
The Long Goodbye: Alzheimer’s Disease

THE NUMBERS ARE ALMOST AS DAUNTING AS ALZHEIMER’S
DISEASE ITSELF. Today, 5.4 million Americans are living with the dis-
ease. Every four seconds around the world, someone is diagnosed with de-

mentia. According to Alzheimer’s Disease Interna-
tional, there are 7.7 million new cases of dementia
each year. If dementia care were a country, it would
be the world’s 18th largest economy, ranking be-
tween Turkey and Indonesia. If dementia care were
a company, it would be the world’s largest by an-
nual revenue exceeding Wal-Mart at $414 billion.
Already 58% of people with dementia live in de-
veloping countries, but by 2050 this number will
rise to 71%. Furthermore, by 2050, the costs asso-

ciated with Alzheimer’s are predicted to total $1.1 trillion (in today’s dol-
lars). Costs to Medicare and Medicaid will increase by almost 500%.

The true impact of this disease is really unknown, as the ripple effects
on family members and other loved ones can’t be accurately calculated.
All anyone really knows is that after billions of dollars of research and
countless failed clinical studies, the industry is no closer to finding a way
to stop the progression of the disease — until now. 

PharmaVOICE is excited to share a new feature article that shines a
spotlight on Prof. Claude Wischik, cofounder and executive chairman of
TauRx Therapeutics and professor of Old Age Psychiatry at the Univer-
sity of Aberdeen, and his research to untangle the mystery of Alzheimer’s
disease. For the past 30-plus years, Prof. Wischik and his team have been
focusing their efforts on the tau protein, while the vast majority of the
industry’s research efforts in AD is focused on beta amyloid. 

In this month’s “The Man, the Molecule, the Market,” we track Prof.
Wischik’s unique journey and how he and his team are moving LMTX,
a second-generation tau aggregation inhibitor (TAI), to Phase III trials.
Data released in 2008 from Phase II trials, involving 321 patients with
mild and moderate Alzheimer’s disease, revealed a 90% reduction in the
rate of disease progression over two years. Recognizing there are no guar-
antees in science, nevertheless, Prof. Wischik is hopeful and confident
that his research is on the right path and that data from Phase III will
confirm his hypothesis that the tau protein is responsible for literally
strangling the nerve endings that results in cognitive impairment.

If Prof. Wischik is right, this could be the first real breakthrough in
the disease, which was named for Dr. Alois Alzheimer, since it was first
described by him in at a meeting in 1906. 

Also in this issue, our Forum experts explain why and how compa-
nies need to start from scratch to incorporate the payer perspective
throughout all top-to-bottom decision-making.  

Another feature in this issue includes a timely article about career de-
velopment that takes into account the ongoing shifts in the industry. Ex-
perts discuss the importance of mentoring, sponsorship, and coaching as
part of the career development process “In Taking Charge of Your Career.” 

As always, we thank you for joining us on our journey as we endeavor
to bring you new and exciting insights.
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Mentoring,  coaching,
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rethink its managed

markets strategies to

succeed in the new

 reality of  comparing  outcomes,

not products. 
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and growing  research
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reasons that the country

could be the biggest biopharma

 market in the coming years. 
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There is a strong trend

toward harmonization

among global

 regulatory bodies to

 ensure and enforce product

 potency and safety.
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