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Carol GREVE-PHILIPS 
Joseph LA BARGE  

SPARK THERAPEUTICS EXPANDS 
LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Spark Therapeutics, a late-stage, fully
integrated company developing
gene-based medicines for a wide
range of debilitating diseases, an-
nounced today that it has expanded
its leadership team through the addi-
tion of two industry veterans, Carol
Greve-Philips and Joseph La Barge,
who have extensive track records suc-
cessfully growing biotech businesses.

Carol Greve-Philips has joined Spark Therapeu-
tics as senior VP of business development and
strategy. She comes to Spark with extensive expe-
rience building, developing, and restructuring
businesses focused on genetics, genomics and ge-
netic testing. Most recently she served as the chief
business officer at Pronota NV, a diagnostics com-
pany focused on early detection of heart failure,
pre-eclampsia and sepsis.  

Joseph La Barge has joined the company as
senior VP of business administration and general
counsel. He most recently served as the VP, general
counsel and chief compliance officer for Tengion, a
clinical-stage regenerative medicine company,
where he had responsibility for legal affairs, com-
pliance, and quality assurance.  

Dr. Art KRIEG

SAREPTA THERAPEUTICS NAMES CHIEF 
SCIENTIFIC OFFICER

Sarepta Therapeutics, a developer of
innovative RNA-based therapeutics,
has named Arthur “Art” Krieg, M.D.,
senior VP and chief scientific officer. In
this role, Dr. Krieg is responsible for

leading the company’s drug discovery and early-
stage research activities.

Dr. Krieg joins Sarepta from RaNA Therapeutics,
where he served as CEO since he co-founded the
company in 2011.

Ralph MAKAR

AZURE BIOTECH HIRES CEO
Azure Biotech, a newly formed biotech
company, has named Ralph Makar as
CEO. 

In his new position, Mr. Makar is re-
sponsible for raising investment capi-

tal, providing strategic leadership, and overseeing
operations for the company.

Mr. Makar brings executive level experience to
the company, having previously served as presi-
dent and CEO of Bioject Medical Technology. 

PHARMA POOL

Albert BOURLA
Susan SILBERMANN
PFIZER MAKES EXECUTIVE MOVES

Pfizer has named Albert Bourla as
group president of the vaccines, oncol-
ogy, and consumer healthcare busi-
ness. Mr. Bourla has 20 years of experi-
ence at Pfizer and has held senior
global positions across a range of mar-
kets and disciplines within the com-
pany.

Susan Silbermann has been
named president and general man-

ager, global vaccines business. For the past year
and a half she has led the vaccines portfolio within
the specialty care business.

Adele GULPHO

MYLAN APPOINTS EXECUTIVE VP, 
GLOBAL COLLABORATION AND STRATEGIC 
OPERATIONS

Mylan has appointed Adele Gulfo as
executive VP, global collaboration and
strategic operations. Ms. Gulfo also
serves as a member of Mylan’s execu-
tive leadership team.

Before joining Mylan, Ms. Gulfo served as re-
gional president of Latin America in Pfizer’s emerg-
ing markets business unit. In this capacity, she led a
team of more than 4,000 colleagues operating
across more than 23 countries. 

BIOTECH POOL

Dr. Lode DEBRABANDERE

OSIRIS THERAPEUTICS NAMES 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

Osiris Therapeutics, a stem cell com-
pany focused on developing and
marketing products to treat condi-
tions in wound care, orthopedic, and
sports medicine markets has named

Lode Debrabandere, Ph.D., as president and CEO.
In addition, he was elected to the company’s
board. 

Dr. Debrabandere has more than 20 years of
experience leading R&D, sales, and marketing ac-
tivities in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology
industries. In 2006, he joined Osiris as VP and gen-
eral manager of the therapeutics business unit. In
2012, he was promoted to chief operating officer
and assumed responsibility for all commercial ac-
tivities of the company.

Dr. Rizwana SPROULE
KITE PHARMA APPOINTS VP, 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS

Kite Pharma, a clinical-stage biotech-
nology company focused on devel-
oping engineered autologous T-cell
therapy products for cancer, has ap-
pointed Rizwana Sproule, Ph.D., to

the newly created position of VP, regulatory af-
fairs.  

Before joining Kite, Dr. Sproule held senior po-
sitions at Amgen, including executive director,
therapeutic area head for oncology global regula-
tory affairs.  

BIOPHARMACEUTICAL POOL

Dr. Alessandra CESANO

CLEAVE BIOSCIENCES NAMES CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER

Alessandra Cesano, M.D., Ph.D., has
joined Cleave Biosciences as chief
medical officer.

Dr. Cesano is a board certified
medical oncologist and holds a Ph.D.

in tumor immunology. 
Before joining Cleave, Dr. Cesano held the posi-

tion of chief operating officer and chief medical of-
ficer at Nodality, where she led clinical and regula-
tory strategies to advance the company’s
technology in patient selection for hematological
malignancies. 

Dr. Shanta CHAWLA
CYTRX APPOINTS VP, CLINICAL 
DEVELOPMENT

CytRx, a biophamaceutical research
and development company specializ-
ing in oncology, has appointed
Shanta Chawla, M.D., as VP, clinical de-
velopment. She will play a key role in

managing the upcoming global Phase III clinical
trial with aldoxorubicin as a second-line treatment
for soft tissue sarcomas. 

Most recently, Dr. Chawla was VP, clinical re-
search and development, at Spectrum Pharmaceu-
ticals. 

AGENCY POOL

German DZIEBEL
GSW APPOINTS NEW STRATEGY 
PRACTICE LEAD
GSW, an inVentiv Health company and healthcare
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benchmarks, Voice of Customer sur-
veys, custom projects, and advisory
services. 

Before coming to TGaS, she had
extensive experience in pharmaceuti-
cal sales operations, including sales
planning and insights. 

Rich Dudek, a member of the
TGaS leadership team, was promoted
to senior VP with responsibility for
the recently introduced marketing
advisory practice (MAP). 

Mr. Dudek held senior positions
in marketing, sales, and managed
care at large, mid-tier, and specialty
companies before coming to TGaS
last year.  

Joe Falcon, also a member of the
leadership team, was named senior
VP, managed markets practice. 

Mr. Falcon, who came to TGaS in
2010, oversees a broad range of man-
aged markets practices, including ac-
count management, managed care
marketing, contract management,
and health economics and outcomes
research (HEOR).  

Deb Lee was named executive di-
rector, sales operations practice. Ms.
Lee joined  TGaS in 2011, and has fo-
cused on sales and sales operations
throughout her 20-plus years in the
pharmaceutical industry. 

Sue Lipinski has joined the digital
and relationship marketing team as
director, management advisor. 

Experienced in pharmaceutical,
digital, and Internet marketing, Ms.
Lipinski most recently led a portfolio
of business at the health and well-

ness arm of Razorfish, a global digital agency.  
Don Paras has been promoted to VP, marketing

operations. A TGaS veteran, Mr. Paras leads all as-
pects of the medical/regulatory/legal promotional
review process, management strategy, and promo-
tional material, agency, speaker programs, and
meetings and convention management.

Gayle Shaw-Hones, Ph.D., and Rich Waite, M.Ed.,
have been appointed executive directors, training
and development. 

Dr. Shaw-Hones, who joined TGaS in 2011, and
Mr. Waite, who came on board in 2012, manage
multiple pharmaceutical accounts, advising sales
training, and management development execu-
tives. 

Send your personnel announcements and photos to
feedback@pharmavoice.com.
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advertising agency, has appointed
German Dziebel as executive VP, direc-
tor of strategy for the Columbus, Ohio,
office.

In this role, Mr. Dziebel will apply
his expertise as an anthropologist and expert in
human behavior, culture, and brand strategy to de-
sign custom marketing solutions for new and ex-
isting clients. 

He is charged with directing the expansion of
GSW’s “Speak People” philosophy, the agency’s
proprietary approach to enriching the conversa-
tion between people and healthcare. 

Andy WILLMER

OGILVY COMMONHEALTH MEDICAL 
MARKETING WELCOMES EXECUTIVE VP, 
DIRECTOR OF CLIENT SERVICES

Ogilvy CommonHealth Medical Mar-
keting has named Andy Willmer as
executive VP, director of client serv-
ices.

Mr. Willmer is responsible for devel-
oping and maintaining the group’s ongoing client
activities, relationships, and services. Additionally,
he is charged with developing account team per-
sonnel and lead strategic and tactical planning ini-
tiatives. 

Most recently, he served as senior VP, director of
client services, at Havas Health network’s
Health4Brands Catapult communications com-
pany.

CONSULTING POOL

John CELENTANO
Mitchell COHEN
Kimberly RAMKO   
EY GLOBAL LIFE SCIENCES CENTER 
MAKES SEVERAL APPOINTMENTS
EY’s Global Life Sciences Center has named John
Celentano a senior advisor. In his new position,
Mr. Celentano will draw on his broad industry ex-
perience to advise EY member firm clients and
sector teams on a variety of strategic and trans-
formational business issues.

Mitchell Cohen has been named global life sci-
ences tax services leader. Mr. Cohen's extensive ex-
perience serving life-sciences companies includes
corporate and partnership taxation, transaction
tax strategy and planning, tax risk and compliance
and research tax credits, as well as the tax
processes, systems and accounting methods spe-
cific to the pharmaceutical, biotechnology and

medical device industries. 
Kimberly Ramko has been ap-

pointed global life science advisory
services leader. In this role Ms. Ramko

focuses on service innovation, alliance manage-
ment, and helping to implement large, complex
business transformations. 

She continues in her role as EY Americas advi-
sory life sciences industry sector leader. 

CRO POOL

Dr. Steve CUTLER
Jim MISKEL
Nuala MURPHY

ICON APPOINTS CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
ICON, a global provider of outsourced
development services to the pharma-
ceutical, biotechnology, and medical
device industries, has appointed Dr.
Steve Cutler to the newly created po-

sition of chief operating officer.
Dr. Cutler joined ICON in November 2011 as

group president, clinical research services. In his
new role as chief operating officer, Dr. Cutler has re-
sponsibility for all of ICON’s operational units, cov-
ering early phase, clinical, laboratories, commer-
cialization, and outcomes and DOCS FSP and
resourcing. Dr Cutler is also taking responsibility
for ICON’s sales and marketing and strategic al-
liance teams.

Within Dr. Cutler’s team, Jim Miskel has been
appointed executive VP and general manager,
ICON Laboratory Services, and Dr. Nuala Murphy
has been appointed president, ICON Clinical Serv-
ices.

SERVICE POOL

Beth ANDERSON
Rich DUDEK
Joe FALCON
Deb LEE
Sue LIPINSKI
Don PARAS
Dr. Gayle SHAW-HONES
Rich WAITE
TGAS ADVISORS ANNOUNCES NEW HIRE,
SEVEN PROMOTIONS
TGaS Advisors, a benchmarking and advisory serv-
ices firm for pharmaceutical commercial opera-
tions and a division of KnowledgePoint360, has an-
nounced a new addition to the digital and
relationship marketing team and seven promo-
tions. 

Beth Anderson was named executive director,
sales operations practice. Ms. Anderson manages
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Dr. David BERGSTROM 

ANTARES PHARMA APPOINTS SENIOR 
VP PHARMACEUTICAL DEVELOPMENT
Antares Pharma has appointed David Bergstrom,
Ph.D., to the position of senior VP of pharmaceuti-
cal development. Dr. Bergstrom is an experienced,
operations focused executive with a leadership
background in large, small and semi-virtual phar-
maceutical companies as well as in the contract
product development and manufacturing indus-
try. 

Dr. Bergstrom comes to Antares Pharma from
Advantar Laboratories, where he was the execu-
tive VP and chief operating officer. 

BIOTECH POOL

Dr. James BENDER

LION BIOTECHNOLOGIES APPOINTS VP,
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT AND 
MANUFACTURING
Lion Biotechnologies has appointed James Ben-
der, Ph.D., as VP, product development and manu-
facturing. Lion Biotechnologies is engaged in the
development of T-cells and engineered T-cells for
the treatment of various cancers. 

Dr. Bender has more than 25 years of clinical
development experience, primarily focused on
cancer therapies, including tumor-infiltrating lym-
phocytes (TILs), and most recently was VP of prod-
uct development and manufacturing with Im-
munoCellular Therapeutics.

Dr. Gregory BERK

SIDERIS PHARMACEUTICALS APPOINTS
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER

Sideris Pharmaceuticals, a biotechnology com-
pany developing therapeutics for the treatment of
transfusional iron overload diseases, appointed
Gregory Berk, M.D., as president and chief medical
officer.

Before joining Sideris, Dr. Berk was chief med-
ical officer at BIND Therapeutics, where he led the
clinical development of its oncology focused pro-
grams.

Dr. Christopher DINSMORE 

FORMA THERAPEUTICS APPOINTS VP, 
MEDICINAL AND COMPUTATIONAL 
CHEMISTRY 
Forma Therapeutics has appointed  Christopher
Dinsmore, Ph.D., to the position of VP, medicinal
and computational chemistry. Dr. Dinsmore joins

Robert Stein, M.D., Ph.D., to the newly created posi-
tion of chief scientific officer.

BIOPHARMA POOL

Dr. Donald BERGSTROM
Eva JACK
MERSANA THERAPEUTICS EXPANDS 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 
Mersana Therapeutics, a biopharmaceutical com-
pany developing its Fleximer antibody-drug con-
jugate (ADC) platform and therapeutics, has made
two executive appointments. 

Donald Bergstrom, M.D., Ph.D., has been ap-
pointed chief medical officer, adding substantial
experience in oncology translational research to
Mersana’s team. He joins Mersana after serving as
global head of translational and experimental
medicine at Sanofi Oncology.

Eva Jack has been appointed Mersana’s chief
business officer, bringing a successful track record
in business development and venture capital. Ms.
Jack joins Mersana after serving as an independ-
ent advisor and consultant to biotech companies
and investors on business and financing strate-
gies.

Dr. Joseph BISAHA
Dr. David JACKSON
ARNO EXPANDS MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Arno Therapeutics, a clinical-stage biopharmaceu-
tical company focused on the development of on-
cology therapeutics, has expanded its manage-
ment team with the appointments of Joseph
Bisaha, Ph.D., as VP, clinical operations and project
management, and David Jackson, Ph.D., as VP, di-
agnostics.

Dr. Bisaha was a clinical research consultant
with Kaizen Clinical Services, where he was re-
sponsible for Arno’s clinical operations and project
management activities. 

Before joining Arno, Dr. Jackson was VP, busi-
ness development at PrimeraDx, a molecular diag-
nostic manufacturer and  companion diagnostic
development partner.

Dr. Jacques DUMAS

IDENIX PHARMACEUTICALS 
APPOINTS CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER
Idenix Pharmaceuticals, a biopharmaceutical com-
pany engaged in the discovery and development
of drugs for the treatment of human viral diseases,
has appointed Jacques Dumas, Ph.D., as its execu-
tive VP and chief scientific officer.

Dr. Dumas is trained as a medicinal chemist
and brings more than 20 years of experience in
pharmaceutical discovery and development, sup-

Forma after a distinguished 19-year career at Merck
& Co. Inc., where he helped build the Merck Re-
search Laboratory in Boston.

Forma is focused on discovering and develop-
ing medicines that will make a difference in oncol-
ogy and other genetically driven therapeutic areas. 

Dr. Arban DOMI
GEOVAX APPOINTS DIRECTOR, VECTOR 
DEVELOPMENT
GeoVax Labs, a biotechnology company develop-
ing vaccines to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS, has ap-
pointed Arban Domi, Ph.D., as director, vector de-
velopment.

Dr. Domi will not only be a key player in the con-
tinued development of GeoVax’s HIV vaccines cur-
rently being evaluated in human clinical trials, but
also in the development of versions of the com-
pany’s vaccines for the subtypes of HIV affecting
the developing world. Dr. Domi’s experience will
also be instrumental in the company’s evaluation
of the suitability of vaccine constructs for commer-
cial-scale vaccine manufacturing processes.

Dr. Michael HOUSTON 

PHASERX APPOINTS VP, THERAPEUTICS 
DEVELOPMENT
PhaseRx, an RNA therapeutics company, has ap-
pointed Michael Houston, Ph.D., as VP, therapeutics
development. 

Dr. Houston is charged with leading the com-
pany’s therapeutics program, which focuses on the
advancement of its SMARTT polymer technology
mRNA nanoparticles.

Dr. Houston joins PhaseRx from Marina Biotech,
where he served as VP, chemistry and formulations,
and focused on the development of siRNAS and
single stranded oligonucleotides. 

Stephen MILLER

TRANSGENOMIC APPOINTS SENIOR VP AND 
GENERAL MANAGER OF PATIENT TESTING
BUSINESS UNIT
Transgenomic, a global biotechnology company
advancing personalized medicine in cardiology,
oncology, and inherited diseases through diagnos-
tic tests as well as clinical and research services, has
named Stephen Miller senior VP and general man-
ager, patient testing.

Most recently, he provided commercial and
strategic consultancy services to a variety of diag-
nostics companies, including Transgenomic. 

Dr. Robert STEIN

AGENUS CREATES CHIEF SCIENTIFIC 
OFFICER POSITION
Agenus, a biotechnology company developing
novel immune system activating treatments for
cancers and infectious diseases, has appointed
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porting a variety of programs in infectious diseases
and oncology.

Most recently, he served as VP and head of strat-
egy, infection innovative medicines at AstraZeneca.

Hervé HOPPENOT 

INCYTE APPOINTS PRESIDENT AND CEO
Incyte, a biopharmaceutical company focused on
the discovery, development, and commercializa-
tion of proprietary small molecule drugs for oncol-
ogy and inflammation,  has appointed Hervé Hop-
penot president and CEO. 

Mr. Hoppenot was most recently president of
Novartis Oncology.

John THERO

AMARIN ANNOUNCES 
LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Amarin Corporation, a biopharmaceutical com-
pany focused on the commercialization and devel-
opment of therapeutics to improve cardiovascular
health, has appointed the current President John F.
Thero, as president and CEO. 

SPECIALTY POOL

Herm CUKIER 
Thomas GRIFFIN JR. 
Charles SABINO JR. 

ACTAVIS APPOINTS INDUSTRY 
VETERANS  TO LEAD U.S. SPECIALTY
BRANDS BUSINESS UNITS
Actavis, a global specialty pharmaceutical com-
pany, has updated its business structure for its U.S.
specialty brands business designed to maximize its
position in key therapeutic areas and position it for
continued long-term growth.

Under its new structure, Actavis’ U.S. specialty
brands business has been refocused as four busi-
ness units: women’s health, urology/gastroenterol-
ogy (GI), dermatology/established brands, and
business operations.   

Herm Cukier has been named to lead the U.S.
specialty brands women’s healthcare category;
Thomas Griffin Jr. is charged with leading the busi-
ness operations team; and Charles Sabino Jr. has
been appointed to lead the U.S. specialty brands
urology and GI therapeutic category.  

Dr. Angela DAVIES

CHAMPIONS ONCOLOGY NAMES 
CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER
Champions Oncology, a company engaged in the
development of advanced technology solutions
and services to personalize the development and

use of oncology drugs, has appointed Angela
Davies, M.D., as chief medical officer.

Dr. Davies most recently served as chief medical
officer of Novocure, where she was responsible for
the company’ss global clinical development and
medical safety programs, and worked closely with
the global commercialization team in launching a
newly approved medical device for the primary
brain tumor, recurrent glioblastoma.

Dr. Elizabeth Ijeoma
Onyemelukwe GARNER 

AGILE THERAPEUTICS CHIEF 
MEDICAL OFFICER
Agile Therapeutics, a specialty pharmaceutical
company focused on women’s health, has ap-
pointed Elizabeth Ijeoma Onyemelukwe Garner,
M.D., M.P.H., as chief medical officer. She is charged
with leading the clinical research, drug safety, and
medical affairs teams in the clinical development of
the company’s product pipeline.

Most recently, Dr. Garner served as VP,  women’s
health and preventive care at Myriad Genetics Lab-
oratories. 

DRUG DISCOVERY POOL

Greg DUNCAN

CELTAXSYS APPOINTS PRESIDENT 
AND CEO
Greg Duncan joins Celtaxsys, a privately held drug
discovery and development company focused on

advancing medicine to treat patients with orphan
inflammatory and pulmonary disease, as president
and CEO. 

Mr. Duncan most recently served as an execu-
tive VP at UCB, a member of UCB’s executive com-
mittee, and president of North American opera-
tions for UCB. 

AGENCY POOL

Edward HEINZ
EMRON HIRES GENERAL MANAGER
Managed markets agency, Emron has hired Ed-
ward Heinz as general manager. Most recently, Mr.
Heinz was president and owner of HeinzSight, a
medical communications consultancy specializing
in clinical and managed care publishing and edu-
cation programs.  

Mike HUCKMAN

PURE COMMUNICATIONS NAMES 
CHIEF STRATEGIST 
Pure Communications Inc. has appointed Mike
Huckman, an award-winning journalist and former
CNBC pharmaceuticals and medtech reporter, to
chief strategist.  

As chief strategist, he is charged with leading
presentation, media, and roadshow skills develop-
ment sessions for clients, as well as provide counsel
on story development, investor relations and
media strategy, issues management and crisis com-
munications. Most recently, he was with the MSL
Group, where he served as senior VP, director of
media strategy and developed. PV
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Areas model launched in 2007, but he is pre-

siding over other major changes, from the relo-

cation of two major research teams from Palo

Alto, Calif., to building a strengthened scientif-

ic partnership with research colleagues in

Genentech.An ardent advocate for personalized health-

care, a focus that began during his leadership of

biological sciences and genetics at Glaxo-

Wellcome, Dr. Babiss has put personalized

healthcare high on the Roche agenda, starting

with early target selection across the company’s

pharma and diagnostics divisions. At the same

time, getting organizational alignment around

personalized healthcare and investing in first-

class science have been among some of the

biggest challenges Dr. Babiss has faced today.

Dr. Babiss is also the key point person on

using the Roche R&D Center in China as an

innovation model to find new ways to conduct

drug discovery, including a complete virtual-

ization of preclinical programs.

Truly innovative science is what it’s about

for Dr. Babiss, and he eschews the tendency in

the industry to overreact to the many chal-

lenges faced internally and externally by

reducing or redirecting drug discovery efforts.

A thoughtful leader, Dr. Babiss’ calm

demeanor empowers people and engenders

confidence. He inspires focus and dedication

across a global research organization — from

his research leadership team to the bench sci-

entists spread around the world across eight

research sites.He is deeply supportive of his scientists

and says one of the most difficult tasks he ever

faced was telling some superb scientists that

there would not be a position for them in the

new GlaxoWellcome.
Dr. Babiss is often asked to speak at global

industry events, where he questions and chal-

lenges audiences to consider and explore alter-

native, innovative approaches to developing

medicines. His messages resonate because of

his conviction and his ability to cut through

the fog.
A believer in science and education, Dr.

Babiss and his wife contribute to the growth

and success of the many universities they have

attended. He is particularly supportive of the

department of microbiology at Columbia Uni-

versity, seeking to help younger scientists pur-

sue their interests without financial barriers.�

ma research at Roche, Dr. Babiss is a leading-

edge thinker encouraging risk among the

company’s 2,900 scientists. He is excited by

emerging technologies and future platforms as

possible solutions to attrition-based pipelines,

stagnant development of small molecules, and

the limitation of large molecules.

Indeed, Dr. Babiss has been a major and

articulate champion of Roche’s entry into

exploring new therapeutic modalities, espe-

cially RNA-based therapeutics, as part of an

evolving research portfolio.
He has been instrumental in leading

Roche’s effort to build an RNA franchise, from

forming a major alliance with Alnylam —

which included Roche’s acquisition of a lead-

ing siRNA research site in Kulmbach, Ger-

many — to the acquisition of Mirus with its

focus on innovative nucleic acid-based tech-

nologies and an innovative RNAi delivery

platform.Change is part of Dr. Babiss’ mantra; not

only was he the first pharmaceutical research

leader of the company’s 2015 Disease Biology
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BABISS, PH.D., BELIEVES IN THE PROMISE

THOSE CHANGES COULD BRING.

From next-generation biologics (glyco-

engineering to death receptors) to potential

stem-cell therapeutics, as global head of phar-
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