
and international expansion for both large and 
small CROs. Most recently, she was the world-
wide head of data management and bioostatis-
tics for Parexel’s early phase group.

In her new role, she is responsible for lead-
ing the biostatistics and programming teams, as 
well as the data management and data standards 
groups at Veristat.

  AGENCY POOL

Jon Bircher
CELLO HEALTH NAMES CHIEF 
COMMERCIAL OFFICER

Cello Health has appointed 
Jon Bircher as chief commer-
cial officer, a new position 
aimed at building the brand 
positioning and proposi-
tion in the marketplace. He 
assumes responsibility for 
market positioning and rep-

utation, as well as the commercialization of key 
cross-capability offerings. He joined Cello Health 
Consulting, formerly The MSI Consultancy, 10 years 
ago.

Charlie Buckwell
Simon Holt
Michel Nakache
MCCANN HEALTH STRENGTHENS 
LEADERSHIP TEAM

McCann Health, the profes-
sional and consumer health 
and wellness global commu-
nications network, and part 
of McCann Worldgroup, has 
promoted Charlie Buckwell 
to president, Europe, Mid-
dle East & Africa (EMEA). Mr. 

Buckwell succeeds Michel Nakache, who is pro-
moted to the newly created role of president, 
global clients unit. Mr. Buckwell continues to over-
see McCann Complete Medical.

In addition, Simon Holt 
has been appointed to the 
newly created position of 
chief business strategy officer. 

Mr. Holt, who joins the 
company from Novartis Inter-
national, where he was global 
head public policy, also as-

sumes leadership of McCann Health’s Double Helix 
Consulting & Double Helix Discovery units, suc-
ceeding Mr. Buckwell. 
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Amy Fix
Dr. Louis Fries III
Dr. Glenn Gregory
NOVAVAX ANNOUNCES 
MANAGEMENT PROMOTION

Novavax, a clinical-stage 
vaccine company focused 
on the discovery, devel-
opment, and commercial-
ization of recombinant 
nanoparticle vaccines and 
adjuvants, has made several 
promotions.

Amy Fix has been named senior VP, regula-
tory affairs. Ms. Fix joined Novavax in April 2013 
as VP, regulatory affairs, and is responsible for 
regulatory strategy, regulatory operations, and 
interactions with international regulatory agen-
cies, including the FDA, the European Medicines 
Agency, and a number of other global regulatory 
agencies.

Louis Fries III, M.D., has been named senior VP 
and chief medical officer. Dr. Fries joined Novavax 
in 2011 with more than 22 years of experience 
in clinical testing and development of human 
vaccines in academic, small biotech, and major 
biopharmaceutical environments.

The company named Dr. Gregory Glenn pres-
ident, research and development. Dr. Glenn joined 
Novavax as its chief scientific officer in July 2010. 

Dr. Diego Miralles
ADAPTIVE BIOTECHNOLOGIES NAMES 
PRESIDENT OF ADAPTIVE THERAPEUTICS

Adaptive Biotechnologies, a 
leader in next generation se-
quencing (NGS) and expert 
bioinformatics to profile T- 
and B-cell receptors of the 
adaptive immune system, 
has appointed  Diego Mi-
ralles, M.D., as president of 

Adaptive Therapeutics. 
Most recently, Dr. Miralles was the global head, 

Johnson & Johnson Innovation, where he estab-
lished the Johnson & Johnson Innovation Centers, 
JLABS, and Janssen Healthcare Innovation. 

Dr. Miralles is charged with building the ther-
apeutics division of Adaptive and heading the 
company’s efforts to leverage its best-in-class plat-
form for identifying T- and B-cell receptors for 
use in therapies that will directly impact patient 
outcomes.

 
Dr. Bruce Roberts 
VEDANTA BIOSCIENCES APPOINTS NEW 
CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER
Vedanta Biosciences, which is pioneering the de-
velopment of a new class of therapies designed 

to modulate the human 
microbiome, has appointed 
former Genzyme group VP, 
Bruce Roberts, Ph.D., as chief 
scientific officer.

Dr. Roberts has 30 years 
of experience in biotech-
nology and pharmaceutical 

drug discovery and development. He most re-
cently served as head of neuroimmunology and 
immune-mediated disease research at Sanofi 
Genzyme where he directed preclinical efforts 
resulting in the introduction of therapeutic an-
tibodies, gene therapies, cell therapies and small 
molecules into multiple clinical trials for the 
treatment of cancer, multiple sclerosis, and au-
toimmunity.

  CRO POOL

Francois Audibert
Steven Herne
BIOCLINICA EXPANDS EHEALTH SOLUTIONS’ 
STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP TEAM

Bioclinica, a specialty clinical 
trials technology and ser-
vices provider, has brought 
two industry experts on 
board to join its eHealth 
business segment leader-
ship team.

Francois Audibert has 
been named VP for global consulting, responsible 
for data sciences, safety system, and process as well 
as the company’s life-sciences big data strategy. Mr. 
Audibert was most recently VP of pharmacovigi-
lance at HighPoint Solutions.

Steven Herne is charged with heading Bioclin-
ica eHealth Solutions global commercial endeav-
ors across all three divisions comprising eClinical, 
safety and regulatory, and financial lifecycle solu-
tions. Mr. Herne was most recently chief commer-
cial officer at ERT where he was an executive mem-
ber of the global leadership team, responsible for 
creating and executing the long-term strategic 
growth plan across all business lines. 

Faith Kolb
VERISTAT STRENGTHENS SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT TEAM

Veristat, a full-service 
CRO, has appointed Faith 
Haines Kolb to the newly 
created position VP of bio-
metrics. She joins Veristat 
with more than 20 years 
of experience leading op-
erational teams and large-

scale projects during periods of rapid growth 
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 PHARMA POOL

Sean Brynjelsen
SAGENT PHARMACEUTICALS 
NAMES EXECUTIVE VP, BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT
Sagent Pharmaceuticals, a provider of affordable 
pharmaceuticals to the hospital market, has hired 
Sean Brynjelsen as executive VP, business develop-
ment.  In this newly created role, Mr. Brynjelsen is 
charged with developing and executing a strategy 
to drive long-term growth through the accelera-
tion of product licensing, acquisition of products 
and portfoliosm as well as the execution of other 
M&A activity.  Most recently, he served as senior VP, 
global business development, for Akorn.

Marino Garcia
SYNERGY PHARMACEUTICALS APPOINTS 
CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER
Synergy Pharmaceuticals has promoted Marino 
Garcia to the newly created role of executive VP 
and chief strategy officer from senior VP, corpo-
rate development. He is charged with driving all 
business development activities, as well as leading 
the planning and execution of Synergy’s corporate 
strategies and priorities.

Martin Golden
Frank Hudson
Walt Johnston
Mark Reisenauer
Kenton Stewart
ASTELLAS MAKES MANAGEMENT CHANGES
Martin Golden has been appointed to senior VP 
and head of marketing strategy, at Astellas, a 
global role responsible for developing and im-
plementing marketing strategy for both strategic 
in-line products and pipeline.

In other company news, Frank Hudson has 
been promoted to senior VP and head of budget 

and control, medical & development. Walt John-
ston, Mark Reisenauer, and Kenton Stewart have 
been promoted to senior VPs, with responsibility 
for commercial activities in the United States in 
the areas of urology and hospital, oncology, and 
hospital and health systems, respectively.

 BIOTECH POOL

Dr. Roman Rubio
REVANCE THERAPEUTICS EXPANDS 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Revance Therapeutics, a biotechnology company 
developing botulinum toxin products for use in 
aesthetic and therapeutic indications, has added 
Roman Rubio, M.D., to its senior management team. 

As senior VP of clinical development, Dr. Rubio 
leads the company’s clinical development team, 
focusing on further accelerating the advancement 
of its neurotoxin development programs.

Dr. Rubio comes to Revance from Avalanche 
Biotechnologies,  where he was senior VP of trans-
lational medicine.

Dr. David Thompson
AZURE BIOTECH NAMES  
PRESIDENT
Azure Biotech, a private biotechnology company 
developing novel formulations of lasofoxifene, has 
named David Thompson, Ph.D., president. Azure 
is preparing to enter clinical studies in VVA with a 
proprietary formulation.

Dr. Thompson is a seasoned pharmaceutical 
executive with extensive research and clinical de-
velopment experience. Most recently, at Alexion 
Pharmaceuticals, Dr. Thompson was the VP and 
global team leader responsible for the worldwide 
regulatory approval of Strensiq, a compound to 
treat hypophosphatasia.

Dr. Fatih Uckun
NANTKWEST NAMES VP OF RESEARCH AND 
CLINICAL DEVELOPMENT
NantKwest, a clinical-stage immunotherapy com-
pany focused on harnessing the power of the in-
nate immune system by using natural killer cells to 
treat cancer, infectious diseases, and inflammatory 
diseases, has appointed Fatih Uckun, M.D., as VP of 
research and clinical development. 

Dr. Uckun is responsible for spearheading the 
company’s overall scientific development strategy, 
including management of the pipeline and clinical 
development programs.

 BIOPHARMA POOL

Dr. Kelly Lindert
TOKAI STRENGTHENS DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Tokai Pharmaceuticals, a biopharmaceutical com-
pany focused on developing and commercializing 
innovative therapies for prostate cancer and other 
hormonally driven diseases, has strengthened 
its development team with the addition of Kelly  
Lindert, M.D., as executive VP and head of devel-
opment. She joins the company from Novartis 
Vaccines and Diagnostics, where she worked for 
almost eight years, most recently as the global 
head of development for the company’s influenza 
vaccines program.

 EMERGING PHARMA POOL

Dr. Michael Luther
BANTAM PHARMACEUTICAL APPOINTS 
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Bantam Pharmaceutical, a pharmaceutical com-
pany focused on the discovery and development 
of compounds to treat cancer with a focus on RNA 
translation, has appointed Michael Luther, Ph.D, 
president and CEO. Before joining as Bantam, Dr. 
Luther was senior VP and general manager for the 
discovery and development services division for 
Albany Molecular Research. 

 CRO POOL

Dr. Judith Ng-Cashin
INC RESEARCH APPOINTS CHIEF 
SCIENTIFIC OFFICER
INC Research Holdings, a, global CRO, has ap-
pointed Judith Ng-Cashin, M.D., as chief scientific 
officer. She is responsible for leading the integra-
tion of the company’s therapeutic and medical/
scientific expertise for Phase I to IV clinical trials 
and overseeing for scientific, medical and ethical 
governance matters, including collaboration with 
key medical and scientific stakeholders.  

Contact Kathy Deiuliis at kathy@pharmavoice.com
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