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Executive

Human-elephant conflict (HEC) in Chhattisgarh started with 18
elephants migrating in the late 80s from the neighbouring states of
Odisha and Jharkhand and over the years the migration
increased. The estimation of elephant population in 2012 stands
at 247" When the elephants in search of new habitats come into
contact with human populations who have no experience of how
to protect themselves and their property from wild elephants,
severe damage is common.

The human-elephant conflict issue has become increasingly
severe in Chhattisgarh - 198 human lives have been lost due to
elephant conflict between 2005-06 and 2012-13. Street protests
in condemnation of the forest department’s failure to manage the
issue are common. The state assembly has seen several
questions raised on the issue, and there have been demands
voiced by different sections for an “elephant corridor” or similar
refuge that will keep elephants away from crops and villages. The
conflict reached such a level that in 2010, the state government
doubled the compensation amount for human deaths due to
elephants.

To answer the question on, “why the conflict is so high in Chhattis-
garh?”, one needs to look at the neighbouring central Indian
states of Jharkhand and Odisha as well. These three states
together hold less than 10% of India’s elephants, but on an
average, they alone account for approximately 65% of human
casualty due to elephant conflict in a year. Mining, especially coal
and iron ore mining are the two biggest threats to elephant
habitats in these three states.

The Chhattisgarh government has thus far ignored the recom-
mendations made by both independent research institutions such
as Wildlife Trust of India or by Project Elephant to secure certain
forest regions in Korba and Dharamjaigarh forest divisions for
elephant conservation, choosing instead to side with mining

Human-elephant conflict in
Chhattisgarh has resulted
in 198 human deaths between
2005-06 and 2012-13.

This report is an attempt to capture the current conflict scenario in
Chhattisgarh and also look at wildlife presence in and around the
proposed coal expansion areas, especially the Hasdeo-Arand and
Mandraigarh coal fields, which fall within the Raigarh, Sarguja and
Korba districts of the state. When forests are diverted for coal or
any other mining, local people inherit the problems that arise due to
the diversion. In the case of human-wildlife conflict, no mining
company ever pays compensation for people killed or property
damaged because of wildlife that is displaced or disturbed due to
the mining. In most cases, at the time of forest clearance process,
wildlife presence and habitat usage are either not reported or under
reported by agencies conducting the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), and very often by the state government itself, in
order to secure an easy clearance for the project.

Introduction

The Elephant Task Force report 2010,“Gajah-Securing the future of elephants in India” clearly states that the biggest challenges faced by
- elephants in the country are reduction in living space and human-elephant conflict. According to Elephant Task Force report there is
serious conflict in states like West Bengal, Assam, Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh; 2/3 of the money spent on elephant conservation
goes directly or indirectly for human-elephant conflict

In the case of Central and eastern India, elephants used to be present only in Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal. Over the past three
decades, more elephant presence has been recorded in the neighbouring states of Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh, often causing more
damage to crops and habitats. Increased mining in Odisha and Jharkhand in particular are believed to have played a role in this elephant
migration Mining for iron ore, manganese and chromate in the large scale in northern Orissa and southern Jharkhand is considered as
the single largest threat to the conservation of elephantsY

The objective of this study is to do a rapid assessment of the ongoing human-elephant conflict within parts of the Hasdeo-Arand and
Mandraigarh coalfields located in the civil districts Raigarh, Sarguja and Korba of Chhattisgarh. The forest divisions that the coalfields fall
within are south Sarguja, Katghora, Korba and Dharamjaigarh. While the assessment was focussed on elephant conflict, data was also
gathered for other Schedule | species like leopards and sloth bears.

The coal blocks for surveying were selected from within the four forest divisions. The field visits and data gathering was conducted by
Conservation Core Society (CCS), based in Bilaspur. CCS interviewed villagers at villages located inside and near the proposed coal
blocks. Human-wildlife conflict data was collected from the respective forest departments for the period 2009 to 2012. It should be noted
that the figures given in this report on property damage caused by wildlife are the number of cases reported to respective forest depart-
ments per their records. Most importantly, this report only touches upon the likely increase in future conflict and is by no means exhaustive.
To understand full extent of the impact, one needs to study the complete landscape.
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Human-Elephant Conflict

The Central Indian elephant habitat is one of the most fragmented and
degraded ecosystems for the elephant because of encroachment, shifting
cultivation and mining activities¥ The elephants of Central and eastern
India are distributed over 17, 000 square kilometres mostly in the Chota
Nagpur plateau across the states of Odisha and southern West Bengal*

According to the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), there are
2,865 elephants in Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, of which Odisha
has close to 70% (1,930 elephants) followed by Jharkhand (688
elephants), Chhattisgarh (247 elephants) as of 2012 (Table 1)

2007 1 2012 ]

- 20 247
1841 1862 1930
772 624 688
26328 27657 27682 | 29391 - 30711

Table 1: Elephant population in Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand and All India

The Elephant Task Force report 2010 notes mining, especially open cast
mining as one of the major factors impacting elephant conservation in
Central India where most of the elephant areas in Singhbhum (Jharkhand),
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal, Angul and Phulbani (Orissa) have been
severely fragmented leading to increased human-elephant conflict and
movement of elephants into Chhattisgarh and West Bengal™ This was
ratified by the then Minister of Environment, Mr. Jairam Ramesh during the
Elephant-8 conference 2011, when he said that coal mining and iron ore
mining are the two "single biggest threats" to elephant corridors in
Central India as a result of increasing mining activities in states like
Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarhx

Annually, around 300 human lives are lost due to human-elephant conflict
in India¥ In Chhattisgarh, between 2005-06, 2012-13 198 people have
lost their livesxi In Odisha, in the eight years between (2005-06 to 2012-
13) there were 473 cases of human deathXi 132 cases of human injury,
3,863 cases of house damage and 21,768 acres of crop damage due to
elephant depredation and 96 elephant accidents (mostly electrocution)
were also reported during the same time*¥Jharkhand on the other hand
witnessed around 867 human deaths and 32 cases elephant electrocu-
tion during the same timeX* (Table:2)

Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
and Jharkhand have
less than 10%
elephant population in
the country but on an
average close to 65%
of human deaths occurs
due to human-elephant
conflict.

of the

22 27 29 25 33 22
62 58 82 61 41 83
867

280 | 283 | 308 | 292 | 263 | 311

_ * Chhattisgarh+Odisha [ -+
+oharkhand |/ ndia,
2865 30051
192 300
peop
. elephants/year 29 1

Table 3: Human-elephant confiict in Central India

If we calculate the average of human casualty in these three states in comparison to the national scenario (Table 3),
it’s clear that close to 65% of human deaths from elephants nationwide are caused by the 10% of India’s elephant
population that occurs in Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand. The severity of the conflict is further evident by the
amount of money spent as compensation for human death due to human-elephant conflict in these three states
(Table 4).




In 1988, 18 elephants from Jharkhand and Odisha migrated into
what is now Chhattisgarh for the first time»iThey caused extensive
damage in Sarguja, Jashpur, Korba and Raigarh districtsThe then
Madhya Pradesh government thought it was an isolated incident
and captured 10 elephants to prevent further entry into the area. This
incident was repeated in 1995. And from the year 2000 onwards, the
incidence of elephants straying into Chhattisgarh has increased

In 2001, acting on the request of the state government, the Wildlife
Trust of India(WTI) conducted a rapid assessment to evaluate the
elephant conflict situation in Chhattisgarh. At that time five districts -
Korba, Raigarh, Dhramjaygarh, Jashpur and Sarguja - were facing
problems due to human-elephant conflict™

The assessment report suggested that the elephants in this area had

come in from the neighbouring forests of Sundergarh and/or

Sambalpur forest division in Odisha. The estimated elephant popula-
tion that entered into Chhattisgarh at that point was around 24X The
report went on to suggest that forest patches in Dharamjaygarh and
Korba forests divisions can provide a good habitat for elephants,

which will ultimately help in reducing human—elephant conflict cases.

Herd of Elephants in Dharamjaigarh forests
© subrata biswas / Greenpeace

Forest area jn Dharamjaigar I%. .

© Subrata Biswas/Greenpedce




Subsequently, the number of elephants coming into Chhattisgarh
have gone up over the years. The number of elephants in Chhattis-
garh according to state forest department was 123 in 2005 Again,
in a detailed estimation conducted by Chhattisgarh forest depart-
ment in May 2007 estimated 122 elephants were recorded to have
been spread across the four districts of Sarguja, Jashpur, Raigar
and Korba covering two forest circles Bilaspur and Sarguja. From
the year 2007 onwards the elephant population in the state
increased gradually to 247 in 2012

Heeding the WTI recommendation, in 2005, the state government
requested the MoEF to include three Elephant Reserves under
Project Elephant. Badalkhol Manora Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS)
(176.14 sg.km.) Tamorpingla WLS (872.16 sg.km.) and Lemru (450
sg.km.) in Raigarh, Jashpur and Korba districts respectively.

However, after getting the go ahead from the Central government in
2007, the state government succumbed to the pressure™ of the
coal mining lobby and dropped Lemru from the list and went ahead
with notifying the existing Protected Areas of Badalkhol, Tamor
Pingla and Semarsot Wildlife Sanctuaries as Elephant Reserves in
2011. Since these areas are already within the Protected Area (PA)
network as notified by the Wildlife Protection Act 1972, the title of
Elephant Reserve offers no extra protection to elephants, and little
if any financial support for habitat monitoring. However, the tag of
an ‘Elephant Reserve’” would have been much more significant for
LLemru, which is not even recognised as a PA.

Since 2007, the human-elephant conflict in Chhattisgarh is growing
in severity - for both elephants and humans. The frequency of
elephants being electrocuted, either deliberately or by accident, is
increasing, while the official figures of Ministry of Environment and
Forests indicate only five elephant electrocution incidents between
2005-06 to 2012-13*"According to the state forest department of
Chhattisgarh 14 elephants were electrocuted between 2005-06
and 2012-13. On the ground, the situation seems to be completely
different. News reports suggest as many as 18 elephants have
pbeen electrocuted in Dharamjaigarh forest division alone between
April 2013 and 2014 " According to local NGOs, many electrocu-
tion cases are reported as natural deaths by the forest department.
According to news reports, 50 elephants raided over 50 ha. of
standing crops; three people were Killed by elephants in the region
in September 2013*¥On August 29, 2013, more than 100 residents
of Dharamjaigarh and adjoining villages joined a public protest to
demand that the state manage human-elephant conflict, by secur-
ing a space for elephants to live*¥'According to news reports in July
2014, around 300 people threw stones at the forest officer's house

House damaged due to human-elephant conflict in Morga village.
© Meetu Gupta/Greenpeace

Jharkhand
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for failing to control the human-elephant conflict situation in Dharamjaigart®™ Locals claim
that elephants started breeding in the forests around Dharamjaigarh town due to the
availability of space and food. The current population of elephants around Dharamjaigarh
has reached more than 100

According to the forest department, the two decade period since elephants started
reappearing in Chhattisgarh and 2005, the state has recorded 50 human deaths due to
elephants at an average of three people a year. The ex-gratia amount paid for human
death and crop damage within this period was 21.9 lakhs (average 1.15 lakhs/year) and
219.62 lakhs (average11.55 lakh/ year) respectively.

Currently, the figure of human deaths due to elephants has risen eight times to average 25
deaths a year and the compensation paid has increased has risen three times to 51 lakh
a year (Table 3). Compensation for crop/property damage has increased to 226 lakhs for
the year 2012 alone (Table 5). Human-elephant conflict in the state of Chhattisgarh has
seen 114 human injuries between 2005-06 and 2013-14, 8,657 property damage
incidents between 2006-07 and 2013-14 and 99,152 incidents of crop damage between
2004-05 and 2013-14 adding up to a total of 2140.20 lakhs spent as compensation
between 2004-05 and 2013-14. This is clear proof that conflict on the ground is getting
worse by the day.

To control public anger, the State Government in its order No F 7-32/2003/10-2 dated
22.09.2010 has increased the compensation from Rs 100,000 to Rs 200,000 in case of

a human death. There has been no action on protecting the forests or the elephant
corridors. The continued diversion of forests is leading the human-elephant conflict
situation in Chhattisgarh to deteriorate rapidly.

(from 2005-06)

Jharkhand

(from 2005-06)

| India overall 1077.21 : 2003.83 3274.46

Table 5: Amount of compensation paid for loss of crop property damage from 2007-2013 are as follows: (Rs. In Lakhs)




Mining vs Biodiversity

in Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh has 55,674 sqg. km. of forests, covering 41.18% of its geographical
area. *t has the third largest area under forest cover after Madhya Pradesh and
Arunachal Pradesh. Of this, three percent is very dense forests, 25.82% is moder-
ately dense, 12.28% is open forests and 0.09% is scrub™ The forest ecosystem
comprises of tropical moist - drop of deciduous forest and tropical dry deciduous
forest

Raigarh, Korba and Sarguja are biodiversity rich and tribal dominated areas of the
state. Korba has 50.75% of its land area under forest, while Raigarh has 35.93%,
Koriya 62.19% and Sarguja has 45.34%, most of them above the state average of
41.18% ™" Raigarh, Korba and Sarguija are also the most mineral rich districts of the
state. Korba, Raigarh and Sarguja have nearly 100% of the coal reserves of the state
while Korba has 26%, Raigarh has 45.5% and Sarguja (with Korea) has 25.35%.
Sarguja also has 41% of the total bauxite reserves of the statexxiv

Raigarh, Korba and Sarguja are the most biodiversity-rich and tribal-dominated
areas of the state. Any expansion of mining into existing forest areas has the potential
to exacerbate the human-elephant conflict in the state. South Eastern Coalfields
Limited, a Coal India subsidiary, has coal mines in Korba, Sarguja, Korea and Raigarh
districts and produced about 118 mt of coal in 2012-2013™*The company has plans
for large expansion of capacity in Korba and Raigarh, to about 130 mt by 2017-18*
In addition, there are many more coal blocks proposed for captive power generation
for private companies©i

Raigarh, Korba and
Sarguja have nearly
100% of the coal
reserves of
Chhattisgarh.

Kusmuna open cast coal mine
© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace




The Hasdeo-Arand coalfield is spread over Korba and Surguja
districts of Chhattisgarh. Its southeastern edge borders the Mand-
raigarh coalfield. About 80% of Hasdeo-Arand is covered by good
quality forest™""This is one of the largest intact forest areas in Central
India outside of the Protected Area system. It is also the watershed of
the Hasdeo-Bango reservoir and the Hasdeo river, which is a tributary
of the river Mahanadi.

In June 2011, the MoEF granted forest clearance under the Forest
Conservation Act 1980 for three coal blocks - Tara, Parsa East and
Kente Basan - in Hasdeo-Arand after much pressure from the state
government. While clearing them, the Minister noted the following:

XXXiX

Shri Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State
Environment & Forests, June 2011

Forest area in Dharamjaigarh.

© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace

Parsa East and Kente Basan Coal Block

The coal blocks are allotted to Parsa Kente Collieries Ltd.
(PKCL). PKCL is a joint venture between Rajastan Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd. (RVUNL), a public sector company,
and Adani Enterprises. Adani owns 74% of the equity in
PKCLX

The Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), South Surguja
Division, has mentioned the presence of sloth bear and
leopard in the region while forwarding the proposal to
divert Tara block. The site visit report of Forest Advisory
Committee (FAC) also confirmed the presence of
elephants in the areax!

Over 2009, 2010 and 2011, the FAC repeatedly advised
against granting mining leases in the area, saying that it
would destroy dense forests that sustained a rich ecosys-
tem inhabited by elephants, leopards and sloth bears. The
MoEF upheld the Committee’s recommendations thrice,
but then overturned its earlier decision in June 2011
following the Minister's about-face, which in turn was a
result of significant pressure from the state government

Even though these blocks were cleared on the basis of
being on the fringe of the forest, the survey shows
presence of elephants, leopards and sloth bears, all falling
under the Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972.
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) in its order in March
2014 on the appeal filed by advocate Sudiep Shrivastava
questioned the forest clearance, did not agree with the
minister’s view that the area was not biodiversity rich, even
though it was on the fringe of Hasdeo-Arand forests.
Sighting various shortfalls in the way forest clearance was
awarded, The tribunal ordered for a complete re-appraisal
by the FACX
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Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

May 2013, elephants had come to the area adjoining the mining site.

According to the villagers, Kete to Parobia via Basan is a migratory route for elephants.

Sloth bears are frequently sighted in the forest around in these villages.

Leopards sightings were also frequently reported in Kete Village till 2011, but no cattle
lifting incidents occurred.

Affected villages:
Kete ’ Basan ’ Parsa : In August 2008, a herd of seven elephants stayed near Basan village for more than a

. week, damaging 35 houses there.
Ghaatbarra, Harihar ono
Pur, Salhei. According to villagers, elephants have been visiting the area since 2001.

O : 2 Tara Coal Block
This coal block is allotted to Chhattisgarh Mineral Development Corporation.

It is one of the three coal blocks cleared along with Parsa East and Kente
pasan by MoEF in 2011

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

On May 20 2013, a herd of four elephants came to the Mendra talab (pond) adjoining
Kataroli village.

)\_\\
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May 15 2013, elephants raided Ravi Lal's kitchen garden in Kataroli village.

@«
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In August 2012, three houses were damaged by elephants at Janardanpur village.

4 A F A0 e LRt ; g Smiaeaey, In 2011, Mohan Singh’s house in Kataroli vilage was damaged by an elephant and

e@m@®- ; . & . - i
Grs72 b g ; S | 4 s i : \ Singh was also attacked by a sloth bear in 2009.

15 cases of cattle lifting by leopards were reported in Janardanpur village in 201 1.

Every year, more than 10 cases of cattle liting by leopards are reported from Tara

village. Affected villages:
> Tara, Kataroli and
- i e e = ilage. Janardanpur.

In 2011, one house and in 2012, two houses were damaged by elephants at Tara




=L~ -20-

Morga Coal Block Madanpur North and South Coal Blocks

Morga Il coal block was rejected by the MoEF in June 2011 because it was located in main Hasdeo Arand region*™ However,

poth the Morga Il and Morga IV proposals have now been reconsidered. Granting further clearances for blocks in Hasdeo- Recent Wlldllfe SlghtlngS and Conﬂlct around the COa| bIOCkS

Arand runs counter to the stand that the MoEF took while clearing Tara, Parsa East and Kente Basan.

The Chhattisgarh government in its application and factsheet for Morga IV coal block have failed to note the presence of In 2012, a house was damaged by an elephant.
elephants in the area. However, the Working Plan for Katghora Division records the presence of elephants and it is well known

that the region sees significant elephant movement. Frequent sightings of sloth bears have been observed in the village.

. . . . . Leopards are sighted in the adjoining forests but not much cattle lifting cases due to a
Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks high prey bbase in the forest.
In 2012, an elephant damaged a house in the village.
Frequent sightings of sloth bears have been observed in the village.

LLeopards are sighted in the adjoining forests but cattle lifting is rare due to a high prey
base in the forest.

Two houses were completely destroyed by elephants in 201 1.
Sloth bears frequently visit the village.

Leopard sightings are reported in the adjoining forests but not many cattle lifting cases.

Nakia Coal Block
Allotted to the Chhattisgarh Captive Coal Company.

Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Korba in a letter to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) on 4.06.2007 asked
permission to shoot a lone male elephant, tusker which had killed nine people within 10 months in the Lemru range of Korba
Forest Division. (Annex. 1)

In another letter written by DFO Korba Forest Division to the Collector of Korba district on 1.12.2007 states that the proposed
coal block (Nakia) lies adjacent to the area proposed for the Lemru Elephant Reserve and the area also falls within the migratory
route of elephants, connecting to Sarguja in the north. The letter mentions that elephants from Dharamjaigarh forest division
use this area frequently. He also mentions the presence of tigers in the same area. (Annex. 2)

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

Elephants also damaged Maingu Ram’s crop in 2012.

Gouri Mondal of Baisi vilage in Dharamiaigarh - Elephants damagedher , In 2010, elephants damaged the Public Distribution System (PDS) shop and a jack
house in 2018, she has received Rs 7000 from the state government. fruit tree in the village

© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace
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Sampled conflict locations mapped on the coal field/forest cover map
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The Mandraigarh coalfield stretches in a northwest-southeast
direction, starting from the southeast part of Hasdeo-Arand
coalfield and extending all the way to the Odisha border. These
forests are contiguous with those in the Sundargarh district of
Qdisha, and a corridor for elephant movement between the two
states. The northwest border of Mandraigarh coalfield is where
the controversial proposed Lemru Elephant Reserve lies. The
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), 2011 report
indicates elephant and leopard presence in a large part of the
forests of Mandraigarh, and tiger presence in the 2004 enumera-
tion (pg 79 of the 2004 report) but none in 2010

In the northwestern part of the coalfield more than 40 coal blocks
have been demarcated. If this cluster is developed, it would perma-
nently cut the connection between the forests of Hasdeo-Arand and
Mandraigarh, leading to a break in forest connectivity between the
Korba and Dharamjaigarh forest divisions.

The Mandraigarh coalfield contains a large number of demarcated
coal blocks in dense forest areas, including several that overlap on
elephant and leopard habitat. If these blocks are mined, elephant
migration between Dharamjaigarh and Korba would be further
disrupted, causing them to move in into human settlements, resulting
in more damage to human, animal and property.

Dharamjaigarh and Sithra-Kurkela Coal Block

According to Wildlife Institute of India, 2011, the whole of Sithra-Kurkela block and northern portion of Dharamjaigarh blocks
are elephant habitat. The forests around Dharamjaigarh town are a good habitat for elephants according to locals*According
to them the elephant population has reached more than 100 individuals in the regionx¥i Due to this, Dharamjaigarh is now the
most affected place in the state by human-elephant conflict. There is also the seasonal conflict with sloth bears in the region.

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

According to news reports, 18 elephants have been electro-
cuted in the region between April 2013 and 2014X""

In August 2013, 26 houses were damaged by elephants in
Dharamjaigarh and adjoining villages.

On August 19, 2013, Barman resident of Baise village of
Dharamjaigarh area got electrocuted by the fence he had
constructed around his own agricultural field when a herd of four
elephants entered his maize field and chased him.

Between 2010 and 2012, 19 human Casualties recorded in
Dharamjaigarh Forest Division due to elephant conflict according
to the forest department of Chhattisgarh.

Eight elephants have been electrocuted in Dharamjaigarh forest
division according to the Chhattisgarh forest minister between
2006 — 2001 1-12X%

Advocate Sudiep Shrivastava

Mr. Vikram Usendi, Forest Minister, Chhattisgarh
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Nawagaon Coal Block

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

Human-elephant conflict resulted in the death of two individuals and damage to 10
houses in the last five years.

It was alleged that an elephant was electrocuted in Hariprasad's field but there was no
case registered by the forest department.

* Most of the families in Semipali village were displaced from Hirakud Dam Site of Odhisa. They are living in fear of displacement due
to the coal block.

In May 2013, a herd of 25 elephants were sighted in the region.
May 2013, elephants raided Babu Ram's agricultural field in Fatehpur village.

Narayan Sarthi, resident of Rupunga village was chased by an elephant in the
second week of May 2013.

Between 2011 and 2012, elephants damaged three houses constructed
under the government Scheme “Indra Awwas Yojna” in Narkalo Village.

In 2010-2012, six houses were raided and damaged by elephants in Fatehpur
village.

\©'Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace |
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O 4 Chirra Coal Block

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

On May 20, 2013 two people were attacked by sloth bear in the
adjoining the forest area while they were collecting tendu patta.

In April 2013 there were eight cases of cattle lifting by leopards in Aelong village.

In April 2012, a herd of 60-65 elephants of all age classes were reported in this area.

In 2009-10 elephants raided and damaged seven houses in Chirra village. {Af fected vi llages .

Forests along the villages are common migratory route for elephants. Chirra and Ae 1ong .

0 5 Syang Coal Block

Recent wildlife sightings and conflict around the coal blocks

In May 2013, a herd of 25 elephants were sighted in the area. They damaged Nand-
lal Rathia and Gopal Rathia’s agricultural fields in Syang village.

In 2012, elephants damaged Jaleel Khan and Chameli Madam’s house.

Sloth bear and leopard sightings are common in the forests near Syang.

T N R P N R R R N N e R N RN
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Affected village:
Syang
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Damaged house of Sabitri Sheel in village Baisi in Dharamjaigarh. Her house was damaged by elephants
in 2013. A sum of Rs 4000 was paid as compensation for the damage by the state government.
© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace
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Table 5: Incidents of human-wildlife conflict in South Sarguja, Kathghora, Dharamjaigarh and Korba forest divisions.

0

0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

1 0 14 0 1 6 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 3 3 0 1 0 0 0

1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
1240/ 430 ; 1160/269 | 15628/402 | 15667/406 0 62 12 8

6 8 2 2 0 1 1
21 88 50 31 14 30 20

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1519 1919 1679 | 1888/258 784 744 622 2961
3 3 2 1 2 1 2 4
30 12 7 2 42 31 18 48

Source: Chhattisgarh forest department




Coal vs Elephants

The forests in South Sarguja and Katghora forest divisions are key leopard habitats.
Dharamjaigarh and South Sarguja have the highest human casualty due to human-elephant conflict among all four forest divisions.

South Sarguja, Korba and Dharamjaigarh have high sloth bear conflict. ) ) ) ‘ )
The State Assembly of Chhattisgarh passed a resolution on 11th of March 2005 (Annex.3) for the inclusion of Chhattisgarh

in the Government of India’s “Project Elephant Scheme”. Consequently, the Secretary of Chhattisgarh State Assembly
wrote a letter dated 17.03.2005 (Annex.4) to the Secretary, Forest, Government of Chhattisgarh mentioning their decision
and asking that appropriate action be taken from the Centre to implement “Elephant Reserve” in the districts of Raigarh,
Jashpur and Korba. And to ensure prerequisite economic assistance towards the implementation of Project Elephant in
the state.

On 15.04.2004, Principal Secretary (Forest), Government of Chhattisgarh, Raipur sent a proposal for the inclusion of
Chhattisgarh State in “Project Elephant” to the Inspector General of Forest (IGF) and Director, Project Elephant, Govern-
ment of India, MoEF, New Delhi. In this proposal, the Forest Department of Chhattisgarh elaborated on the problem of wild
elephants in the north-eastern parts of Chhattisgarh, stating that the north-eastern districts of Sarguja, Jashpur, Korba
and Raigarh have been experiencing frequent incursions of wild elephants from across the borders of the adjoining states
of Jharkhand and Orissa since 1988. This letter further mentioned that “there are about 90-100 elephants in the forests of
the State; out of which Badalkhol Sanctuary in Jashpur is home of herd of 42 elephants and Korba has 21 elephants”.
These elephants, the letter continues, have become resident in forests of Korba, Jashpur, Raigarh and Sarguja and their
number is increasing.

Following this, the Directorate of Project Elephant, MoEF, Gol has constituted an expert team consisting of Shri
M.K.Appaya, Retd. PCCF (Wildlife, Karnataka / Member, Project Elephant Steering Committee; Dr. Sushant Chowdhury,
Scientist F/Professor, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun and Shri. A.N. Prasad, IGF & Director, Project Elephant, MoEF,
Gol to undertake the inspection of the sites and submit their recommendations/report for necessary consideration of
MoEF on the matter. Accordingly, the constituted team undertook a site inspection from March 22-25, 2007 and submit-
ted their report, in May 2006. (Annex.5)

One of the recommendations of the report was “The other elephant reserve to be declared could be the Lemru as
proposed by the Chhattisgarh Forest Department covering forest ranges of Lemru, Balco, Kudmura and Korba. This
proposed elephant reserve do not have any protected area but there is an added advantage of having nearly 400-500
sq.km. area free from human settlement. The forests are characterized by high dense cover, perennial water sources and
moist riverine forest especially suitable for elephants. The proposed reserve is constituted through major forest areas of
district Korba having only 15-20 villages falling within 2-2.5 km radius around. The only unforeseen threat lying for this area
is in terms of mineral importance for coal and bauxite to which it is extremely rich.”

Subsequently, IGF & Director, Gol, MoEF, Project Elephant Division sent a letter dated 5th October 2007 to the Principal
Secretary (Forest), Government of Chhattisgarh, Raipur informing him of the Gol’s approval of the proposal to declare two
elephant reserves — consisting of the Badalkhol Manora Wildlife SanctuaryWLS (176.14 sq.km.) -TamorpinglaWLS (872.16
sg.km.) and Lemru (450 sg.km.). (Annex.6)

Herd of wild elephants in Dharamjaigarh forest in December 2013.

© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace
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Recommendations

biodiversity, corridors and habitat usage of the two coal fields,
especially for elephants, leopards sloth bears and tigers by a
committee comprising experts and institutions, which have a
credible record in the field and are also knowledgeable about the
local situation. The recommendations of this committee should be
binding on both state and central governments.

No further clearances for coal blocks in the dense forest areas of
0 2 Hasdeo-Arand and Mandraigarh should be granted.

0 1 There should be a comprehensive independent assessment of the

within these two coalfields must also be halted pending the
outcome of the assessment specified in (1) as elephants also use
agricultural and uncultivated lands as a part of their migratory route.

o 3 The clearance process for coal blocks that are in non-forest areas

The cluster development of coal blocks around Dharamjaigarh in
0 4 particular should not be allowed.

effort should be taken to manage human-elephant conflict using

0 5 The Lemru Elephant Reserve should be notified and a systematic
the Reserve.

‘o
&

> g - iy
Debi Mallick of Baisi, Dharamjaigarh is working in
her agriculture land. She might lose her land for
coal mining in.the near future.

© Subrata Biswas/Greenpeace
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, tion mmw%wmwmmnmm
oSl kil o Diseota, Project Elephant, MoEF, GOI to include three suitable areas
«um«mmnmmmmmmm
mmmmmmmmmm
Badalkhio! ~ Manora; Tamorpingla and Lemru located in forest divisions of Jashpur, North
Sarguja and Korba respectively. Against this background, the Directorate of Project Elephant,
MoEF, GOI has constituted an expert team consisting of Shri M.K.Appaya, Retd. PCCF
(WL), Kamataka/ Member Project Elephant Steering Commitiee; Dr.Sushant Chowdhury,
Scientist F/ Professor, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun and Shri A.N.Prasad, IGF &
Director, Project Elephant, MoEF, GOI to undertake the inspection of the sites and submit
their recommendations / report for necessary comsideration of MoEF on the matter
whmmmwmﬁmwmmmm
following itinerary:

22.03.2007 mwmwwwmnmmm
mmm).cl-dma,m. Jashpur and Superintendent

" Meeling with mm:ﬂuﬁdﬂmd
Jashpur. Visit mﬂMMMM
10 Korba via w Discussions with DFO,
Dhabinid

Visit to mmmmmmmmn
Wmma.%wmmm
from Korba to Raipur.

25032007  Meeting & discussions with PCCF (General), Additional PCCF (WL) and
other senior officials of state hq and concemed CFs and DFOs of elephant
ranging circles and divisions.

The inspection report of the committee is as below:
: ‘f

Raipur

<
No.WL/MGMT/2007/1895 dated 7.9.2007. : \T/“g 6‘5
. o

lwhunhmm-mdm”m“&m“ﬁmﬁ
ubject, the undersigned is directed to convey the consent of the Government of India
o the proposal for declaration of two Elephant Reserve — first consisting of by
ombining the proposed Badalkhol Manora ( 176.14 sq kmt) and Tamorpingia
872.16 sq kmt) and the second Lemru ( 450 sq kmt) respectively without any
manemlinplac-ﬁnhdlgtinumw“ A copy of the State
sovernment notification for the two Elephant Reserves may kindly be sent to the

Mmstryatthamm«hrqnwmﬁ-hmmmmn for this
lephant reserve.

Yours faithfully,

3T~ | I
15° _ IGF &g)irector(PE;

‘opy to:

1. Principal Chief Conservator of F Govt. of f
e orests, Wuﬁgni, Raipur for

2. The Chief wm Warden, Chhatisgarh, Raipur for information.
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Raipur 452001
Phone :0771 401 3520 / 653 2092
Fax: 0771 409 3206
Website: www ciin
CHAIRMAN

05/02/2008 5 :
Ry — ®Rar 79 wvew g
The Divisional Forest Officer e ' ; 7 Bl ﬁﬁli BT IR | |
Department of Forest ! U — ST 9T BHG 1357, UG f% 22—06—;
Gowt. of Chhattisgarh, Ay , ) e MR, i 22-06-2000.
Dist. Korba (CG) o
1»93,‘ L

Dear Sir,
v
Coal D its in relation to pro E an

With reference to above, we would like to draw your kind attention on proposed Elephant Sanctuary in
Korba District. The location of the proposed Elephant Sanctuary has been studied in relation to the
existing and proposed Captive Coal Mining Blocks and Coal bearing areas in and around the proposed
Elephant Sanctuary. The details of Coal Blocks and Coal Bearing areas and the proposed Elephant
Sanctuary has been brought on a common map which indicates that the proposed sanctuary is in the

brought to your kind notice and consideration.

! S T umd o 2 o forg i
Coal bearing area which is established by GSI,MEC and CMPDIL I this connection, following facts ar7/' s £ fore Wt o AvseRE® grr aw WO wEe

e Rl T4 B A 9 1 Ave B W ot

1. The Area in and around the proposed Sanctuary has been established to be Coal bearing by -z - faofa m T € fr e & W IR} / W b
Geological mapping and driling by Geological Survey of India, CMPDIL and MECL. Initially B B TG, T G &5 B el Rerd sy aprEr |
Geological Survey of India carried out Geological mapping on regional basis and large coal bearing y £ 5 YR H m H fawr & Taf & ST & ‘Tlﬁﬁ 5 W :
area was established which extends over an area of about 500 sq.km. Subsequently, MECL carried e e &k i Nl T & ) arRea/ wel Retd /emer
out promotional drilling under the specific Programme funded by MOC, Govt. of India to establish . : L } 3 0w

potential coal blocks. This exploration was carried out from 2001 to 2003 and about 13000 Milion - S - ‘ ) ' ; i e '
Tannes of coal deposit was established. i

Based on the above exploration, Captive Coal Blocks were identified by CMPDIL and few of them have . ' - ] . 5 VOO0 WA, a9 fammr L
already been allocated to private parties for Steel making & Power generation. o gmo:auas / les /o /<fem, @/ 2009 AR A8 /07 /2009 ‘\
8 2 ‘,

!

1/ 5 o W, (7 wde), Drafer e g a9 e, SRS, T B -
y . T TA GG 9 968/ WP/ 277 /1283, RS 662009 @ Wl ¥ |
Four Captive Coal Blocks namely Nakia. Syang, Fatehpur and Fatehpur  East, which have - W m . T
already been allotted to private paries for Captive Mining, fall fully or partially within 10 kms '\}r / b mﬁ‘iﬁlﬁ :

' - .
, PRET T AVSE, PIRaT B SR G o -
radius of the proposed Sanctuary. o : .,

Details of blocks so far identified are as under -

Three more Captive Coal Blocks namely Rajgamar dip side, Rajgamar dip side (Devnara) and

‘ Lotterta §
Kesla North fall in the zone of influenced of proposed Sanctuary These Coal blocks are in the "'"“'.""’““‘“‘“
process of allotment.
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Forest area around Dharamjéigarh.
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