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Monthly Challenges 

New Members Upcoming Events 

May 

• 5/2 – Annual Corporate Meeting 

• 5/2 – PSP Meeting 

• 5/2 - 5/3 – Casa De Acores Hilmar 

• 5/21 – Portuguese Book Presentation  

Hilmar 

• 5/23 – Festa Da Bola 

• 5/29—5/31 Apricot Festival, Patterson 

• 5/30 – Co. 2 Bakersfield  OV 

June 

• 6/6—6/7 Watermelon Festival, Manteca 

• 6/6—Hilmar Dairy Farm Festival 

• 6/13 – Dia De Portugal Festival 

• 6/21– Hayward Festa 

July 

• 7/12 – Lathrop OV 

• 7/25 – Eureka/Arcata/Ferndale OV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/36 – Hayward 2 

7 - Gustine/Newman 5 

26 - Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 1 

38 - Modesto 2 

44 - San Jose 1 

98 - Ferndale 3 

100 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank  3 

138 - Stratford 1 
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Dave Azevedo 

May 27th 

Nelly, Val, & Makenzie Mendes 

May 1st, 10th, & 3rd 

Reina Barrera 

May 25th 

Veronica Seamas 

May 27th 

Cherilyn Barios 

May 28th 

Happy Birthday to our Members born in May! 

Kelly Oliver 

May 8th 

Yaneth Armas 

Agent 

May 12th 

Norla Bettencourt 

May 3rd 

Stephanie Koch 

May 2nd 

Nizia Hogan 

May 14th 

Juanita Pedrozo 

Past Supreme President 

May 1st 

Joyce Vieira 

May 30th 
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LEADERSHIP &  

UPDATES 

Leading the Way 
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Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 

Annual Report Reminder: Annual Reports were due on March 31, 2026. If you have not  

submitted your Annual Report, please send it ASAP. A second notice letter has been mailed. 

Forms: Please note that Form 5498 will be distributed by May 31, 2026. These forms are for              

informational purposes only.  

Payments: Any checks that remain outstanding for more than 180 days (6mo) will be voided. If you 

have an outstanding check, please deposit or cash it as soon as possible.  

Membership Referral Program: PFSA members will receive a gift card for referring applicants for 

life or annuity policies. Contact a Sales Agent to refer a potential member. 

Member Experience Survey: Coming soon, the home office will be conducting member surveys 

to gather input on the member experience. Further details coming soon. 

Member rosters: The home office will be reaching out to council secretaries to initiate a roster      

review process. More details to follow. 

Newsletter Publications:  PFSA is excited to include birthdays and flyers in the newsletter. Please   

submit your NEW 2026 pictures, documents, and information by the 15th of each month. Email them 

to publishing@mypfsa.org. 

Concerns: We would love to hear directly from you. Please contact the home office with any 

concerns or compliments at (209) 702-6364 or email mypfsa@mypfsa.org. 

 

. 

 



 

6 

PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 

APRIL 2026 NEWSLETTER FOR SUPREME PRESIDENT 

On March 7TH, I had the honor to represent the PFSA at the Portuguese Immigrant Week Wreath ceremony. It was so exciting to have so 

many dignitaries present. The Counsel General of Portugal and his family, San Leandro Mayor, representative from LUSO, and others, 

especially the Youth officers from LUSO and PFSA. Our chairman of the board, Ted Pedrozo did an outstanding job along with CMO  

Jerry Escobar from PFSA. It was my first time presenting the wreath and everyone spoke of the importance of the Portuguese in          

California, which was recognized by then Governor Ronald Reagan just 59 years ago, who declared the second week in March as  

Portuguese Immigrant Week in California. Thank you PFSA and others for the experience and opportunity. We had a great lunch after 

listening to the San Leandro band at the beginning of the ceremony and at their hall. Delicious, traditional Portuguese food was       

enjoyed by all. What a festive Portuguese memory to start off the celebration! 

On March 8th. I had the opportunity to represent the PFSA at PFSA Council #2, Bakersfield, to celebrate the Portuguese Immigrant Week 

event. We had a wonderful time sharing information on the Portuguese of California, especially in Bakersfield. We shared cookies and 

snacks with parishioners of “Christ the King Parish” and I helped explain several of our policies information. Several members, who      

attend the church, got some special information about updating their policy. We then went to the home of Past Supreme Presidents, 

Gary and Caron Dias, where we had a council meeting and a delicious lunch. Thank you PFSA, Bakersfield, for the courtesies and fun. 

Thank you, Gary for sharing all your treasurers. I truly appreciated the invite and hope to attend again. Also, loved the picture with the 

“Bull” you raised. Thank you Trudy, the candy was great! 

On March 13th, I had an extremely honor to represent PFSA at the Portuguese Counsel General of Portugal in San Francisco. Never been 

to the home before and so impressed with all the Portuguese History exhibited. Truly enjoyed seeing him and his family again. The talk 

with Deniz Borges as moderator involved being Portuguese at different ages, youth, adult, and retirement age. It was so interesting how 

each age reflected the future of being Portuguese as they see it at their ages. Thank you for the opportunity to represent the PFSA at 

such a memorable event. 

On March 14th, I had the honor to represent PFSA in Lodi at the Reval Retirement home with Agent and organizer Susan Gonzales and 

her mother. As we continued to celebrate Portuguese Immigrant week, the event was to make their residence aware of Portuguese 

History in California. This event was organized with resident, Geraldine Perry, who made me feel so welcomed. After a couple speeches, 

folk dancers, lots of smiles of appreciation, we attended a traditional luncheon of Portuguese food, including rice pudding, sweet 

bread, etc. Several residents were Portuguese and reflected their Portuguese history. Thank you Geraldine and Susan for the              

opportunity to meet you and your friends and family.  

On March 15th, I represented PFSA in Stockton #18 and Tracy #13 at the Stockton Ball Room. Upon the arrival, I was welcomed by  

members and friends, some who I have known since I was 15 years old. The secretary of the council, Jerry Trigueiro and his brother, Past 

Supreme President, Michael, who now lives in Texas were in the Young Ides (former IDES youth group), son of Past Supreme President, 

Manuel Dias, Henry Dias, who I have known since we were teenagers. Former president of the council, Jack Perry, and wife Mary Jean 

were truly missed. Get better Mary Jean. I thank so many Officers, past and present who attended. President of the council, Scott 

Joaquin did a fantastic job as Master of Ceremonies. With the help of his wife, Angela and kitchen help, the official visit was            

memorable. Thank you for all fun, laughs, and great food. Hope to see all of you at convention in November in Visalia. 

After the official visit, I was going to Sacramento to surprise my family, however they surprised me with being in Lathrop. I had a        

wonderful time visiting with them, boy are they growing. 

On March 16th, I attended the council meeting of PFSA 26, Hilmar, Stevinson, and Turlock, with Past Supreme President, Richard Castro 

which was so exciting to get out of the house. I truly enjoy their members who are all so kind and friendly. So nice to see my cousin and 

her husband, also primo Alvaro Costa. Food was great, thanks so much for inviting me and thank you Richard for the hospitality.  

On March 17th and 18th, I attended our Scholarship Foundation Committee meeting where we selected the 2026 Scholarships and 

Grants. Over $100,000 were granted. It is a pleasure to see how educated our members are with bright futures. Good luck, and hope all 

your dreams come true. 

 

Northern California 



 

7 

PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 

On March 20th, I flew to San Diego with Chairman of the Board Ted Pedrozo and wife Past Supreme President, Juanita Pedrozo. Thinking 

of a 5 hour drive from home, this took around 50 minutes! First time on an airplane since 1997. Thank you for making all the                   

arrangements and guiding me in the right direction.  

On March 21st, along with the Pedrozos, I attended the PFSA Council #1 San Diego, who we were greeted by Past Supreme President 

Donald Valadao, who did an outstanding as Master of Ceremonies, and wife Denisa, Past Supreme President of SPRSI. It also was so 

nice to see so many members in attendance, who I got to know with Cabrilho Civic Clubs. I was honored to meet the Honorary Consul 

of Portugual of San Diego,  Idalmiro Manuel Ferreira da Rosa and his wife. I received the book “The Journal of San Diego History”, which 

was sponsored by various Portuguese groups including PFSA. Thank you for the book which I am enjoying reading. I truly enjoyed seeing 

the State President of Cabrillo Civic Clubs of California, Sharon May, who I wished I could have attended your convention and          

welcomed you a successful term. Thank you for all the courtesies and gifts. Thank you Duane and Shirley Oliveria for bring home my gifts 

received. Lastly, thank you, Gene Santos and Ruth Lemos for the Cabrillo Club convention gifts and Duane for bringing them home to 

me. Delicious food, great friends, nice laughter, what a great day. 

On March 22nd, we flew home from San Diego, again thank you Pedrozos for the guidance and all the preparations, it truly was a great 

weekend. 

On March 23rd, I attended the funeral of our Past Supreme President, Joe I Silva from Los Banos. It was such a large funeral as Joe      

belonged to mostly anything Portuguese a various Los Banos Groups. The children from Catholic School did a great, emotional job  

singing at the service. My sincerely condolences Aldina and to all the family.  

On March 28, I attended the Official Visit of PFSA #90 Salinas. It was so nice to see many friends and family in attendance. It makes me 

emotional when family support you by attending. Thank you Doris and Linda. CEO, Jerry Espinola, did a great job and Master of        

Ceremonies. The afternoon was well attended with over 40 members and friends in attendance. Just several years ago, the council was 

going to close due to a lack of participation. Nice to see the growth and enthusiasm. Thank you for the gifts and wonderful lunch! 

On March 28, I attended an evening event to honor 50 years POSSO (Portuguese Organization for Social Services and Opportunities) 

serving the community since 1976 in San Jose and statewide. It was very nice to see so many Portuguese people who enjoys supporting 

events/activities in the area of San Jose. Thank you Jerry, for invitation and support. Very impressive to see all the traditions and culture 

continuing. Our heritage is extremely important to everyone in attendance. 

I want to especially thank the Supreme 20/30s President and Supreme Youth President for their excellent speeches and attending all 

Official visits. You are truly a fantastic team members.  

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR POLICIES: PFSA, FORMER SOCIETIES, IDES, SES, UPEC, AND UPPEC. CONTACT ANY AGENT, THE OFFICE, OR MYSELF. 

FRATERNALLY YOURS, 

DONALD J. COSTA  

Northern California 
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Eureka  - 
Arcata 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

Newark 

Salinas 

Stevinson, 
Turlock, Hilmar 

Oakdale,     
Escalon, 
Riverbank 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Visalia 

Santa Maria 

Bakersfield 

Hayward 

Gustine, 
Newman 

San Jose 

San Leandro 

Tracy        
Stockton, Lodi 
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PFSA was everywhere in March! 

25 Council and community activities 
Thank you all for supporting our PFSA Mission! 

FRATERNALISM and SOCIABILITY 

OFFICIAL VISITS 

Council 1 – San Diego 

Council 13 – Tracy, Council 18 – Stockton 

Council 90 – Salinas 

Total: 3 

 

CULTURE, COMMUNITY, and  

SOCIABILITY 

CELEBRATING PORTUGUESE IMMIGRANT WEEK 

 

Portuguese Immigrant Week Wreath Ceremony &  

Reception – San Leandro 

Sharks Portuguese Heritage Game – San Jose 

Noite de Bandas / Noite de Conjuntos – Newark 

Past, Present, and Future of the Portuguese in       

California – San Francisco 

Portuguese Immigrant Celebration Revel Lodi 

PFSA Youth Group 

Council 2 – Bakersfield 

Council 3 – Eureka 

Council 4 – Arcata 

Council 5/36—Hayward Crab Feed 

Council 24 – San Leandro 

Council 26 – Stevinson / Turlock / Hilmar (+St. Pat’s) 

Council 44 – San Jose (+St. Patrick’s Day) 

Total: 13 

CULTURE, COMMUNITY, and  

SOCIABILITY 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

PFSA Home Office (Staff Potluck) 

Council 7 – Gustine / Newman 

Council 8 – Santa Maria 

Council 66 – Visalia 

Council 84 – San Luis Obispo 

Council 90 – Salinas (also Official Visit) 

Council 100 – Oakdale / Escalon / Riverbank 

Total: 7 

SPECIAL EVENTS—COMMUNITY 

POSSO—50th Anniversary Celebration—San Jose 

Council 100 – Oakdale / Escalon / Riverbank             

(Bingo Night) 

Total: 2 

PFSA Mission:  

PFSA offers FINANCIAL SERVICES to PROTECT MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, and         

provides CULTURAL, SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND CHARITBLE ACTIVITIES  
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Share your great moments with us! 

Please contact jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org if you have questions. 

COUNCIL SPOTLIGHT! 
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YOUTH &                 

FUTURE LEADERS 

Get Ahead 

YOUTH &                 

FUTURE LEADERS 
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15 



 

16 



 

17 



 

18 
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CULTURE &  

COMMUNITY 

Celebrate Culture 



 

21 

Honoring 

Tradition 

Since 1967 
 

 

Portuguese Immigrant 
Week 

March 7-14 

 

PFSA home office held a Book Presentation for Shades of Black and Gray 

April 9th 2026 
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Friday, the Rolling Fraternals kicked off the PFSA Picnic with Bifanas and Filhos! 
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Honoring 

Tradition 

Since 1967 
 

 

Portuguese Immigrant 
Week 

March 7-14 

 

PFSA held their annual Family Picnic April 18th 2026! 
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Honoring 

Tradition 

Since 1967 
 

 

Portuguese Immigrant 
Week 

March 7-14 

 

PFSA held their annual Family Picnic April 18th 2026!!! 
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PFSA Co. 46 Tulare threw a wine tasting fundraiser for                

convention! 
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COUNCILS  IN ACTION 

Fraternalism—Sociability 

Council 24 San Leandro celebrated Easter! 
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Councils 44 San Jose and 14 Mountain View held an 

Official Visit 
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Santa Maria/SLO/Lompoc/Cayucos hosted 

their official visit at the iconic Madonna Inn! 
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Council 7 Gustine/Newman celebrated Easter with 

desserts and candy 



 

31 

Council 26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar celebrated 

Easter with fun games!!! 
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PFSA Home Office Celebrating Easter with a potluck!!! 
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MEMBERS MAKING  

A DIFFERENCE  

Assistance—Give Back 
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Supreme Youth Officers hard at work giving back to the community. 
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Have Fun – Celebrate Together 

EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

108 Madera   

46 Tulare 9/12/2026  

66 Visalia Testimonial  

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 
Oakdale/Escalon/

Riverbank 9/26/2026  

26 
Stevinson/Turlock/

Hilmar 9/27/2026  

44 Youth President  10/18/2026  

 Testimonial   

2026 Official Visits 
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Book presentation 
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INFO & PROGRAMS         
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          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman Jose M. Cordeiro 

Co. 14 Mountain View Vernon Silva 

Co. 16 Newark Maria Sousa 

Co. 19 Chino/Ontario Antonio Santos 

Co. 20 Merced 
Johnny A. Deniz                              

Florinda Galhano 

Co. 26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar Derek Rojas 

Co. 28 Fresno Virgil R. Stephens 

Co. 30 Monterey Rosalie A. Bettencourt 

Co. 38 Modesto Clara C. Marcus  

Co. 106 Riverdale 
Dolores A. Carreiro                         

Linda E. Furtado 

Co. 138 Stratford/Hardwick 
Maria N. Garcia                              

Liduartina Alves 
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2026 PFSA Souvenir Convention Program  
  

Company Name: ___________________________________________ 
Contact Name:  ____________________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ____________________________________________ 
Telephone:  (       ) __________________________________________ 
Email address: _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Please indicate the level of sponsorship: 

 $100.  Full Page Ad / Black and White   $120.   Colored Ad 

 $  60. Half Page Ad      $  80.   Colored Ad 

 $  40. Quarter Page Ad    $  60.   Colored Ad 

 $  25. Business Card 

 $300. Inside Cover / Center Page (Colored Ad)   

 $250.       Back Cover (Colored Ad) 
 
*All ads are printed in black and white if not specified. Text should be limited to advertisement for the business 
and/or a congratulatory message to the President(s). Photos should be limited to appropriate photos used for 
advertisement for the business and/or photos of the submitters choice. Convention Committee Members has final 
approval of the ad and photo content for the program. Digital ready artwork: high resolution pdf preferred, not less than 
300 dpi. All files should be provided as an individual attachment and NOT embedded in another file (i.e. Word). Minimum 
requirements for jpeg or png files is 300 dpi at final print size. 
 

** Electronic artwork/ads should be emailed to Juanita C. Pedrozo Jcpedrozo8@gmail.com 
DEADLINE:  September 1, 2026 

 

Please make check payable to PFSA Council # 46 and send to: 

Juanita C. Pedrozo 
3642 Thrift Rd 

Merced, CA  95341 
Tel: (209) 769-9031 
Juanita C. Pedrozo 
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PROTECT FAMILY 
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Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Yaneth Armas 

Lic# 4185337 

Phone# 408-679-5859 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Moises Lourenco 

Lic# 0C05496 

Phone# 657-465-9394 

Email: moiseslourenco@aol.com 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Email: Ashley.incitti@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org 

Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Email: Cecilia.nelson@mypfsa.org 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

Email: sarah.louenzo@mypfsa.org 

 

Great New 

2026 Rates 

are here! 

Contact a PFSA Sales 

Agent to get  started to-

day! 

6.5%* 
*2026 Promotional Annuity 

$10K—$500K 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 

 


