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W H AT’S NEW
NEW HEALT H C A R E - R E L ATED 
PRODUCTS, SERVICES, AND
C O M PANIES 

The Drug Info rm ation As s oc i at i o n
( D I A ) , and Ce nte r Watc h , a division of

Thomson He a l t h ca re, h ave agreed to dis-
s e m i n ate clinica l - t rial info rm ation and
re s o u rces to industry pro fessionals wo rl d-

w i d e. DIA will distri b u te Ce nte r Watc h’s
n ews and info rm ation serv i ces to bio-

p h a rm a ce u t i cal co m p a n i e s, re g u l ato ry
a g e n c i e s, and other pharm a ce u t i cal and

re l ated healthca re industry pro fe s s i o n a l s.
As part of this agre e m e nt,Ce nte r Watch will

p rovide its publicat i o n s, t raining guides, n ews
re po rt s, c l i n i cal re s e a rch inve s t i g ator pro f i l e s, i nve s t i-
g ational drug pro f i l e s, and ca reer deve l o p m e nt info r-

m ation to DIA members to assist biopharm a ce u t i ca l
companies and other industry pro fessionals to more
e f fe ct i vely manage and co n d u ct all aspe cts of their
c l i n i ca l - re s e a rch studies.In addition,Ce nte r Watch has
a g reed to pro m o te DIA membership to more than
35,000 inte rn ational clinical re s e a rch inve s t i g ato r s.

“DIA has always had a re p u t ation for prov i d i n g
h i g h - q u a l i ty educational prog rams for pharm a ce u t i-
cal industry pro fe s s i o n a l s,” s ays Kenneth Ge t z ,p re s i-
d e nt and CEO of Ce nte r Watc h . “We are thoro u g h l y
d e l i g hted to be not only providing our info rm at i o n
s e rv i ces to DIA membe r s, but to also be ra i s i n g
awa reness of the value of DIA membership among
i nve s t i g at i ve site s.”

DIA AND CENTERWATCH TEAM UP to
Di s s e m i n ate Cl i n i cal Re s e a rch Info rm at i o n

This co l l a bo rat i ve agre e m e nt establishes an ongoing process to jointly delive r, t h ro u g h o u t
the wo rl d, a more co m p l e te co ntinuum of pra ct i cal and valuable info rm ation fo r

p h a rm a ce u t i cal and re s e a rch pro fe s s i o n a l s.

U RAC has announced plans to cre ate the first-
ever accre d i t ation prog rams addressing both the pri-
va cy and securi ty of health
i n fo rm at i o n . The co m p re h e n-
s i ve HIPAA co m p l i a n ce solu-
tion is being implemented to
aid healthca re org a n i z ations in
ce rtifying their HIPAA co m p l i-
a n ce prog ra m .

“ He a l t h ca re org a n i z at i o n s
t h roughout the co u nt ry have
i nve s ted significa nt re s o u rce s
to ensure they are co m p l i a nt
with the new stri ct HIPAA re g u-
l at i o n s,” s ays Ga rry Ca rn e a l ,
U RAC pre s i d e nt and CEO.
“ Now, h e a l t h ca re org a n i z at i o n s
can ce rtify their HIPAA co m p l i-
a n ce prog ram and assure cus-
tomers they have fo l l owe d
g ood pra ct i ces to pro te ct pat i e nt info rm at i o n .”

U RAC will offer two new accre d i t ation prog ra m s :

U RAC to Develop H I PAA PRIVACY AND
S E C U R I TY Ac c re d i t ation Prog ra m s

M E D I FAC TS AND
G L E N E AGLES CRC
A L I G N to Ex p a n d

Ca rd i ova s c u l a r
Cl i n i cal Re s e a rc h

Capabilities 
An expanded sco pe of global ca rd i ovascular clin-

i ca l - re s e a rch serv i ces is ex pe cted to be cre ate d
t h rough an alliance be tween Me d i f a cts Inte rn at i o n-
al and Gleneagles CRC Pte Ltd. ( G C RC ) . The co m p a-
n i e s’combined ex pe rtise offers early-stage drug and
d ev i ce deve l o p m e nt co n s u l t i n g, re g u l ato ry submis-
sion assistance, and Phase II to Phase IV clinica l - t ri a l
exe c u t i o n , including data management and stat i s t i-
cal analysis to pharm a ce u t i cal companies wo rl d-
w i d e.

G C RC has wo rking re l ationships with more than
40 study sites throughout As i a . Me d i f a ct s’ a l l i a n ce
with GCRC will provide U.S. and Eu ro pean pharm a-
ceutical, biotech, and device companies with
i n c reased access to Asian study site s,p at i e nt po p u l a-
t i o n s,and ex pe ri e n ced inve s t i g ators there by facilitat-
ing cost effe ct i ve, global studies.

The alliance is designed to provide a global re a c h
t h rough one po i nt of co nt a ct for increased site
a c ce s s i b i l i ty, as well as providing an increased inve s-
t i g ator poo l ,i n c reased demog raphic and geog ra p h-
ic sco pe, a dva n ced IT ca p a b i l i ty and FDA-co m p l i a nt
d ata management and clinical ca p a b i l i t i e s. Th e
a l l i a n ce also will combine proven global ex pe rtise in
s u c cessful trial co n d u ct and management with a
co m p re h e n s i ve “tool ki t”s pe c i f i cally designed for ca r-
d i ovascular studies.

Me d i f a cts will offer non-inva s i ve co re labo rato ry
s e rv i ces to its clients as we l l .

H I PAA Pri va cy Ac c re d i t ation and HIPAA Se c u ri ty
Ac c re d i t at i o n .U RAC is designing the new accre d i t a-

tion programs to serve all
ty pes of healthca re org a n i z a-
tions cove red by HIPA A ,s u c h
as health plans, healthcare
p rov i d e r s, and health info rm a-
tion cleari n g h o u s e s. The pro-
g rams also will be applica b l e
to business assoc i ate s.

“Making the program
available to business assoc i-
ates is impo rt a nt as we l l ,” s ays
Lisa Ga l l a g h e r, U RAC senior V P
of info rm ation and te c h n o l o-
gy accre d i t at i o n .

The accre d i t ation prog ra m
will rev i ew all aspe cts of an
o rg a n i z at i o n’s HIPAA co m p l i-
a n ce prog ra m . In addition,

U RAC is identifying org a n i z ations to serve as be t a -
s i tes for the eva l u ation of the accre d i t ation prog ra m s.

H I PAA compliance is one

of the great ch a l l e n ge s

facing healthcare

o rga n i z a t i o n s . U R AC

a c c reditation will help

companies demonstra te 

to themselves and others

that their HIPA A

compliance pro g rams 

a re on the right tra ck .

STEPHEN W. GAMMARINO 

CHAIRMAN OF THE URAC B OA R D

OF DIRECTO RS

ACCME PREPARES DRAFT SET OF
S TA N D A R D S for Co m m e rcial Su p po rt

The Ac c re d i t ation Council for Co ntinuing Me d i-
cal Ed u cation has pre p a red a dra ft of a new set of
ACCME St a n d a rds for Co m m e rcial Su p po rt, which is
n ow being pre s e nted for co m m e nt.

One of the major changes suggested by the
d oc u m e nt co n ce rns co m m e rcial inte rest in CME
p rog ra m s. The doc u m e nt states that some of these

re l ationships may cre ate co n f l i cts of inte rest that
cannot be addressed only by disclosure. ACC M E
s t ates that if a provider has a co m m e rcial inte rest in
a clinical are a , then that clinical area should be
excluded from the CME deve l o ped and pre s e nte d
under the umbrella of their ACCME accre d i t at i o n
s t ate m e nt.
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A S T RO LABE ANALYT I CA’ S
M E S S AGE MAPPING Sys te m

Guides Co m m e rc i a l i z at i o n
De c i s i o n s

As t ro l a be An a l y t i ca Inc. has launched the As t ro l a be Message Ma p p i n g
Sys te m ,which is designed to help pharm a ce u t i ca l ,m e d i ca l - d ev i ce, and med-
i cal diagnostics manufact u rers assess the info rm ation on their prod u cts that
is being disseminated in scientific lite rat u re and other source s.

The Message Mapping Sys tem was cre ated to guide deve l o p m e nt pro-
g rams for the healthca re industry and curre ntly is in use at four major phar-
m a ce u t i cal co m p a n i e s.

“The costs for the deve l o p m e nt of a new pharm a ce u t i cal prod u ct have
been estimated to be as high as $800 million,”s ays Law re n ce Libe rt i , exe c u-
t i ve VP for As t ro l a be An a l y t i ca .“With so much money at risk to bring a new
p h a rm a ce u t i cal prod u ct from co n cept to market launch, p h a rm a ce u t i ca l
co m p a ny exe c u t i ves have been loo king for tools they can use to help them
m a ke cri t i cally impo rt a nt go/no-go decisions.An d, this is precisely what the
As t ro l a be Message Mapping Sys tem is designed to do.”

The As t ro l a be Message Mapping Sys tem provides object i ve, t h i rd - p a rty analys e s. Its trend re po rts have
been designed to help exe c u t i ves see the strengths and we a knesses of a prod u ct and map messages abo u t
a prod u ct or serv i ce that have appe a red in re g u l ato ry dossiers and scientific and pro fessional lite rat u re. Th e
re po rts then highlight the key message po i nts that have been either addressed or ove rl oo ke d. Th i s, in turn ,
helps exe c u t i ves make high impact, co s t - e f fe ct i ve decisions.

“The re po rts from the sys tem provide cri t i cal insights that are used for prod u ct planning,” M r. L i be rti says.
“These insights are in the areas of a prod u ct’s co m pe t i t i ve adva nt a g e s, m a rket po s i t i o n i n g, and target audi-
e n ces for co m m u n i cat i o n s. Exe c u t i ves loo king at our re po rts can easily disce rn when they need to invest in
re s e a rch and deve l o p m e nt,c l i n i cal tri a l s, or marketing prog rams to ca p i t a l i ze on oppo rtunities that ex i s t. Me s-
sage Mapping also can be used to guide clinical re s e a rch budgets and analyze business deve l o p m e nt and/or
l i censing oppo rt u n i t i e s.”

As t ro l a be An a l y t i ca was launched early in 2002 as an offs h oot of Ph a rm a ce u t i cal Info rm ation As s oc i ate s.

New Jo u rn a l
Focuses on

E M E RGING FIELD OF
TOX I CO G E N O M I C S

The National Institute of Env i ro n m e ntal He a l t h
S c i e n ce s, p a rt of the U.S. De p a rt m e nt of Health and
Human Se rv i ce s,has published the first issue of a new
j o u rnal focused on the emerging field of
tox i cog e n o m i c s. EHP Tox i cog e n o m i c s, a
s i s ter publication of Env i ro n m e n t a l
Health Pe r s pe ct i ve s( E H P ) , is the first jour-
nal dedicated to this growing field.

The pe e r - rev i ewed journal will span
the breadth of inte rn ational re s e a rch on
the genomic basis of env i ro n m e ntal dis-
ease through re s e a rch art i c l e s, co m-
m e nt a ri e s, and news from the field.

“Tox i cogenomics is expanding as a
field of study with gre at promise fo r
b roadening our understanding of how
our genes inte ra ct with tox i ca nts and in
defining the molecular basis of disease,”
s ays Dr.Kenneth S.Ra m o s,d i re ctor of the
NIEHS Ce nter for Env i ro n m e ntal and
Ru ral Health and edito r.

The journal also will cover bioinfo r-
m at i c s,p h a rm a cog e n o m i c s,p ro te o m i c s,
m e t a bo n o m i c s, molecular epidemiolo-
gy, t ra n s l ational aspe cts of genomic
re s e a rc h , and molecular medicine.

W H AT ’ S n e w

THE ACC R E D I TATION COUNCIL FOR

CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCAT I O N,

Ch i ca g o, s t ri ves to ident i f y, d eve l o p, a n d

p ro m o te standards for quality co nt i n u i n g

m e d i cal education used by physicians to

i m p rove quality medical ca re for pat i e nt s

and their co m m u n i t i e s. For more 

i n fo rm at i o n , visit accme. o rg.

A S T RO LABE ANALYT I CA INC.,

Ph i l a d e l p h i a , an affiliate of Ph a rm a ce u t i ca l

I n fo rm ation As s oc i ates Ltd. , was launched

in 2002 to suppo rt the inte rn ational 

p h a rm a ce u t i cal industry’s scientific 

co m m u n i cation needs. For more 

i n fo rm at i o n ,visit astro l a be a n a l y t i ca . co m .

C E N T E RWATC H, Bo s to n , a business within

The Thomson Co rp. , is a publishing and

i n fo rm ation serv i ces co m p a ny that foc u s e s

on the clinica l - t rials industry. For more

i n fo rm at i o n ,visit ce nte rwatc h . co m .

Follow up

Lawrence Liberti: E x e c u t i v e s
looking at our reports can
easily discern when they
need to invest in research and
development, clinical trials, or
marketing programs to
capitalize on opportunities
that exist. Message Mapping
also can be used to guide
clinical research budgets and
analyze business development
and/or licensing opportunities.

Toxicogenomics is
expanding as a field 
of study with great
promise for broadening
our understanding of
how our genes interact
with toxicants and in
defining the molecular
basis of disease. We feel
that a peer- r e v i e w e d
journal dedicated to this
field will help speed
communication of
scientific breakthroughs,
and ultimately serve all
of humanity.

focused on ca rd i ova s c u l a r, re n a l ,p u l m o n a ry,

s t ro ke, and metabolic clinical deve l o p m e nt

p rog rams for the pharm a ce u t i ca l ,b i o te c h ,

and medica l - d ev i ce industri e s. For more

i n fo rm at i o n , visit medifact s. co m .

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRO N-

M E N TAL HEALTH SCIENCES, Re s e a rch 

Triangle Pa rk ,N . C . , is part of the Nat i o n a l

I n s t i t u tes of He a l t h .The org a n i z at i o n’s 

mission is to re d u ce the burden of human

illness and dys f u n ction from env i ro n m e nt a l

causes by understanding each of these 

e l e m e nts and how they inte rre l ate. Fo r

m o re info rm at i o n ,visit niehs. n i h . g ov.

U RAC, Wa s h i n g to n , D. C . , is a leader in the

a c c re d i t ation of health and managed ca re

o rg a n i z at i o n s. U RAC offers accre d i t at i o n

p rog rams that span a broad spe ct rum of

h e a l t h ca re serv i ce s. For more info rm at i o n ,

visit ura c. o rg.

D RUG INFORMATION ASSOCIAT I O N,

Ho r s h a m , Pa . , is an inte rn ational org a n i z at i o n

t h at annually holds more than 100 meetings,

t raining co u r s e s, and symposia for nearl y

30,000 members from the pharm a ce u t i ca l

i n d u s t ry, g ove rn m e nt re g u l ato ry agencies,

a cademic institutions, co nt ra ct serv i ce 

o rg a n i z at i o n s, and other org a n i z ations aro u n d

the wo rl d. For more info rm at i o n , visit dia-

h o m e. o rg.

G L E N E AGLES CRC PTE LT D., Si n g a po re, a

wholly owned subsidiary of Pa rkway Ho l d i n g s

L td. , is a co nt ra ct re s e a rch org a n i z ation and

one of the largest Pa n - Asian site management

o rg a n i z ations that caters to the needs of 

c l i n i cal re s e a rch and drug deve l o p m e nt 

co m p a n i e s. For more info rm at i o n ,visit 

g l e n e a g l e s c rc. co m .

M E D I FAC TS INTERNATIONAL INC., Roc k v i l l e,

Md. , is a global co nt ra ct re s e a rch org a n i z at i o n

D r. Kenneth S. Ramos

Lawrence Liberti


