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PFSA Newsletter March 

2026 

Statue of the Portuguese Immigrant 

Root Park, San Leandro, CA 

Honoring 

Tradition 

Since 1967 
 

 

Portuguese Immigrant 
Week 

March 7-14 



 

2 

Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 

Don’t forget to spread the word  

About PFSA Scholarships and Education 

Savings Plans 

2026 SCHOLARSHIPS ARE DUE: March 2nd 

Attention Council Secretaries– Annual Reports have been mailed and are due by March 31, 2026. 

In consideration of Secretaries Workloads and in alignment with the America Fraternal Alliance, the 

2026 Council Annual Reports have been streamlined and reduced by two pages to make           

completion easier and more efficient. 

Council Subsidy Dues: Council Subsidy Dues were distributed in January. If your Council has not   

received its check, please contact the Home Office as soon as possible. 

Annuity Contributions: Please be reminded that all 2025 Annuity year Contributions are due at the 

PFSA Home Office by April 11, 2026, Timely submission ensures accurate processing and reporting. If 

you have any questions regarding  2025 year contributions, please contact the Home Office.  

Payments- Any checks that remain outstanding for more than 180 days (6mo) will be voided. If you 

have an outstanding check, please deposit or cash it as soon as possible.  

2026 Festa Schedule- Please fill out the Festa Schedule Form located in this publication or find the 

easy, fillable version, on our website mypfsa.org under publications. We would like to include as 

many festas as possible in our upcoming Festa Schedule this Spring.  

Scholarships– Applications for the 2026 PFSA Scholarship Program are now open and available on 

the PFSA website at www.mypfsa.org. Members ages 16–18 are encouraged to apply and take ad-

vantage of this valuable opportunity. For questions, please email pfsa.scholarships@gmail.com. 

Official Visits– 2025-2026 Official Visit Response Form. THANK YOU to all Council  Secretaries who 

have submitted their Official Visit invitation to the Home Office. Councils with upcoming Official   

Visits please email your invitation to publishing@mypfsa.org and Supreme Presidents at least one 

month in advance. 

Newsletter Publications - PFSA is excited to include birthdays and flyers in the newsletter. Please   

submit your NEW 2026 pictures, documents, and information by the 15th of each month. Email them 

to publishing@mypfsa.org. 

. 
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Monthly Challenges 

New Members Upcoming Events 
March 

• 3/7– Wreath Ceremony                 

• 3/7- SJ Sharks Portuguese Game     

• 3/7- Noite De Conjuntos 

• 3/14– Co. 200 Casino Bus Trip 

• 3/15-  Co. 13 Tracy,                                                      

Co. 18 Stockton OV 

• 3/21– Co. 1 San Diego OV 

• 3/21– Co. 3 Eureka Portuguese Day 

Social 

• 3/28– Co. 90 Salinas OV 

• 3/29– Co. 100 Bingo 

April 

• 4/9– PFSA/PBBI Book Presentation 

• 4/11– Merced Golf Tournament 

• 4/18– PFSA Picnic 

• 4/19-  Co. 14 Mountain View, 

                 Co. 44 San Jose OV 

• 4/24– Wine Social Fundraiser, Tulare 

• 4/26– Co. 8 Santa Maria, 

                Co. 84 SLO, 

                Co. 99 Lompoc 

                Co. 140 Cayucos OV 

Co. 5/36– Hayward 1 

Co. 7– Gustine/Newman 3 

Co. 12– Oakland 2 

Co. 13– Tracy 3 

Co. 16– Newark 2 

Co. 26– Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 2 

Co. 38– Modesto 8 

Co. 44– San Jose 4 

Co. 46– Tulare 1 

Co. 54-Benicia/Vallejo 1 

Co. 98– Ferndale 2 

Co. 100– Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 10 

Co. 118– Elk Grove 3 

Co. 138– Strafford 1 

Co. 200– Lathrop 1 
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Happy Birthday to our Members born in March 

Alyssa Parrales 

March 5th 

Nelly Velazquez 

(Daughter) &  

Joe Pereira (Dad) 

March 17th 

Joe Faria 

March 22nd 

Jennifer Melo 

March 3rd  

Kat Martinez 

CEO’s Daughter 

March 29th 

Michael Fraga 

PSP, Agent 

March 10th 

Ashley Incitti 

Agent 

March 4th 

Sydney Escobar 

CMO’s Daughter 

March 9th 

Nelson Santos 

March 27th 

Odette Pinheiro 

Agent 

March 19th 

Maricarmen 

Aguilar 

Data Entry 

March 26th 

Desarae Pena 

Supreme Youth 

Past President 

March 23rd  

Denée Pepe 

March 29  
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Great to have our 

Fraternal Committee join us this month! 

 

It was wonderful to have Jackie 

Flynn, the Dean of Past Supreme 

Presidents stop in to say hello.  

Attention Council Secretaries: 

-A friendly reminder that the Annual Reports 

are due by March 31, 2026.  

-The 2025 Council Dues Subsidy checks were mailed in January. 

March 31, 2026 

Annual Reports Due 
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PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 

Monthly Newsletter for March 2026 

The month of January 2026, continues with such a great official visit of three councils. On the 25th 

of January, I attended Clarksburg# 36; Sacramento #51; and Elk Grove #118. As I entered I was 

welcomed by councils officers and members. The hall was beautifully decorated, which also    

impressed me with history of the hall with the pictures of the past presidents and a beautifully        

decorated Crown Room. It was very nice to see the Supreme 20/30s President, Miriam Work and 

Supreme Youth President, Joey Reyes who did an outstanding job with their speeches. Mistress of 

Ceremonies was Christy Nix who I have known for several years and enjoy seeing again. Many  

officers, past and present were in attendance. It is always a joy to see them. Food was deliciously 

prepared by Past Supreme President, Antoinette Duarte and her crew. Thank you to all the chefs. 

I am very much thankful of all the work done together by all three councils. It was an extreme   

pleasure to see James Souza, of Council 36, who attended the former IDES conventions and 

share with fun times. I suggested the youth continue to appreciate their friends of today which 

could be their friends of the future, James and I have known each other since we were 14 years 

old. Many thanks to Agent Joe Seamas who signed up several members. Thanks again for         

accepting my official visits and gifts for our charities. 

On the 26th of January, I attended the funeral service of our honorary Supreme Officer, Jack   

Perry in Hayward. It was very well attended by PFSA officers, past and present. It was an honor to 

stand honor guard for our officer. Also, Jack was past Grand President of Brotherhood of             

St. Anthony. I thought it was nice that we shared the honor guard duty with the Brotherhood of          

St. Anthony. My heart felt condolences to the family and friends. Thank you for allowing me to 

read the PFSA eulogy. Being on the fraternal board with Jack as secretary when we first merged, I 

saw all the hard work he was involved. Jack, you will be missed, especially when in March when I 

will attend your council official visit. 

During the month of February, I have been updating policies for several members. Hope to     

continue this as the term goes along. 

Please update your policies: PFSA, former societies, IDES, SES, UPEC, and UPPEC. Contact any 

agent or the office or myself. 

Fraternally yours, 

Donald J. Costa 

PFSA Supreme President 2025-2026 

559-972-4693 

Northern California 
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EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES Bring your friends and family 

and join PFSA! 

#HaveFun 

 

2026 Official Visits 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

108 Madera   

46 Tulare 9/12/2026 Testimonial 

66 Visalia   

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 9/26/2026  

26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 9/27/2026  

44 Youth President  10/18/2026 Testimonial 
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Portuguese  Immigrant Week Festivities 

Wreath Ceremony 

& Reception, San Leandro 

11am Wreath Ceremony   

Root Park, San Leandro 
12 PM (PT) Reception 

San Leandro Band Hall, 
844 Alvarado St,  

San Leandro 

Sharks Portuguese  

Heritage Group Night 

7 PM (PT) Shark Tank 
San Jose 

Noite de Conjuntos 

7 PM (PT) Newark Pavilion,  

 

Saturday 

March 7   

The Immigrant Thread - Portuguese Voices in California  (Past, Presence, and Possibility) 
March 9–13 | 5:00 PM (PT) 
Live via Zoom & Facebook Live 
Archived on YouTube 
 
What the Islands Carried West 
Azorean Poetry and the California Experience 
Wednesday, March 9 | 12:00 PM 
Fresno State Library | Open to the Public 
 
 
Untold Stories: Portuguese Americans Along the 99 Corridor 
Tuesday, March 10  |  1:00 PM (PT) 
Live via Zoom & Facebook Live 
 
Untold Stories: The Portuguese Festa in Central California 
Thursday, March 12 
1:00 PM (PT) 
Live via Zoom & Facebook Live 

When the Islands Learned to Govern the Tide  
Friday, March 13, 2026 | 12:00 PM (PT)  
Online Presentation  
Live via  Zoom  &  Facebook Live  
Presented as part of Portuguese Immigrant Week in California —  2026  
Hosted by The  Portuguese Beyond Borders Institute  
In collaboration with  Portuguese Language and Cultural Courses at Fresno State  
 
Portuguese Day Social  
Saturday, March 21  | 12:00 PM (PT)  
Ferndale Portuguese Hall, Ferndale, California  
Hosted by PFSA Council #3  

PBBI/Fresno State Activities 
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Casa de Fruta Grass Area 

10021 Pacheco Pass Hwy, 

Hollister, CA 95023 

 

Make your reservation for our PFSA Picnic  
 

$5.00 per adult & youth 13 and over | Youth 12 and under FREE 

Please make your check payable to:  PFSA 

    

Name:          

Telephone No.            

Email:            

 

Mail Reservation To:  PFSA HOME OFFICE 

1100 14th Street, Suite E Modesto, CA  95354 

Telephone:  866-687-7372 or 209-702-6364  

mypfsa@mypfsa.org 

# of Adults    x $5 =       

# Youth 13 & over   x $5 =    

# Youth 12 & under    Free   

Amount enclosed: $    

 Please RSVP by April 10 
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Thank you to PFSA Council 5/36, Hayward for hosting our Supreme        

Presidents at their Official Visit on 2/22.  We appreciate all who helped    

organize the event and attended. 
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The PFSA home office had an amazing time celebrating Valentines Day 

and decorating cookies 
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COUNCILS Councils in Action 

#Fraternalism  

 

Co. 66 of Visalia Kicking off the New Year 

Council 66 Visalia kicked off the New Year recently at Denny’s holding a combo         
January/February meeting. They wore New Year attire for Red for Valentine’s Day. As 
part of the challenge they discussed their calendar of events for 2026, and enjoyed a 

great lunch!  
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Council #44 of San Jose brought the Valentine spirit to their monthly meeting! They wore red, 
swapped cookies  (because meetings are better with treats!), and Supreme Youth President Joey 
Reyes surprised  everyone with a little Valentine. There was lots of laughter, plenty of sweets, and even 

more love going around.  
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Council Challenges 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman celebrated Valentine’s Day by displaying pictures of 

our sweethearts, did a cookie exchange, and enjoyed birthday cakes and 

See’s candy for refreshments. Nancy made little candy cups to give to each 

member to take home.  



 

35 

Council Challenges 

Co. 12 Oakland celebrated Valentine’s Day 
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Council Challenges 

Co. 24 San Leandro wore red and brought desserts to celebrate Valentines 

Day as well as collecting pop tops for the Youth Community Giving back   

project. 

Co. 90 Salinas got together wearing pink and red and shared                        

Valentine’s Day treats 
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Council Challenges 

Co. 26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar celebrated Valentine’s Day  

at their game night. 
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Co. 100 Oakdale, Escalon, Riverbank had two bus loads for a day trip to the 

casino. 
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 Members 

Give Back Members in Action 

#Giveback  #Community 

Thank you to the members of Council 12, Oakland for   

visiting the Fire Department and donating to Toys for Tots! 
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Councils  and Members Giving Back 

Co. 200 Lathrop visited The Commons at Union Ranch Senior Living  and         

passed out flowers and cards.  Thank you for your kindness Council 200! 
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INFO & 

FORMS 
Important Information 
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          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman Jose Cordeiro 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman Filomena Avila Trindade 

Co. 11 Turlock Norman Passadori 

Co. 13 Tracy Maria de Oliveira 

Co. 16 Newark Filomena Escobar 

Co. 18 Stockton Eduardo Flores 

Co. 24 San Leandro Luciano Neves 

Co. 26 Turlock/Hilmar Donald Vasconcellos 

Co. 30 Monterey Frank Goulart 

Co. 31 El Nido Emily McCormick 

Co. 34 Clarksburg Roger Griess 

Co. 44 San Jose Micheal Giansiracusa 

Co. 44 San Jose Manuel Silveira 

Co. 66 Visalia Jerome Kleinhans 

Co. 66 Visalia William Lyons 

Co. 90 Salinas Maria Carmo 

Co. 98 Ferndale Jery Gonsalves 

Co. 103 Tipton Carlos Xavier 

Co. 132 Maxwell Keegan Mulcahy 

Co. 138 Stratford Elise Oliveira 

Co. 138 Stratford Mary Rocha 

Co. 138 Stratford Mary Howe 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

44 

Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Email: joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Email: Leonardo.xavier@mypfsa.org 

Yaneth Armas 

Lic# 4185337 

Phone# 408-679-5859 

Email: yaneth.armas@mypfsa.org 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Moises Lourenco 

Lic# 0C05496 

Phone# 657-465-9394 

Email: moiseslourenco@aol.com 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Email: susan.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Email: monica.cochran@mypfsa.org 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Email: Ashley.incitti@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org 

Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Email: Cecilia.nelson@mypfsa.org 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

Email: sarah.louenzo@mypfsa.org 

 

Great New 

2026 Rates 

are here! 

Contact a PFSA Sales 

Agent to get  started to-

day! 

6.5%* 
*2026 Promotional Annuity 

$10K—$500K 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 

 


