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How the illegal totoaba trade in Hong Kong is pushing
Mexico’s vaquita to the brink of extinction

A Greenpeace East Asia investigation

1. WHY DID GREENPEACE EAST ASIA CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION?

The vaquita, a small porpoise found only in the upper Gulf of California in Mexico, is one
of the world’s most endangered mammals. In the past three years, half of the vaquita
population has been killed by fishing nets, many of them set illegally to capture an
endangered fish called totoaba. The most recent scientific report published in Aug 2014
by the international Vaquita Recovery Team (CIRVA) estimated that there are only 97
vaquitas alive in the wild. They are expected to go extinct by 2018 unless drastic steps
are taken immediately.

Many vaquitas have died in nets set for totoaba, the giant endangered fish that can
reach two metres in length and 100kg in weight. They are caught for their valuable swim
bladders, which are largely believed to be smuggled out of Mexico, often through the
United States, destined to Hong Kong and then China.

While the Mexican government has placed a two-year ban on destructive gillnet fishing
in the vaquita’s habitat, more needs to be done to save the vaquita, particularly in
relation to the illegal fishing and smuggling of totoaba swim bladders.

Therefore, Greenpeace East Asia (hereafter ‘Greenpeace’) conducted two investigations
in Hong Kong earlier this year in February and April to find out if totoaba swim bladders
(CITES Appendix 1 species) were being sold and traded in Hong Kong, what would be the
possible trade pattern and scale, and who would be the buyers and sellers if these
smuggling activities were happening in Hong Kong. By getting a better understanding of
the totoaba swim bladder’s illegal trade, we would be able to push the concerned
government parties (in Hong Kong, China, Mexico and US) to take concrete actions to
address the issue.

2. METHODOLOGY

There are over 300 dried seafood stores in Sheung Wan, Hong Kong. To understand the
market structure better, Greenpeace conducted an undercover investigation in February
and April 2015, visiting around 70 stores. Greenpeace gained substantial amount of
information through observation, interviews, follow-up meetings and social media
communication.
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3. GENERAL FINDINGS

From both investigation trips Greenpeace identified at least 13 shops (including both
wholesalers and retailers) as potential sellers, among which seven were able to show
our researchers dried totoaba bladder samples in the shop. Others sent photos of their
inventory bladders, often stored in other regions (such as China or the USA), via Wechat.
This investigation offers a snapshot of the market: these are just a few examples
Greenpeace have come across which may or may not be enough to summarize the
whole black market situation in Hong Kong.

Greenpeace covered the following districts operated mainly by these respective market
players:

1. Wing Lok Street ( ZK#47 ) : Small scale retailers
Des Vouex Road West ( fE8§i& P ) : Large scale retailers

Bonham Strand East ( U@ R #7 ) : Small wholesalers that covers retail
business

Bonham Strand West ( XA B # ) : Large wholesalers

5. Ko Shing Street ( @ F#) : Chinese medicine wholesalers (e.g. Cordyceps,
Ginsengs)

Remark: with an exception, Greenpeace also visited a shop in Tsuen Wan which is
referred by one of the traders Greenpeace had talked to.

The roles of wholesalers and retailers:

The roles of wholesalers and retailers are distinct in the dried seafood market. While not
all traders in Sheung Wan were knowledgeable about totoaba bladders, Greenpeace
learnt that a few major wholesalers were relatively active players in the trade, and
claimed they possessed large quantity of totoaba bladders in their warehouses. Apart
from selling directly to individual customers, they also supplied to the smaller scale
retailers who would charge a huge markup on top of the wholesale price. Most traders
were highly aware of the originality and sensitivity of the product, and the bladders
would never be displayed in public.

Greenpeace also found out that a number of retailers involved in the distribution
claimed that the bladders of the endangered species were their “private collection”
from many years ago. These shops tend to show us only one pair each time.

As a result of the scattered distribution, the price of money fish maws (totoaba) can vary
a lot in the market. Bladders of similar size and quality can cost HKD40,000 in one shop
and HKD120,000 in another.

Weak Hong Kong customs:

Almost all traders agreed that Hong Kong customs were very loose and had very little
knowledge about the bladders. On the contrary, Chinese customs were much stricter
and would need to be “dealt” with extra care. Some traders even claimed that Hong
Kong customs on the contrary were “free entry”. Some shop owners stated that Hong
Kong-China “illegal trade” was commonly arranged by the retailers and done by external
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hires. They normally charged a fee of HKD2,000 -3,000 per bladder. Most smugglers
would pack one to two pieces of bladder in a suitcase, wrapped around in plastic bags
and layers of bubble wraps, sometimes with Chinese herbs.

About the Mexico-Hong Kong trade:

Greenpeace researchers were told during the investigation that the Mexico-Hong Kong
trade was done by air and commonly arranged by the supplier from the Mexico side.
Bladders were normally hand-carried by smugglers and delivered at the Hong Kong
airport. Our upstream sources suggested that the fresh bladders were normally bought
and smuggled by Mexican gangs to the US for processing, and Chinese immigrants in
Mexico were involved in facilitating the trade (See Appendix 8a). We also learnt that
some Hong Kong traders ordered dried bladders via middlemen, mainly Chinese
Americans based in the West Coast of the US (Los Angeles or San Francisco). After online
price negotiation, the products would then be arranged to be sent to Hong Kong.
Delivery time was around one month. Small size bladders could be delivered in lot size of
up to 10 pieces (70g x 10) while large size bladders came in pairs (300g-400g x 2).

The majority of buyers were from mainland China:

Majority of the traders confirmed that the key downstream market was in China. From
all the interviews Greenpeace had done, money fish maws (totoaba) were “collection
items” and not for consumption and they had great storage of value. Some traders
mentioned that the price has fluctuated a lot since 2013, due to the anti-corruption
campaign in China, but it was still considered to be relatively stable compared to other
traditional delicacies such as shark fins and sea cucumbers. Others told us that the price
dropped due to an influx of supply since 2013, after a number of Chinese citizens moved
over to the coast of San Felipe in Mexico. In some places the price dropped by 70% over
the past few years.

Greenpeace researchers had been told that money fish maws (totoaba), together with
bird nests and cordyceps, were popular gifts among Chinese businessmen such as
entrepreneurs and SOEs, in exchange for “Guang Xi” (meaning “relationship”) with
officials. Money fish maw (totoaba) possessed the rarity and rumoured “medical value”,
making it one of the most exquisite and sought after items. In the early days, sailors
believed in dried fish bladders’ mythical medical value in ‘blood regeneration’ after birth,
and many viewed them as family treasures that could be passed on from one generation
to another. Nowadays they are sometimes considered a symbol of wealth and power.

4. DETAILED FINDINGS

Seven shops were able to show undercover Greenpeace East Asia researchers the
dried totoaba bladders directly.

NOTE: Photo evidence, as well as video evidence (with transcripts) can be found in
Appendix, and via the URLs provided.
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All photos can be accessed from the Greenpeace photo library at: http://bit.ly/1HyZYaq

Video footage from Mexico: http://bit.ly/1Ljlali and videos from Hong Kong:

http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg

STORE

KEY FINDINGS

SPECIFIC PRODUCTS

Store 1 — Retailer at
Wing Lok Street

The shop owner got the products from his
friend who was an expert in money fish maw
(totoaba) in Sheung Wan, in which he didn’t
set the price but his friend (i.e. the supplier)
did; he only acted as a middleperson.

The shop owner showed us four bladders, two
‘young bladders’ for sales and two ‘old
bladders’ for demonstration.

The shop owner was willing to accept a
counter offer at HKD25,000 per piece, down
from original HKD96,000 . He also said he
could ask for more supply upon confirmation
of payment of the first two pieces.

Fish maw 1 (see photo 1a):

e Weight: 241g

e Years: 37

® Price: not for sale
Fish maw 2:

e Weight: 86g

e Years:3-5

® Price: HKD 96,000
Fish maw 3:

e Weight: 83g

e Years:3-5

® Price: HKD 96,000
Fish maw 4:

e Weight: 446g

® Years:5

e Price: > HKD 500,000

Store 2 — Retailer at
Wing Lok Street

The shop owner was able to tell that the
bladders were classified as CITES Appendix
and they were more expensive and more
appropriate as gifts. All of his customers were
Mainland Chinese.

Cordyceps and money fish maws (totoaba)
were the most expensive dried seafood
product, but prices had gone down slightly
due to the anti-corruption campaign in
mainland China.

The shop owner said he could help smuggle
the bladders to China. The Hong Kong customs
was very weak but the Chinese customs was
stricter (see Appendix: 2c).

To smuggle cross the border, buyers only
needed to sign an authorisation with the shop
owner while they crossed the border together.
This smuggling fee was around HKD2,000 (paid
in cash) and the buyer would be guaranteed to
be safe from ‘trouble’ (see Appendix 1: 2c).

Fish maw 1 (see photo 2a):

e Weight: 112g

® Years: 5-6

e Price: HKD 30,000
Fish maw 2 (see photo 2b):

e Weight: 385g

® Years:6

e Price: HKD 140,000
Fish maw 3 :

e Weight: 376g

® Years:6

e Price: HKD 140,000
Fish maw 4:

e Weight:370g

® Years:6

e Price: HKD 140,000
Fish maw 5:

e Weight: 392g

® Years:6

e Price: HKD 140,000

Store 3 — Retailer at
Bonham Strand East

The shop owner presented two pieces of
expensive and 40-year-old bladders to us. He
specified these two pieces were from Pakistan
not Mexico, but he acknowledged that there
were bladders imported from Mexico, and
their physical appearance were different —
smaller, longer and thinner. These bladders
were exceptionally popular in the Mainland.

Fish maw 1 :
e Weight: 344.5¢
e Years:42

® Price: HKD 400,000
Fish maw 2 :

e Weight: 232.5¢

® Years:40
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After cross checking with scholar expert in this
species, we believed that those bladders are
not from totoaba, though they have similar
outlook.

e Price: HKD 280,000

Store 4 — Retailer in
Ko Shing Street

The person we talked to was a Chinese doctor,
specialised in selling bird nests, cordyceps and
Chinese herbs. He made a call to his local
contact immediately to enquire about the
stocks, and confirmed over and over again
that the products came from ‘the Americas’
and ‘along Mexico’.

He told us that his friend had sold a piece of
dried money fish maw (totoaba) at a price of
HKD2 million to a Chinese customer directly.
He described Hong Kong customs as ‘free-
entry’, and stated they were very loose on
dried seafood food products. These bladders
were stored in check-in luggage, and sent over
from Mexico to Hong Kong by air each month.
He could also help send the products to China.
He had an office in Guangzhou and would be
able to deliver the products by San Francisco
express. He mentioned there were bribes
involved at customs.

Fish maw 1 (see photo 4a):
e Weight: 370g
® Years:2-3
e Price: HKD 150,000
Fish maw 2 (see photo 4b):
e Weight: 420g
® Years:2-3
e Price: HKD 150,000

Store 5 — Retailer at
Des Voeux Road
West

This shop was well connected.

We gathered that this type of fish maw
(totoaba) was extremely popular in the
mainland, most of their customers were from
mainland China and they offered smuggling
delivery service to their clients. The shop also
sold directly to retailers in Guangzhou and
Beijing.

The shop usually hired people to carry these
bladders, packaged in plastic bags over with
suitcases, on direct flight from Hong Kong to
Beijing. He explained that it was fine to bring
fish maws to Beijing by airplane, as long as
they were declared as ‘regular bladders’.
Beijing airport customs normally accepted
that, but it would be tricky to go through Lo
Wu as they would be considered as parallel
goods.

Fish maw 1 (see photo 5a):

e Weight: 85g

® Years: new

e Price: HKD 33,000
Fish maw 2 (see photo 5b):

e Weight:372g

e Years: 10-20

e Price: HKD 240,000
Fish maw 3 :

e Weight: 359g

e Years: 10-20

e Price: HKD 240,000

Store 6 -- Wholesaler
and retailer at Des
Voeux West

The shop owner claimed he is a “private
collector” of "money fish maw” (totoaba). He
was aware that the trade was highly restricted
in the US, and the US, but safe in China, Hong
Kong and Singapore (see appendix 1. 6¢)

The shop owner stated that a piece of 600g of
younger bladder was around HKD 200,000,
and the older ones could get up to HKD1
million. The price has dropped significantly
from three years ago due to an influx of
supply, especially in 2014. He estimated the

Fish maw 1: (see photo 6a)
e Weight: 505g
Years: new
Price: HKD 200,000
(price dropped from
HKD 1m 4 years ago to
HKD 500k 3 years ago to
HKD 200k this year)
Fish maw 2:
e Weight: 510g
® Years: new
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annual trading volume to be around 100
‘cater’ (R FE 7). (see Appendix 1. 6b)

The shop owner could help us source small-
sized (300g) young bladder from South
America or the US and the delivery time would
be around one week.

e Price: HKD 200,000

(same price dropped as

fish maw 1)
Fish maw 3 :
e Weight: 250g
® Years: new
® Price: HKD 58,000

Store 7 -- Retailer in
Tsuen Wan

The shop owner said that his “money fish
maws” (totoaba) came from a friend in the US.
The shop owner was aware that the bladders
were restricted for export in the US, and had
to be smuggled to Asia. He claimed his friend
smuggled around three times a year, roughly
10-20 pieces per trip. (see Appendix 1: 7b).
The shop owner was confident that the prices
of totoaba would increase by 100% within 10
years. All these valuable bladders were
extremely popular among the ultra-rich in
Hong Kong. The shop owner had given an
example from a few years ago (though not
sure if it was specifically money fish maw
[totoabal]). One of his clients bought a pair of
high-end bladders at HKD680,000 from him,
and auctioned out for HKD1.2 million for
charity.

The shop owner also told us the price had
dropped drastically a few years ago, due to
the influx of supply in the market. He also
showed us a photo of a 600g (HKD1 million
worth) bladder, age unknown, sold a few years
ago. The most expensive money fish maw deal
up to date was sold to a Thai Chinese person
at HKD5 million (for decorative purposes).

Fish maw 1: (see photo 7a)
e Weight: 367.5¢g
® Years: unknown
e Price: HKD 168,000
(price discounted to
HKD 148,000)
Fish maw 2: (see photo 7a)
e Weight: 240g
® Years: unknown
e Price: HKD 168,000
(price discounted to
HKD 148,000)
Fish maw 3: (another pair in
another branch)
® Weight: around 370g
® Years: unknown
e Price: HKD 300,000
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5. How weak was HK customs (from Mexico)?

In order to get a better understanding of how aware Hong Kong customs is in relation to
the trade of endangered species, Greenpeace tried to bring a similar type of fish swim
bladder (but from a non-endangered species) from the US to Hong Kong. In doing so,
Greenpeace received first hand information regarding custom’s response.

In early May, a Greenpeace East Asia researcher bought four fish bladders in Chinatown
in San Francisco. The researcher visited two ‘Chinatowns’: in San Francisco and Oakland.
There were many shops selling fish bladders from America and most sold swim bladders
from Mexico. The researcher bought four Mexican fish swim bladder in Oakland
Chinatown at a total amount of USD228.

Greenpeace had different arrangements for the four fish swim bladders to test out the
customs check:

e The first fish swim bladder was mailed from the US to Hong Kong on 27 April,
and the parcel was received one week later on 8 May.

e The second fish swim bladder was mailed from Mexico to Hong Kong on 30 April,
and was arrived in Hong Kong on 5 May.

e The third fish swim bladder was hand carried from the US to Hong Kong by air,
and the fourth one was hand carried from Mexico to US and then to Hong Kong
by air. Once landed in Hong Kong and the luggage was collected, the researcher
went to the red passageway (‘goods to declare’) and showed the fish swim
bladders to the customs officer. At first the researcher asked the officer about
carrying alcohol to Hong Kong, the officer answered the researcher in details.
But then the researcher asked “Can | also bring fish swim bladders to Hong Kong”
and the officer said “no problem” and then guided the researcher to walk back
to the green passageway.

From this personal experience of bringing and posting fish swim bladders from the
United States of America and Mexico to Hong Kong, we could see that Hong Kong
customs did not have any awareness of the fish swim bladder trade from Mexico or
South America, which in turn reinforced what Greenpeace researchers had heard from
the dried seafood traders that Hong Kong customs was weak and that “free entry” was
largely possible.
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Note: All photos can be accessed from the Greenpeace photo library at:
http://bit.ly/1HyZYaq

Video footage from Mexico: http://bit.ly/1Ljlali and videos from Hong Kong:
http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg

Item Code Description Caption Caption in Chinese
1a | Store 1 —Retailer GPOSTP1RC | Dried bladder | A Greenpeace East Asia 7 Pk fok €00 NP 5 T 7
at Wing Lok Street 1 for Store 1 :nderliover invist:galtion e)‘(posled ; IR AR
ong Kong market players involved | ; S
ina ilobalgand iIIegzI t\r/ade of %Eﬁiﬁﬂwﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁ:%@
endangered totoaba fish swim B, HIERA =
bladders from Mexico to Hong +-BERES, H 241
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim o, EEHLR BT,
bladder shown to Greenpeace JE X eS|, BAEE
researcher by the trader, in which =3
it is 37 years old, weight 241g and
it comes from Pacific Ocean. The
trader claimed that it is just for
demonstration and not for sale.
23 | Store 2 —Retailer GPOSTP1RD | Dried bladder | A Greenpeace East Asia 7 Pk fok €00 N1 P~ 5 T 7
at Wing Lok Street 1 for Store 2 :nderliover |nvist;galt|on e)‘(posled ; IBER AT R R
ong Kong market players involved | 3 S
ina zlobalgand iIIegzI t\r/ade of %Eﬁiﬁﬂx{iﬁﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ[ﬁ:
endangered totoaba fish swim Bt e
bladders from Mexico to Hong EARMEEAR , LER
Kong. The photo is a pair of swim (5 T& 8% | , ==
bladders packed in a wooden gift BEN112E HREE
box shown to Greenpeace o ey
researcher by the trader, with the /\QEEEE , BfE= A
word “Money Fish Maw” on the i
box cover. The size of this fish
swim bladder is 112g, comes from
Mexico and costs HKD 30,000.
2b | Store 2 —Retailer GPOSTP1RE | Dried bladder | A Greenpeace East Asia 7 Pk fok €00 NP~ 5 T 7
at Wing Lok Street 2 for Store 2 :nderliover |nvist;galt|on e)‘(posled ; IBER AT R R
ong Kong market players involved | ; S
ina zlobalgand iIIegzI t\r/ade of %Eﬁiﬁﬂx&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁlﬂJ
endangered totoaba fish swim Bt PR E A
bladders from Mexico to Hong 376 7, KINFEREE, B
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim TE &Y & .
bladder shown to Greenpeace
researcher by the trader, in which
it is 6 years old, weight 376g and
costs HKD 140,000.
2c Store 2 — Retailer Video Store 2 A Greenpeace East Asia
at Wing Lok Street | evidence Info: Hong undercover investigation exposed
GPOSTPIRS | Kong customs | Hong Kong market players
. involved in a global and illegal
is weak, trade of endangered totoaba fish
Access at: smuggling fee | swim bladders from Mexico to
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http://bit.ly/
1FrTMxg

from Hong
Kong to China

Hong Kong. In this footage, the
trader told Greenpeace
researcher that HK Custom does
not post any restriction on
buying illegal swim bladders, and
the trader stated that he can
arrange people to bring the
product from Hong Kong to
China if we pay HKD2000 more.

Full transcript Appendix 2.a

Store 3 — Retailer
at Bonham Strand
East

4a

Store 4 — Retailer
at Ko Shing Street

GPOSTP1RF

Dried bladder
1 for Store 4

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim
bladder shown to Greenpeace
researcher by the trader, in which
it comes from Mexico, weight
370g, 2-3 years old and costs HKD
150,000.

Tk i (00T B2 A U
IR A R A ST
A HERABRE A fale
B, EHREREEL
370 %, RHEZ=EME, H
2 & 3L, BEAT
T EHEH

4b

Store 4 — Retailer
at Ko Shing Street

GPOSTP1RG

Dried bladder
2 for Store 4

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim
bladder shown to Greenpeace
researcher by the trader, in which
it comes from Mexico, weight
420g, 2-3 years old and costs HKD
150,000.

7 Aok €0, 1S 95 A5 M
FERIERE A R B SR
FHEABESE A fadE
B . T IEREL
420 50, ARHEEPEE, H
2 & 3EREL, HEAT
TE .

5a

Store 5 — Retailer
at Des Voeux West
Road

GPOSTP1RH

Dried bladder
1 for Store 5

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim
bladder shown to Greenpeace
researcher by the trader, in which
it comes from South America,
weight 85g and costs HKD 33,000.

TR AT BB
IR A A ] BB
SR AU
B . IR SR
G, T 8s B
2 = = T

5b

Store 5 — Retailer
at Des Voeux West

GPOSTP1RI

Dried bladder
2 for Store 5

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed

TR AT R EE
b SR 4547 5 1 8
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Road

Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo is a piece of swim
bladder shown to Greenpeace
researcher by the trader, in which
it comes from Mexico, weight
359g,10-20 years old and costs
HKD 240,000.

A E RIS i T
B [P 7EREE 359
G S EMEE, A
EEERL, BRI
P

6a

Store 6 --
Wholesaler &
retailer at Des
Voeux West Road

GPOSTP1S2

Dried bladder
at Store 6

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo shows that the
trader is introducing a piece of
swim bladder to Greenpeace
researcher.

7 Aok (0,17 95 A5 M
IR AR H 2R
FHEABESE A fadE
R . [E ik 2
F IE R R A 1 g

S5
% o

6b

Store 6 --
Wholesaler &
retailer at Des
Voeux West Road

Video
Evidence:
GPOSTP1RX

Access at:
http://bit.ly/
1FrTMxg

Info: Dried
bladder value
200k, from
Mexico & US

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. In this footage, the trader
told Greenpeace researcher that
illegal swim bladders come from
Mexico and that piece costs HKD
200,000.

Full transcript Appendix 2.b

6¢C

Store 6 --
Wholesaler &
retailer at Des
Voeux West Road

Video
Evidence:
GPOSTP1RP

Access at:

http://bit.ly/
1FrTMxg

Info: Price
fluctuation of
dried bladders

A Greenpeace East Asia
undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. In the footage, the trader
told Greenpeace researcher the
price fluctuation of illegal swim
bladders in recent years. He stated
that the supply of illegal swim
bladders go up in the past 2 years,
and therefore the current price has
been declined, as compared to the
price 3 years ago that a piece at
least costs HKD 500,000.

Full transcript Appendix 2.c

7a

Store 7 -- Retailer

GPOSTP1S3

Dried

A Greenpeace East Asia

BV LRI 5% B 2E 7
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at Tsuen Wan

bladders 1 &
2 for Store 7

undercover investigation exposed
Hong Kong market players involved
in a global and illegal trade of
endangered totoaba fish swim
bladders from Mexico to Hong
Kong. The photo shows that the
trader is introducing a pair of swim
bladder to Greenpeace researcher.

HEL/QNEER SR Yt ii]
ERBEA B AL
o B R AT T I
s —BRRfE A E f e

% o

7b | Store 7 -- Retailer Video Info: A Greenpeace East Asia
at Tsuen Wan Evidence: Smuggled undercover investigation exposed
GPOSTPIRR | from Mexico, | Hong Kong market players
involved in a global and illegal
clearly trade of endangered totoaba fish
Access at: mention swim bladders from Mexico to
http://bit.ly/ | Totoaba and Hong Kong. In the footage, the
1FrTMxg money fish trader told Greenpeace
maw researcher clearly that totoaba
swim bladders from Mexico were
illegal and smuggled from US to
Hong Kong. The price of one
piece had once up to HKD
5,000,000.
Full transcript Appendix 2.d
8a Interviews with GPOSTP1R7 Interviews of various leaders
fishing community from the fishing community
in San Felipe, Access via: talking apout thg existing
Mexico. March 16, | http://bit.ly/ ;I'/loetfizcb).a_Il_lll‘eégjlaglusilllarigat:zfg n
2015 1Ax8z16

porpoise found in the Gulf of
California in Mexico, are being
caught up in nets that are used
to capture another endangered
species called the totoaba, whose
dried bladder are prized as a
delicacy in China.

Transcript on demand
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Appendix 2.a — Video Evidence

Store 2 — Retailer at Wing Lok Street (2.c) Access at: http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg

ID: GPOSTP1RS

00:00 | #kEOFIE: HERAM—T » BERFEREFEZEIEY ? R A AL
2 FY AR DIE - IREARIE

Greenpeace: But | want to ask, how can | carry this back? Because some said it is
allowed and some said it is not allowed. | am confused.

00:09 | 4 : IRIRERE - FAPEAEMEEE

Owner: You buy it here. | have my way to help you for the delivery.

00:12 | &g RISF: RES BT A 2

Greenpeace: So you will help me to export?

00:17 1 ety - BB » (RAEIS(EN T 54 - (REEHEE - FIBRIR—REBE -
H R i

Owner: So you will sign here. Let us know when you leave, we will go through the
custom together. | will help carrying it for you.

00:25 | shm FIPIRIE - SBHET - APHETFALATLL

Greenpeace: Oh...Like this...This is okay.

00311 g ISP : P LR BB B2 P RS 2
00:33 Greenpeace: So there would be problems for HK Custom?
' R FARNVERIZEE - 2R ERYER o BEABRMAEIR -
Owner: There is no problem for the HK Custom. The problem is on China Custom.
00:38 The HK Custom Officer won’t trouble you.

SR WSS R HEANE T ...

00:40 Greenpeace: If we are being caught with this...

TR BAEHAEN - A > FEEHEIER -

Owner: No, HK custom officers won’t pay attention to you. It is mainly about China
00:44 | Custom.

SREOFIETN ? ARG ? BN AR BHEAEL EREN - -

Greenpeace: What? No way. | heard someone in Guangzhou said that you can’t
00:50 | take this thing out of Hong Kong.

T EARERAER - BEAMARLA - BENEESELY o HEEF
EER - BEIM - MR R EE - g2l

Owner: The officials in Hong Kong don’t care, only drugs are prohibited. This is not
a prohibited item. But in China, they won’t let you cross the border if they found it
01:08 | out. The stocks would be forfeited.

GREOFIE 2R T

01:11 | Greenpeace: Then it will become a great problem.

GREOFE B[ - - AgA BB ? RAIRE.

01:16 | Greenpeace: Then...It won’t be any trouble right? Because | have...

TR RS IRMT 2 » BRI R R4S AR

Owner: | can guarantee the safety...but the thing is you have to let others earn a
01:23 | little bit...

SREOFIET 2 BRIBEBESINGER ? /088 0

01:29 | Greenpeace: What? | need to pay an extra? How much?

AR FIRHEN SRR E A E RCAYES - A IR

01:33 | owner: If you have confirmed the deal, | will ask him to come.
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01:34

01:35

01:36

SrEaFE A gREE

Greenpeace: It won’t be expensive, right?

TR A ERE

Owner: It won'’t be very expensive.
GREOFIEREE ?

Greenpeace: So around..?

AR T RETATRE. ... —(E R T-HEME - AW T3 -

Owner: Around...probably...two thousands for each...2 thousands HK dollars...
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Appendix 2.b — Video Evidence

Store 6 -- Wholesaler & retailer at Des Video Evidence: GPOSTP1RX
Voeux West Road (6.b)

Access at: http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg
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01:03

01:06

01:07

01:09

T SBIRE— TR TEEi A DL T

Owner: It' s ok to show you the gram(Chinese gram).
EMR 20 I, ARFRRECA T 4G 1t E

Owner 2: Ah, ah, ah, you covert to kilogram and show them.
EM: HEATEE

Owner: Never mind

GREAE: ARZERAY SERE: FED 2
GREENPEACE: Five hundred and five grams. GREENPEACE: How many?
SRR AEZER > BT T, 2l ?
GREENPEACE: Five hundred and five. Thisis “Gram” (Chinese gram) right?
R AR E(EE KREAE — T T

GREENPEACE: So that is one catty.

T 2, Y

Owner: Yes, yes.

EWCARE, UM T AT, BT, — T

Owner: You see, convert it to KG, yes, 1 catty.

e EEmE—TT

Owner: This counts as 1 catty.

i EETAEN

Owner: This one as well

SRR AR A%

GREENPEACE: Five hundred and twenty-five grams.
AR S (. S — LR

Owner: This.. this one is a bit heavier.

A EEEE. e EERMIRE S D
Owner: This--- This--- GREENPEACE: How much will you sell this?
R A E—E

Owner: Two hundred thousand for one.

GRS B, HR %D

Greenpeace: Two hundred thousand for one, right?

ER: GBI LT A 20Kilo(A T)

Owner: Total---ah..ah.. have 20 Kilos.

LREFISE A 20 ATl

GREENPEACE: Have 20 kilograms, right?

TR 20 AT, 20 T

Owner: 20 kilograms, 20 kilograms.

LREEFISEA 20 AT E

GREENPEACE: Have 20 kilograms stocks.

R 2: R

Owner 2: Totally have---.
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01:10

01:11

01:12

01:15

01:20

01:24

01:28

01:34

01:37

01:40

01:41

01:44

01:49

01:55

EREAIEAH R D2 SRR 2

GREENPEACE: But all that big?

LREEFISE A A /N

GREENPEACE: Do you have the smaller one?

IR 2 EE  BAEENENT

Owner 2: Still have, still have some smaller.

RN EREBEEE 2T T, EFE A IR FIE
GREENPEACE: Good  Owner: See see see--- all weighed, I put them on the weight
and show you.

LRI, i nE

GREENPEACE: Oh, good good.

GREEFIF S (E 2R 2 EHL SN 2

GREENPEACE: Where does it come from? Do you know the origin?
EMR&AEN 2: S SEPE R - 2R TS B, BPEE

Owner & Owner 2: This---. Mexico---.? Mexico, Mexico.
ERERINE S57E B, FEEAREAREY, S/ 2

GREENPEACE: Mexico, so it s from South America. How old?
R 2: B RAINEREE, EEIEE

Owner 2: This 1s only available there, American that part.
CREAE RS E A IRE?

GREENPEACE: This is also available in America?

TR 20 HF SRR, S5 B

Owner 2: Yes, America, yes, America.

TR 2. BE, EEE R

Owner 2: See, this is so beautiful.

LREFINEA 20 200 i | g -

GREENPEACE: 20 kilograms! Wow

EM: 20 2N TR B TR

Owner: all are as big as this for those 20ish Kilos.
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Appendix 2.c - Video Evidence

Store 6 -- Wholesaler & retailer at Des Voeux | Video Evidence: GPOSTP1RP
West Road
Access at: http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg
00:00 | &M 2: EELERPGIRTH CE[BI2KREY
OWNER2: We bought these ourselves
00:04 | =54 2: Uity
OWNER2: For collection
00:06 | srEFIEALZREEENN SREFFEET
GREENPEACE: But | am doing trade GREENPEACE: | see
00:10 | #£4g: .. k.. F—4E50
OWNER: La..la..last year there were many
00:13 | tig: FHsH (6 4 ED R 2 LRI EEEFEERS 2N E?
OWNER: All [the products] come here GREENPEACE: So that was must
cheaper at that time right?
0017 ) St i (I S B TR B (32
OWNER: This originally sold at a few [ten] dollars
0020 | s I -4
. GREENPEACE: A few [ten] dollars
023 | dpig: = A (S .. 78
00:26 OWNER: Three years ago, this was worth 500 thousands
R R EMFEL RS T, A B EE
00:30 OWNER: It has an influx these two years, therefore it is so cheap now
SO G o S E S S R
00:32 GREENPEACE: so who..who..who are your major buyers
T SEEG Y. B2 B ARG, BAE A B ERIZ, fran s R
OWNER: Who are the major buyers. Those buying for collection, and the rich would
00:40 buy them as delicacy. This can save lives!
Sk I Hp R A Y A ?
00:43 | GREENPEACE: Are they people from China?
TR 2: FSCFTEES
00:45 | OWNER: | make a call first
SRR By (T8RS W A LEEE S ? IRATE S ?
00:47 | GREENPEACE: Why there has been more for these two years? Do you know?

AR BB AR SS BRI T T 2 AN B R AR S A S A
4, =

OWNER: Because those poa[chers]...in the US...Many [poachers] in the US...this slot
was previous one, those fish would breed [aggregately] there..

Appendix 2.d — Video Evidence
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Store 7 -- Retailer at Tsuen Wan Video Evidence: GPOSTP1RR

Access at: http://bit.ly/1FrTMxg
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01:01

AR N R P M@ 2B a2 —Ht, B2 BAE I IR A 7 i 2k

Owner: Since we are those returned from the US, | have friends in the US to bring
me [maws]

SR IEIE..

Greenpeace: Ohh..

M A s 2B R RE S I

Owner: Because these...are restricted...from export

SERIT BTSN 5 HACRASS R

Greenpeace: So how long does it take to arrive? Would that catch May?

R BRI, EEE. - 2R

Owner: These are restricted in export, these are...are...are..are...smuggled
SREOFIE: A g s

Greenpeace: Oh no...these...

AR W IR E B IR G B SRR AR, T 23 A0 S O o g

Owner: Ah, look..look..you look at this and you know, these are smuggled. Ahhahh...
SR REERZHYIE = (H

Greenpeace: There are many of these back in the mainland

T RPEIRZ (B2 Bt B 235, EPH BN 1 LR THY

Owner: There are many in the mainland, but these are from the US and Mexico that
cannot be exported

SR IEIE..

Greenpeace: Ohh..

AR T RL ISR

Owner: they are smuggled to here

SOOI . T DAFR S RE IS R R 2

Greenpeace: Oh..so it takes time right?

MG G2, AV B —EREERY

Owner: yes, and for these you have to check out the quality

EREAIEIE..

Greenpeace: Ohh..

GREOFIE T, EICREMEE— T &

Greenpeace: Yes, this trip we come deliberately to have a look on the products
RO A BEE, ATaE R0 AT DL A8 5 H 2.

Greenpeace: If it is not found, it may take time, so if | want it by May...

A PAE ARR . ARFRE.HEE, R IRREATEE, K2 SR,
A& WM EE M. e, EREWRG IR

Owner: | know, what..what..do you need. That is, what products you need, you have
to..have to tell us and then we can prepare. Like quoting these products to you.
SR AiREER, HEEFrRftEA — S HE2EE..

Greenpeace: To be honest, we had some last year...but after all...

T BRSO Al LREFIE R E

Owner: These products... Greenpeace: they are different Greenpeace: Let
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01:04

01:06

01:07

01:12

01:18

01:21

01:22

me see, oh..
AT B E LB SRR, LREFI- ISR .
Owner: ..are smuggled from the US Greenpeace: | see..

AR BRI E A E

Owner: These are called...called Totoaba

GREOFIIE, ZiEkk

Greenpeace: Ohh...I see...

A AEERRE, EEIaE AL BRI AEEAY  SEfE:

Owner: In the US, these are called Totoaba ... These are called Totoaba in the US
Greenpeace: Right

A BLR AL FRM. AL S, A AT,

Owner: These...we...Hong Kong people call it Money Fish Maws, it can be divided as
males and females

T RERYA 500 E—&

Owner: For the most expensive one would cost HKD 5 million

EREVINERE YN

Greenpeace: How large is it?

A GBI

Owner: Let me show you hahahahah




