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Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 

All in One 2026 Directory– We have mailed out the 2026 All in One Directory. 

Membership Pins- 25 year & 50 year membership pins were mailed out to recipients. Co. Secretaries be 

sure to acknowledge your pin recipient members at your next official visit. 

Scholarships– The 2026 scholarship applications are now open and available on the PFSA website at 

www.mypfsa.org. If you're a member age16-18, be sure to check it out and don’t miss this opportunity! 

Membership Roster– Attention Council Secretaries! 2026 Membership Rosters have been mailed out. 

Official Visits– 2025-2026 Official Visit Response Form. THANK YOU to all Council  Secretaries who have 

submitted your Official Visit invitation to the Home Office. Councils with upcoming official visits please 

email your invitation to publishing@mypfsa.org and Supreme Presidents at least one month in advance. 

Newsletter Publications - PFSA is excited to include birthday and flyers in the newsletter. Please submit 

your NEW 2026 pictures, documents and information by the 15th of each month. Email them to         

publishing@mypfsa.org. 

2026 Festa Schedule- Please fill out the Festa Schedule Form located in this publication or find the easy, 

fillable version, on our website mypfsa.org under publications. We would like to include as many festas 

as possible in our upcoming Festa Schedule this Spring.  

Payments- Any checks that remain outstanding for more than 180 days (6mo) will be voided. If you 

have an outstanding check, please deposit or cash it as soon as possible.  

Award Nominations- Fraternalists of the Year and Portuguese Community Service Award Nominations 

are open for 2026. Please see forms at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to spread the word  

About PFSA Scholarships and Education 

Savings plans 
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Monthly Challenges 

Co. 5/36 Hayward 1 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman 2 

Co. 12 Oakland 1 

Co. 13 Tracy 1 

Co. 26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 5 

Co. 31 El Nido 1 

Co. 44 San Jose 6 

Co. 69 Manteca 2 

Co. 76 Artesia 2 

Co. 90 Salinas 2 

Co. 98 Ferndale 1 

Co. 100  Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 17 

Co. 118 Elk Grove 1 

Co. 140 Cayucos 1 

New Members 
Upcoming Events 

February 

• 2/7– Hayward Matanca do Porco 

dinner 

• 2/7– Co. 100 Casino Bus Trip 

• 2/22- Hayward 5/36 OV 

• 2/28– Co. 13 & YC 25 Casino Bus Trip 

March 

• 3/7– Wreath Ceremony                 

• 3/7- SJ Sharks Portuguese Game     

• 3/7- Noite De Conjuntos 

• 3/14– Co. 200 Casino Bus Trip 

• 3/15-  Co. 13 Tracy,                                                      

Co. 18 Stockton OV 

• 3/21– Co. 1 San Diego OV 

• 3/28– Co. 90 Salinas OV 

• 3/29– Co. 100 Bingo 

April 

• 4/11– Merced Golf Tournament 

• 4/18– PFSA Picnic 

• 4/19-  Co. 14 Mountain View, 

                 Co. 44 San Jose OV 

• 4/25– Love Cities Community        

Projects 
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Congratulations To The Newly sworn in Board Of Directors 

tor the 2026 Term 

Congratulations Angela Seamas and Suzie Lourenco 

for being sworn in as Ex-officio Directors of the Board. 

Congratulations Joseph Pinheiro for being sworn in as Director of the Board. 
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Happy Birthday to our Members born in February! 

Billy Gonzales 

Feb 2nd 

Agent/Accounting 
Clerk 

Joe Peterson 

Christopher Geston  

Feb 12th 

Nancy Cunha   

Feb 15th 

Leeanna Gerhart 

Feb 18th 

Jorgelina Inacio 

Feb 22nd 

Olivia Duffek 

Feb 22nd 

Leonardo Xavier 

Feb 23rd 

Agent 

Mathew Gonzales 

Feb 25th  
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Ted Pedrozo 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Dear Members of the Portuguese Fraternal Society of America, 

It is a great honor to accept the duty of Chairman of the Board of Directors. I extend my congratulations to our 

newly installed officers: Donald J. Costa, Supreme President; Miriam Work, Supreme 20-30’s President; and     

Joseph Reyes Jr., Supreme Youth President. With your long history of Fraternalism and determination, I am   

confident you will represent our great society with grace. I wish you the very best during your year of travel. 

I would like to congratulate Monique Vallance, newly elected Director of the Board, and Angela Seamas and 

Suzie Lourenco, newly appointed 20–30’s Ex-Officio Members of the Board. Your knowledge and strong      

foundation in fraternalism will greatly benefit our society as you serve on the Board of Directors. 

I want to thank Al Furtado and Stephanie Koch for their dedication and support to our society. They have 

brought us many years of knowledge. Their efforts ensure we continue to grow financially and fraternally. I 

can’t thank them enough for their mentoring and continued support. I wish them both the very best as they 

begin the next step in their journey.  

I want to take this time to thank John Camara for his dedication and support as past Chairman of the Board of 

Directors. He has done an amazing job guiding our team for the past two years.  John’s passion and support 

was demonstrated during many hours of discussion regarding the improvement of our society.  I know that he 

will continue to support us all as we move forward to build financial security and fraternalism   

I feel it is important that we support our youth and our 20s and 30s members. We need to build the foundation 

of our society and help it grow financially and fraternally.  I believe family is especially important. We must  

continue to teach youth the significance of family and heritage. My parents instilled in me faith and               

determination that will help me grow in knowledge and respect for our fraternal society. 

It is important that I share with you that the board, in its effort to continue to be fiscally responsible, has          

decided that starting with the 2027 Supreme Presidents’ year that all PFSA Conventions will be centralized and 

held in Modesto at the Double Tree. We feel that this decision is in the best interest of our fraternal society. 

Your Board of Directors is committed to assuring fiscal success.  I want to assure you that, as your board, we 

take our responsibility seriously to ensure that our Society continues to grow.  I am excited to work with the    

Fraternal Committee as they begin providing support to councils, reactivating inactive ones, and working 

closely with the Supreme Line Officers.  This very dedicated committee is confident that we will continue to 

grow with the commitment of both the Board of Directors and the Fraternal Committee.  

Members of PFSA, I assure you I have been mentored, supported, and guided by this responsibility. There will 

be times when I won't have all the answers. Still, I am willing to learn. Please feel free to reach out to me with 

questions or concerns. I am here to support all members of the Portuguese Fraternal Society of America. Safe 

travels to you all. 

Fraternally Yours, 

Ted A Pedrozo  

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 

PFSA members, officers, and friends, 

It is with extreme happiness and delight to continue being your supreme president for the term 2025-2026. 

My month of January was much enjoyable and ended with a “bang” (literally). 

On the 9th of January, I attended the “kick-off” sales meeting for 2026 held at the PFSA home office. We had many 

new things to learn and especially excited about our new interest rates on our policies we offer to the protentional 

members. 6.50% on our new annuities, IRA roll-overs (401k. etc.), Roth IRAs, traditional IRAs, over $10,000 deposit 

guaranteed for 1 year. Many other policies were discussed so we totally understand the limits. I was truly                 

appreciated the meeting and clarity. Also, $100 to $9,999 interest rate is guaranteed the first year at 6%. Contact 

your favorite agent to help explain and update your policy needs. Remember when you don’t have your            

beneficiary information updated, lot more details will need to be researched. Thank you sales staff leaded by      

Bernice and Susan for your direction and expertise. 

On the 10th of January, past supreme president, Gene Santos, attended the annual Cabrillo Civic Club convention 

in San Diego. Due to my official visit on the next day, I couldn’t attend and thank Gene for presenting our plaque to 

their state president, Brian Sampson. Congratulation to the newly installed state president, Sharon May, hope to see 

you on our travels. I truly wished I could have attended. 

On the 11th of January, I had the honor of attending the official visit of council #21 Los Banos/Dos Palos.                

Accompanied by past supreme president, Richard Castro. We arrived to Espana Mexican restaurant in Los Banos. 

We were welcomed by so many friends. The food was delicious and tasty. We had so many supreme officers, past 

and present in attendance. Board of director, Bob Bertao did an outstanding job as master of ceremonies for the 

afternoon. The supreme 20/30s and youth presidents gave an outstanding speeches. Mrs. Fatima Teixeira gave such 

a touching comment, which brought tears to our eyes after we heard our PFSA official hymn. Her comments         

included the importance of continue Portuguese traditions and culture at our official visits. Thank you Mrs. Teixeira for 

your personal comments. We learned of the illness of past supreme president Joe I Silva and wish him a quick     re-

covery. We also learned the passing of our honorary supreme officer, Jack Perry. Our love and prayers go to their 

families. 

Now the “bang” 

On the 12th of January, Richard and I was going to Santa Maria for the rosary of past supreme president, George 

Teixeira, when we were in a 9 car accident, 5 miles out of Santa Maria. I think the car was totaled. We were then 

transferred to an ambulance and taken to a beautiful hospital, Marion Catholic Hospital in Santa Maria, which I had 

5 stiches over my eye and Richard needed to stay overnight. We were lucky to have our saints guide us as it could 

have been much worse. However, we didn’t make any services both days, but thank our CEO Bernice and Susan, 

board member Joseph Pinheiro, grandson of George Teixeira, and wife Madi for the visit, help and support. We said 

our prayers for George,  

Please update your policies: PFSA, former societies, IDES, SES, UPEC, and UPPEC. 

Fraternally yours, 

Donald J. Costa 

PFSA supreme president 2025-2026              559-972-4693 

Northern California 
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Welcome 

Fraternal Committee 

 

They will help Reactivate Councils 

Increase Council Meeting Attendance 

Oversee Supreme Lines  

Among other duties. 

Stay tuned for more details. 

PFSA Past Supreme President, 

Gene Santos, attended the 

annual Cabrillo Civic Club 

convention in San Diego.  

Gene pictured here presenting 

the PFSA plaque to their State 

President Brian Sampson on 

behalf of Supreme President 

Don Costa. Congratulation to 

the newly installed State     

President, Sharon May 

Cabrillo Civic Club Convention 1/10/26 
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Council Secretaries:  Please also email Official Visit Flyers at least  

one month in advance to our Supreme Presidents and publishing: 

S. President, Donald Costa,   Donald.Costa@mypfsa.org 

20-30s S. President, Miriam Work,  miriam.pfsa15@gmail.com 

Youth S. President, Joseph Reyes,  joeyreyes2007@gmail.com 

      Publishing@mypfsa.org 

PFSA Named one of the Best Organizations of  2025! 

Thank you to the Portuguese Tribune for this 

great honor and we thank Jose Avila and 

Miguel Avila for their commitment to the 

Portuguese Community! 
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EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES Bring your friends and family 

and join PFSA! 

#HaveFun 

 

2026 Official Visits 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

108 Madera   

46 Tulare 9/12/2026 Testimonial 

66 Visalia   

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 9/26/2026  

26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 9/27/2026  

44 Youth President  10/18/2026 Testimonial 
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17 

 

Portuguese  

Immigrant  

Week  

 

March 

7—14 

Honoring our  

Portuguese  

Immigrants 

 

Join us in  

San Leandro 

San Jose & 

Newark 

Wreath Ceremony 

& Reception, San Leandro 

 

11am Wreath Ceremony   

Root Park, San Leandro 

 
12 pm Reception 

San Leandro Band Hall, 

San Leandro 

Portuguese Immigrant Week 2026 Kickoff 

Saturday, March 7.   

Sharks Portuguese  

Heritage Group Night 

 

7 pm Shark Tank 

San Jose 

 

 

Noite de Conjuntos 

 

7 pm Newark  

Pavilion, Newark 
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Join 

Us 

March 

7 
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22 



 

23 



 

24 
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PFSA Home Office Wishes Everyone A Happy New Year!!! 
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COUNCILS Councils in Action 

#Fraternalism  

#Traditions   

Council 7 

Gustine 

Newman 
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Council Challenges 

Co. 44 San Jose enjoyed a wonderful start to the new year. 
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Co. 21 Los Banos/Dos Palos Official Visit 1/11/26 
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Co. 5/36 Hayward Crab feed 1/17/26 
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Councils 34 Freeport/Clarksburg, 51 Sacramento, 118 Elk Grove Official Visit, 1/25/26 

#FRATERNALISM 

#TRADITIONS 

#GIVEBACK 
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Councils in  

Action 

#TRADITIONS 

#CULTURE 

#FUNDRAISING 

#HAVEFUN 

 

PFSA Council 26 Stevinson, Turlock, Hilmar Filhos Fundraiser. 1/25/26 

 Councils in 

Action 

#Culture 

#Fundraising 

#HaveFun 
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CULTURE 

Celebrate Heritage and       

traditions with PFSA 

#Culture  #HaveFun 

Warriors Portuguese Heritage Game:  1/19/26 
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Warriors Portuguese Heritage Game 1/19/26 
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INFO & 

FORMS 
Important Information 
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          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 3 Eureka Mariano Alves 

Co. 8 Santa Maria Florence Silveira 

Co. 11 Turlock Josephine Soares 

Co. 13 Tracy Myrna Rodriques 

Co. 13 Tracy Ana Rosa 

Co. 14 Mountain View Maria Madeiros 

Co. 19 Chino Antonio Soares Carvalho 

Co. 23 Antioch Norberto Vargas 

Co. 28 Fresno Gloria Angioli 

Co. 44 San Jose Maria Silva 

Co. 46 Tulare Adelino Pires 

Co. 108 Madera Shea Lasswell 

Co. 108 Madera Elizabeth Ayerza 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Jack Perry,  

Honorary Supreme Officer 

Co. 18 Stockton 
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Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Yaneth Armas 

Lic# 4185337 

Phone# 408-679-5859 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Moises Lourenco 

Lic# 0C05496 

Phone# 657-465-9394 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

 

Great New 

2026 Rates 

are here! 

Contact a PFSA Sales 

Agent to get  started to-

day! 

6.5%* 
*2026 Promotional Annuity 

$10K—$500K 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 


