenda for today’s meeting, as amended, moved
by Emeka Ichoku, seconded by Pauline Stewart. The Motion was
CARRIED.

MOTION FOR Time of Adjournment

MOTION to adjourn the 2024 Vestry Meeting at 2:00 p.m., with the
opportunity to change or extend, if necessary, moved by Beverly Brown,
seconded by Nadeen Murray.

Motion to Adopt Minutes of 2023 Vestry

Amendments/Deletions/Corrections

Check spelling of Fr. Hunt’s name.

MOTION to adopt the Minutes of Vestry Meeting held on February 25,
2023, as presented, moved by Irene Garnette, seconded by Angela
Whyte. The Motion was CARRIED.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Fr. Hunt proceeded to thank Nadeen for being the 2023 Vestry Clerk and
for the great job producing the minutes as well as all her work at St.
Stephen, Downsview.

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

Ballot to Elect Vestry Officers

Ballots were distributed by the scrutineer to those eligible to vote.
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To be eligible you must have been present at a minimum of three
services for the year, one being the Easter service.

Nominations
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Fr. Hunt expressed his gratitude to Ericka Martin for the service she has
given in the role as Deputy People’s Warden. 

Fr. Hunt will also appoint three Advisory Board Members At Large.
Iris Linton will be taking a step back from the role of Envelope Secretary,
a role that she has held for many years. Iris has committed to training the
person or persons who step into the role. Fr. Hunt provided a quick
overview of the position prior to asking for nominees from the floor. 
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Fr. Hunt provided a brief explanation of the role of the Parochial Tribunal.

Corporate Reports

Incumbents Report

Highlights of the Incumbent’s report are as follows:

Fr. Hunt indicated it has been a year of growth. We have had many new
friends, locally and internationally, that have joined us weekly for worship 
and other services either in person or via live stream. There has also been
a steady return to ministries, in particular several new young servers who
are currently preparing for Easter. Thankful for the 40 days of giving to
make our Easter celebration a grand one.

Fr. Hunt also shared his pleasure with the steady support from the
Corporation and the Advisory Board throughout the past year, in front
and behind the scenes. Gratitude was also given to Canon Peter for his
service by stepping in on the Sundays when the Rector was away.
Acknowledgement to Bev, Connie and Emeka for their support of leading
services and morning prayer last Summer.

We continue to offer online services and amenities, morning prayer, mid-
week prayer and bible study groups. We are open to other opportunities
to meet virtually.

Fr. Hunt flagged the work of the Saints Café. The program is currently at,
if not over, capacity. There is a lot of work to be done and volunteers are
always needed. One year ago, we set out to hire a volunteer coordinator
to alleviate some pressure for our coordinator, but that did not
materialize. We continue to move forward but recognize that structural
changes (kitchen capacity) and volunteer resources are required.
Members are encouraged to read the Wardens report for an update
regarding the Rectory. A loan hasn’t been secured to renovate the
property, but we have been working to make sure the property does not
deteriorate. In addition to regular site visits, the Wardens have procured
the following updates: a new water heater and furnace were installed, and 
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locks were changed. We remain hopeful that we can approach another
lender to secure a loan for the renovation. 

Because the Rectory is currently vacant, we have been flagged for the
vacant home tax. While we will see if there is anything we can do to
reverse this decision, it impresses upon us that we need to do all we can
to move this project along. 

There have been stringent efforts by the Corporation to connect with the
Downsview Youth Covenant (DYC) regarding their status as we have not
received any lease payments for a while. As stewards of this property, we
have determined not to renew the lease agreement with DYC and will
have to find new tenants. We recognize the important work of the DYC,
and the Corporation has decided that when the DYC is able to return as
paying tenants, we will extend that privilege to them.

Property improvements at the Church include replacing lights with new
LED lights, new motion detector, smoke alarms, aluminium gutters and
downspouts as our copper downspouts were stolen. We are grateful to
Foster Odlum and his contact who helped us to replace the side door. We
appreciate the donation as we only had to pay for the hardware.
As a tribute to our late sister Violet, the flower beds have been built and
ready for the Spring. 

As part of our 70th anniversary celebrations, we have identified the
following projects for the coming year: property perimeter fencing, new
accessible deck, parking lot resealing and restriping.

The following questions or comments were received from the floor:

Allan Austin: Regarding DYC it hurts my heart to hear this is what it
has come to. DYC has supplies and furniture, what will happen to
those things? 

As per the lease they are given time to remove any equipment and
supplies they have on site. The move can be coordinated with our
office.
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Maraval Odlum: Saints Café has reached capacity, what is capacity
and what happens next?

There are new patrons coming every week. We have reached the
limits what we can accommodate. Unless we can get more
volunteers and an updated kitchen, we may get to a point where
we won’t accept any further new patrons. 

Patricia Adams: We don’t want to turn anyone away. The main
challenge is to get the kitchen renovated. The renovated kitchen
should include larger sinks, proper stoves, and industrial equipment.
There is also a need for a regular chef. 

Beverly Brown: Can we get help from the Diocese or Black Creek
Community Centre? Consider changing how we distribute e.g., only
one meal per person, can only collect for yourself. 

These are all very real concerns. Last year architect helped us to
understand distinction between calling it a kitchen and an
industrial space. It is a big undertaking to install industrial
equipment at a basement level. We will have to revisit building
code, fire capacity etc. Such a renovation will cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars. Is this the direction we want to go in or
something simpler? If it is the will of the Vestry, we can
investigate to see what it might cost us. This will be a significant
undertaking.

Ebele Felix: Suggestion that we explore what grants are available to
us. Investigate how other churches/organizations have organized
such projects.

Fr. Hunt invited question or comments regarding the remaining reports
found on pages 12-20 and 28-30.

CSRF Grant

Greg Watson, the Parish Administrator, provided an update regarding the
Community Services Recovery Fund (CSRF) grant. This is a grant from
the federal government that is administered by the United Way. 
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The purpose of the grant is to regularize lessons learned from the
pandemic. The grant was used to improve our live stream, cameras in the
front and side of the Church, a new sound system and a new envelope
software. Greg shared highlights of the report including attendance stats
and plans to launch a spiritual renewal. Fr. Hunt thanked Greg and
encouraged everyone to read the report if they haven’t already.

2023 Financial Reports

Bosun Williams, Treasurer, presented the 2023 financial statements and
the 2024 budget. Fr. Hunt provided the following notes/points of
clarification:

The auditor is still working on the audit but anticipate that it will not
change materially from what we have prepared so we can accept
financials as presented.
Although we are completing an audit, the Diocese has removed the
requirement of audit for parishes with an annual income under
$500,000.

Fr. Hunt thanked Bosun, Greg and Iris and everyone who assist us with
the financials.

MOTION to accept the financials statements of 2023 and the 2024
Budget, as presented, and to reappoint Janice Charko as auditor for the
year ended December 31, 2024, moved by Iris Linton, seconded by Irene
Garnett. The Motion was CARRIED.
 
Motion to Extend the Meeting

MOTION to amend the adjournment time of the 2024 Vestry Meeting
with a 30-minute extension from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., moved by Emeka
Ichoku, seconded by Nadeen Murray. The Motion was CARRIED.

Other Business

Fr. Hunt reminded us of Greg’s presentation and his reference to a
season of spiritual renewal. You will hear more about this in the coming 
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weeks and months. Over the next two years the Diocese will engage in a
season of renewal. Parishes will be invited to engage in renewal of
participation in activities, prayer, worship, study of scripture and most
importantly in sharing our witness with those who may not know. We are
hopeful it will be a season that will draw all of us in. We need to begin to
think about what it is that we can do at St. Stephen, Downsview to
develop those practices that develop renewal in this community.

The Scrutineer, Janet Morrissey, provided the results of the election of
the Lay Representative to Synod. George Quarcoo was elected.

The meeting adjourned at 2:11 p.m. with a prayer led by Fr. Hunt.

Prepared by: 

Fanella Hodge, 
Vestry Clerk

Fanella Hodge



Opening Prayer

Confirm Nominations
Distribute Ballots
Collect Completed Balots

Ballot to Elect Vestry Officers

Incumbent’s Report to Vestry

2024 Financial Reports
Envelope Secretary’s Report
2025 Budget
Motion to accept Corporation Reports

Corporation Reports

Wardens’ Report to Vestry

Appointment of Vestry Clerk & Scrutineer

Motion to Adopt Agenda

Announce Ballot Results
Install 2024 Vestry Officers
Motion to Destroy the Ballots

Appoint 2024 Vestry Officers

Advisory Board Report

Parochial Organizations’ Reports

Other Business

Adjournment

Motion to adopt 10-Mar-2024 Vestry Minutes

2025 VESTRY AGENDA

Page 77

Motion for Time of Adjournment

Housekeeping Notes


