
510 City-County Building
414 Grant Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
City of Pittsburgh

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 12025-1477

Status:Type: Proclamation Adopted

File created: In control:2/3/2025 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/4/2025 2/4/2025

Enactment date: 2/4/2025 25Enactment #:

2/4/2025Effective date:

Title: WHEREAS, the Honorable Justice Cynthia A. Baldwin, a trailblazer in the legal field and an exemplary
leader in her community, is celebrating her 80th birthday, and it is fitting that we acknowledge her
numerous contributions and celebrate her remarkable achievements; and,

Sponsors: R. Daniel Lavelle, All Members

Indexes: PROCLAMATION - MR. LAVELLE

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

AdoptedCity Council2/4/2025 1 Pass

WHEREAS, the Honorable Justice Cynthia A. Baldwin, a trailblazer in the legal field and an exemplary leader
in her community, is celebrating her 80th birthday, and it is fitting that we acknowledge her numerous
contributions and celebrate her remarkable achievements; and,

WHEREAS, Justice Baldwin made history as the first African-American woman elected to the Allegheny
County Court of Common Pleas and only the third African-American and second African-American woman to
serve on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, where she served with distinction until her retirement in 2008; and,

WHEREAS, a passionate advocate for education, Justice Baldwin’s journey began as a teacher in the
McKeesport Area School District, where she and her husband founded a not-for-profit counseling and tutoring
service for underserved young people. She later obtained her law degree from Duquesne University School of
Law, where she graduated on Law Review; and,

WHEREAS, Justice Baldwin’s leadership extends to her service on numerous boards and organizations,
including the Fulbright Association, the Association of Governing Boards of Colleges and Universities,
Duquesne University, the Pittsburgh Urban League, the United Way, and the Pennsylvania State University
Board of Trustees, where she was the first person of color and the first woman to serve as Chair; and,

WHEREAS, she has earned recognition for her dedication to improving her community and mentoring future
generations, receiving numerous honors, including the ATHENA Award, the Heinz History Center History
Maker Award, the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s A. Leon Higginbotham Award, and the Women and Girls’
Foundation’s Art of Justice Award; and,

WHEREAS, Justice Baldwin continues to inspire others through her work as a mentor, speaker, and community
leader, striving to make a positive difference both locally and globally, as exemplified by her work in Uganda
and Zimbabwe, her involvement with the International Women’s Forum, and her presentations at conferences
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around the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Pittsburgh City Council and the citizens of Pittsburgh join
in celebrating the 80th birthday of the Honorable Justice Cynthia A. Baldwin and honor her lifelong
commitment to justice, education, leadership, and public service;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby declare Saturday,
February 8, 2025 as “Justice Cynthia A. Baldwin Day” in the City of Pittsburgh.
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