
The Greater Than One Group (GTO) and its non-
profit subsidiary Honeycomb Health conducted a 
cross-country road trip to raise money for the rare 
disease cause. In August, Rebecca Trahan began 
her trip to raise money for Honeycomb Health, a 
non-profit designed to help people with rare dis-
eases securely store, manage, and share their health 
information. Rebecca, a rare disease survivor, has 
spontaneous coronary artery dissection (SCAD). The 
goal of the trip is to raise $2.5 million from individual 
donations from $5 to $500. 

Ms. Trahan’s cross-country road trip celebrates 
her 10th anniversary after her near-death experience 
with SCAD, along with her birthday. She will initially 
drive more than 10,000 miles to network with every 
group of rare and ultra-rare disease patients she can 
find in however many cities, towns, and neighbor-
hoods she feels is necessary to achieve the goal. 

Elizabeth Apelles, founder and CEO of The Greater 
Than One Group, formed Honeycomb Health, which 
leverages innovative technologies and inspired mar-
ket solutions to unite patients, family members and 
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JUNE 

Sharon Cunningham, CEO and Co-

founder Shorla Pharma

Diane Bryant, CEO NovaSignal

Erica Cohen, Senior VP, Operations 

Greenphire

Jill Quigley, Chief Operating Officer 

Passage Bio

Jennifer Aquino, VP, Digital Patient Suite 

IQVIA

Sponsored by: 

 

 

JULY 

Christi Shaw, CEO, Kite, a Gilead company

Nancy Lurker, President and CEO, EyePoint 

Therapeutics

Retsina Meyer, Ph.D., Head of Strategic 

Projects and Alliances, Delix Therapeutics

Kim Mehle, VP, Oncology Commercial 

Services, IQVIA

Sponsored by: 

GTO and Honeycomb Team Up to 
RAISE MONEY FOR RARE DISEASE

health providers in rare disease management. 
“GTO works a great deal in the rare disease 

space, and rare disease affects a number of people 
in my family,” Ms. Apelles says.

Honeycomb Health also offers free online store 
fronts to rare disease advocacy groups as a way to 
contribute to funding new research. The trip is also 
being funded through a Go Fund Me page which 
was recently set up where 100% of what is raised 
will be tax deductible and 100% will go towards the 
Honeycomb Health platform and the Honeycomb 
Health stores. 

To donate: https://gofund.me/91bfd684
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Novartis and the Novartis 
U.S. Foundation have collab-
orated with Coursera, the Na-
tional Medical Association, 
Thurgood Marshall College 
Fund, Morehouse School of 
Medicine, and 26 additional 
historically Black colleges, 
universities, and medical 

Schools to co-create programs that address the root 
causes of systemic disparities in health outcomes 
and create greater diversity, equity, and inclusion 
across the research and development ecosystem.

Leaders from these companies, organizations, 
and learning institutions have signed a pledge  to 
co-develop programs focused on building trust in 
the healthcare system with communities of color 
and making measurable progress towards health 
equity. Working together with the communities 
they aim to impact, the collaboration will focus on 
improving access to high-quality education, tech-
nology, improved health outcomes, and promising 
jobs; increasing clinical trial and clinical trial investi-
gator diversity; addressing inherent bias in the data 
standards used to diagnose and treat disease; and 
finding actionable solutions to environmental and 
climate issues that disproportionately affect health 

Novartis Pledges Greater DIVERSITY,  
EQUITY, AND INCLUSION ACROSS R&D

among communities of color.
“At Novartis, we envision a world with equity in 

health for all. Just as there are a multitude of factors 
and causes behind racial disparities in health and 
education, there is no single solution to this critical 
challenge,” says Vas Narasimhan, M.D., CEO of No-
vartis. “It will take the concerted, urgent action of 
diverse stakeholders across the public and private 
sectors. We are honored and humbled to work to-
gether with these organizations to build enduring 
solutions to some of the most pressing, deeply 
rooted, and historic challenges in the United States, 
and we invite other like-minded companies and 
organizations to join us in creating this paradigm 
shift in health equity.”

Over an initial period of 10 years, the collabo-
ration will focus on enabling the next generation 
of Black and African American leaders by creating 
equitable access to high quality education and pro-
fessional development for future leaders, in health 
science, technology and business-related fields, and 
other key elements.

All parties will spend the next six months co-cre-
ating programs with the communities, including es-
tablishing the first clinical trial, data standards, and 
environment, climate and health research centers at 
Morehouse School of Medicine. 

Dr. Vas Narasimhan
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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES:

 » Accelerate Clinical Trials Enrollment with 
Digital Precision
Sponsored by: Firstsource

 » Selecting a Strategic Artificial Intelligence 
and Pharmacovigilance Focused Technology 
Partner
Sponsored by: Tata Consultancy Services 

EBOOKS AND WHITEPAPERS:

 » Transitioning from Quantitative PCR 
to Droplet Digital PCR for Mycoplasma 
Detection
Sponsored by: Bio-Rad

 » Opportunities to Accelerate Decentralized 
and Digital Trials
Sponsored by: eClinical Solutions

 » Japan and China are Outpacing Europe 
as Leading Biopharmaceutical Innovation 
Hubs
Sponsored by: Health Advances

 » Envisioning a bold, new future of clinical 
development
Sponsored by: IQVIA

 » Digital health solutions and SaMD: 
Pharma’s five steps for success
Sponsored by: S3 Connected Health

 » Don’t Do It Alone: To De-Risk Your Next 
Trial, Seek Outside Expertise
Sponsored by:  WCG

PODCASTS:

 » Mycoplasma Detection for Cell and Gene 
Therapy
Sponsored by: Bio-Rad

 » Opportunities to Accelerate Decentralized 
and Digital Trials
Sponsored by: eClinical Solutions

THERAPEUTIC DIGESTS:

 » July: Dermatology
Provided by: PharmaVOICE and ThinkGen

 » August: Arthritis and Other Inflammatory 
Diseases
Provided by: PharmaVOICE and ThinkGen

VIDEOS:

 » DIA 2021 One on One Interview — 
Ronan Brown, IQVIA 

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Jonathan Burr, Saama Technologies

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Jason Casarella, Advanced Clinical

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Joe Eazor, ERT

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Geoffrey Gill, Shimmer Americas

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Kyle Hogan, Datacubed Health 

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Tom Mueller, ACM

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
John Reites, THREAD Research 

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Scott Scarola, Syneos Health

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Ed Seguine, Clinical Ink

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Rod Walker, Javara Inc. 

 » DIA 2021 One-on-One Interview — 
Joseph Zabinski, Ph.D., OM1

 » PharmaVOICE 100 One-on-One Interview — 
Melissa Barnhart, CMI Media Group

 » PharmaVOICE 100 One-on-One Interview — 
Eve Dryer, Travere Therapeutics

 » PharmaVOICE 100 One-on-One 
Interview — 
Edward Vaz, P360

 » PharmaVOICE 100 One-on-One 
Interview — 
Jim Weiss, Real Chemistry

WEBINARS/VIRTUAL PANELS:

 » Industry Panel — Trends, Challenges, 
and Solutions for Product, Market, and 
Competitor Intelligence
Sponsored by: Cipher

 » Next-Generation Commercial 
Innovation: Moving From Promise to 
Practice
Sponsored by: EVERSANA

 » Harnessing Big Data To Accelerate Trial 
Recruitment
Sponsored by: Kinetic from Syneos Health

 » Hello, Chatbot: HCP Insights & 
Best Practices to Optimize Virtual 
Engagement
Sponsored by: Orbita Automation with 
Empathy 

 » Demystifying Cell & Gene Therapy 
Trials – Critical areas you should 
know for incorporating current FDA 
perspectives
Sponsored by: Parexel

 » Combining Patient Data with the 
Patient Voice: A Novel Approach
Sponsored by: Rare Patient Voice and 
Clinakos

 » Real Chemistry Think Tank: Improve 
Customer Experience Through A Holistic 
Engagement Model
Sponsored by: Real Chemistry 

 » 365 Days | 360 Degrees — How to 
Remotely Measure Longitudinal Health 
Data for Better Outcomes
Sponsored by: SISCAPA and Crucial Data 
Solutions
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A group of Yale bioethicists have found that larger 
pharmaceutical companies are better at clinical 
trial transparency and sharing data among their 
peers than smaller companies. AbbVie, Amgen, 
Bayer, Merck KGaA, Roche, Takeda, and Novartis all 
got perfect scores on the ranking of overall trans-
parency. Following close behind were Merck & Co., 
Novo Nordisk, and Sanofi.

Using Good Pharma Scorecard (GPS) measures, 
companies and products were evaluated on their 
clinical trial registration, results dissemination, and 
FDA Amendments Act (FDAAA) implementation; 
companies were ranked using these measures and 
a multicomponent data sharing measure. Associa-
tions between company transparency scores with 
company size (large vs non-large), location (US 
vs non-US) and sponsored product type (drug vs 
biologic) also were examined.

Only 26% of products examined had results for 
all trials supporting their approval made available 
to the public. On the flip side, 11% of trials had 
no results reported at the time of approval. Of 
those seven products, two were approved based 
on ongoing trials manufactured by U.S.-based 
companies, meaning they did not yet have to 
report results. The report also noted that 42% of 
FDA-approved drugs failed to meet the regulator’s 
own data transparency requirements and yet the 
agency has only once warned a company for fail-
ing to provide information. 

The study concluded that it was feasible to 
apply the GPS transparency measures and rank-
ing tool to non-large companies and biologics. 
Greater research transparency is needed, particu-
larly among non-large companies, to maximize the 
benefits of research for patient care and scientific 
innovation.

Transparency studies typically examine infor-
mation available on the U.S. government’s clinical-
trials.gov database, but the Yale study went further 
to include data from trial registrations, results 
reporting, FDA compliance, and patient-level data 
sharing practices among pharma companies. The 
study looked at novel drugs and biologics.

The Yale report covers information released for 
drugs approved in 2016 and 2017 — long before 
COVID-19 was even a distant risk. But its findings 
are important in the context of the pandemic, the 
authors argue. If all pharmaceutical companies 
laid bare all the data supporting their clinical trials, 
maybe the public would be more trusting of med-
ical science — and a few more people could be 
convinced to sign up for their COVID shots.

AbbVie, Roche 
TOP DATA 
TRANSPARENCY LIST

The Galien Foundation announced the 2021 Prix 
Galien USA Award nominees for Best Biotech-
nology Product, Best Pharmaceutical Agent, Best 
Medical Technology and Best Digital Health Prod-
uct. This year’s ceremony is the Prix Galien’s 50th, 
marking half a century of recognizing excellence 
in biopharmaceutical and medical technology in-
novations that improve the human condition. Win-
ners will be announced during the Prix Galien USA 
Awards Ceremony on October 28, 2021, in New 
York City. The ceremony will adhere to recommen-
dations from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization 
(WHO).

The 2021 Prix Galien USA nominees, totaling a 
record-breaking 83 product nominations, include 
products evaluated in the following categories: 
Best Biotechnology Product — 21 nominees; Best 
Pharmaceutical Agent – 34 nominees; Best Med-
ical Technology — 18 nominees; and Best Digital 
Health Solution — 10 nominees.

To qualify, each candidate must be U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) approved for mar-
keting within the last five years and demonstrate 
tremendous potential to improve human health. 
Sales data are not considered by the nominating 
committee in their award nominee selection, only 
science and health impact.

“These nominees reflect our celebration of 50 

The Galien Foundation Announces the 
2021 PRIX GALIEN USA AWARD NOMINEES

years of the Prix Galien Awards and the progress 
made in working to improve the state of human 
health,” says Bruno Cohen, Chairman of The Galien 
Foundation. 

The Prix Galien USA Awards Committee, com-
posed of 12 renowned leaders from the biomed-
ical industry and academia, including five Nobel 
Laureates, is responsible for evaluating nominees. 
The Prix Galien USA Digital Health Awards Com-
mittee is composed of nine distinguished leaders 
from the biomedical industry and academia.

In addition, the Galien Foundation announced 
that six world-leading biopharma companies re-
sponsible for development of COVID-19 vaccines 
and therapeutics will jointly receive the 2021 Roy 
Vagelos Pro Bono Humanum Award for Global 
Health Equity.

The award recognizes innovative individual 
and group efforts to improve the human condition 
through the application of biomedical science to 
health problems in developing or underserved 
populations worldwide. 

This year’s award recipients will consist of 
senior leaders from COVID-19 vaccine makers 
Pfizer/BioNTech SE, Moderna Inc., AstraZeneca 
PLC, and Johnson & Johnson. The Prix Galien 
committee will also recognize top executives 
representing Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, which 
received Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for 
the investigational COVID-19 antibody cocktail 
REGEN-COV (casirivimab and imdevimab), and 
Eli Lilly & Company, which received EUA for 
bamlanivimab. 

2M Clinical Launches 
NEIGHBORHOODTRIALS.COM

and Survey Research Center can support a poten-
tial patient’s interest in a clinical trial by linking 
that patient with various clinical trial sites across 
the U.S. Their goal is to serve as a central source 
for actionable clinical trials recruitment and partic-
ipation information for patients, healthcare part-
ners, community and faith-based organizations, 
and sponsors. Neighborhoodtrials.com combines 
innovative technology, spatial epidemiology, com-
munity outreach through trained study navigators, 
and social and digital marketing to make clinical 
trials accessible to everyone. 2M Clinical, Inc. is a 
technology-driven, full-service African American 
Owned clinical research firm founded by husband-
and-wife team, Dr. Eddilisa Martin and Dr. Marcus 
Martin.

2M Clinical 
has launched 

neighborhoodtrials.com to connect individuals 
and community-based organizations with cus-
tomized, interactive, data-driven, AI-powered, and 
actionable clinical trials information. This new plat-
form continues the 2M Clinical mission: to increase 
participation and retention in clinical trials across 
all communities by bringing together study-seek-
ing participants, neighborhood organizations, 
study sponsors, healthcare organizations, and phy-
sicians through the innovative use of technology, 
digital media, and trained study navigators.

Visitors can use the neighborhoodtrials.com 
platform to find potential clinical trials by their zip 
code. In addition, 2M Clinical’s Patient Engagement 
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BioNJ announced the winners of its 2021 Com-
pany and Pitch Presentation Competition held in 
conjunction with the organization’s 11th Annual 
BioPartnering Conference. Presented in concert 
with J.P. Morgan and Johnson & Johnson Innova-
tion on May 18 and 19, the Conference brought 
together life-sciences professionals from nine 
countries and 20 states as well as the District of Co-
lumbia and featured almost 70 company and pitch 
presentations, hundreds of one-on-one partnering 
meetings and plenary sessions led by industry 
leaders and world-renowned research institutions 
from the region.

The 2021 Company and Pitch Presentation 
Award Honorees are:

  Diagnostics & Enabling Technologies:
 Elizabeth Holmberg, Chief Financial Officer, 

Third Pole Therapeutics
  Devices:

 Joe Muldoon, CEO, FAST BioMedical
  Oncology Therapeutics:

 Michael Ferraresso, Chief Commercial Officer, 
AVEO Oncology

BioNJ BioPartnering CONFERENCE
  Pitch Presentations:

 Alexander Ploss, Ph.D., President, Acurasset 
Therapeutics

  Therapeutics & Enabling Technologies:
 Ira Spector, Ph.D., MBA CEO, SFA Therapeutics, 

Inc.
  Therapeutics:

 Susanne Wilke, Ph.D., MBA, President & CEO, 
Cognoptix
 
“We couldn’t be more excited for these entre-

preneurs or more pleased with the outcome of 
this year’s Conference,” says BioNJ President and 
CEO Debbie Hart. “I’d like to thank both J.P. Mor-
gan and Johnson & Johnson Innovation for their 
continued support and commitment. The energy, 
expertise and thought leadership they bring to 
the development of the Conference year after year 
is impactful and instrumental to it success. In its 
11th year, BioNJ’s BioPartnering Conference once 
again, despite being virtual, delivered an energetic 
atmosphere which fostered collaboration, learning 
and mentorship.”

Lisa Stockman Mauriello, who was most recently 
Syneos Health’s president of diversified communi-
cations services, passed away from ALS August 4 in 
her home with family and loved ones. 

Lisa’s very public and brave fight was chroni-
cled on social media and Twitter at #tofersen4lisa. 
Lisa’s considerable efforts to gain access to Biogen’s 
experimental treatment tofersen led the company 
to reverse its stance and made the medicine for 
Lou Gehrig’s disease available to some people 
who have no other treatment options and who 

In Memorium LISA STOCKMAN
are dying of the incurable illness, starting in July. 
The drug is now being offered to the most rapidly 
progressing patients after researchers completed 
a key study this summer, the company said in a 
statement posted on its website. Tofersen hasn’t 
been approved by regulators in any country. It will 
be given on a compassionate-use basis after every-
one who was given a placebo during the clinical 
trial has been offered the medicine, Biogen said.

The move comes after Lisa, who was diag-
nosed with the disease in January, launched an 

aggressive campaign to get access to the medicine 
under the Right To Try law or through a conven-
tional compassionate use program backed by the 
FDA.

A wife and mother of three beautiful sons, 
Lisa spent her 30-year career in the field of 
pharmaceutical healthcare communications, 
where she made a significant difference for 
patients around the world. 

In 2016, Lisa was recognized as a PharmaVOICE 
100 for these efforts as well as her ability to inspire 
hundreds of communications experts to make 
magic happen on. The industry has lost a true 
luminary.

Frost & Sullivan’s recent analysis finds that dig-
ital therapeutics (DTx) in the United States are 
considered legitimate alternatives to traditional 
pharmacotherapy. These solutions are comprehen-
sively regulated and granted prescription status by 
various national- or state-level regulatory agencies 
based on reported evidence of improved clinical 
outcomes for a defined patient population.

As life-sciences companies aim to enhance 
patients’ treatment experiences and find new bio-
markers that aid drug discovery, DTx companies 
diversify their pipelines by adding new indications, 
addressing unmet needs. Consequently, this mar-
ket is estimated to witness more than three-and-
a-half-fold growth, reaching $4.54 billion by 2025 
from $1.23 billion in 2020, expanding exponen-
tially at a compound annual growth rate of 29.8%.

“In the next three to five years, multiple tech-
nology vendors will offer digital treatments that 
will be regarded as safe and effective as subscrip-
tions to personalized medication,” says Koustav 
Chatterjee, healthcare & life sciences principal at 
Frost & Sullivan. “Additionally, patients would be 
allowed or advised to modify dosages and re-
duce consumption of nonemergency medications 
based on their daily vitals that DTx solutions will 
capture and contextualize.”

Mr. Chatterjee adds patient-centric digital 
health vendors have strived for a business model 
that allows physicians to recommend their prod-
ucts, patients to use them for a defined period 
(without fail), caregivers to monitor outcomes 24/7, 
and payers to reimburse the cost of usage. “Further, 
DTx companies partnering with payers, providers, 
and life-sciences companies provide the best way 
of getting access to patients for scalability, apart 
from risk-sharing agreements,” he says.

Companies are expected to invest in DTx solu-
tions, enabling the subsidized cost to patients in 
exchange for marketing and access to patient data.

DTx Predicted 
TO GROW 
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The beating heart of 
cardiovascular innovation
With Canada’s central province of Manitoba fondly known 
as the ‘heart’ of the nation, it is fitting that its capital city of 
Winnipeg is the epicenter for groundbreaking cardiovascular 
research, with St. Boniface Hospital Research Centre’s Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences leading the battle against heart 
disease.

Winnipeg’s achievements in heart disease 
prevention harks back to the 1950s, when 
Winnipeg-born John Alexander Hopps 
invented the artificial pacemaker – an 
invaluable innovation that continues 
to save lives daily around the world. 
His ambitious medical technological 
advancements inspired the ongoing 
application of engineering within the 
medical world. 

Critical work continues in Winnipeg today 
with groundbreaking research and studies 
on women’s heart health at the Institute of 
Cardiovascular Science (ICS).

Thought leaders attract 
international events
Recognized as a leading cardiovascular 
center with international stature, the 
ICS facilitates the sharing of scientific 
resources with the local community, as 
well as corporate and government bodies, 
promoting Winnipeg as a hub for cardiovascular research and 
medical excellence.

Winnipeg is attracting major events and conferences from 
prominent organizations in life sciences that are looking for 
cardiovascular thought leaders such as Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum. 
He is the Director of the ICS and a Fellow of the International 
Society for Heart Research and the American Heart 
Association, Kirshenbaum’s laboratory is setting the stage for 
the use of gene therapy in the treatment of cardiovascular 
diseases.

“There are certain genes that are highly regulated in the 
body that tell cells when to live and when to die, and we’re 
just beginning to understand why this takes place,” says 

Contact Tourism Winnipeg today to get assistance 
for your next meeting or conference. 

Grace Hicks
Business Development Manager, Tourism Winnipeg
E grace@tourismwinnipeg.com
P 204.954.1981.

Kirshenbaum. “We want to learn how these genes become 
turned on or turned off in disease processes.” 

Kirshenbaum’s lab was among the first to demonstrate the use 
of human viruses to deliver genes in the adult heart muscle cells. 
His use of advanced techniques in molecular biology places 
Kirshenbaum at the leading-edge of gene therapy for treating 

and preventing cardiovascular issues.

Winnipeg’s hearty welcome 
Every year, domestic and international 
businesses and organizations choose 
Winnipeg as the logical host destination 
for their meetings and events, lured by 
the city’s dynamic talent pool and exciting 
advancements in the areas of medical 
research and technology. 

The International Society for Engineers 
and Researchers (ISER) is set to hold its 
International Conference on Science, 
Health and Medicine in Winnipeg in April 
2022. Winnipeg’s track record of hosting 
large medical and scientific meetings will 
grow to include an impressive lineup, 
including the 2022 Annual Conference 
Canadian ADHD Resource Alliance, the 
2022 Annual Conference Canadian Public 
Health Association.

Winnipeg’s life sciences ecosystem 
provides unparalleled networking opportunities, site tours and 
expert speakers to enrich business events and conferences of all 
sizes. 

Beyond its state-of-the-art conference facilities and hotels, the 
city provides an exciting urban culture and outdoor adventures 
for memorable after-hours experiences. 

“Delegates can immerse themselves in the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights, the only museum in the world solely dedicated 
to the celebration of human rights,” says Natalie Thiesen, Vice 
President, Tourism for Tourism Winnipeg. “In the heart of the city, 
you’ll find a buzzing culinary scene, live music and high-brow 
cultural performances by the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Royal 
Manitoba Theatre Centre or Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet.”

Canada’s heartland Winnipeg is 
located in the geographic center of 
Canada and North America, making 

travel time shorter and more convenient 
for delegates to fly here. 
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Robert Blaich, courtesy of St. Boniface Hospital Research

Manuel Sousa

Mike Peters
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The beating heart of 
cardiovascular innovation
With Canada’s central province of Manitoba fondly known 
as the ‘heart’ of the nation, it is fitting that its capital city of 
Winnipeg is the epicenter for groundbreaking cardiovascular 
research, with St. Boniface Hospital Research Centre’s Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences leading the battle against heart 
disease.

Winnipeg’s achievements in heart disease 
prevention harks back to the 1950s, when 
Winnipeg-born John Alexander Hopps 
invented the artificial pacemaker – an 
invaluable innovation that continues 
to save lives daily around the world. 
His ambitious medical technological 
advancements inspired the ongoing 
application of engineering within the 
medical world. 

Critical work continues in Winnipeg today 
with groundbreaking research and studies 
on women’s heart health at the Institute of 
Cardiovascular Science (ICS).

Thought leaders attract 
international events
Recognized as a leading cardiovascular 
center with international stature, the 
ICS facilitates the sharing of scientific 
resources with the local community, as 
well as corporate and government bodies, 
promoting Winnipeg as a hub for cardiovascular research and 
medical excellence.

Winnipeg is attracting major events and conferences from 
prominent organizations in life sciences that are looking for 
cardiovascular thought leaders such as Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum. 
He is the Director of the ICS and a Fellow of the International 
Society for Heart Research and the American Heart 
Association, Kirshenbaum’s laboratory is setting the stage for 
the use of gene therapy in the treatment of cardiovascular 
diseases.

“There are certain genes that are highly regulated in the 
body that tell cells when to live and when to die, and we’re 
just beginning to understand why this takes place,” says 
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Kirshenbaum. “We want to learn how these genes become 
turned on or turned off in disease processes.” 

Kirshenbaum’s lab was among the first to demonstrate the use 
of human viruses to deliver genes in the adult heart muscle cells. 
His use of advanced techniques in molecular biology places 
Kirshenbaum at the leading-edge of gene therapy for treating 

and preventing cardiovascular issues.

Winnipeg’s hearty welcome 
Every year, domestic and international 
businesses and organizations choose 
Winnipeg as the logical host destination 
for their meetings and events, lured by 
the city’s dynamic talent pool and exciting 
advancements in the areas of medical 
research and technology. 

The International Society for Engineers 
and Researchers (ISER) is set to hold its 
International Conference on Science, 
Health and Medicine in Winnipeg in April 
2022. Winnipeg’s track record of hosting 
large medical and scientific meetings will 
grow to include an impressive lineup, 
including the 2022 Annual Conference 
Canadian ADHD Resource Alliance, the 
2022 Annual Conference Canadian Public 
Health Association.

Winnipeg’s life sciences ecosystem 
provides unparalleled networking opportunities, site tours and 
expert speakers to enrich business events and conferences of all 
sizes. 

Beyond its state-of-the-art conference facilities and hotels, the 
city provides an exciting urban culture and outdoor adventures 
for memorable after-hours experiences. 

“Delegates can immerse themselves in the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights, the only museum in the world solely dedicated 
to the celebration of human rights,” says Natalie Thiesen, Vice 
President, Tourism for Tourism Winnipeg. “In the heart of the city, 
you’ll find a buzzing culinary scene, live music and high-brow 
cultural performances by the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Royal 
Manitoba Theatre Centre or Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet.”

Canada’s heartland Winnipeg is 
located in the geographic center of 
Canada and North America, making 

travel time shorter and more convenient 
for delegates to fly here. 
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Robert Blaich, courtesy of St. Boniface Hospital Research
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