
 

1 

PFSA Newsletter August 

2026 



 

2 

Monthly Challenges 

New Members Upcoming Events  

August 

• 8/1– Golf Tournament Atwater 

• 8/8 -  20s-30s Paint and Sip, Modesto 

• 8/9 - Turlock OV 

• 8/10 - Padres Portuguese Heritage Tailgate 

Crew, San Diego 

• 8/14 - 8/17 Pismo St. Anthony Festa 

• 8/15 - Quakes Portuguese Heritage             

Tailgate Crew, San Jose 

• 8/22 - Battle of Bifanas Festival, San Jose 

• 8/23 - Merced OV 

September 

• 9/6 -  Autism Awareness Event Livingston 

• 9/6 - Co. 100 Casino Bus Trip 

• 9/12 - Supreme President Testimonial, Tulare/

Visalia/Stratford OV 

• 9/20 - Benicia/Vallejo OV 

• 9/25 - Gustine/Newman OV 

• 9/26 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank OV 

• 9/30-10/3 - PBBI LAEF 50th Anniversary              

Conference 

 

 

 

16 - Newark 2 

18 - Stockton 3 

21 - Los Banos/Dos Palos 2 

23 - Antioch  3 

26 - Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 4 

38 - Modesto 6 

44 - San Jose 2 

98 - Ferndale 1 

100 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 2 
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Francis J. Dutra                       

PSP                                                

August 11th  

 

Carol Cromwell 

August 1  

 

Suzanne Vargas          

August 6  

Marci DeLuca                      

August 26th  

Josephine Lamebear 

August 1  

Juliette Trigo                            

August 25th 

Ted Pedrozo                          

Chairman of the Board  

August 9th 

Melanie Santos                     

Vice Chairwoman 

 August 31st 

Angela Seamas      

Ex-Officio BOD 

August 31st 

Samantha Reyes 

August 21st 

Mary Medeiros 

PSP                

August 3rd 
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LEADERSHIP &  

UPDATES 

Leading the Way 
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Delegate Packets: You will be receiving your Council’s Elected Delegate Roster. They must be completed and             

returned to the Home Office by August 17th. 

• Each PFSA Fraternal Council, MUST be in good standing NO EXCEPTIONS.  

• Automatic Delegates must have attended the majority of your regular council meetings as required by the 

Rules of Procedures. 

• New Additional Delegate Eligibility Requirements. See next page. 

Board Elections: The PFSA Board of Directors currently has one open position. Nominations are being accepted 

through September 1st. Packets were mailed out on July 1st.  

Please view the following requirements: 

• Must have a clear understanding of the duties of the Board of Directors and understand the structure,                

operation, and requirements of Fraternal Benefit Societies. 

• Must be able to devote time to the board activities and attend meetings. 

• Must be a current member of PFSA. 

Administrative System: To better serve our members and improve operational efficiency, PFSA has recently                               

implemented a new administrative system. As part of this transition, you will notice that payment notices and 

other member communications will have a new look. Thank you for your continued membership and support as 

we invest in improvements that strengthen PFSA and enhance your member experience.  

Important Notice to Members: We would like to inform you that billing notices may be arriving later than usual as 

we upgrade and improve the design and delivery of our billing statements. While we complete these                           

enhancements, you may still make payments by calling our Home Office: 209-702-6364. 

Our team is available to assist you with: 

• Making payments over the phone 

• Providing your current account balance 

• Confirming your monthly, quarterly, or annual payment amount 

If you have any questions about your account or payment options, please contact us. Our staff are happy to 

help. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we work to improve this process and provide you with a 

better billing experience. 

Thank you for being a valued PFSA member. 

                                                                                                                                                                                            

Convention is fast approaching and we are accepting Council Recognition Forms and nominations 

for Fraternalist of the Year and Portuguese Community Service Awards. Please refer to each form               
located in the INFO section at the back of the newsletter  for details. The Deadline is August 31, 

2026 and all submissions MUST BE EMAILED to jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org. If you do not receive an 

email confirming receipt by September 7, please contact jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org  408.813.1310.  

 

Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 
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Ted Pedrozo 

Chairman of the Board 

 

 

Dear Members of PFSA, 

I hope this message finds you enjoying the summer season with your family and friends. 

Summer offers us the opportunity to pause, reflect, and appreciate the many blessings in our lives. 

Whether you are traveling to reconnect with loved ones, spending time with family, volunteering 

within your  community, or simply enjoying a quiet moment with a good book, I hope this season 

brings you renewed  energy and gratitude. 

Over the past several months, I have had the privilege of visiting many of our councils. It has been a 

pleasure reconnecting with longtime members and meeting new faces who continue to strengthen 

our Society. Thank you to each council for your hospitality and for the commitment you                    

demonstrate to PFSA's mission. 

As we continue to move PFSA forward, I encourage members who have questions or need                          

assistance to first contact our Home Office staff, CEO, or Executive Team. They are committed to 

serving our membership and are best equipped to assist with operational matters, member services, 

and day-to-day questions. If additional guidance or Board consideration is needed, the Executive 

Team will ensure the appropriate matters are brought before the Board of Directors. 

I also encourage our councils to continue working closely with the Fraternal Committee and our 

Governors, whose role is to support councils, strengthen fraternal programs, and promote member 

engagement throughout the Society. Their dedication helps preserve our Portuguese heritage while 

building a stronger future for generations to come. 

As Chairman, I remain committed, together with the Board of Directors, to providing sound                         

governance, strategic leadership, and oversight as we work alongside the Executive Team to ensure 

the continued success and long-term strength of PFSA. 

Finally, I warmly invite each of you to attend our Annual Convention, taking place November 13–15 

in Visalia, California. Our annual convention is one of the highlights of the year—a time to strengthen 

friendships, celebrate our shared heritage, conduct the Society's business, and enjoy the fellowship 

that makes PFSA so special. The Convention Committee has dedicated countless hours to planning 

a memorable weekend, and I hope you will join us as we continue Honoring Our Roots, Shaping Our 

Future. 

Thank you for your continued membership, support, and commitment to the Portuguese Fraternal 

Society of America. 

 

Respectfully, 

Ted A. Pedrozo 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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June 20, 2026 

To: PFSA Beneficial Members and Council Officers 

From: Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Subject: Additional Delegate Eligibility for the PFSA Convention 

Dear PFSA Members, 

You are hereby notified that the PFSA Board of Directors, on June 20, 2026, revised the eligibility requirements for 

members wishing to attend the PFSA Convention as an Additional Delegate. These revisions are intended to provide 

opportunities for member participation while ensuring equitable representation and responsible management of 

Convention attendance.  

An Additional Delegate is a PFSA Beneficial Member who is not serving as a Delegate or Alternate Delegate but 

meets one of the eligibility requirements outlined below. A member may be considered for attendance as an 

Additional Delegate if he or she meets one of the following criteria: 

A. Member of an Inactive Council - A member whose Council became inactive within the twelve (12) months 

immediately preceding the Convention may be eligible to attend as an Additional Delegate. Eligibility under this 

provision is limited to one-time Convention attendance. To be eligible for future Convention participation, the 

member must join and actively participate in an active Council. 

B. New Member - A member who joined PFSA within six (6) months of the Council's election of Convention 

Delegates and wishes to attend the Convention may be eligible to participate as an Additional Delegate. 

C. Work or School Schedule Conflict - A member who is unable to regularly attend Council meetings due to work 

obligations, school schedules, or educational commitments may be eligible to attend the Convention as an 

Additional Delegate. 

All requests for Additional Delegate status are subject to: 

• Review and approval by the PFSA Executive Team; 

• Verification that the member meets one of the eligibility requirements outlined above; and 

• Availability of Convention delegated space.  

To ensure responsible management of Convention resources and accommodations, the number of Additional 

Delegates approved to attend any Convention shall be limited to twenty-five (25) members. 

Members seeking consideration as an Additional Delegate should contact their Council Secretary, who will submit 

the request to the PFSA Home Office for review. Members qualifying under the inactive Council provision may 

contact the Home Office directly for guidance regarding the approval process. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to PFSA and its mission. 

Sincerely, 

 

Bernice Armas-Martinez 

Chief Executive Officer 

Portuguese Fraternal Society of America 
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Get Ahead 

 

YOUTH &                 

FUTURE LEADERS 
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PFSA Supreme  

Youth President 

Joseph Reyes 
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15 



 

16 



 

17 



 

18 



 

19 
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CULTURE &  

COMMUNITY 

Celebrate Culture 

Past Supreme Presidents Richard Castro, and Antoinette Duarte                           

presenting Aaron Castro his Regalia as Past Supreme Youth President.  

https://www.facebook.com/antoinette.duarte.971639?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ6OzGRLPt26KO7Fs73EFqRKMyqkk2G-BYMJczBCUivNUVg2EVE8S03MC0BNBKgxyuoj1DdoyGTczMG34hHqWRDR3tYJo3EMk3rQLys3XzFcFuHzqt7XGMSIdaCXJ-qOgFTJy-jyKRftYMrfc6lR_qHPyEULod25hRCTN62T9k0Vcb3OjPkMbmndkbCmXaknY
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Newark Holy Ghost Festa Newark Pavilion. Thank you to all our PFSA Presidents Current and 

Past for celebrating.  

Oakdale FES, Festa do Espirito Santo Bodo De Leite 

https://www.facebook.com/newark.pavilion?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa4QOD577VP9SJ_1hI8gCR5RXvIpj0xwgCeHLRvH2z5lGMYOcRDJ5NvuZ5-Hs__H3065DOWLxzkA0MJQSnCMAkX_zMOj8c3Qby15iar7wwzZMfQBKgEABJHBlJf-pou7L5btoDjvIAJn3Dcfe9h5eKDcG1XguzPSTDdg1WqipwoV7kSFrF3QtcllD_Ae3l4AQaCaC2coeL
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PFSA Home Office Tailgate Crew Watch Party! Portugal vs. Croatia 
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Happy 4th of July from Santee Park San Diego!  

Happy 4th of July from our Past Supreme President Ronald V. Graham!  

https://www.facebook.com/ronvgraham?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZyNZbE6jm6tmDghH5UMF_GgV2egGJl4DO7be_8BW4UISlWKsOivpLmN3fY20DNQLlozZWxzhUVhLwUOqgRcGTSYtbCjxRLzUc3B-lRl4uqDZmWPzf6g_vwdzf3-itTQ7EUIkVOedZmdFzmf-LTdgJd&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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PFSA was honored to attend the final Casa dos Acores dinner event to say goodbye to their 

old building. Thank you to Sr. Manuel Eduardo Vieira, board, performers, and volunteers who 

made this a very special evening. We can’t wait to see the new home! 

https://www.facebook.com/manuel.e.vieira?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbDE3ThAiKQjI1UVfbtCKrH5cTiaLDhq1IWUotFlU_GUExdrtTRHnk7WqnPdga-xEJHp-Z-7ExMgg9esnP9NBwr1fX094DqIZGhSTqPZX-9gAb06nXHZdX51mxKpXXrj-6KTCHXUsDPwvDhhhBYq2KD&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

26 

One rooster wasn't enough. Two was fun. Three? Now we're talking. 

Welcome to the coop! Thank you Sydney Escobar for bringing this 

project to life. 
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COUNCILS  IN                 

ACTION 

PFSA Co. 28 Fresno Official Visit 
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PFSA Council 200 Lathrop, Official Visit 



 

29 

Co. 3 Eureka, Co. 4 Arcata, Co. 98  Ferndale Official Visit 
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PFSA Home Office participating in the July Challenge,                

celebrating Ice Cream Day!! 



 

31 

PFSA Council 44, San Jose celebrated the 4th of July and the USA World Cup win with Hot 

Dogs and Ice Cream Sundaes! 
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PFSA Council 24, San Leandro recently celebrated Independence Day and 

America’s 250th Birthday at their most recent meeting. They also collected pop 

tops for the Youth Ronald McDonald House charity collection. San Leandro 

President John Neto presented a check from their council to their member Lina 

Coelho who received a PFSA Scholarship. Congratulations Lina!  
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PFSA Co. 7 members celebrated the July challenge by acknowledging 

USA's 250th Birthday, 4th of July, wearing Red White and Blue, and                  

enjoyed banana splits for dessert!!  
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America’s 250th Birthday continues with PFSA Council 84 San Luis 

Obispo with more group fun. Thank you all for participating!  

PFSA Co. 20 Merced celebrated Father’s Day and 4th of July! 
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PFSA Co. 26 Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar participating in a monthly challenge 

and celebrating a birthday!! Great work Council 26!  



 

36 

PFSA Council 90 celebrated America’s 250th Birthday by wearing their 

red, white, and blue. Thank you all for participating in this month’s             

challenge!  

PFSA Co. 21 Los Banos/Dos Palos held their May and July meetings at 

Round Table Los Banos. Fun times! Awesome job Council 21!!  
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MEMBERS MAKING  

A DIFFERENCE  

Assistance—Give Back 

PFSA Co. 100’s Back to School Drive! 
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PFSA Co. 100 Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank had a back to school drive for their July 

Challenge! Great job giving back to the community!!! 

PFSA Co. 66 Visalia held a combo meeting for July/August. They nominated their delegates 

for convention, and celebrated our nations 250th birthday with ice cream and cake. S.P. 

Don Costa enjoyed his ice cream. For their August project they collected school supplies 

for Crowley Elementary in Visalia!! 
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Have Fun – Celebrate Together 

EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

46 Tulare 9/12/2026  

66 Visalia 
S. President 

Testimonial  

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 
Oakdale/Escalon/

Riverbank 9/26/2026  

108 Madera 
9/27/2026  

26 
Stevinson/Turlock/

Hilmar 10/3/2026  

38 Modesto   

99 
20-30s President               

Testimonial   10/11/2026  

44 
Youth President     

Testimonial 10/18/2026  

2026 Official Visits 
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AUGUST  10 

AUGUST  15 
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SPECIAL GUEST 

REFEREES FROM 
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INFO & PROGRAMS         
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Rewarding the Volunteer work and the Accomplishments of Our Members 

The Fraternal Council Recognition Program was created to provide Councils with incentives to become more involved in 

their Council and increase active participation of our members, their families and friends within their own local            

communities. The program rewards membership growth, social events, participation and community service projects. 

 

The program runs annually from September 1 to August 31 and gives councils set requirements to strive to achieve in 

three award categories – gold, silver and bronze – that provide opportunities to mobilize members, achieve monetary 

awards and gain community recognition.  

AWARD CATEGORIES:  Gold, Silver, and Bronze 

Fraternal Councils will be recognized based upon the total number of points achieved  in the various categories. 

• Up to Five Councils will receive a Gold Award 

• Up to Ten Councils will receive a Silver Award 

• Up to Fifteen Councils will receive a Bronze Award 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

• All applications must be received by August 31st. 

• Program application must be E-mailed to jerry.escobar@mypfsa.org .  Add Title. COUNCIL RECOGNITON. 

• If you do not get email confirmation in two days.  Please resend via email or call Jerry Escobar 408.813.1310 

September 1,—August 31     

Council Recognition Program Application 
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September 1,—August 31    Council:______________________ 

1. Participation in a Fraternal Event - Number of events…………………………………...________ X       5     =__________

(i.e. Picnic, Official Visits, Convention) Maximum of  25 points.  

 

 2. Participation in a PFSA Promoted Cultural or Community Event-Number of events  ________ X        5     =__________  

(i.e. Portuguese Heritage Game, Dia de Portugal, Wreath Ceremony) Maximum of  25 points. 

 

3. Each New Member Referred (New Policy Sold) …………………………………….….________ X        10      =__________ 

Maximum of  150 points.  

 

4. Each New Member Active in Council Activities, PFSA events, or meetings …….________ X        5      =__________ 

Maximum of  25 points.  

 

5. Community Service Projects - Number of projects held.…………………….………….________ X      10     =___________     

Maximum of 40 points.   

 

6. Council Monthly Challenge - Number of months participated ………………..……...….________ X      3       =__________           

Maximum of 36  points.   

 

7. Charity - Number of times donated to Charities…………………………….….………….________ X      5       =__________ 

 Maximum of 50 points.  

 

8. Volunteer Work - ...If your members volunteered in the community during the year….  Yes, Mark 20 points     __________         

Maximum of 20 points.  

 

9. Social Media - We posted on Facebook or Instagram (tag @mypfsa—Modesto).________ X  ____2        =__________ 

Maximum of  42 points. 

 

GRAND TOTAL OF POINTS EARNED ………………………………………………..….……………….…………____________ 

We hereby declare that all the statements on this application are true and correct to the best our knowledge. 

Council President: _________________________________________ Date:  _______/______/_______ 

Council Secretary: _________________________________________ Date:  _______/______/_______ 

EMAIL: Jerry.Escobar@mypfsa.org   
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June 15, 2026 

 

 

Dear PFSA Members and Fraternal Councils: 

 

 

The Board of Directors has opened nominations to fill one Board of Director positions to serve a four (4) year term 

from January 1, 2027, to December 31, 2031. The expiring position is Director of the Board Duane Oliveria whom is 

eligible for re-election. The PFSA Board of Directors is the governing body of the Society and is responsible for high-

level oversight and direction of a Hundred and Forty-Six Million Dollars ($146,000,000) not-for-profit insurance and 

financial services organization as well as 44 local Fraternal Councils, which engage in social, charitable, and 

benevolent activities to benefit members and their communities.  

 

Any PFSA Beneficial Member or Fraternal Council of PFSA may nominate Benefit Members as candidates for a 

Director position. Nomination forms, a resume of qualifications of the nominee as well as a Candidate’s Statement 

and picture are to be submitted no later than September 1, 2026, to the PFSA Home Office. Nominations postmarked 

after September 1, 2026, will not be accepted. Enclosed is a Nomination Form and the Requirements and Desired 

Experience for a member to serve as a Director on the Board of Directors. Please NOTE, the following eligibility 

update, The Board of Directors has eliminated any ownership or management of a business or department 

from previous requirements. The PFSA Board of Directors request your assistance in notifying your members that 

we are seeking qualified candidates among our membership who possess the educational background, work experience 

and other related experience that are required to fill this position.  

 

Nominees that meet the requirements will be interviewed by the PFSA Governance Committee, prior to the approval 

of the slate of candidates by the Board of Directors. 

 

The PFSA Board of Directors appreciates and thanks you for your assistance in this very important process.  If you 

have any questions, please contact the PFSA Home Office at (866) 687-7372. 

 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally Yours, 

 
 

Ted Pedrozo 
Ted Pedrozo 

Chairman of the Board 
 
 

 
PFSA Board of Directors with term ending, respectively, December 31st: 

Ted Pedrozo, Chairman (2027) ~ Melanie Santos, Vice-Chairwoman (2028) 

Joseph Pinheiro, Secretary (2029) ~Duane S. Oliveira (2026) ~ Robert A. Bertao (2027) ~ 

John P. Camara (2028) ~Melanie Santos (2028) ~Monique Vallance (2029). 
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          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 1 Joao Medina 

Co. 13 Mary Perry 

Co. 20 John O Sousa 

Co. 21 Mary Bertao 

Co. 26 Maria C Silva 

Co. 31 Mark E Coelho 

Co. 46 Manuel Sousa  

Co. 89 Joaquin Souza 

Co. 113 Jacob R.J. Mendes 

Co. 140  Gerald M Mendes 
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3.5%* 

Universal Life — 

Flexible for your 

life needs! 

*2026 Universal Life 

$25,000K—$1,000,000 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 

 

 

Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Email: joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Email: Leonardo.xavier@mypfsa.org 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Email: susan.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Email: monica.cochran@mypfsa.org 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Email: Ashley.incitti@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Email: Cecilia.nelson@mypfsa.org 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

Email: sarah.louenzo@mypfsa.org 

Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Contact a PFSA Sales Agent 

to get  started  today! 


