
Coming in February
 	 Venture Funds: Follow the Money

 Cutting Through the Noise: Keys to 

Winning Campaigns

 Gene & Cell Therapies: An Update

 20th Anniversary of PharmaVOICE

 CRO CEOs

 R&D Influencers

 Showcases: 

	   Decentralized Clinical Trials	

  Rare Disease

ROBIN ROBINSON
Senior Editor

Print marketing 
remains a staple in 
pharma’s promotional 
toolbox for one simple 
reason: it works.   
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Entrepreneurs shake 
up the industry with 
their willingness to 
take risks, and in 
so doing they bring 

innovations to healthcare and 
create opportunities for many.
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It’s exciting to see 
the addition of Best 
Digital Health 
Product to the Prix 
Galien awards, 

giving well-deserved recognition 
to the groundbreaking field of 
digital device-based medicine.
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Lighting the way...
As we say good riddance to 2020, and look toward a more optimistic 

2021, we are starting to see some glimmers of light and a more hopeful 
future. Granted, as they say, hope is not a strategy, but there is hope. At 

this moment, two COVID-19 vaccines have been 
approved and millions of doses are being rolled 
out across the world even as several more vaccines 
make their way through the development and 
approval process. There is hope that through the 
vaccination process we can begin to neutralize this 
terrible disease. 

We have witnessed several powerful people  
publicly receive the vaccine, including Presi-
dent-Elect Joe Biden, Vice President-Elect Ka-

mala Harris, and Vice President Mike Pence as a demonstration of their 
confidence about the safety of the vaccines to the American public. But 
even before these notable figures sat before us, we celebrated 91-year-old 
U.K. native Margaret Keenan, who was the first person in the world to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine outside of clinical trials. Then in another 
milestone, Sandra Lindsay, 52, was the first person to receive a COVID-
19 vaccination in the United States. The director of critical care nursing 
at Long Island Jewish Medical Center was not thinking about herself as 
much as her colleagues and the patients she works with when she volun-
teered to receive the vaccine. She wanted to lead by example — particu-
larly as a Black woman who understands the legacy of unequal and racist 
medical treatment and experimentation on people of color. There is hope 
that we can begin to democratize healthcare.

There may not yet be a light at the end of the tunnel, but as Craig 
Lipset, co-creator of the recently launched Decentralized Trials & Re-
search Alliance (DTRA), has stated, there is a light in the tunnel. Craig 
along with Amir Kalali, M.D., have joined together to dramatically 
increase access for all patient populations in clinical trials and research. 
DTRA’s goal is to unite stakeholders, including healthcare companies, 
regulators, patient groups, and research organizations, to make clinical 
trial participation widely accessible by advancing policies, research prac-
tices, and new technologies in decentralized clinical research. Nearly 50 
industry entities have already joined the coalition. There is hope that  
through partnership, new ways of conducting clinical research can be 
achieved.

 It’s this type of innovation and entrepreneurship that continues to 
fuel the flames of hope. We are privileged at PharmaVOICE to connect 
with inspirational leaders and influencers across the industry who con-
tinually tackle the status quo to move the industry forward. We had the 
distinct honor to speak with more than a half-dozen change agents for 
this month’s cover story. In some cases, these individuals took big risks 
to make their visions a reality. Their stories are unique and their entre-
preneurial journeys are aspirational. There is hope that these individuals, 
and others like them who strive for a better tomorrow, continue to drive 
innovation and vanquish the status quo.  

From all of us at PharmaVOICE, our hope is that all of you find your 
own light in the tunnel as we all look forward to a brighter tomorrow.

Taren Grom
Editor
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