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Monthly Challenges 

New Members Upcoming Events  

September 

• 9/6 -  Autism Awareness Event, Livingston 

• 9/6 - Co. 100 Casino Bus Trip, Red Hawk    

Casino 

• 9/12 - Supreme President Testimonial,                           

Tulare/Visalia/Stratford  

• 9/19 - San Rafael OV 

• 9/20 - Benicia/Vallejo OV 

• 9/25 - Gustine/Newman OV 

• 9/26 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank OV 

• 9/27 -  Madera OV 

• 9/30 -10/3 - PBBI LAEF 50th Anniversary              

Conference 

October 

• 10/3 -10/4 - Pumpkin Festival Manteca 

• 10/3 -  Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar & Modesto 

OV 

• 10/9-10/10 Pismo Beach Heritage Day 

• 10/10 -  Riverbank Wine & Cheese Event 

• 10/11 - 20’s-30’s Beach Clean Up Pismo 

• 10/11 - 20’s-30’s President Testimonial 

• 10/17-10/19 - Thorton Festa 

• 10/18 - Youth President Testimonial 

 

3 - Eureka 3 

7 - Gustine/Newman 1 

16 - Newark 4 

21 - Los Banos/Dos Palos 1 

24 - San Leandro 3 

26 - Stevinson/Turlock/Hilmar 4 

38 - Modesto 5 

66 - Visalia  4 

100 - Oakdale/Escalon/Riverbank 7 

118 - Elk Grove 1 

138 - Stratford/Hardwick  1 

200 - Lathrop  3 
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Bernice                                        

Armas-Martinez                             

PFSA CEO                                                               

Sept 1st 

John P Camara                  

Director of the Board   

Sept 3rd 

Dylan Crivello  

Sept 3rd 

Marc Silva                          

Sept 3rd 

Marvin Azevedo                       

Sept 5th 

Michael and                             

Judy Oliver                              

Sept 5th & 22nd 

Monica Cochran               

PFSA Sales Agent                 

Sept 10th 

Carley Azevedo             

PFSA Administrative                      

Assistant                                     

Sept 10th 

Erik Silva                  

Sept 11th 

Donald Costa                     

Supreme                      

President                   

Sept 24th 

Carla                    

Cardoso       

Sept 19th 

Marissa Geston             

S. Youth Marshal 

Sept 5th 

Danny              

Silva                     

Sept 28th 

Declan                               

Underwood                 

Sept 28th 

Nicole Silva 

Sept 28th 

Ron Graham                            

PSP                    

Sept 2nd 

James                          

Cromwell                    

Sept 21st 

Vanessa Lourenco               

Sept 27th 

Happy Birthday to our Members born in September! 

Kerem Garcia                   

PFSA Receptionist                              

Sept 1st 

Madi Pinheiro 

Spouse of PSP 

Sept 9th 

Anthony 

Mendes              

PSP             

Sept 12th 

Cecilia Nelson 

PFSA Sales Agent 

Sept 21st 
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LEADERSHIP &  

UPDATES 

 

Recently Liliana Lourenco of Co. 12, Oakland visited our Past Supreme President of U.P.P.E.C. Joanne Camara. 

She is recovering from surgery and getting better and better each day.  Joanne is a very strong lady and 

when Liliana asked whom she took after she responded, “my grandmothers!” PFSA wishes Joanne a speedy 

recovery!  
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Delegate Packets: Delegate Packets were mailed. Please mail in your RSVP by October 15th. 

• Each PFSA Fraternal Council, MUST be in good standing NO EXCEPTIONS.  

• Automatic Delegates must have attended the majority of your regular council meetings 

as required by the Rules of Procedures. 

 

Attention Council Secretaries: 2026-2027 Official Visit request forms will be mailed to you in 

October. 

 

Annual Policy Reviews: Please call the Home Office to schedule a complimentary Annual                          

Review of your policies. We want to ensure that all information and accounts are up to date.                                                                                                                             

 

Convention Survey: Coming soon, the home office will be conducting a Convention surveys 

to gather input. Further details coming soon. 

 

Newsletter Mailing List: Love your PFSA Newsletter? Take it Digital in 2027! Coming soon, PFSA 

will be renewing our mailing list for members to  receive newsletters digitally. Don’t worry, you 

can still request a printed copy! Stay tuned for more details. 

 

Photo Submissions: Help us keep the content flowing! Email your submissions to                                       

publishing@mypfsa.org by the 15th of each month. Please include council name, event                        

description (1-2 sentences), and 3-5 photos.  

 

 

Executive Corner 

Bernice Armas-Martinez, CEO 

Miriam Ramos, Interim CFMO 

Jerry Escobar, CMO 

Our community has many fun activities and events happening monthly. Please check the 

newsletter regularly, to plan your next outing. All are invited! We hope to see you there! 
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PFSA Supreme President 

Donald Costa 

 Northern California 

In August, I continued to represent PFSA in many ways, truly enjoying these experiences. I appreciate the                                 

opportunities to meet such wonderful people. During the month of June 2026, I went on a tour to Portugal and Spain. 

What a fantastic experience. Such beautiful sites and experiences. Lots to reflect on, however, Fatima was my                                      

favorite, since it brought back many of memories with my grandmother and me marching in the procession, holding 

candles, while the priest prayed and we sang “Ava Maria.” Quite emotional for me. 

On July 12, 2026, I attended the Official Visit of Council #200 Lathrop, held in Manteca. It was festive with the                         

Hawaiian theme. It was so nice to see so many people there from last year’s convention hosted by Council #200. I                             

appreciate all the supportive memories from the convention, and it gave me a chance to properly thank the                        

council. Thank you, Supreme Youth President, for such a great speech and for attending. Very sorry we missed                      

20’s-30’s Supreme President, who had to work and couldn’t attend. Sure missed you! 

On July 22, 2026, I attended the monthly meeting of Council #66, Visalia, great time celebrating the 250th Birthday of 

USA, while we were all dressed in red, white, and blue attire. Last month’s newsletter (page 38) shows pictures of the 

fun. Also, we brought school supplies which were delivered to a school to help children. Testimonial, Official Visit and 

convention details were discussed. 

On July 24, 2026, I drove to Fortuna for an Official Visit in Northern California. I stopped by the pastry shop owned by 

Past Supreme 20’s-30’s President. Great cookies/brownies, Patch wasn’t there. 

On July 25, 2026, I attended the Official Visit for Council #3 Eureka, #4 Arcata, and #98 Ferndale, held in Ferndale. It 

was well attended and I truly enjoyed seeing so many there. Supreme 20’s-30’s President gave an outstanding speech, 

and it was nice to see her cousin and my cousins, the Costa girls.  The Ferndale Portuguese Hall was beautifully                             

decorated (page 29, last newsletter). Missed our Supreme Youth President, Joseph Reyes, who couldn’t attend. We sure 

missed you and your mom. Also, got a chance to meet the new Secretary and Sales Agent for Ferndale, Sarah                    

Lourenzo, who did a great job welcoming everyone. It was so nice to see so many from a long distance, including the 

CEO, Bernice Armas-Martinez, Sales Agent Susan Gonzales, Director of the Board Duane and Shirley Oliveira, and PSP’s 

Gary and Caron Dias. So nice to see Dave’s grandson growing up, such a difference a year of growth makes.                         

Afterwards, I went to Patch’s other pastry shop in Ferndale, missed seeing him. Delicious coke freeze. Maybe another 

time. 

On July 26, 2026, I traveled home for a convention committee meeting. PFSA Council #16, Newark, hosted a Holy Ghost 

Festa. I am so sorry I couldn’t attend. However, it was nice to see Supreme Vice President, Rui Rodrigues, and others 

march with our banner. I truly appreciated our banner present and everyone who attended. Thank you, Richard Castro, 

for transferring it from Modesto to Newark and back and allowing me to stay at your home. 

On July 27, 2026, PFSA convention committee met to discuss details for the Testimonial, Official Visit, and convention. 

Several items were discussed and finalized. Thank you to the committee for your continuous support and dedication. 

On August 2, 2026, I represented PFSA along with Supreme 20’s-30’s President, Miriam Work and Supreme Youth                 

President, Joseph Reyes. We presented Luso Supreme Presidents in Reno. It was very nice to see all the youth in                      

attendance and see the awards which were awarded to the dance groups. Thank you for the opportunity to meet 

such wonderful people. 

On August 3, 2026, I traveled home and couldn’t attend the fraternal committee meeting, which I felt bad to miss. 

Stopped by the office on the way home to discuss details with Miriam Ramos and Carley Azevedo. Thank you so much 

for always making me feel so welcome. 

Thank you to all the members and guests who attended this month’s functions. I truly enjoyed seeing you!  Please                    

update your policies: PFSA, Former Societies: IDES, SES, UPEC, and UPPEC. Contact any agent, the office, or myself. 

Fraternally yours, 

 Donald J. Costa  

559-972-4693 
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PFSA would like to thank the Luso-American Financial Presidents, 

Board, Staff, and Members for the warm welcome given to our PFSA 

Presidents at Visitors Hour. Congratulations on a very successful 2026 

Luso-American Financial Convention!  
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YOUTH  & FUTURE 

LEADERS 

Congratulations to                                       

Daniela Mendes of Co. 16 for                    

receiving a PFSA Scholarship! PFSA 

would also like to                                               

congratulate Sage Warner of Co. 2 

and Izabela Guzman of Co. 118 For                            

receiving a PFSA Grant! 

PFSA Co. 118                  

member,                         

Olivia Duffek was                 

awarded a 2026 PFSA 

Scholarship and the 

Tony & Evelyn Luis                  

Memorial                    

Scholarship. This   

summer she                       

entered the                    

Canning and              

Baking                                            

Competition at the         

California State Fair. 

Of her five baked 

good entries, Olivia 

received three 1st 

Place, one 3rd place, 

and one Award of 

Merit!                      

Congratulations                 

Olivia!  
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CULTURE &  

COMMUNITY 

Celebrate Culture 
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Padres Portuguese Heritage Night with 

the PFSA Tailgate Crew! 
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 Quakes Portuguese Heritage Night 2026 
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Saint Anthony Festa, Pismo Beach 2026 
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COUNCILS  IN                 

ACTION 

PFSA Co. 7 Gustine-Newman celebrated the August challenge by                   

donating school supplies to OLM Catholic School students. Great job 

giving back Council 7!!  
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Council 11 Turlock, Official Visit 



 

23 

What a wonderful 50’s Themed Official Visit! Thank you to PFSA Council 20, 

Merced for hosting our Supreme Officers and members. 
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PFSA 2026 Annual Golf Tournament, hosted by PFSA Co. 20 Merced 
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PFSA Paint & Sip hosted by our Supreme 20-30’s! A special thank you to                     

Supreme President Don Costa and Interim CFMO Miriam Ramos for joining us! 

Thank you to everyone who came out and made it such a fun afternoon! 
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PFSA Co. 44 San Jose had a great time coming together to donate school               

supplies to children in need. Great job giving back to the community! 

PFSA Co. 12  Oakland celebrated summer Hawaiian  style at their most  recent 

meeting. They also celebrated the 100th birthday of their member, Don Silva!!  
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PFSA Co. 100 had a great time at “Oakdale Day” at the Modesto Roadsters 

Baseball game! Thank you to all who joined, including Chairman of the 

Board, Ted Pedrozo and CMO, Jerry Escobar. 
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PFSA Co. 26 participated in the August challenge by donating 

school supplies to children in need. Awesome work! 

Co. 84 San Luis Obispo had a pizza party meeting the day after the                                         

St. Anthony Festa. 
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MEMBERS MAKING  

A DIFFERENCE  

Assistance—Give Back 

Members of PFSA Co. 66, Nancy Cunha, PSP and Youth Marshal, Marissa Geston    

delivered school backpacks and supplies to Crowley Elementary in Visalia. This was 

their council’s August charity project! 
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PFSA would like to thank our member Tony 

Gonsalves, for taking some great pictures 

of Co. 3, Co.4, and Co. 98’s  Official Visit! 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

PFSA would like to give a special thanks to Gary and Caron Dias, Ron and 

Maria Graham, PSP’s, officers, and to the members who helped out at St.                    

Anthony's Festa in Pismo Beach! 
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Have Fun – Celebrate Together 

EVENTS & 

ACTIVITIES 

Council City Dates  

21 Los Banos/Dos Palos 1/11/2026  

118 Elk Grove 1/25/2026  

34 Freeport/Clarksburg   

51 Sacramento   

5/36 Hayward 2/22/2026  

13 Tracy 3/15/2026  

18 Stockton   

1 San Diego 3/21/2026  

90 Salinas 3/28/2026  

14 Mountain View 4/19/2026  

44 San Jose   

8 Santa Maria 4/26/2026  

84 San Luis Obispo   

99 Lompoc   

140 Cayucos   

2 Bakersfield 5/30/2026  

200 Lathrop 7/12/2026  

3 Eureka 7/25/2026  

4 Arcata   

98 Ferndale   

11 Turlock 8/9/2026  

20 Merced 8/23/2026  

46 Tulare 9/12/2026  

66 Visalia 
S. President 

Testimonial  

138 Stratford   

54 Benicia/Vallejo 9/20/2026  

7 Gustine/Newman 9/25/2026  

100 
Oakdale/Escalon/

Riverbank 9/26/2026  

108 Madera 
9/27/2026  

26 
Stevinson/Turlock/

Hilmar 10/3/2026  

38 Modesto   

99 
20-30s President               

Testimonial   10/11/2026  

44 
Youth President     

Testimonial 10/18/2026  

2026 Official Visits 
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INFO & PROGRAMS         

 DEADLINE: September 14, 2026 
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          In Memoriam 
Though they may be gone, their light continues to guide 

us, their love remains in our hearts, and their memory    

becomes the treasure we carry forward. 

Council Member 

Co. 3 Hazel M Alves 

Co. 20 Joseph N Mendonca 

Co. 34 Frank Espinosa Jr 

Co. 35 Maria F Soares 

Co. 38 Patricia A Fantazia 

Co. 76 Lauralee Teixeira 

Co. 108 Loren S Capp 

Co. 113 Frances D Couto 
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3.5%* 

Universal Life — 

Flexible for your 

life needs! 

*2026 Universal Life 

$25,000K—$1,000,000 

2.5% Minimum Guaranteed Rate 

 

 

Joe Seamas 

Lic# 0C00867 

Phone# 209-275-0200 

Email: joe.seamas@mypfsa.org 

Donald J Costa 

Lic# 0576728 

Phone# 559-972-4693 

Email: donald.costa@mypfsa.org 

Leonardo Xavier 

Lic# 0E52410 

Phone# 925-726-9543 

Email: Leonardo.xavier@mypfsa.org 

Billy Gonzales 

Lic# 4318139 

Phone# 209-844-9351 

Email: billy.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Susan Michelle Gonzales 

Lic# 0D55435 

Phone# 209-840-0749 

Email: susan.gonzales@mypfsa.org 

Monica Cochran 

Lic# 4130869 

Phone# 209-735-9427 

Email: monica.cochran@mypfsa.org 

Stephanie Koch 

Lic# 4059388 

Phone# 707-498-8805 

Ashley Incitti 

Lic# 4360980 

Phone# 209-493-9090 

Email: Ashley.incitti@mypfsa.org 

Odette Pinheiro 

Lic# 0B75501 

Phone# 805-264-4190 

Email: odette.pinheiro@mypfsa.org Cecilia Nelson 

Lic # 4434252 

Phone# 209-595-7964 

Email: Cecilia.nelson@mypfsa.org 

Sarah Lourenzo 

Lic# 4442893 

Phone# 707-616-5318 

Email: sarah.louenzo@mypfsa.org 

Email: stephanie.koch@mypfsa.org 

Contact a PFSA Sales Agent 

to get  started  today! 


