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Monthly Challenges 

New Members Upcoming Events 
June 

• 6/6 - Hilmar Dairy Farm Festival 

• 6/6 - 6/7 Watermelon Festival, Manteca 

• 6/9 - San Jose City Hall Proclamation 

• 6/13 - Dia De Portugal Festival, San Jose 

• 6/20 - 6/21 - Hayward Festa 

• 6/27 - Tailgate Crew World Cup Watch  

Party, San Jose 

July 

• 7/12 – Lathrop OV 

• 7/25 – Eureka/Arcata/Ferndale OV 

 

August 

• 8/9 - Turlock OV 

• 8/10 - Padres Portuguese Heritage     

Tailgate Crew, San Diego 

• 8/14 - Pauleto Dinner 

• 8/14 - 8/16 Pismo Festa 

• 8/15 - Quakes Portuguese Heritage     

Tailgate Crew, San Jose 

• 8/22 - Battle of Bifanas Festival San Jose 

• 8/23 - Merced/Madera OV 

 

20 - Merced 2 

26 - Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 1 

38 - Modesto 8 

44 - San Jose 1 

53 - Hughson 1 

76 - Artesia  1 

98 - Ferndale 3 

100 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank  9 

118 - Elk Grove 1 
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Happy Birthday to our Members born  

in June! 

Ann Escobar 

June 15th 

Steve Macias  

June 4th 

Danae Underwood 

June 24th 

Isaiah Reyes 

June 29th 

John Neto 

June 25th 

Mary Teixeira 

June 8th 

Dave Valadao 

June 3rd 

Joe Rodrigues 

June 28th 

Logan Mendes 

June 24th 

Sandra Crivello 

June 23rd 
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LEADERSHIP &  

UPDATES 

Leading the Way 
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Delegate Packets: You will be receiving your Council’s Elected Delegate Roster. They must be 

completed and returned to the Home Office by August 15th. 

• Each PFSA Fraternal Council, MUST be in good standing NO EXCEPTIONS.  

• Automatic Delegates must have attended the majority of your regular council meetings as 

required by the Rules of Procedures. 

Board Elections: The PFSA Board of Directors currently has one open position. Nominations are 

being accepted through September 1st. Packets will be mailed out on July 1st.  

Please view the following requirements: 

• Must have a clear understanding of the duties of the Board of Directors and understand the 

structure, operation, and requirements of Fraternal Benefit Societies. 

• Must be able to devote time to the board activities and attend meetings. 

• Must be a current member of PFSA. 

Forms: Please note that Form 5498 were distributed May 31, 2026. These forms are for               

informational purposes only.  

Payments: Any checks that remain outstanding for more than 180 days (6mo) will be voided. If 

you have an outstanding check, please deposit or cash it as soon as possible.  

Membership Referral Program: PFSA members will receive a gift card for referring applicants for 

life or annuity policies. Contact a Sales Agent to refer a potential member. 

Member Experience Survey: Coming soon, the home office will be conducting member surveys 

to gather input on the member experience. Further details coming soon. 

Member rosters: The home office will be reaching out to council secretaries to initiate a roster      

review process. More details to follow. 

Newsletter Publications:  PFSA is excited to include birthdays and flyers in the newsletter. Please   

submit your NEW 2026 pictures, documents, and information by the 15th of each month. Email 

them to publishing@mypfsa.org. 

Concerns: We would love to hear directly from you. Please contact the home office with any 

concerns or compliments at (209) 702-6364 or email mypfsa@mypfsa.org. 

 

. 

 

Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 
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Ted Pedrozo 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Dear Members of Portuguese Fraternal Society of America, 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to everyone who joined us for the Past Supreme Presidents 

and Spouses Association meeting and the Annual Corporate Meeting. It was a privilege to meet with you and 

to share the direction of our company and society. The Board of Directors remains firmly committed to   

maintaining fiscal strength and ensuring the long-term success of our organization. We also encourage all 

members to continue sharing their questions and concerns. As Chairman of the Board, I believe it is  essential 

that we remain actively engaged in our events and continue to support the financial and fraternal strength of 

the Portuguese Fraternal Society of America. 

It is a distinct honor to represent the Board of Directors during Council Visits. These visits provide a             

valuable opportunity to connect with our members, listen to your experiences, and further strengthen our 

sense of  community. I sincerely appreciate the warm welcome extended at each visit. Our Councils are a  

vital part of our society, and I encourage all members to participate in the many activities being planned. I 

also wish to thank everyone who contributed to the success of the Family Picnic. It is always gratifying to see 

so many families come together each year. I would also like to encourage our Youth Officers to continue       

expanding their group, as their presence was a meaningful addition to that day. Their dedication and        

commitment to our society are truly commendable. In addition, I extend my gratitude to the Traveling        

Fraternals for their support throughout the weekend. The opportunity to share your traditions, food, and 

spirit of fraternalism with all of us was sincerely appreciated. 

I encourage all members to support the Fraternal Committee and our Governors. Their efforts to  strengthen 

and support our councils merit our full encouragement and appreciation. Through these efforts, we can          

continue to instill our traditions and culture in our youth and preserve them for future  generations. I also 

encourage our council secretaries to contact the Governors whenever assistance is needed, as they stand 

ready to provide support. 

I would also like to extend my best wishes to all fathers of the Portuguese Fraternal Society of America on         

Father’s Day. You are an important part of our society, and your example and support continue to strengthen 

our families and communities. I encourage all members to take a moment to honor the special men who 

have helped shape their lives. Best wishes for a blessed and meaningful Father’s Day. 

 

Respectfully, 
 
Ted A. Pedrozo 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 
Northern California 

On April 1, 2026, I met with council #138 members to put two new members. 

On April 2, 2026, on a zoom meeting, I attended a sales meeting to learn of policy changes and updates. Truly 

appreciated the information. 

On April 6, 2026, I attended council #138 Stratford meeting. Continued working with committee on             

testimonial information on September 12, 2026. Truly appreciate all the support. 

On April 7, 2026, I continued my supreme president’s activities by attending the convention meeting at the 

site for the 2026 convention – Visalia Marriott hotel with chairperson, MaryAnne Whiteside; CEO, Bernice 

Armas-Martinez; CMO, Jerry Escobar; CFMO, Miriam Ramos.  Further discussion of rooms, activities, meals, 

changes, etc. was discussed and confirmed. 

On April 7, 2026, I was honored to attend the book presentation of Shades of Black and Gray by author Joel 

Silveira Avila. Thank you Deniz Borges for the opportunity to meet such a gifted Portuguese author. 

On April 8, 2026, I attended council #66, Visalia meeting. Continued discussion of convention activities and 

official visit information. Bingo was enjoyed by all, especially the winners! 

On April 17, 2026, I attended the PFSA family picnic at Casa De Fruta. Rolling fraternally had a nice dinner 

meeting (Portuguese themed) including the special Portuguese doughnut, Filhoses. Thank you Linda and all 

the ladies who made them. 

On April 18, 2026, I attended the picnic, which was well attended by so many. I was truly happy to see my 

cousin Danny and Gloria Gomes, and his sister Doris Blevins. The food was fantastic. I truly enjoyed seeing my 

partners, the two supreme presidents there. I also attended the youth meeting, which had numerous             

activities and games. Thank you to the committee and Jerry who did all the behind-the-scenes work. It was 

very much appreciated by all. Weather was perfect! 

On April 19, 2026, I attended the official visit of councils Mountain View #14 and San Jose #44. When                  

entering the hall, it was beautifully decorated. It was emotional for me not seeing several people who I            

associate the council, past supreme presidents and spouses. Again, the two supreme presidents did a                   

fantastic job with their speeches and youth president got a $100 donation for not using notes with his 

speech. Thank you for your charity donations.  

On April 20, 2026, I stopped by a couple of members of Madera to service their policies, however no one was 

home. Maybe another time. 
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PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 
Northern California 

On April 24, 2026, I attended my council #46 wine social fund convention raiser. It was very well attended by 

so many. The food was outstanding, weather was great, and lots of laughs. I was very excited to see my          

sister, Charlene Costa, and seeing my friends. Thank you for the donations. Thank you committee members 

for all your support and a special thanks to the Board of Director, John Camara and Stella for hosting the 

event in your beautiful back yard.  

On April 26, 2026, I attended the official visit of four councils located on the central coast at the beautiful 

Madonna Inn. Council # 8 Santa Maria; #84 San Luis Obispo; #99 Lompoc; and #140 Cayucos hosted the        

official visit. It was a beautiful room, which was beautifully decorated. So many people helped me carry my 

supplies upstairs, thank you so much. It was a pleasure to see my cousin Danny and Gloria Gomes. So happy 

to see you both. Again, thank you past supreme president, Ron Graham for asking for my autograph on an 

old IDES bulletin in 1990, when I was supreme president. I remembered so many people who I missed that 

weren’t present. I missed past supreme president George Texeira and past first lady Leopoldina. Thank you 

to both supreme presidents for your gracious words. Miriam was so excited to be so close to home and not 

having to drive so far. Thank you for accepting my official visit. I wish I could have stayed longer in the area. 

On April 30, 2026, I attended the official visit of council #28, Fresno, who had their official visit along with 

their council meeting. I truly enjoyed seeing this group of members who always allowed me to attend their 

meetings. I got a chance to service a couple of policies. Thank you so much for accepting my official visits.  

Thank you for all the courtesies, donations, and most important the welcoming I felt at all the events this 

month. 

Please update your policies: PFSA, former societies: IDES, SES, UPEC, and UPPEC. Contact any agent, the 

office or myself. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

Donald J. Costa 

PFSA Supreme President 

559-972-4693 
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2026 Past Supreme Presidents & Spouses Association Meeting 
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2026 PFSA Annual Corporate Report Meeting 
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EVENT PHOTOS, ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS,   

VOLUNTEER PROJECTS, YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
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Get Ahead 

 

YOUTH &                 

FUTURE LEADERS 
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19 



 

20 

The PFSA Scholarship Foundation awarded 

Gwendolyn Barcelos and Delaney Mederios 

from Gustine High their scholarships. Both     

seniors are from Co. 7!  Thank you Luisiana 

Drumonde for presenting awards to recipients. 

Congratulations! Kimball High School Senior           

Sabrina Sancho Gomes received multiple           

scholarships!  Thank you Antoinette Duarte 

for presenting the award. 

Congratulations Molly Solano from  

Co. 7 and Orestimba High School 

for receiving the PFSA Scholarship. 

Emma Gomes of Hilmar High School                   

received an award from the PFSA                  

Scholarship Foundation and local           

scholarship from PFSA Co. 38. 
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Congratulations to PFSA Youth President Joseph 

Reyes for receiving PFSA Educational           

Scholarship. Juanita C. Pedrozo of the PFSA 

Scholarship Foundation and PFSA Chairman Ted 

Pedrozo were on stage to honor Joseph on this 

wonderful achievement!  

Congratulations to Henry Thomas Garcia of 

PFSA Council 20, Merced! He graduated from  

El Capitan High School. He will be attending 

Cornell University. Thank you Mary Ann        

Navarra for presenting the award. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583460338861&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZvLTV7uxZFflVqSiPnCuuFoQVyE8MPNe6dG1oVjeGr4HW7I3tevgAXxV2_5jNuUwBzc89cGIOk3dwWogJlfmS2KatUbNJsTTkQ5ni8JAyX1r_XFMXwYD_JOZB6w3TC3jVtTyjS-u29S1R3DjF4xblD&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583460338861&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZvLTV7uxZFflVqSiPnCuuFoQVyE8MPNe6dG1oVjeGr4HW7I3tevgAXxV2_5jNuUwBzc89cGIOk3dwWogJlfmS2KatUbNJsTTkQ5ni8JAyX1r_XFMXwYD_JOZB6w3TC3jVtTyjS-u29S1R3DjF4xblD&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/juanita.c.pedrozo?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZvLTV7uxZFflVqSiPnCuuFoQVyE8MPNe6dG1oVjeGr4HW7I3tevgAXxV2_5jNuUwBzc89cGIOk3dwWogJlfmS2KatUbNJsTTkQ5ni8JAyX1r_XFMXwYD_JOZB6w3TC3jVtTyjS-u29S1R3DjF4xblD&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ted.pedrozo.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZvLTV7uxZFflVqSiPnCuuFoQVyE8MPNe6dG1oVjeGr4HW7I3tevgAXxV2_5jNuUwBzc89cGIOk3dwWogJlfmS2KatUbNJsTTkQ5ni8JAyX1r_XFMXwYD_JOZB6w3TC3jVtTyjS-u29S1R3DjF4xblD&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ted.pedrozo.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZvLTV7uxZFflVqSiPnCuuFoQVyE8MPNe6dG1oVjeGr4HW7I3tevgAXxV2_5jNuUwBzc89cGIOk3dwWogJlfmS2KatUbNJsTTkQ5ni8JAyX1r_XFMXwYD_JOZB6w3TC3jVtTyjS-u29S1R3DjF4xblD&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Futebal 

Chuteiras 

Golo 

Camisola 

Campo 

Festa 

Pintura Facial 

Televisao 

Bandeira 

Canto 

Bola 
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CULTURE &  

COMMUNITY 

Celebrate Culture 
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Dia De Portugal Parade, Toronto 1977 

 

Dia De Portugal Parade, San Jose 2025 

 

 

 

Portugal embracing democracy after 

the April 25th Revolution, 1978 

 

Dia De Portugal Parade, Newark NJ 

1997 

Why do we celebrate Dia De Portugal? 

On June 10th 1580, poet Luis de Camoes passed. After that, June 10th began as a            

municipal holiday in Lisbon, dedicated to Camoes and was later made by the Estado       

Novo regime to a national holiday, known as “the Day of Camoes, Portugal, and the            

Portuguese race.” After the April 25th Revolution, this day became known as Dia De           

Portugal, the Day of Portugal, Portuguese communities, and Camoes. It is now celebrated 

worldwide. 
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Who was Luis de Camoes? 

Luis de Camoes is considered one of the Portuguese                
languages greatest poets. He was so great, that his skill has 

been compared to the works of Shakespeare and Dante. 
The 16th-century poet is mostly remembered for his 
work Os Lusiadas, which describes Vasco da Gama’s     
discovery of the sea route to India, a text that is read by 
most Portuguese in school. 

Will I recognize any of his works? 

• Os Lusíadas: A 10-canto epic celebrating Portuguese 

history and Vasco da Gama's voyage to India. 

• Rimas: The collection of his lyric poetry, first published in 

1595, containing sonnets,  canciones (songs), eclogues, 

and elegies.  

• Amor é um fogo que arde sem se ver ("Love is a fire that burns unseen") 

• Alma minha gentil, que te partiste ("My gentle spirit, you who departed") 

• Mudam-se os tempos, mudam-se as vontades ("Times change, desires change") 

• Eu cantarei do amor tão docemente ("I shall sing of love so sweetly") 
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PFSA Supreme Officers & Past Supreme Presidents 

Marching at Casa Dos Acores Hilmar Festa 
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 PFSA sponsored the Portuguese Book Presentation in Hilmar! Thank you authors, PFSA 

Youth Advisor Paula Silva & Youth Vice President Mia Silva, along with Sales Agents 

Susan Gonzales & Monica Cochran, and CMO, Jerry Escobar  for leading this       

wonderful cultural event.   
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2026 Festa Da Bola Artesia 
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Reception for the Secretary of State for Portuguese Communities, Emidio Sousa and the             

Consul-General of Portugal in SF, Filipe Ramalheira. Hosted by Sr. Manuel Eduardo Vieira and 

Casa dos Açores da California. Thank you to all who planned this evening and our PFSA leaders 

for representing PFSA. 
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SES Santa Clara 130th Festa do Espirito Santo, May 31st 
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Scholarship pics 
Apricot Fest 
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PFSA Co. 44 San Jose participating in the Mother’s Day monthly challenge! 

Co. 7 Gustine/Newman  celebrated Mother’s Day with pizza, dessert, and flowers! 

COUNCILS  IN ACTION 
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Co. 12 Oakland celebrated Easter and Mother’s Day at their meetings 
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PFSA Co. 20 Merced celebrated all of the mothers at their recent gathering! 
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PFSA Co. 24 San Leandro celebrated Mother’s Day at their monthly meeting! 
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PFSA Co. 84 San Luis Obispo celebrated Mother’s Day with flowers and 

celebrated teacher appreciation week with Joseph Pinheiro, Professor 

at Cal Poly SLO and Secretary of the Board! 
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PFSA Co. 90 Salinas celebrating Mother’s Day at their monthly 

meeting!! 
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PFSA Home Office celebrating Mother’s Day!! 

PFSA CEO Bernice Armas-Martinez 

celebrating teacher appreciation 

week with her son, Mr. Martinez!! 
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Thank you PFSA Co. 2, Bakersfield for hosting a wonderful Official Visit 

welcoming our Supreme Presidents, Officers, Board, and members! A 

great time was had by all! Thank you to everyone who planned the 

event.  
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MEMBERS MAKING  

A DIFFERENCE  

Assistance—Give Back 

Co. 100 Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank collected items for their local pregnancy 

center! 
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PFSA Council 100 had the amazing opportunity to sponsor the      

Lucille Whitehead School’s 6th Grade end of the year Dance! They 

provided pizza and dessert for all the kiddos to enjoy!! 
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PFSA Co. 66 Visalia celebrated Mother’s Day and collected toiletries for 

the Visalia Women’s Shelter!! 
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Have Fun – Celebrate Together 

EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

108 Madera   

46 Tulare 9/12/2026  

66 Visalia Testimonial  

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 
Oakdale/Escalon/

Riverbank 9/26/2026  

26 
Stevinson/Turlock/

Hilmar 9/27/2026  

44 Youth President  10/18/2026  

 Testimonial   

2026 Official Visits 
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PFSA Past Supreme Presidents & Spouses, officers, councils, and staff are invited to 

join this annual tradition. If you would like to join PFSA in the parade, please        

assemble in front of the hotel behind the main stage at 10:45.  Parade starts at 

11:00.  Regalia and badges welcome. 
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INFO & PROGRAMS         
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2026 PFSA Souvenir Convention Program  
  

Company Name: ___________________________________________ 
Contact Name:  ____________________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  ____________________________________________ 
Telephone:  (       ) __________________________________________ 
Email address: _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Please indicate the level of sponsorship: 

 $100.  Full Page Ad / Black and White   $120.   Colored Ad 

 $  60. Half Page Ad      $  80.   Colored Ad 

 $  40. Quarter Page Ad    $  60.   Colored Ad 

 $  25. Business Card 

 $300. Inside Cover / Center Page (Colored Ad)   

 $250.       Back Cover (Colored Ad) 
 
*All ads are printed in black and white if not specified. Text should be limited to advertisement for the business 
and/or a congratulatory message to the President(s). Photos should be limited to appropriate photos used for 
advertisement for the business and/or photos of the submitters choice. Convention Committee Members has final 
approval of the ad and photo content for the program. Digital ready artwork: high resolution pdf preferred, not less than 
300 dpi. All files should be provided as an individual attachment and NOT embedded in another file (i.e. Word). Minimum 
requirements for jpeg or png files is 300 dpi at final print size. 
 

** Electronic artwork/ads should be emailed to Juanita C. Pedrozo Jcpedrozo8@gmail.com 
DEADLINE:  September 1, 2026 

 

Please make check payable to PFSA Council # 46 and send to: 

Juanita C. Pedrozo 
3642 Thrift Rd 

Merced, CA  95341 
Tel: (209) 769-9031 
Juanita C. Pedrozo 



 

55 

          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 12 Oakland Albert Augustine  

Co. 20 Merced Herminia L. Garcia 

Co. 29 Watsonville Leo Bedard 

Co. 60 Concord Robert J. Wing 

Co. 66 Visalia Rosemary G. Santos 

Co. 69 Manteca Gloria C. Hudson 

Co. 84 San Luis Obispo Lucille T. Mello 

Co. 106  Riverdale John M. Maciel 

Co. 108 Madera Carmela Martin 

Co. 118 Elk Grove Orlando F.L. Toste 

Co. 138  Stratford/Hardwick Maria L. Lourenco  
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Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Email: Ashley.incitti@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Email: Cecilia.nelson@mypfsa.org 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

Email: sarah.louenzo@mypfsa.org 

Great New 

2026 Rates 

are here! 

Contact a PFSA Sales 

Agent to get  started to-

day! 

6.5%* 
*2026 Promotional Annuity 

$10K—$500K 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 

 


