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Aaron D. BERG

Mark A. GLICKMAN
Oscient Names VPs to Head Key
Growth Functions

Oscient Pharmaceuticals, Waltham, Mass.,
has appointed two senior leaders with extensive
cardiovascular experience. Aaron D. Berg has
been named VP of marketing and Mark A.
Glickman, VP of sales. Oscient is a commercial-
stage pharmaceutical company marketing two
FDA-approved products with its national pri-
mary-care salesforce.

Mr. Berg served as VP of marketing at Kos,
and held concurrent responsibility as VP, sales,
for the Eastern division leading up to the com-
pany’s acquisition by Abbott. He received a B.S.
in marketing from the University of Maryland.

Mr. Glickman joins Oscient from Bayer
Healthcare’s Diabetes Care Division, where he
was VP of sales. Mr. Glickman received his
MBA from New York University and a B.A. in
political science from the State University of
New York.

Jerzy GRUHN

Martin SOETERS
Novo Nordisk Appoints New 
Leader of North American Business

Novo Nordisk, Princeton, N.J., a diabetes-
focused pharmaceutical company, has appointed
Jerzy Gruhn as president of Novo Nordisk Inc.,
the company’s U.S. affiliate, and senior VP of
Novo Nordisk North America. Mr. Gruhn is
currently VP of the Eastern Europe region. The
appointment takes effect on Jan. 1, 2008, when
Mr. Gruhn will replace Martin Soeters, who
takes up the position as senior VP European

region, overseeing the company’s operations in
35 countries. Mr. Soeters has more than 27 years
experience in Novo Nordisk in executive man-
agement, sales, and marketing. 

M. Fabiana LACERCA
Mylan Appoints Senior VP and
Chief Compliance Officer

Mylan, Canonsburg,
Pa., has appointed M.
Fabiana Lacerca as senior
VP and chief compliance
officer. Mylan Laboratories
develops, licenses, manu-
factures, markets, and dis-
tributes generic and pro-
prietary products. 

Ms. Lacerca joins Mylan from Bristol-Myers
Squibb where she was director of compliance
for Latin America, Canada, and Puerto Rico.
She earned a master of law from UCLA, a spe-
cialization in international environmental law
from the Universidad de Buenos Aires, and a
bachelor of law from the Universidad de
Buenos Aires.

Dr. Keith WILSON 
Takeda San Diego Names 
President and Chief 
Scientific Officer

Takeda San Diego has named Keith Wilson,
Ph.D., as president and chief scientific officer. Dr.
Wilson is responsible for overseeing all activities
related to Takeda San Diego, Takeda Pharmaceu-
tical’s U.S.-based drug discovery company.

Previously, Dr. Wilson served dual roles as
VP of structural biology and VP of business
development at Takeda San Diego.

Dr. Wilson has formal training in protein X-
ray crystallography, and he has a doctorate in
physics from the University of Oregon and a
bachelor’s in physics from Colby College, where
he graduated magna cum laude.

Biotech POOL

Robert S. RADIE
Prestwick Strengthens 
Management Team 

Prestwick Pharmaceuticals, Wash-
ington, D.C., a privately held biotech-
nology company, has added Robert S.

Radie to its senior management team as
executive VP and chief business officer. Prest-
wick manages a portfolio of pipeline product
candidates being studied for CNS conditions
with significant unmet needs, including Hunt-
ington’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, restless
legs syndrome, schizophrenia, autism,
Alzheimer’s disease, and sleep apnea.

Mr. Radie is responsible for Prestwick’s
commercial operations and business develop-
ment activities that support its portfolio of
drugs in development.

He joins Prestwick from Morphotek, where
he was VP of project management and chief
business officer, and helped lead the successful
acquisition of Morphotek by Eisai earlier this
year. 

Biopharmaceutical POOL

Dr. Steven R. DEITCHER

Dr. S. Michael 

IMPERIALE
Hana Biosciences 
Appoints Senior Staff

Hana Biosciences,
South San Francisco,
Calif., a biopharmaceuti-
cal company focused on
advancing cancer care, has
appointed Steven R.
Deitcher, M.D., as presi-
dent and CEO. Dr.
Deitcher was formerly the

company’s executive VP of development and
chief medical officer. 

Before joining Hana in May 2007, Dr.
Deitcher served as VP and chief medical scien-
tist at Nuvelo. 

Dr. Deitcher earned his B.S. and M.D. in the
honors program in medical education at North-
western University Medical School. 

Hana also has appointed S. Michael Imperi-
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ale Jr., M.D., as VP, clini-
cal research and operations.
Dr. Imperiale’s experience
in the life-sciences indus-
try includes clinical strate-
gy and program manage-
ment — most recently at
Nuvelo as senior director
of medical sciences. He

earned a doctor of medicine from Hahnemann
University School of Medicine and a bachelor of
arts in psychology from Villanova University. 

Anita GRAHAM
Shire Appoints Chief 
Administrative Officer

Specialty biopharma-
ceutical company Shire,
Wayne, Pa., has named
Anita Graham chief
administrative officer and
executive VP of corporate
business services. Ms. Gra-
ham is responsible for lead-
ing the corporate business

services group, which consists of human
resources, IT, finance operations, global pro-
curement services, corporate communications,
global facilities, and real estate management. 

Ms. Graham has been with Shire since Jan-
uary 2004, joining as executive VP of human
resources. 

Andrew R.

DE GUTTADAURO
Vical Names VP, Corporate 
Development

Vical has appointed Andrew R. de Gut-
tadauro as VP, corporate development. 

Vical, San Diego, researches and develops
biopharmaceutical products based on its patent-
ed DNA delivery technologies for the preven-
tion and treatment of serious or life-threatening
diseases. 

Mr. de Guttadauro is responsible for product
commercialization, including hands-on contri-
butions to the successful launch and market
expansion of multiple products. Before joining
Vical, Mr. de Guttadauro was senior director of
strategy at Biogen Idec. He earned a bachelor of
science in engineering from the United States
Military Academy at West Point.

Dr. John KNOPF
Acceleron Pharma Appoints CEO 

Acceleron Pharma, Cambridge, Mass., a pri-
vately held biopharmaceutical company devel-
oping novel therapeutics that modulate the

growth of tissues includ-
ing bone and muscle, has
named John L. Knopf,
Ph.D., as CEO. 

Dr. Knopf, a founder of
Acceleron, has served as
the executive VP of corpo-
rate development, and
recently, as president. He

received his Ph.D. from SUNY Buffalo and his
B.S. from SUNY Stonybrook.

Malvina LAUDICINA
Cadence Names VP of Regulatory
Affairs and Quality Assurance

Malvina Laudicina has joined Cadence Phar-
maceutical’s management team as VP, regulato-
ry affairs and quality assurance. Cadence, San
Diego, is a biopharmaceutical company focused
on in-licensing, developing, and commercializ-
ing proprietary product candidates. 

Ms. Laudicina leads the regulatory and
quality assurance activities for the company’s
two ongoing Phase III clinical development
programs: intravenous acetaminophen for the
treatment of acute pain and fever and Omi-
gard for the prevention of catheter related
infections.

Ms. Laudicina joins Cadence from Pfizer
where she was most recently involved in safety
and risk management activities at the compa-
ny’s La Jolla, Calif., site. 

She received her B.S. in chemistry from
Pedro Henriquez Urena University, Santo
Domingo, and her M.S. in chemistry from West
Virginia University.

Mark REISENAUER
Micromet Appoints Senior VP and
Chief Commercial Officer

Micromet, Bethesda, Md., a biopharmaceu-
tical company developing novel, proprietary
antibodies for the treatment of cancer, inflam-
mation, and autoimmune diseases, has appoint-
ed Mark Reisenauer as senior VP and chief com-
mercial officer.

Mr. Reisenauer joins Micromet from
Abbott, where he was the divisional VP and
general manager of the neuroscience franchise.
He holds a B.A. in political science from the
University of Wisconsin.

Dr. Margaret

UPRICHARD
Epix Adds Senior VP, Regulatory
Affairs and Quality 

Biopharmaceutical company Epix, Lexing-
ton, Mass., has appointed Margaret Uprichard,

Pharm.D., as senior VP, regulatory affairs and
quality. 

Dr. Uprichard is responsible for leading all
regulatory affairs activities for the company,
including developing and maintaining effec-
tive regulatory strategies for Epix’s four lead
product candidates, which are currently in clin-
ical studies. 

Dr. Uprichard joins Epix from Point Thera-
peutics, where she most recently served as
senior VP, chief development officer, and was
responsible for leading the company’s drug
development activities. 

Dr. Uprichard received her doctoral degree
from the University of Michigan and continues
to hold an academic appointment as clinical
assistant professor of pharmacy.

Dr. Robert F.

VENTEICHER
Affymax Names VP,
Technical Operations

Robert F. Venteicher,
Ph.D., has joined Affy-
max, Palo Alto, Calif., as
VP, technical operations.
Affymax is a biopharma-
ceutical company devel-
oping novel drugs to
improve the treatment of
serious and often life-

threatening conditions.
Dr. Venteicher oversees manufacturing and

process development, quality and facility oper-
ations. 

Dr. Venteicher joined Affymax from Elan
Pharmaceuticals, where he held a number of
positions, most recently as VP, R&D quality
and compliance. 

He received his B.S. in chemistry from Iowa
State University and his Ph.D. in chemistry
from Pennsylvania State University.

Dr. Steve WORLAND
Anadys Appoints President 
and CEO

Anadys Pharmaceuticals, San Diego, which
is committed to the development and commer-
cialization of novel medicines for the treatment
of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection and cancer,
has promoted Steve Worland, Ph.D., to presi-
dent and CEO. 

Dr. Worland joined Anadys in March 2001
as chief scientific officer. Most recently, he
served as president, pharmaceuticals, at the
company. 

He received his B.S. in biological chemistry
from the University of Michigan and his Ph.D.
in chemistry from the University of California,
Berkeley.
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Dr. Lex ADJEI
Ventaira Appoints VP, R&D

Specialty pharma company Ventaira,
Columbus, Ohio, has appointed Lex Adjei,
Ph.D., as VP, research and development.

Most recently, Dr. Adjei served as the VP of
R&D with Kos Pharmaceuticals, where he was
responsible for formulation development and
device support for the company’s inhaled asth-
ma and diabetes franchises. 

Dr. Adjei received his Ph.D. and M.S.
degrees in pharmaceutical science and a B.S. in
pharmacy from The University of Texas at
Austin.

Dr. David BLUM
BDSI Names VP of Medical Affairs
and Clinical Research

Specialty pharmaceutical company Bio-
Delivery Sciences International (BDSI), Mor-
risville, N.C., has appoined David Blum,
M.D., as VP of medical affairs and clinical
research. 

Dr. Blum is responsible for the design, con-
duct, analysis, and reporting of all clinical
research studies required to support additional
claims for the company’s Phase III Bema Fen-
tanyl product and the development of other
products in the company’s portfolio.

Dr. Blum, 51, joins BDSI from Glaxo-
SmithKline, where he was the medical director
in its neuroscience medical development
department. 

Dr. Blum is a board certified neurologist
who received his master’s in biology from the
University of California, Los Angeles, and his
M.D. from the University of California, San
Diego. He completed his specialty training in
neurology and epilepsy at the UCLA Neuropsy-
chiatric Institute. 

Carl PELZEL

Dr. Craig R. SMITH
Depomed Names Senior Staff

Specialty pharmaceutical company
Depomed, Menlo Park, Calif., has appointed
Carl A. Pelzel as president and CEO. Mr. Pelzel,
56, has been Depomed’s executive VP and chief
operating officer since 2005. Mr. Pelzel has a
B.A. from Hartwick College and attended the
University of Paris for two years in a premed
program. 

Craig R. Smith, M.D., has been appointed
chairman of the board of directors. 

Emerging POOL

Dr. Jeffrey W. SHERMAN
IDM Pharma Names Chief Medical
Officer and Senior VP of R&D 

IDM Pharma, Irvine,
Calif., has appointed Jef-
frey W. Sherman, M.D.,
F.A.C.P., chief medical
officer and senior VP of
R&D. IDM Pharma is
focused on the develop-
ment of innovative cancer
products. Dr. Sherman

leads the regulatory and clinical strategy for
mifamurtide (L-MTP-PE) and the development
of the company’s pipeline. He joins IDM Phar-
ma from Takeda Global Research & Develop-
ment Center, a subsidiary of Takeda Pharma-
ceutical, where he served as VP of clinical
science. 

Dr. Sherman received his medical degree
from the Rosalind Franklin University/Chicago
Medical School.

Agency POOL

Béatrice BENOIT

Joseph P. RILEY JR.

Susan WINGERON
Nexus Promotes Staff

Nexus Communications, North Wales, Pa.,
has promoted three employees. Béatrice Benoit has
been named director, client services; Joseph P.

Riley Jr., becomes editori-
al director, and Susan
Wingeron has been
named director, client ser-
vices. Nexus provides
strategic activities for
pharmaceutical and
biotechnology companies.

Before her promo-
tion, Ms. Benoit was a
senior program director
at Nexus. 

Mr. Riley has been
promoted from associate
editorial director. He
continues to provide edi-
torial oversight while
managing the traffick-

ing of editorial projects and developing stan-
dard operating procedures.

Ms. Wingeron was a senior program direc-
tor. Together with Ms. Benoit, she is responsi-
ble for strategic and tactical growth at Nexus.

Danielle BERTRAND

Erin BITTNER

Julio CANTRE

Jessica CARLSON

Nicole FODERARO

Monique M. GREER

Julie NORMART

Brooke SHENKIN

Becky SOJA

Adrienne TURNER
WeissComm Partners Makes 10
New Hires 

WeissComm Partners, San Francisco, an
independent communications agency focused
on the healthcare industry, has made several
new hires.

The new hires include Danielle Bertrand,
who joins as an associate, managing product
and corporate communications activities for
clients through various stages of commercial
and pipeline development. Before joining
WeissComm, Ms. Bertrand worked at Fleish-
man-Hillard. She has a B.A. from the Universi-
ty of Virginia.

Erin Bittner, also an associate, joins Weiss-
Comm from The Reynolds Group. She has a
B.A. in English with high honors from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and an M.S. in educational
psychology from Georgia State University.

Julio Candre has been named associate,
bringing with him valuable government
experience from working in the Healthcare
Bureau of the Office of the Attorney General
of the State of New York. He received his
Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law School,
where he specialized in healthcare law and
policy studies.

Joining as an associate, Jessica Carlson
brings a broad range of healthcare experience.
Previously, she was with Fleishman-Hillard
International Communications. Ms. Carlson has
a B.A. in journalism and mass communications
from Iowa State University.

Nicole Foderaro has been named senior asso-
ciate, joining the company from Nuvelo, where
she was director of corporate communications
and investor relations. She has a bachelor’s degree
from the University of California, San Diego.
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Monique M. Greer takes the role of senior
associate and works closely with company man-
agement to establish an integrated approach to
communications. Ms. Greer was director of cor-
porate communications at Dendreon before
joining WeissComm.

Julie Normart has been named associate,
media specialist. She was formerly a news pro-
ducer for a variety of television and radio sta-
tions throughout California. Ms. Normart has a
B.A. in broadcast journalism from California
State University, Fresno.

Brooke Shenkin joins WeissComm as an
associate from Euro RSCG Life PR. She has a
B.A. in public relations from the University of
Florida.

Becky Soja, named associate, is a key
resource in the development and implementa-
tion of product launches and branding, FDA
approvals, and clinical trial recruitment pro-
grams, for a variety of therapeutic areas, includ-
ing diabetes, oncology, orphan, and cardiovas-
cular disease. She has a B.A. in public relations
from East Carolina University.

Adrienne Turner has been named associate,
joining WeissComm from Visual Resource. She
has a B.A. in geography/environmental studies
from UCLA.

Darin CASS

David DIAZ

Colin GILDEA

Cole GRAY

Julie JUSTISON

Kim PANOZZO

Dean YANNIAS
Williams-Labadie Promotes 
and Appoints

Full-service healthcare agency Williams-
Labadie, Chicago, a Publicis Healthcare Com-
munications Group company, has made three
promotions and four new hires.

Darin Cass joins Williams-Labadie as inter-
active developer. Mr. Cass is responsible for the
development of interactive Web content and
the creation of flash animations. Previously, he
served as flash designer/technical illustrator
with Upchurch and Associates.

David Diaz has been promoted to account
supervisor.

Colin Gildea was promoted to senior inter-
active developer. Previously, Mr. Gildea was
interactive developer at Williams-Labadie.

Cole Gray joins Williams-Labadie as
account service manager. Mr. Gray was previ-
ously client relations manager for Penton
Media.

Julie Justison has been hired as art director.
Before joining Williams-Labadie, Ms. Justison
was the art director for Today’s Chicago Woman
magazine.

Kim Panozzo was promoted to account ser-
vice manager.

Dean Yannias has joined Williams-Labadie
as senior copywriter. 

Mary Ann CHAFFEE 
Spectrum Science 
Communications Appoints Senior
VP/Managing Director, Public
Affairs and Health Policy

Spectrum Science
Communications, Wash-
ington, D.C., a health-
only communications
practice, has hired Mary
Ann Chaffee as senior
VP/managing director,
public affairs and health
policy. 

Ms. Chaffee is charged with leading Spec-
trum’s public affairs staff in forecasting and nav-
igating long-term and short-term implications
of health policy for its client base. 

She joins Spectrum after three years as VP at
the Glover Park Group, where she advised com-
panies, organizations, coalitions, and issue cam-
paigns on policy and integrated communica-
tions strategies. 

Ms. Chaffee has a master of public adminis-
tration degree from Harvard University’s John
F. Kennedy School of Government. She also
serves on the Sabin Vaccine Institute’s Board of
Trustees and the Center for Infectious Disease
Research’s Board of Advisors. 

Nick CHILDS
Grey New York Appoints 
Content Developer

Grey New York has appointed Nick Childs,
38, an award-winning filmmaker, as executive
VP, director of content development. Grey New
York is the flagship and largest office of Grey, a
unit of Grey Group.

Mr. Childs oversees a new, integrated con-
tent development department that encompass-
es broadcast, print, promotional, and digital
production, and placement of original brand
content. 

As president of Cascade Media, he has over-
seen the creation and production of brand,
product, sales, and communications projects in
every media format. 

Mr. Childs graduated with a B.A. in
English and fiction writing from Colby College
and received an M.F.A. from New York Uni-
versity.

Laura FUSCO

Brendan WARD
Grey Healthcare Group Hires 

G r e y H e a l t h c a r e
Group (GHG), New York,
has made two key hires:
Laura Fusco joins the com-
pany as executive VP,
director of client services,
and Brendan Ward joins as
executive VP, executive
creative director. 

Ms. Fusco manages GHG new business ini-
tiatives, as well as developing systems to improve
client responsiveness globally across all accounts
and companies. 

She oversees and integrates online and offline
capabilities, strengthens GHG’s medical and
strategic services, and helps drive the oncology
and specialty businesses. 

Before joining GHG, Ms. Fusco spent more
than 10 years at Omnicom, most recently as
managing partner, director of client services at
DDB Rx. 

Mr. Ward creates
multichannel marketing
programs that educate and
engage viewers, and help
drive product sales. In
addition, he manages the
U.S. creative department,
setting policy and priori-
ties.

Previously at GHG, Mr. Ward led the U.S.
and worldwide campaigns for Exubera,
Lexapro, and Boehringer Ingelheim’s HIV fran-
chise, Viramune and Aptivus. 

Jennifer KIRCHHERR 
HealthEd Appoints 
Senior Staff Member

HealthEd, Clark, N.J.,
a developer of patient edu-
cation programs for phar-
maceutical and healthcare
marketers, has appointed
Jennifer Kirchherr as
senior account executive,
supporting interactive
media development of tai-

lored patient education programs. 
Before joining HealthEd, Ms. Kirchherr was

manager of online trade marketing at Oxygen
Media. 

Ms. Kirchherr holds a bachelor of science in
animal science from the University of New
Hampshire and a master of professional studies
from the Interactive Telecommunications Pro-
gram at New York University, Tisch School for
the arts.
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Karen KUHLMAN AMOS
MedPoint Names Director of 
Operations and Account Services

MedPoint Communications, Evanston, Ill.,
a provider of communications and eMedia ser-
vices to the biopharmaceutical industry, has
promoted Karen Kuhlman Amos to director of
clinical operations and account services.

Ms. Kuhlman Amos is responsible for the
strategic management and tactical implementa-
tion of MedPoint’s clinical research services as
well as the supervision of the company’s project
and account services teams serving this area. She
joined MedPoint in 2006 and previously served
as an account manager and business develop-
ment executive.

She holds a bachelor of arts in English and
journalism from the University of Missouri.

Ann MORAVICK
Ketchum Hires Director, Global
Healthcare and Brand Advocacy

Global communications agency Ketchum,
New York, has appointed Ann Moravick as
executive VP and director, global healthcare
and brand advocacy. Ms. Moravick is responsi-
ble for the practice’s strategic direction, busi-
ness development, and acquisition of talent. She
spearheads the global reach of the agency’s
healthcare practice. 

Ms. Moravick previously served as the U.S.
CEO of Publicis Consultants PR.

Norm PHILLIPS 
CommonHealth Selects Director 
of Strategic Planning 

CommonHealth, Par-
sippany, N.J., a WPP
company and healthcare-
communications network,
has named Norm Phillips
as executive VP, director
of strategic planning. Mr.
Phillips coordinates the
identification of Com-

monHealth’s current client needs and connects
them with the additional resources and services
available throughout the CommonHealth orga-
nization. 

Before joining CommonHealth, he was a
managing partner and senior VP, strategic plan-
ning at Impact Communications.

Kari SEYMOUR
Vox Medica Training and 
Development Group Names VP

Vox Medica, Philadelphia, an independent

healthcare communica-
tions company, has added
to its senior staff in the
training and development
group with the promotion
of Kari Seymour to VP,
healthcare training and
development group.

Ms. Seymour has
served as senior director, program development
manager, and senior training specialist. As VP,
she offers her expertise in management as well
as her knowledge of new business development
and client service. 

She holds a master of education in elemen-
tary education from West Chester University
and a bachelor of science in accounting from
Villanova University. 

Marisa SHARKEY
JFK Communications Hires VP

JFK Communica-
tions, Princeton, N.J., a
healthcare public rela-
tions firm, has hired
Marisa Sharkey, APR, as
VP. Ms. Sharkey is
responsible for a diverse
mix of client services,
including oncology prod-

uct public relations, media relations, media
training, financial communications, employee
communications, online communications, and
patient advocacy relations. 

She oversees and manages key pharmaceuti-
cal and biotechnology accounts, including Eisai
Oncology and Cytogen. 

Before joining JFK Communications, Ms.
Sharkey was director of marketing and public
relations at Graduate Hospital in Philadelphia.
She holds a bachelor’s in communications and a
master’s in public relations, both from Rowan
University in New Jersey. 

John SMITH
Fleishman-Hillard Taps 
Healthcare Communications 
Veteran to Lead Practice

Public relations firm
F l e i shman-Hi l l a rd ,
Boston, part of the Omni-
com Group, has appoint-
ed John Smith as senior
VP and head of its Boston
healthcare practice. Mr.
Smith provides strategic
counsel to clients in the

medical technology, biotechnology, and thera-
peutic sectors, and continues to grow the firm's
business with leading life-sciences companies
and within the broader healthcare community.

He comes to Fleishman-Hillard from Manning
Selvage & Lee (MS&L), where he was senior VP
and director of healthcare, leading new-business
efforts and overseeing several accounts. 

Mr. Smith holds a bachelor of arts in English
from Hobart College and a master of business
administration from Northeastern University.

Paul VELARDI
Euro RSCG Life Broadens 
X2 Expertise 

Healthcare communi-
cations network Euro
RSCG Life, New York, has
hired Paul Velardi as pres-
ident of Euro RSCG Life
x2. 

Mr. Velardi comes to
Euro RSCG Life x2 from
boost inc., where he was

founder and president.

Consulting POOL

Dr. Marc ANDERSEN

Dr. Jeffrey WILSON
Aptuit Consulting Adds New Hires

Aptuit has hired Marc
Andersen, Ph.D., as associ-
ate, CMC practice, and
Jeffrey Wilson, Ph.D., as
managing director, CMC
practice. Aptuit, Lexing-
ton, Mass., is an indepen-
dent, global pharmaceuti-
cal, medical device, and

intellectual property consultancy.
Dr. Andersen has 15 years of experience in the

discovery and development of small molecule
active pharmaceutical ingredients from large
pharma and the CRO industries. Before joining
Aptuit, he was director of pharmaceutical sci-
ences at Beckloff Associates. Dr. Andersen earned
his Ph.D. at Philipps University.

Dr. Wilson leads the
small molecule CMC prac-
tice area for Aptuit Con-
sulting. He is a pharma-
ceutical industry veteran
with much small molecule
chemistry, manufacturing,
and control experience.
Before joining Aptuit, he

served as VP of pharmaceutical operations at
Vertex Pharmaceuticals. Dr. Wilson earned his
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B.S. in chemistry at the University of New
Hampshire and his Ph.D. at Duke University.

J. Kevin MORAN
IRG Appoints Chief 
Operating Officer

The Investor Relations
Group, New York, which
offers a full-service corpo-
rate communications pro-
gram, has appointed Vice
Admiral J. Kevin Moran,
United States Navy,
retired, as chief operating
officer. Vice Admiral

Moran recently retired from the United States
Navy after a very distinguished and successful
32-year career.

Vice Admiral Moran holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in oceanography/physics from the
United States Naval Academy and a master of
arts degree in international relations and strate-
gic studies from the Naval War College. He was
also selected by the Navy to attend, and went
on to complete, the Advanced Management
Program at Harvard Business School.

CRO POOL

Carol ADILETTO
WCC Appoints Senior VP, Clinical
Operations and Regulatory Affairs

WorldCare Clinical (WCC), Cambridge,
Mass., has appointed Carol Adiletto as senior
VP of clinical operations and regulatory affairs.
WCC is an imaging CRO for clinical trials for
the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and medi-
cal-device industries. Ms. Adiletto is responsi-
ble for the management of all clinical and regu-
latory activities, as well as the further
development of WCC’s regulatory strategy.

Before joining WCC, Ms. Adiletto served as
VP of worldwide clinical and regulatory affairs at
Pluromed and Inverness Medical Innovations. 

Ms. Adiletto holds an M.S. in medical labo-
ratory science with a clinical chemistry special-
ization and a B.S. in medical laboratory science
from Northeastern University.  

Dr. Honggang BI

Hani S. ZAKI
Covance Adds Senior Staff

Covance, Princeton, N.J., a global drug

development services com-
pany, has appointed Hong-
gang Bi, Ph.D., corporate
VP and general manager
for Covance, China. Dr.
Honggang Bi leads all
Covance business activities
in China and represents the
organization with Chinese

regulatory and government officials. Dr. Bi joins
Covance from Frontage Laboratories in Malvern,
Pa., where as CEO he established Frontage Lab-
oratories in Shanghai in 2006. 

Dr. Bi received his Ph.D. in chemistry and
drug metabolism from McGill University and
holds a master of science in pharmaceutical
analysis from the Institute of Materia Medica at
the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, and
a bachelor of pharmacy from the School of Phar-
macy at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou.

Covance has appointed
Hani S. Zaki as VP and
general manager of its
Periapproval Services. Mr.
Zaki is responsible for
managing large research
studies on the use of phar-
maceuticals in real world
clinical practice. Before

joining Covance, Mr. Zaki was with Phar-
maNet where, as VP of business development,
he led global efforts to build its Phase IIIb and
Phase IV research business.

Mr. Zaki holds an MBA in pharmaceutical
marketing from St. Joseph’s University, an
MPH in epidemiology from Tulane Universi-
ty’s School of Public Health and Tropical
Medicine, and a B.A. in microbiology from
Rutgers University.

Dr. Christopher 

GREGORY

Dr. Rajagopalan 

SRINIVASAN
Clinsys Announces Key Hires

Therapeutically focused CRO Clinsys Clini-
cal Research, Berkeley Heights, N.J., has hired
Christopher Gregory, Ph.D., as scientific affairs-
director and Rajagopalan Srinivasan, Ph.D., as
VP, global biostatistics.

Dr. Gregory serves as a senior scientific advi-
sor for the clinical project teams. Before joining
Clinsys, he was VP, research for Voyager Phar-
maceutical. Dr. Gregory earned his doctorate in
anatomy at Ohio State University and a bache-
lor of science in biology at Concord College.

Dr. Srinivasan leads the global biostatistics
service at Clinsys. He has more than 25 years of
experience in biostatistics with regulated drug
industry and medical research, including 10

years working at the FDA. Dr. Srinivasan
received his B.Sc. (honors), M.A., and M. Phil.
degrees in statistics from the University of
Madras in India, his master’s in biostatistics
from Florida State University, and his doctorate
in biostatistics from the University of Georgia.

Melissa JONES
Premier Research Appoints VP,
International Business 
Development

Melissa Jones has joined Premier Research
Group as VP, international business develop-
ment. Premier Research, Philadelphia, is a solu-
tions-driven CRO.

Ms. Jones is responsible for leading the
international business development group. Ms.
Jones previously held a senior business develop-
ment position within Kendle International. She
has a B.Sc. honors degree in biology from the
University of Portsmouth.

Dr. Susan C.

STANSFIELD
PRA International Adds Senior Staff

PRA International, Reston, Va., a leading
CRO, has appointed Susan C. Stansfield, Ph.D.,
as executive VP. Dr. Stansfield is responsible for
product registration activities in Europe, Africa,
and the Asia-Pacific. 

Dr. Stansfield has more than 20 years of
experience in the clinical research industry
managing world-class CROs. She joins PRA
International from Pharmaceutical Product
Development, where she most recently served
as senior VP, project management and clinical
operations, Europe.

Dr. Stansfield has a B.Sc. in physiology and
biochemistry from Nottingham University and
a Ph.D. in neuropharmacology from Reading
University, both in the United Kingdom.

Dr. Hugo STEPHENSON
Quintiles Names Head of 
iGuard Drug Safety Service

Quintiles has named Hugo Stephenson,
M.D., as president of iGuard. Quintiles,
Research Triangle Park, N.C., provides a broad
range of professional services in drug develop-
ment, financial partnering, and commercializa-
tion for the biotechnology and healthcare
industries.

Dr. Stephenson leads the company’s new ser-
vice that offers personalized safety information
and alerts to patients on the prescription drugs
they are taking. Before his appointment to
iGuard, Dr. Stephenson had been senior VP of
Quintiles’ strategic research and safety services,

TALENT pool
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a position he held since joining the company in
2003. He was the founder of Health Research
Solutions, an Australian strategic research ser-
vice provider acquired by Quintiles in 2002. 

Medical-Education POOL

Dr. Filippo CAVALIERI

Elyse GRUSKY
HealthMatters Makes 
Staff Changes

Medical communica-
tions company HealthMat-
ters Communications, New
York, has appointed Filip-
po Cavalieri, Ph.D., as
director of scientific con-
tent in the scientific com-
munications department.
Dr. Cavalieri most recently
was at Global Edge. 

Elyse Grusky has been
hired as VP, director of edi-
torial operations and leads
the scientific communica-
tions department. Ms.
Grusky has been at Adelphi
for the past year as the
director of client services.

Dr. Marco CICERO
Vemco MedEd Appoints 
Director, Scientific Affairs

Vemco MedEd, Bridge-
water, N.J., a medical com-
munications company, has
hired Marco P. Cicero,
Ph.D., as director of scien-
tific affairs. Dr. Cicero has
broad experience in the
development and creation
of promotional and contin-

uing medical education programs as well as
extensive expertise in medical writing and pub-
lication plan management. He received his
Ph.D. from the department of microbiology at
Duke University Medical Center.

John CONNOLLY
M|C Communications Appoints
President and CEO 

M|C Communications, Boston, a global
provider of continuing medical education

(CME), has appointed
John Connolly as presi-
dent and CEO. Mr. Con-
nolly leads M|C Commu-
nications in its mission to
educate physicians world-
wide.

Before joining M|C
Communications, Mr.

Connolly was president and CEO of Institu-
tional Shareholder Services. 

Dr. Duke DUGUAY

Dr. Kirk TACKA

Dr. Eugene R. TOMBLER
ArcMesa Adds Staff, Highlights
Clinical Experience and Advanced
Scientific Knowledge 

Fuelling the next generation of medical edu-
cation program development, ArcMesa has
hired several staff: Duke Duguay, Ph.D., assis-
tant medical director, Kirk Tacka, Ph.D., assis-
tant medical director, and Eugene R. Tombler,
Ph.D., senior medical advisor. ArcMesa Educa-
tors, Monroe Township, N.J., is an accredited
provider of education courses servicing health-
care professionals.

Dr. Duguay assists
with writing educational
grants, developing scien-
tific content, supervising
freelance writers, and
ensuring clinical/scientif-
ic accuracy and the neces-
sary fair balance/compli-
ancy rules for all of

ArcMesa’s scientific programs. Dr. Duguay is a
graduate of Princeton University, where he
earned his Ph.D. and M.A. in molecular biolo-
gy, and the University of California at Berkeley,
where he earned a B.A. in molecular and cell

biology. 
Dr. Tacka assists busi-

ness development by con-
ducting needs assess-
ments and reviewing
proposals, in addition to
ensuring programming is
scientifically accurate, fair
balanced, and ACCME-

compliant. His responsibilities include identi-
fying and consulting with key opinion leaders
within oncology, cardiovascular disease, and
other therapeutic areas. Dr. Tacka previously
worked in collaboration with a team of clinical
hematologists/oncologists at SUNY Upstate
Medical University. He is a graduate of Syracuse
University, where he earned his Ph.D. in struc-
tural biology, biochemistry, and biophysics. 

Dr. Tombler serves as the main point of con-
tact with grantors and thought leaders. He is

responsible for directly
supervising gap analyses,
conducting needs assess-
ments, and developing
program proposals. Dr.
Tombler is a graduate of
the Mount Sinai School of
Medicine of NYU, where
he earned his Ph.D. in the

biomedical sciences. 

Frank T. IORIO
Aaf-Med Appoints VP of Education
and Professional Services

Aaf-Med, Tarrytown, N.Y., has named
Frank T. Iorio as VP of education and profes-
sional services. Aaf-Med is an independent
accredited provider of CME for physicians and
CE for nurses and pharmacists. Mr. Iorio most
recently was general manager and director of
publishing and new business development at
the American Medical Association. 

Service POOL

Theresa BRODGON
Praxis Business Development 
Team Grows

Praxis, Brentwood,
Tenn., a full-service
patient recruitment com-
pany, has appointed
Theresa Brodgon as
director, business devel-
opment. 

Ms. Brodgon manages
business development

activities for Praxis’ clients by creating cus-
tomized patient recruitment and retention solu-
tions designed to enroll studies on time and on
budget.

Before joining Praxis, she served as sales and
marketing manager for MGI Pharma. Ms.
Brogdon holds a B.S. in public health from
Temple University. 

Ed EMDE
Wilson Learning 
Appoints Senior VP

Wilson Learning, Edina, Minn., part of Wil-
son Learning Worldwide, a global provider of
human performance improvement solutions,
has appointed Ed Emde as senior VP. Mr.
Emde’s key responsibilities are sales, marketing,
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and the client services
operations for Wilson
Learning in the Americas.
Previously, he was presi-
dent and CEO of Blessing
White.

Mr. Emde holds a
B.A. in education and
psychology from Concor-

dia University.

Kathleen MORAN
Acurian Appoints VP,
Clinical Operations

Acurian, Horsham, Pa., a provider of patient
recruitment solutions, has hired Kathleen
Moran as VP for clinical operations. She is
responsible for developing and supporting exter-
nal relationships for the company with investi-
gators, patient groups, other companies, and
organizations, while also representing the com-
pany at meetings, trade shows, and other events.

Ms. Moran previously served as VP, drug
safety and pharmacovigilance at INC Research.
She earned an M.S. in regulatory affairs/quality
assurance at the Temple University School of
Pharmacy, and is a biology graduate of Blooms-
burg University.

Technology POOL

Dr. Barton COBERT

Dr.Tony HEWER

Frances NOLAN
Medidata Solutions Expands 
Management Team 

Medidata Solutions, New York, a global
provider of electronic clinical data capture,
management, and reporting solutions, has
expanded its senior management team. The
company has appointed Barton Cobert, M.D.,
as VP of global regulatory initiatives and phar-
macovigilance, Dr. Tony Hewer as senior direc-
tor of global quality assurance for EMEA, and
Frances Nolan as VP of global quality assur-
ance. 

Barton Cobert, M.D., is responsible for
interactions with regulatory agencies, oversight
of Medidata’s quality processes, knowledge and
understanding of local and international regula-
tions, and company visibility in the interna-
tional arena. Dr. Cobert most recently served as
global head of drug safety and pharmacovigi-
lance at Novartis’ Consumer Health Division.

Dr. Cobert received his M.D. from New York
University.

Dr. Hewer is responsible for refining and
maintaining quality and regulatory standards
for Medidata products and services. 

Ms. Nolan joined Medidata in 2006 as
senior director of quality assurance. Ms. Nolan
is responsible for ensuring Medidata products
and services achieve and maintain compliance
with industry standards and best practices. 

Barbara HILL

Duane SMULLING

Dr. Belinda  

WONG-SWANSON
Three Additions at Qforma

Qforma, Sante Fe, N.M., an advanced ana-
lytics and predictive modeling company, has
appointed Barbara Hill to senior VP of sales,
Duane Smulling to director of field operations,
and Belinda Wong-Swanson, Ph.D., to senior
engineer. 

Ms. Hill joins Qfor-
ma from Saatchi and
Saatchi, where she was
senior VP and group
account director. She has
14 years of sales and mar-
keting experience in the
pharmaceutical industry. 

Mr. Smulling also
brings 14 years of
healthcare expertise to
Qforma customers and
partners. Before joining
the company, he was a
senior director of busi-
ness development at
Publicis Selling Solu-
tions.

As Qforma’s senior engineer, Dr. Wong-
Swanson applies her experience in managing
multimillion dollar projects in scientific model-
ing and development and experience in facili-
tating close working customer and internal
team relationships, to overseeing the company’s
program management. 

She works closely with Qforma’s technology
team in quality assurance and project engineer-
ing.

Dr. Wong-Swanson received a B.A. in
astronomy, a master’s in nuclear and energy
engineering, and a Ph.D. in nuclear and ener-
gy engineering from the University of Ari-
zona. She also holds an executive MBA from
the University of New Mexico. ✦

Send your personnel announcements to 

feedback@pharmavoice.com.
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Here’s a fascinating factoid: Ad agencies like us 
(Hi, we’re Palio) spend 100% of their time thinking 
about problems on which you never spend more than 
1% of your time. Roughly. But the point is this: All we do 
is think of you, the whole day through. Which is exactly 
what you’d hope to hear from your marketing partner. 

OK, now here’s your PALIO WAKE-UP CALL OF THE DAY:  
Ad executives are genetically bred to be hunter-gatherers. 
But they’re lousy nurturers. They live for the hunt, the art 
of seduction. They’ll woo you with their colorful feathers 
and their elaborate mating dance. Then—as fast as you 
can say Metro-North—they’ll be on to the next conquest. 
But, in your heart, you suspected as much. After 
awarding your account, the visits from those brilliant 
brand planners, MDs, account leads, and creative types 
are imperceptibly replaced by the bleating whine of 
errand boys sent by grocery clerks to collect a bill and 
waitresses offering you today’s specials. On the other 
hand, we at Palio are not exactly the hunter types.  
We’re more like nervous mommies. Which, in case you’ve 
forgotten, is just the kind of loving attention you need. 
A wise man (Jay Chiat) once asked how big his agency 
could get before it got bad. Get his drift? 

Sure, those hypertrophic shops are populated by smart 
people. So are we. And though we’ve grown since our  
first office was a bridge table in a rented space above 
Eddie Bauer, we still obsessively overcompensate by 
treating each account like it’s our only client on our very 
first day of business. Give us a call and see what can 
happen when 

gut instinct is powered by more than 2500 years  
of medical and marketing experience. You’d quickly 
discover what our elite group of savvy clients already 
know: In life as in advertising, 95% of success is 
showing up. Call 518.584.8924. Ask for Mike Myers.  
Who knows? He just might show up with coffee  
and a fresh babka.
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