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S U M M I T

Innovation 
distinguishes 
between a leader 
and a follower.

Steve Jobs

KEY TOPICS

• Digital Marketing – Becomes a front runner for digital, mobile and social media 
communication

• Brand Strategy – Building a brand that will improve customer retention and brand equity 

• Relationship Marketing – Boosting physical engagement though personal and non-personal 
relationship marketing 

• Healthcare Policy – Impacts from the ACA and an update on Sunshine Act

• Multi-Channel Marketing – Optimizing your Multi-Channel Marketing Campaigns 

NETWORK WITH INDUSTRY EXPERTS LIKE

Pfizer, Purdue Pharma, Novartis Oncology, Johnson & Johnson, Janssen, Cubist 
Pharmaceuticals 

YOUR KEY BENEFITS
• Optimize your time – Presentations, case studies and interactive forums that provoke your 

creativity, and offer superior knowledge and practical insights

• One-on-One business meetings – A chance to get the latest updates on solutions from 
companies servicing your industry

• Grow your network – Engage in unparalleled networking opportunities

• Access the secured summit website – Review premium summit content post event

• Exquisite environment – Enjoy the surroundings conducive to knowledge sharing
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Talent Pool
EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS  
AND PROMOTIONS IN THE
HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER  
Raptor Pharmaceutical has 
appointed Krishna R. Polu, 
M.D., as its chief medical 
officer. He is charged with 
overseeing all global clinical 
development programs, med-
ical affairs and other related 
functions. 

Dr. Polu most recently served as chief medical 
officer at CytomX Therapeutics. 

Dr. Paula Bokesch
TENAX THERAPEUTICS NAMES CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER

Tenax Therapeutics, a spe-
cialty pharmaceutical com-
pany focused on develop-
ing and commercializing 
a portfolio of products for 
the critical care market, has 
appointed Paula Bokesch, 
M.D., as chief medical of-

ficer. 
Dr. Bokesch will direct clinical development 

for the company’s lead asset, levosimendan, 
including the current Phase III LEVO-CTS trial to 
evaluate the use of levosimendan for the reduc-
tion of morbidity and mortality in cardiac sur-
gery patients at risk for developing low cardiac 
output syndrome.

Dr. Bokesch most recently worked as senior 
medical director for drug development at Cubist 
Pharmaceuticals. 

  SERVICE POOL

Phil Cyr
Ellynne Dec
Dr. Bob Nordyke
PRECISION FOR VALUE EXPANDS HEALTH 
ECONOMICS AND OUTCOMES RESEARCH 
TEAM 
Precision for Value, a Precision for Medicine Com-
pany, which provides health economics, analytics, 
and marketing communications services to life-sci-
ences clients, has expanded its Health Economics 
and Outcomes Research (HEOR) team to meet 
growing customer demand. Phil Cyr was named 
VP, health economics, Ellynne Dec was named se-
nior principal, health economics, and Bob Nordyke, 
Ph.D., was appointed senior VP, health economics 
and evidence strategy. 

Mr. Cyr is focused on developing and executing 
academically and commercially relevant health 
economic and outcome research studies and ser-
vices for biopharma, medical device, and diagnos-

  BIOTECHNOLOGY POOL

Mary Thistle
DIMENSION NAMES CHIEF BUSINESS 
OFFICER

Dimension Therapeutics, a 
rare disease company ad-
vancing novel treatments for 
diverse genetic disorders of 
the liver based upon an AAV 
gene therapy platform, has 
appointed Mary Thistle to 
the newly created position 

of chief business officer. Most recently, Ms. Thistle 
was senior VP, business development, at Cubist 
Pharmaceuticals. 

  BIOPHARMA POOL

David Barrett
Derek Small
ASSEMBLY BIOSCIENCES ANNOUNCES 
SENIOR MANAGEMENT CHANGES

Assembly Biosciences, which 
is developing novel oral ther-
apies for the cure of intracta-
ble infectious diseases, focus-
ing on hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
and C, has named David Bar-
rett chief operating officer, in 
addition to his current role as 
chief financial officer. 

In other company news, 
Derek Small has been named 
CEO in addition to his cur-
rent position as president. Mr. 
Small succeeds Russell Ellison, 
M.D., as CEO.

Dr. Robert Copeland
EPIZYME APPOINTS PRESIDENT OF 
RESEARCH

Epizyme, a clinical stage bio-
pharmaceutical company 
creating innovative personal-
ized therapeutics for patients 
with genetically defined 
cancers, has named  Robert 
Copeland, Ph.D., president of 
research. Dr. Copeland, who 

was previously executive VP of research and chief 
scientific officer at Epizyme, will continue to serve 
as chief scientific officer.

Dr. Krishna Polu
RAPTOR PHARMACEUTICAL APPOINTS 

Mary Thistle

David Barrett

Dr. Robert Copeland

tics clients. Before joining the 
company, Mr. Cyr was senior 
director of health economics 
at PriceSpective and ICON.

Ms. Dec is a decision an-
alyst and an actuary. Before 
joining Precision for Value, 
Ms. Dec was a healthcare ac-

tuary at Milliman.
Dr. Nordyke is responsible for delivering sci-

entifically rigorous and commercially relevant ser-
vices to global biopharma clients. 

Before joining Precision for Value, Dr. Nordyke estab-
lished the health economics practice at PriceSpective. 

Michael du Toit
EVERYDAY HEALTH NAMES PRESIDENT

Everyday Health, a digital 
health and wellness com-
pany, has appointed Michael 
du Toit as president. 

In this newly created role, 
Mr. du Toit is responsible for 
managing and directing the 
strategy for the consumer 

and professional businesses, including product, 
editorial, sales and sales development.

Mr. du Toit joins Everyday Health from Publi-
cis Healthcare Communications Group, where he 
served most recently as global group president.

Dr. Amin Rostami 
CERTARA PROMOTES WITHIN R&D 

Certara, a global biosimu-
lation technology-enabled 
drug development and drug 
safety consulting company, 
has promoted Amin Rostami, 
Pharm.D., Ph.D., to senior VP of 
R&D and chief scientific officer. 

Dr. Rostami previously 
served as co-founder and VP of R&D for Certara’s 
Simcyp Business Unit.

In addition to his work with Certara, Dr. Rostami 
serves as a professor of systems pharmacology at 
the University of Manchester, England.  

Roger Smith
ACURIAN ANNOUNCES PROMOTION

Acurian, a full-service pro-
vider of global patient enroll-
ment and retention solutions 
and a subsidiary of PPD, has 
appointed Roger Smith to 
lead the company as senior 
VP and general manager. For-
merly, he was senior VP of 

Acurian operations. Mr. Smith has been a member of 
Acurian’s senior management team for 13 years.  

Dr. Krishna Polu

Dr. Paula Bokesch

Dr. Bob Nordyke

Michael du Toit

Dr. Amin RostamiDerek Small
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  PHARMA POOL 

Dr. Lorianne Masuoka
InVivo Therapeutics Appoints Chief Medical 
Officer 
InVivo Therapeutics Holdings has appointed Lori-
anne Masuoka, M.D., as chief medical officer. Before 
joining the InVivo team, Dr. Masuoka served as 
senior VP and chief medical officer at Cubist Phar-
maceuticals.

InVivo Therapeutics Holdings is a pioneering 
biomaterials and biotechnology company with a 
focus on treatment of spinal cord injuries.

Dr. Pratik Multani
Dr. Adrian Senderowicz
Ignyta Expands Clinical Leadership Team 
Ignyta, a precision oncology biotechnology com-
pany, has named Pratik Multani, M.D., chief med-
ical officer, assuming responsibility for the role 
from Adrian Senderowicz, M.D., who has been 
appointed to the newly created role of clinical and 
regulatory strategy officer.

Dr. Multani was most recently chief medical 
officer at Fate Therapeutics, where he led the 
clinical development of ProHema for the treat-
ment of hematologic malignancies and other 
rare diseases. 

  BIOPHARMA POOL 

Dr. James Cassella 
Concert Pharmaceuticals Appoints Chief 
Development Officer
Concert Pharmaceuticals has appointed James 
Cassella, Ph.D., as chief development officer. In this 
newly created role, Dr. Cassella is leading Concert’s 
product development strategy and operations and 
will have responsibility for all preclinical, clinical, 
and manufacturing activities.

Dr. Cassella brings to Concert more than 25 
years of experience in drug development, includ-
ing experience with product development, clinical 
trial design and execution, regulatory affairs, and 
product registration in the US and EU. Most re-
cently, Dr. Cassella served as executive VP, research 
and development, and chief scientific officer of 
Alexza Pharmaceuticals.

Tiffany Crowell
Cerulean Appoints VP, Clinical Operations
Cerulean Pharma has appointed Tiffany Crowell VP, 
clinical operations.

Ms. Crowell is charged with overseeing Cerule-
an’s clinical operations, including the Phase II clin-
ical trial for CRLX101 in third and fourth line renal 
cell carcinoma, the Phase I clinical trial of CRLX301 
in solid tumors, and ongoing investigator-spon-
sored trials in non-metastatic rectal cancer and 
relapsed ovarian cancer.

Ms. Crowell joins Cerulean from AVEO Phar-
maceuticals, where she spent approximately three 
years in positions of increasing responsibility in 
clinical operations, most recently as VP, clinical 
operations. 

David Hallal 
Alexion Appoints CEO
Alexion Pharmaceuticals has appointed David 
Hallal as CEO. Mr. Hallal has been Alexion’s chief 
operating officer.

He succeeds Leonard Bell, M.D., chairman and 
CEO, who will retire as CEO and continue to serve 
as chairman of the board. Dr. Bell was the principal 
founder of Alexion, a biopharmaceutical company 
focused on serving patients with severe and rare 
disorders through the innovation, development, 
and commercialization of life-transforming thera-
peutic products, in 1992 and has served as CEO for 
the past 23 years.

Mr. Hallal has more than 25 years of experience 
in the biopharmaceutical industry. Since joining 
Alexion in 2006 to initiate commercial operations, 
he has served in key leadership positions of in-
creasing responsibility, including as the company’s 
first chief commercial officer.

Rick Modi
Catabasis Names Chief Business Officer
Catabasis Pharmaceuticals, a clinical-stage bio-
pharmaceutical company focused on the discov-
ery, development, and commercialization of novel 
therapeutics using its proprietary SMART linker 
technology platform, has named Rick Modi as 
chief business officer. 

Mr. Modi brings to Catabasis 15 years of experi-
ence in corporate, business, and product commer-
cialization strategy. 

Before joining Catabasis, Mr. Modi was senior 
VP, global marketing at InterMune, an orphan drug 
company that was acquired by Roche in 2014. 

Peter Radovich
Global Blood Therapeutics Strengthens 
Management Team 
Global Blood Therapeutics, a biopharmaceutical 
company developing novel, orally available small 
molecule therapeutics for the treatment of se-
vere chronic blood diseases, has appointed Peter 
Radovich VP of program leadership and business 
strategy. Mr. Radovich, who possesses more than 
13 years of biotechnology industry experience, is 
responsible for overseeing the company’s proj-
ect management, chemistry, manufacturing and 
controls (CMC), commercial strategy and public 
relations functions. 

Mr. Radovich most recently served as VP of 
program leadership at Onyx Pharmaceuticals, a 
subsidiary of Amgen, where he led the company’s 
global, cross-functional product team responsible 
for the development and commercialization of 
Kyprolis. 

  DEVICE POOL

Maximillian Fiore
NxThera Names Chief Development and 
Operations Officer 
NxThera, a medical device company focused on 
providing solutions to treat endourology condi-
tions, has appointed Maximillian Fiore as its chief 
development and operations officer. 

In this new role, Mr. Fiore will lead the evolution 
of the company’s development and operations 
organizations as NxThera begins to scale produc-
tion and expand commercial availability of its pro-
prietary Rezum System to treat benign prostatic 
hyperplasia (BPH). 

  SERVICE POOL

Dr. Gregory Gross
Pamela Pinta 
GTO Adds Two New Partners 
Greater Than One, an independent and global dig-
ital communications company focused on health-
care, has added two partners to the organization: 
Gregory Gross, Ph.D., executive creative director 
for content, and Pamela Pinta, chief account and 
strategic officer. 

Dr. Gross joined GTO in February 2013 and 
brings 15 years of agency–of–record experience 
in healthcare communications, with a focus in 
oncology. 

Ms. Pinta joined the company in September 
2012, bringing with her more than 20 years of 
agency–of–record experience in pharmaceutical 
advertising. 

She has launched blockbuster and specialty 
brands in many therapeutic categories, including 
oncology, virology, CVD, CNS, and infectious dis-
ease.

Dr. Susan Suponcic 
Navigant Taps Leader for Global Market Access 
Center of Excellence
Navigant has named Susan Suponcic, Ph.D., to Nav-
igant Life Sciences’ practice as managing director 
and leader of the Global Market Access Center of 
Excellence. 

In her role, Dr. Suponcic is charged with assist-
ing life-sciences clients with strategic initiatives to 
optimize, substantiate, and capture the value of 
their innovations across dynamic and demanding 
global market access environments.  

Dr. Suponcic brings almost two decades of 
experience delivering measurable and impactful 
business results through global pricing, health 
economics, and market access initiatives both as 
a pharmaceutical company executive and indus-
try consultant. Most recently, she led the global 
market access practice at Kantar Health, a WPP 
company. 
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Ken Getz, MBA 
Director, Sponsored Research 
Programs 
Tufts CSDD

DRUG DEVELOPMENT KEYNOTE

REGISTER AT WWW.THECONFERENCEFORUM.ORG OR CALL 646-350-2580

Organized by Executive Sponsor Associate Sponsor Supporting Sponsor Media Partner

Lee Allen, MD, PhD 
CMO 
Spectrum Pharmaceuticals

CHAIRCEO MODERATOR

PHYSICIAN CEO KEYNOTE

Leslie Williams, MBA 
CEO 
ImmusanT

David Schenkein, MD 
CEO 
Agios

The Annual Event for Physicians in Life Sciences to: 
✓ Address the unique challenges associated  

with directing and managing all R&D functions,  
while raising capital, and strategizing for  
appropriate exits.


✓ Create a network of CMOs from emerging life  
science companies to share ideas,  
solutions and support.


                       
	 CSOs WelcomeToo!
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  CONSULTING POOL

Joseph Mauro
Huron Healthcare Names Managing Director
Huron Consulting Group, a provider of business 
consulting services, has named Joseph Mauro as 
a managing director in its healthcare practice to 
assist hospital executives and physician leaders 
with the transition from a volume-based to a val-
ue-based care delivery system.

Mr. Mauro has more than 30 years of experi-
ence partnering with large hospitals and health 
systems on clinical and operational improvements. 
He joins Huron Healthcare from Siemens Medical, 
where he served as national director, strategic 
accounts.

  TECHNOLOGY POOL 

Anand Mehta
Sproxil Appoints Head of India Operations 
Sproxil, a provider of world-class brand protection, 
has announced that Anand Mehta has been ap-
pointed head of the company’s Indian operations. In 
this role, Mr. Mehta is responsible for managing the 
staff and leading the development and execution 
of Sproxil India’s expansion plans. He is directing 
the management of the company’s corporate rela-
tionships with customers, vendors, regulators and 
shareholders. Before joining Sproxil, he was the chief 
marketing officer at Motoring Ahead and at Think 
as Consumer, a growth acceleration and outsourced 
marketing firm focused on startups and SMBs. 

Nick Watling 
DRUGDEV APPOINTS CHIEF BUSINESS 
OFFICER 
DrugDev has appointed Nick Watling to the new 
position of chief business officer.

Mr. Watling is charged with leading strate-
gic initiatives to further enhance DrugDev’s op-
erational performance and enable it to continue 
providing world-class support to customers as it 
achieves its ambitious strategic goals. He also will 
oversee the human resources, quality and admin-
istration functions. 

An accomplished international human re-
sources and talent expert, Mr. Watling has a proven 
track record for achieving excellence in managing 
operations and driving organizational change.  

May 4 – 6, 2015 • Miami, FL, Trump International Beach Resort
BioNetwork has become one of the top partnering events for Pharma and Biotech companies in North America.  

The intimate, informal, and exclusive setting of BioNetwork allows all attendees to meet everyone and interact with one another.

“I want to thank you for all the great conferences you’ve put together. Did you see the PR release 
about the Albion/Avion Pharma deal we just did?! I owe it to your conferences and the 1 on 1’s  

I have shared with a fellow attendee. Thank you BioNetworkers!!!!!”
- Nathan Nelson, General Counsel, Director of Licensing & Corporate Development, Albion

RegisteR today! 1.888.482.6012  •  bionetwork@wbresearch.com  •  www.bionetworkmiami.com  (c
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Beautifully disruptive
We are the rebels who dare  
to dream differently. There’s  

a fire in our hearts, minds, and  
bellies. We live to ignite your  

brand with revolutionary ideas.  
We believe that when you torch  

the tried and true, healthcare  
gets a lot more interesting.  

 
To blaze a trail through mediocrity,  

make us your ad agency. 
 

We are beautifully disruptive.  
We are PALIO.

 

ignitedbypalio.com

Ad Page PALIO Date: 3.12.15 • Client: Palio • File Name: 31664_ncppur_Palio_Ad_PharmaVoice_fi • Trim: 9” x 11” • Bleed: 9.25” x 11.25” • Live: 8.5” x 10.5” PharmaVoice

31664_ncppur_Palio_Ad_PharmaVoice_fi2.indd   1 3/13/15   11:58 AM
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