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Dr Mechthild Réssler, Director of Heritage Division and Director of the World Heritage Centre, via email
Mr Edmond Moukala, Chief of Africa Unit, World Heritage Centre

Dear Ms Réssler and Mr Moukala,

We hope this letter finds you well and wish you all the best for the upcoming 40™ Session of the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee in Istanbul.

We are writing to you today concerning the very serious threat posed by the rubber plantation of Sud
Cameroon Hévéa SA (Sudcam), a subsidiary of GMG Global Ltd. currently in the process of being acquired
by Halcyon Agri, to the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of Cameroon’s Dja Wildlife Reserve.'

We warmly welcome your draft decision to inscribe the Dja Reserve on the List of World Heritage in
Danger at your 40" Session in Istanbul 10-20 July and believe this decision is long overdue.” It is indeed
scandalous that construction of the Mékin hydroelectric dam on the periphery of the Dja is nearing
completion “without any mitigating measures being taken to diminish the negative impacts” on the OUV
and in the total absence of civil society oversight and media attention.” The risk of increased poaching from
the project “resulting in a worrying decrease in the numbers of large mammals, in particular the elephant” is
real.”

We are concerned however by the language contained in your draft decision regarding the Sudcam rubber
plantation. The rubber plantation of Sud Cameroon Hévéa SA (Sudcam), a subsidiary of GMG Global Ltd.
currently in the process of being acquired by Halcyon Agri is nothing less than a serious threat to the
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of Cameroon’s Dja Wildlife Reserve.”

Although the Committee expresses “concern” about “the perspectives of an extension of activities by the
Sud Cameroon Hévéa Society [sic] with the demographic increase which might result” it does not consider
the plantation an “ascertained danger” according to paragraph 180 of the World Heritage Operational
Guidelines."

In the attachment to this letter, you will find the results of an analysis of satellite images from January
2011 to April 2016 indicating that since 2011 Sudcam has clear-cut 5,930 ha of forest within up to 300
meters of the Dja’s western border. This likely underestimate’s Sudcam’s total deforestation as it only
covers a portion of the company’s acreage.

It is hard to conceive how Sudcam’s clear-cutting of forests could not satisfy Paragraph 180’s third criterion
of “ascertained danger”: “Human encroachment on boundaries or in upstream areas which threaten the

integrity of the property.”

According to a forthcoming report, residents of neighboring communities have stated that Sudcam did not
acquire land according to a Free and Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) process.” Moreover, Sudcam
employees admitted to destroying camps of Baka indigenous peoples.”™

We are not aware that the decrees awarding Sudcam's provisional and definitive concessions were ever
published.™ From the newly published joint UNESCO/IUCN 2015 mission report we learn that in 2014
Sudcam received a temporary 30,000 ha concession near Djoum and that award of a 13,000 ha permanent
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concession there is expected for 2017.* Furthermore, GMG refers to the 45,198 ha zone Sudcam was
awarded in April 2013 as a freehold concession.” Qur understanding is that Cameroonian law does not
provide for freehold allotment of national lands to foreign companies.™"

As you may be aware, the Sudcam plantation is located only kilometers from President Paul Biya’s
Mvomeka’a mansion and security compound. In a paper published last year the Center for International
Forestry Research (CIFOR) alleged that 20 percent of Sudcam’s capital is “apparently” owned by *an
influential member of the Cameroonian political elite, whose identity we do not know.”™" This leads us to
wonder whether political interference by “influential” political elites is allowing the Sudcam project to
flourish despite its questionable legality, detrimental impact on the Dja Reserve and surrounding forests.

We noted with great interest your committee’s decision 36 COM 7B.1, demanding the suspension of Geovic
Mining’s operations until the company completed a social and environmental impact assessment in
conformity with international standards. We believe this stands as a solid precedent to demand similar
actions in the case of Sudcam given the shockingly poor quality of its social and environmental impact
assessment.*" We strongly urge your Committee to adopt more robust corrective measures that address the

human encroachment and deforestation features of Sudcam’s operation.

This includes:

- Demanding the suspension of Sudcam’s activities barring the completion of a social and environmental
impact assessment compliant with international standards;

- Declaring the Sudcam plantation an ascertained danger to the Dja World Heritage Site;

- Demanding the immediate publication of all documents related to Sudcam’s land acquisition as well as its
common commitments (cahiers de charges), agreements and memoranda of understanding with neighboring

communities;
- Investigating allegations concerning the violation of the rights of local communities;

- Publishing information related to Sudcam’s influential Cameroonian shareholders and ascertaining whether
or not political interference by said shareholders is undermining enforcement of Cameroon’s laws and
UNESCO’s World Heritage Operational Guidelines as pertains to the Sudcam project.

We wish you all the very best for your important meeting in Istanbul. Our colleague Andrey Petrov will be
attending the meeting and please do feel free to let him know directly if you have questions during your
proceedings.

Thank you for your attention.
Lagi T
Program Director (Interim)

Greenpeace Africa
lagi.toribau(@greenpeace.org
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cc:
Office of the President of Cameroon
MINFOF

Delegation of the European Union
Sudcam

CIRAD

IUCN

World Bank

~ Africa Wildlife Foundation
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