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CARVING UP THE CONGO

It is time for the World Bank to lay aside the

industrial logging model of development and

support an alternative vision.

Today, the intact rainforest of the DRC needs

to be valued and conserved in the interests of

both the Congolese people and the global

environment. These interests are incompatible

with industrial logging: logging brings roads

that open up – and thereby degrade – intact

forest, a destruction to which anyone with

access to Google Earth can bear witness. 

Preserving the rainforest means ensuring that

enforcement measures are brought to bear

against those companies and individuals who

undermine the rule of law in the DRC.

International aid to the DRC must be

conditional on the meeting of a range of good

governance principles to ensure the money is

spent well – one such precondition being the

rigorous implementation of the legal review of

existing logging titles. Those logging

companies that flout the law in the DRC must

not be allowed to profit. 

The World Bank strategy of using the logging

sector to help kick-start development in the

DRC by raising state revenues may seem

logical on paper. However, the flaw in its logic

is the misguided belief that, given the level of

corruption in the country and with basic law

enforcement crippled by a total lack of

institutional capacity, logging money will

nonetheless be efficiently channelled towards

rebuilding the nation, alleviating poverty and

promoting environmental responsibility.

As this report shows, the key measures

proposed by the World Bank reform – the

moratorium, the legal review and the land use

planning foreseen in the Forestry Code – are

either not being enforced or have not even

been implemented. This means that these

measures have been unable to stop loggers

colluding with and reinforcing the corrupt

practices that have characterised governance

of the sector to date; consequently, they have

failed to protect the rainforest and support

genuine development.458

‘From the international

community’s viewpoint, the

return of peace in the DRC

can be perceived as a unique

opportunity to take a fresh

look at the second-largest

block of rainforest in the

world, to avoid the replication

of unsuccessful models, and

to develop new models that

give more emphasis to the

environment and to forest

dwellers. From the

Government’s viewpoint,

forests present an

opportunity to restore the

country’s international image

by protecting the global

environment, and to improve

local livelihoods and

consolidate peace. These two

viewpoints seem to be

compatible and to a large

extent converging. However,

acting on them will require

breaking new ground in policy

making and financial systems,

and will involve a large set of

political and economic actors

… A high-level international

debate is needed to bring this

vision into reality. Available

options needs to be put

squarely on the table, and

new ones developed.’459

World Bank et al
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In fact, logging money actually serves to

undermine the common good. As one

respected social scientist notes: ‘It is common

knowledge that the revenues earned in the

logging sector were shared directly by political

elites and the loggers themselves with little

concern for local populations or the

environment.’461

This situation inevitably puts the interests of

those profiting from the logging (both the

logging companies themselves and corrupt

elements within government – who are also of

course responsible for implementing and

enforcing reforms) in serious conflict with the

interest of other stakeholders in the fate of the

DRC’s rainforest (its wildlife, forest dwelling

communities, and the world as a whole in the

context of climate change). 

The World Bank’s strategy and the order in

which its reforms are being implemented is

having a range of negative impacts on forest-

dwelling communities:

s the fiscal revenues from forest area taxes

that should accrue to communities ‘remain

more imaginary than real’462 leaving them

bereft of government investment for vital

infrastructure

s access to vital forest resources is diminished 

s community consultation practices and social

responsibility contracts, supposedly intended

to improve the lot of forest communities

through the direct agency of logging

companies, in fact further institutionalise

inequality and social marginalisation

Without implementation and enforcement, the

billions of dollars of international funding linked

to the adoption of the World Bank’s reforms,

though destined for poverty alleviation, will

serve little purpose but to perpetuate the

DRC’s networks of corruption.

Punitive action must be taken against those

who undermine efforts to bring natural

resource extraction under the rule of law. Only

in this way, by starving corrupt networks of

their financial lifeblood, can proper governance

start to be established.

‘[Global Witness recommends

the World Bank] suspend and

review all Bank funded …

sector reform initiatives that

give industrial-scale logging a

competitive advantage over

other forms of forest use.’460

Global Witness letter to the

World Bank 
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New government, new vision … or business
as usual?
Now is a pivotal time for the DRC: the coming

months and years will show whether the newly

elected Government has the political will to

reform. At the same time, there can be no

further excuse on the part of the World Bank

and international donor governments to delay

using their leverage to help combat corruption.

Good governance and land use planning that

involves all stakeholders must precede any

industrial development. A wide range of

stakeholders – from forest-dwelling

communities to the wider world impacted by

the growing instability of the global climate –

all have an interest in the fate of the DRC’s

rainforests. While climate protection and the

safeguarding of community interests

potentially share a long-term agenda, logging

interests inevitably conflict with these. 

Good governance relies not only on stifling

corruption, but also on educating and

empowering local communities – only then can

their participation in land use planning be

informed and decisive.463 Although this will

inevitably be a long-term process, it is also a

necessary precondition to genuine

development. The fact that it takes time

should not be used as an excuse in the

meantime to give the private sector a free

hand to extract natural resources in a way

which pre-empts future options.

The road to genuine development starts with a

comprehensive moratorium on the expansion

of industrial logging, to be maintained until a

comprehensive social and environmental land

use planning has been conducted and basic

governance established. A moratorium will buy

time to get the processes of equitable

economic development and large-scale

conservation right, and to establish effective

systems of control to ensure that the

extractive industries do not in future ride

roughshod over the wider interests of the

people and environment. Donors should use

this unique opportunity to support an

alternative ‘pro-poor’ vision with focus on

forest community benefits and values and

global environmental services.

WHO NEEDS TO DO WHAT
The international community, which has the

power and resources to lead change in the

DRC, must not permit the DRC to repeat the

dismal recent history of other Central African

countries, where reliance on the short-term

economics of extractive export industries has

exacerbated political corruption and poverty.

Indeed, it should recognise that the industrial

logging model of development does not work

in a context of poor governance and does not

generate the desired economic, social and

environmental benefits.

Punitive action must be taken against those

companies and individuals who undermine the

rule of law in the DRC. International aid to the

DRC must be conditional on the meeting of a

range of good governance principles to ensure

the money is spent well – one such

precondition being the rigorous

implementation and enforcement of the legal

review of existing logging titles.

The international community must also

support a new vision for sustainable

development and environmental protection by

ensuring that fully participative regional land

use plans are developed and implemented prior

to any expansion in industrial logging.

Rich nations must together develop a

permanent financing regime that maintains the

environmental services provided by the DRC’s

intact rainforests. They must also support

environmentally responsible and socially just

development based on community-level

initiatives, and take much more stringent steps

to close the international market to illegal and

conflict timber.

The international community must support the

development of an international innovative

financing mechanism that will provide the

necessary funding for the long-term

conservation of forests, to ensure that the

safeguarding of intact forests is made much

more economically attractive than their

systemic industrial exploitation or clearing for

agricultural conversion.

‘[A]chieve by 2010 a

significant reduction of the

current rate of biodiversity

loss at the global, regional

and national level as a

contribution to poverty

alleviation and to the benefit

of all life on earth’464

Convention on Biological

Diversity 2010 Biodiversity

Target
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The DRC Government, with the assistance
of the international community, must put

the fight against corruption and the promotion

of transparency and accountability at the heart

of all government policy. 

This must include extending the moratorium

on new forest titles until after the

development of a fully participatory national

land use plan based on the principle of prior

informed consent which should ensure the

protection of the majority of the DRC’s intact

forest. Also critical is rigorous implementation

of the legal review, to rule out all illegal titles.

As a signatory to the Convention on Biological

Diversity, the Government of the DRC must

fast track the implementation of its

international commitments to ‘achieve by 2010

a significant reduction of the current rate of

biodiversity loss at the global, regional and

national level as a contribution to poverty

alleviation and to the benefit of all life on earth’.

The commitments include establishing a global

network of forest protected areas based on

‘any large, intact or relatively unfragmented or

highly irreplaceable natural areas, or areas under

high threat.467 (see Appendix 1 for an

overview of the relevant commitments).

As part of the implementation of these

commitments, national strategies should be

‘developed to provide interim measures to

protect highly threatened or highly valued

areas wherever this is necessary’.  

TIME FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
DONOR COMMUNITY AND THE
WORLD BANK TO ACT: THE STEPS
THAT MUST BE TAKEN
CRACK DOWN ON CORRUPTION AND STOP
THE PLUNDER
Prevent expansion of industrial logging until
comprehensive social and environmental land
use planning has been conducted and basic
governance established

What do the DRC Government and the world
bank need to do?

sMaintain and enforce the May 2002 logging

moratorium, which prohibits the awarding of

new titles and the extension and renewal of

old ones.

sCancel all illegally awarded and non-

compliant titles, including those in breach of

the moratorium or the Forestry Code.

s Impose moratorium on the expansion of

existing or planned logging operations and

infrastructure within intact forest landscapes

and other key identified conservation areas.

What does the timber trade need to do?

sStop buying timber and timber products

from logging companies in the DRC which

are in breach of the moratorium or the

Forestry Code.

sStop buying timber and timber products

from logging companies operating inside

intact forest landscapes and other key

identified conservation areas.

‘The UK certainly will support

the maintenance of the

moratorium until the [legal]

review is completed and a

participatory zoning plan put

in place.’465

Sharon Harvey, Africa

Division, UK Department for

International Development

‘Donors cannot go to their

parliaments, to their

taxpayers, and say that we

want to support nations with

millions of dollars in aid when

these very nations are losing,

through poor forest

management and

governance, billions.’466

Odin Knudsen, Senior Advisor,

Sustainable Development,

World Bank
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START THE SOLUTION
Initiate land use planning 
and overhaul of governance

What do the DRC Government and the
international donor community need to do?

Establish and implement an eco-regional

conservation and land use planning process for

the whole of the DRC’s forest, beginning with

areas identified as intact forest landscapes and

other key identified conservation areas. The

process should involve all stakeholders and:

sexpand the network of forest protected

areas to encompass ‘areas in any large,

intact or relatively unfragmented or highly

irreplaceable natural areas, or areas under

high threat’, in line with CBD commitments

made in 2002.468

sensure that decisions are taken with the prior

informed consent of indigenous peoples and

other forest dependent communities, in line

with the DRC Forestry Code and CBD

commitments made in 2002.469

Create governmental infrastructure and

capacity to implement the Forestry Code,

bring the forestry sector under the rule of law

and manage the network of protected areas, in

line with CBD commitments made in 2002.470

Develop viable policies and funding
mechanisms to ensure an environmentally
responsible and socially just future for 
the rainforest

What do the World Bank and international
donors need to do?

sMake financial aid conditional upon specific

standards of good governance.

sActively support and expedite the

establishment of a permanent financing

regime for forest conservation at the

international level, in line with CBD

commitments made in 2002,471 both for the

sake of biodiversity conservation and for

climate protection.

s In the absence of such a mechanism in the

interim, prioritise funding to ensure that the

necessary financial, technical and human

resources are made available to the DRC

authorities to ensure critical short-term

measures are adequately resourced. 

These measures include:

1. restoring management in existing

protected areas, and protecting large areas

of intact forest landscapes

2. supporting genuine local development

and alternatives to industrial logging
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District, Province

Befale, Equateur  
Befale, Equateur  
Djolu, Equateur  
Befale, Equateur  

Lukula, Bas-Congo  
Djolu, Equateur  
Befale, Equateur  

Basankusu, Equateur  
Ubundu, Orientale  
Inongo, Bandundu  
Inongo, Bandundu  
Isangi, Orientale  
Isangi, Orientale  

Lubefu, Kasaï oriental  
Bolomba, Equateur  
Libenge, Equateur  
Libenge, Equateur  

Lisala, Equateur  
Bolomba, Equateur  
Bolomba, Equateur  
Ingende, Equateur  
Oshwe, Bandundu  

Basankusu, Equateur  
Bafwasende & Banalia, Orientale  

Befale, Orientale  
Bumba, Equateur  

Bongandanga, Equateur  
Bolobo, Bandundu  

Bongandanga, Equateur  
Bongandanga & Djolu, Equateur  

Bumba, Equateur  
Aketi, Orientale  

Basoko, Orientale  
Basoko & Aketi, Orientale  
Basoko & Aketi, Orientale  

Ingende, Equateur  
Mambasa, Orientale  
Mambasa, Orientale  

Bumba, Equateur  
Boende, Equateur  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Bolomba, Equateur  
Ingende, Equateur  
Bagata, Bandundu  
Ubundu, Orientale  
Befale, Equateur  

Bokungu, Equateur  
Ingende & Bikoro, Equateur  

Basoko, Orientale  
Bikoro, Equateur  

Oshwe, Bandundu  
Ubundu, Orientale  

Kutu & Inongo, Bandundu  
Banalia, Orientale  
Banalia, Orientale  

Bafwasende, Orientale  
Bikoro, Equateur  
Ikela, Equateur  

Boende, Equateur  
Ubundu, Orientale  

Basankusu, Equateur  
Isangi & Opala, Orientale  

Mushie, Bandundu  
Demba, Kasaï occidental

Muanda, Bas-Congo  
Muanda, Bas-Congo  
Bolomba, Equateur  

Kwamouth, Bandundu  
Befale & Boended, Equateur  
Befale & Boended, Equateur  

Oshwe, Bandundu  
Ingende, Equateur  
Ingende, Equateur  

Ilebe, Kasaï occidental
Bomongo & Kungu, Equateur  

Bolomba, Equateur  

No. in

Legal

Review

Contract Holder Area

(hectares)

Capital Reference

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
85
86
12
13
14
15
16
22
23
24
25
26
153
154
155
109
108
112
113
111
110
114
115
116
27
28
29
30
31
32
81
42
43
44
45
46
48
49
50
47
51
55
52
53
54
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
69
68
70
71
72
73
17
18

AMBASSADEUR NKEMA LILOO  
AMBASSADEUR NKEMA LILOO  
AMBASSADEUR NKEMA LILOO  
AMBASSADEUR NKEMA LILOO  
APC/TEMVO  
BALU FUTI MALILA  
BALU FUTI MALILA  
BBC  
BEGO CONGO  
BIMPE AGRO  
BIMPE AGRO  
Blattner Group - SAFBOIS
Blattner Group - SAFBOIS
BOIS KASAÏ  
BOKANGA  
CFBC  
CFBC  
CFE  
COCAF SPRL
COCAF SPRL
COCAF SPRL
COMPAGNIE DES BOIS  
CONCEKA  
Congo Futur - TRANS-M
Congo Futur - TRANS-M
Congo Futur - TRANS-M
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K2)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K3)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K7)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K7)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K8)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K8)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K9)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K9)
Danzer Group - SIFORCO (K9)
ECODECO  
ENRA
ENRA  
ERCO SPRL  
ETS GRAND-JO  
ETS SENGE SENGE  
Forestale Veneta - PIW
GROUPE LA SEMENCE  
ICHWA
IKOMBELE SPRL
IKUMBELINGA
INTERBUS CONGO SPRL
ITB SPRL
ITB SPRL
ITB SPRL
ITB SPRL
KTC  
LA FORESTIÈRE DU LAC (ex Mputu Kanga)
LA FORESTIÈRE  
LA FORESTIÈRE  
LA FORESTIÈRE  
LEDYA SPRL
LEDYA SPRL
LUGERERO ZAWADI  
LUGERERO ZAWADI  
LUMOO EMILE  
LUMOO EMILE  
MAISON NBK SERVICE  
MAISON NBK SERVICE  
MALIBA
MALIBA
MEGA BOIS  
MILLETIA SPRL  
MOF CONGO  
MOF CONGO  
MOJOB  
MOTEMA  SPRL
MOTEMA  SPRL
MWANA MBUJI TRADING  
NordSudTimber - CFT
NordSudTimber - CFT

240,000   
185,000   
95,000   
73,280   
25,664   
44,096   

230,000   
133,854   
63,250   
198,400   
76,250   

250,000   
84,700   

254,400   
107,000   
208,000   
150,000   
127,300   
195,000   
250,000   
30,300   

120,000   
137,408   
250,000   
250,000   
246,000   
292,486   
160,000   
249,050   
181,980   
230,340   
293,000   
114,180   
192,950
213,740   
46,400
52,192   
28,800

131,264   
250,000   
228,800   
63,000   
205,072
100,500
60,000

185,000
250,000
214,700
224,140
80,064   

147,000
43,700
179,300   
151,800   
140,224
84,740

123,000
250,000
264,000
242,000
222,336
230,000   
64,464   
72,600   
5,278

23,744   
121,216   
75,465   
100,000   
98,400
53,120

250,000   
250,000   
78,262   

250,000   
70,000   

DRC
DRC
DRC
DRC

Belgium/USA
Belgium/USA

Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

Belgium
Belgium

Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon

Portugal
Portugal

GA 028/94 
GA 029/94 
GA 030/94 
GA 031/94 
GA 007/87 
LI 048/04 

GA 039/94 
GA 038/04 
GA 021/05 
GA 014/84 
GA 0114/00 
GA 091/03 
GA 034/04 
LI 028/97 
LI 089/03 
LI 013/05 
LI 053/05 

GA 032/96 
GA 050/05 
GA 051/05 
GA 052/05 
GA 018/95 
LI 004/94 
GA 033/05 
GA 034/05 
GA 035/05 
GA 007/95 
GA 018/00 
GA 026/04 
GA 027/04 
GA 025/04 
GA 002/89 
GA 028/04 
GA 029/04
GA 030/04 
GA 027/05 
GA 006/92 
GA 020/05 
GA 056/05 
LI 025/97 
GA 003/01 
GA 022/05 
LI 141/03

GA 055/05
LI 002/81

GA 037/94 
GA 043/05
GA 001/04
GA 002/05
GA 030/05 
GA 002/01 
GA 037/04 
GA 024/05 
GA 002/92 
GA 003/92 
GA 002/93 
GA 044/05
GA 045/05
GA 015/05 
GA 018/05 
GA 016/05 
GA 019/05 
GA 041/05 
GA 042/05 
GA 101/87 
GA 001/91 
GA 088/03 
LI 017/05 
LI 047/04

GA 035/94 
LI 090/03 
LI 036/03 
LI 037/03 

GA 005/91 
GA 012/03 
GA 013/03 
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Identified 

Conservation 

Landscapes

Important

carbon

reserves

Forest

dependent

communities

Pygmy

communities

CITES

Afrormosia

Landscape

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

ICCN Tshuapa- Lomami-Lualaba
CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba
CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

ICCN Tshuapa- Lomami-Lualaba ?
CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

ICCN Tshuapa-Lomami-Lualaba ?
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

ICCN Tshuapa-Lomami-Lualaba ?

CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba
CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba
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Intact 

Forest

Landscapes

◊
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◊
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◊

◊
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?
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◊

◊

Date, if signed 

after May 2002

moratorium

20/12/04

07/07/04
21/04/05

03/06/03
29/06/04

31/03/03
11/03/05
04/10/05

26/09/05
26/09/05
26/09/05

12/07/05
12/07/05
12/07/05

01/06/04
01/06/04
01/06/04

01/06/04
01/06/04
01/06/04
04/05/05

19/04/05
10/10/05

21/04/05
10/10/03
10/10/05

24/08/05
18/01/05
18/01/05
16/05/05

02/07/04
27/04/05

16/09/05
16/09/05
14/03/05
12/04/05
14/03/05
12/04/05
22/08/05
22/08/05

31/05/03
28/03/05
20/12/04

26/05/03
26/03/03
26/03/03

25/03/03
25/03/03
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Lisala, Equateur  
Yahuma & Isangi, Orientale

Ubundu, Orientale  
Boende, Equateur  

Yahuma & Isangi, Orientale  
Basoko, Orientale  

Muanda, Bas-Congo  
Tshela & Lukula, Bas-Congo  

Seke Banza, Bas-Congo  
Lukula & Seke-banza, Bas-Congo  

Luozi, Bas-Congo  
Tshela & Seke-banza, Bas-Congo  

Ubundu, Orientale  
Kutu, Bandundu  

Basako, Orientale  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  

Lisala, Equateur  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Bumba, Equateur  

Lukolela & Inongo, Equateur/Bandundu
Bikoro, Equateur  

Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Inongo, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Opala, Orientale  

Basoko, Orientale  
Lukolela, Equateur  

Befale & Boende, Equateur  
Bolomba, Equateur  

Businga & Lisala, Equateur  
Monkoto, Equateur  
Ingende, Equateur  

Bongandanga, Equateur  
Bolobo, Bandundu  
Ubundu, Orientale  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Inongo, Bandundu  
Basoko, Orientale  
Oshwe, Bandundu  

Kwamouth, Bandundu  
Seke-Banza, Bas-Congo  
Bongandanga, Equateur  

Boma & Lukula, Bas Congo  
Boma, Bas Congo  

Lukolela & Bikoro, Equateur  
Lukula & Muanda, Bas-Congo  

Tshela, Bas-Congo  
Lukula & Seke Banza, Bas Congo  

Bongandanga, Equateur  
Yahuma, Orientale  
Yahuma, Orientale  

Ingende & Bolomba, Equateur  
Bolomba, Equateur  

Kutu, Bandundu  
Ilebo & Mweka, Kasaï occidental

Lisala, Equateur  
Lisala, Equateur  
Lisala, Equateur  
Kungu, Equateur  

Tshela, Bas Congo  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Ingende, Equateur  
Bolomba, Equateur  
Ingende, Equateur  
Oshwe, Bandundu  
Inongo, Bandundu  
Mushie, Bandundu  

Kiri, Bandundu  
Tshela & Seke Banza, Bas-Congo  

Djolu, Equateur  
Befale, Equateur  

Bolomba, Equateur  
Kwamouth, Bandundu  

Libenge, Equateur 

19
20
21
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
83
84
82
87
88
89
90
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
104
106
107
105
118
119
120
121
124
125
142
150
151
91
92
103
122
123
117
152
156

NordSudTimber - CFT
NordSudTimber - CFT
NordSudTimber - CFT
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - FORABOLA
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SODEFOR
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NordSudTimber - SOFORMA
NOUVELLE STÉ DE BOIS YANG SHUSHAN  
NTEEKO SPRL  
OLAM CONGO  
OLAM CONGO  
OLAM CONGO  
ONATRA  
PRIMEX - PARCAFRIQUE  
RÉSERVE STRATÉGIQUE GENERALE
RÉSERVE STRATÉGIQUE GENERALE
RIBA CONGO  
SAFECO  
SAFO  
SAICO CONGO  
SAICO CONGO  
SCIBOIS  
SCIERIE MBANDA  
SCIERIE MBANDA  
SCIERIE MBANDA  
SEDAF SPRL  
SEDAF SPRL  
SEDAF SPRL  
SEFOCO  
SEFOCO  
SEFOR  
SICA SPRL  
SICOBOIS  
SICOBOIS  
SICOBOIS  
SOBAC  
SOCEMA  
SOCIBEX  
SOCIBEX  
SOCONEG  
SODAIKEL  
SOEXFORCO  
SOKAMO  
SOMI CONGO  
STÉ AFRICAINE DE NÉGOCE (SAN)  
STÉ AFRICAINE DE NÉGOCE (SAN)  
STÉ FORESTIERE DU CONGO (SFC)  
STÉ LONGELE NOUVELLE (SOCOLO)  
STÉ LONGELE NOUVELLE (SOCOLO)  
STÉ MULTICOMMERCIALE (SMC)  
TALA TINA  
ZONGO BOIS  

100,000   
200,000   
79,300   
190,700   
205,000   
250,000   
14,644   
19,264   
24,576   
30,336   
41,500   
62,232   
190,000   
38,000   
181,000   
83,600   
130,000   
170,000   
46,000   
168,000   
160,350   
86,000   
130,000   
148,000   
220,000   
107,500   
113,900   
157,000   
200,000   
200,000   
96,000   
175,000   
60,000   
150,000   
115,000   
188,672   
80,000   
54,400   
75,900   
175,400   
74,023   

235,432   
203,850   
218,128   
48,256   
73,088   

242,952   
28,928   
20,224   

229,400   
36,160   
21,312   
13,092   

200,533   
219,200   
248,300   
224,000   
189,738   
160,000   
78,830   
109,320   
158,130   
127,300   
237,800   
62,128   

127,000   
240,000   
81,000   
121,216   
229,476   
175,400   
235,425   
140,000   
146,560   
39,360   

199,650   
127,500   
102,000   
28,500   

147,328

Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal

India-Singapore
India-Singapore
India-Singapore

Italy

France

Belgium
Belgium
Belgium

GA 014/03 
GA 015/03
GA 036/04 
GA 009/03 
GA 010/03 
GA 011/03 
GA 004/05 
GA 005/05 
GA 006/05 
GA 007/05 
GA 008/05 
GA 009/05 
GA 018/03 
GA 019/03 
GA 020/03 
GA 021/03 
GA 022/03 
GA 023/03 
GA 024/03 
GA 025/03 
GA 026/03 
GA 027/03 
GA 028/03 
GA 029/03 
GA 030/03 
GA 031/03 
GA 032/03 
GA 064/00 
GA 002/03 
GA 003/03 
GA 005/03 
GA 006/03 
GA 007/03 
GA 008/03 
GA 033/03 
GA 046/05 
GA 054/05 
GA 047/05 
GA 048/05 
GA 049/05 
GA 004/91 
GA 014/05 
LI 031/05 
LI 032/05 

GA 046/04 
GA 017/87 
GA 001/95 
GA 0103/87 
GA 0104/87 
GA 093/03 
GA 085/87 
GA 005/95 
GA 008/00 
GA 002/98 
GA 003/98 
GA 001/98 
GA 008/93 
GA 028/98 
LI 095/03 
LI 024/02 

GA 032/04 
GA 033/04 
GA 042/04 
LI 023/05 
GA 012/00 
LI 027/02 
LI 028/02 

GA 008/91 
GA 023

GA 045/04 
LI 008bis/02 
GA 034/97 
GA 039/05 
GA 040/05 
GA 046/05 
GA 032/94 
GA 033/94 
GA 047/05 
LI 003/04 
LI 010/05

District, ProvinceNo. in

Legal

Review

Contract Holder Area

(hectares)

Capital Reference

APPENDIX: ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES RELATING TO THE LOGGING CONTRACTS UP FOR LEGAL REVIEW
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CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
ICCN Tshuapa- Lomami-Lualaba

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru
CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru
CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba
CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru
ICCN Tshuapa- Lomami-Lualaba

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

ICCN Tshuapa-Lomami-Lualaba ?

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru
CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba

CBFP Salonga-Lukenie-Sankuru

CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
CBFP Maringa-Lopori-Wamba
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CBFP Lake Tele-Lake Tumba
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25/03/03
25/03/03
07/07/04
25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
21/01/05
21/01/05
21/01/05
21/01/05
21/01/05
21/01/05
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03
04/04/03

25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
25/03/03
20/09/05
10/10/05
22/09/05
22/09/05
22/09/05

14/03/05
01/07/05
01/07/05
26/11/04

03/06/03

12/07/03
26/06/02
25/06/04
25/06/04
10/09/04
28/04/05

24/12/02
24/12/02

23/11/04

20/08/05
20/08/05
20/09/05

20/09/05
18/01/05
12/02/05

Identified 

Conservation 

Landscapes

Important

carbon

reserves

Forest

dependent

communities

Pygmy

communities

CITES

Afrormosia

Landscape

Intact 

Forest

Landscapes

Date, if signed 

after May 2002

moratorium
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373. Confidential May 2006 report on

Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

374. Kiboko (2007)
375. Danzer Group (2006)
376. Confidential May 2006 report on

Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

377. ARD (2003)
378. Confidential May 2006 report on

Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

379. Confidential May 2006 report on
Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

380. Confidential May 2006 report on
Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

381. Confidential May 2006 report on
Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

382. Greenpeace investigations, 2006–07
383. Debroux et al. (2007) 13
384. Debroux et al. (2007) 15
385. BBC (2007b)
386. Debroux et al. (2007) 15
387. According to UNFP, the DRC human

population could grow from around 50
million people in 2000 to something like
200 million people in 2050 (World Bank
(2005a) 66). This implies a strong need

for land use planning and establishment
of protected areas before it is no longer
possible.

388. World Bank (2006e) 126 
389. Debroux et al. (2007) 26; see also

World Bank (2004b)
390. Greenpeace (2007)
391. ICCN (2003); World Bank (2006e) 
392. Logging titles up for legal review on the

periphery of the Lomami IFL: No. 9 (GA
021/05, Bego-Congo, 63,250 hectares,
Ubundu); No. 21 (GA 036/04, CFT,
79,300 hectares, Ubundu); No. 44 (LI
02/81, Ikombele Sprl, 60,000 hectares,
Ubundu); No. 51 (GA 037/04, KTC,
43,700 hectares, Ubundu); No. 59 (GA
018/05, Lugerero Zawadi, 242,000
hectares, Ubundu); No. 61 (GA 19/05,
Lumoo Emile, 230,000 hectares, Isangi-
Opala); No. 77 (GA 048/05, OLAM
Congo, 75,900 hectares, Ubundu); No.
85 (GA 091/03, Safbois, 250,000
hectares, Isangi); No. 86 (GA 034/04,
Safbois, 84,700 hectares, Isangi); No.
126 (GA 018/03, Sodefor, 190,000
hectares, Ubundu); No. 143 (GA 02/03,
Soforma, 200,000 hectares, Opala).
Source: Government of the DRC (2007)

393. Letter to villagers from Safbois, 28
February 2005 (copy held by
Greenpeace)

394. Mittermeier et al. (2002)
395. World Bank (2006e) 19
396. Embassy of the United States, Kinshasa

(2007); ARD (2003) 56; Custers (2005)
397. ARD (2003) 56
398. Confidential report D on logging and

zoning in Bikoro (2005) (copy held by
Greenpeace) 

399. Greenpeace investigations, October
2005; Custers (2005)

400. Greenpeace investigations, October
2005

401. Custers (2005)
402. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07;

letter to the Governor of Province
Orientale from the chiefs of the
communities of Bambelota, Baluola-
Mbila and Kombe, 28 February 2005,
concerning the fulfilment of a protocole
d’accord (copy held by Greenpeace)

403. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07;
letter to the Governor of Province
Orientale from the chiefs of the
communities of Bambelota, Baluola-
Mbila and Kombe, 28 February 2005,
concerning the fulfilment of a protocole
d’accord (copy held by Greenpeace)

404. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07;
letter to the Governor of Province
Orientale from the chiefs of the
communities of Bambelota, Baluola-
Mbila and Kombe, 28 February 2005,
concerning the fulfilment of a protocole
d’accord (copy held by Greenpeace)

405. Letter to the Governor of Province
Orientale from the chiefs of the
communities of Bambelota, Baluola-
Mbila and Kombe, 28 February 2005,
concerning the fulfilment of a protocole
d’accord (copy held by Greenpeace).

406. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07;
confidential report C documenting social
and environmental impacts of logging
operations in DRC (2007) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

407. Open letter to Safbois and Ondri
logging managers at Isangi from the
provincial deputies of Isangi, 5 March
2007 (copy held by Greenpeace)

408. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07
409. Greenpeace investigations, 2005–07
410. Justice et al. (2001)
411. Knudsen (2003)
412. Houghton (2005a)
413. Calculated from IPCC (2001) and FAO

(2005)
414. FAO (2005)
415. FAO (2005)
416. Houghton (2005a)
417. Gaston et al. (1998)
418. IPCC (2001); Gaston et al. (1998)
419. Houghton (2003); FRA (2005);

Houghton (2005b)
420. Houghton (2003); FRA (2005);

Houghton (2005b). Transport accounts
for 20% of fossil fuel emissions (IPCC
(2001))

421. WRI et al. (2005)
422. Avissar and Werth (2005)
423. For forestry, the IPCC only looks at

‘harvest’ (ie volume). National reporting
does not address emissions from
fragmentation (eg logging roads and
biomass loss around logging roads), but
includes only deforestation and
harvesting (for logging, firewood, etc).
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If the IPCC were to assess and monitor
the full carbon impacts of industrial
logging in Central Africa, its figures
would be substantially higher – see case
study on K7 in main document

424. Laurance (2005)
425. Houghton (2005a)
426. Gaston et al. (1998)
427. Bayol (2005)
428. Greenpeace (2007)
429. CBFP (2006)
430. ISIS (2007)
431. Biodiversity Support Program (1992);

Job (1994)
432. Baidya Roy et al. (2005)
433. Todd and Washington (2004)
434. Todd and Washington (2004)
435. Knudsen (2003)
436. Washington et al. (2004)
437. WRI (2007)
438. CBFP (2006)
439. Knudsen (2003)
440. Justice et al. (2001)
441. UK CO2 emissions for 1943–2003

were 34.9 billion tonnes (WRI (2007)
442. articles 72, 87, 96 and 199
443. Stern (2006) under www.hm-

treasury.gov.uk/media/8AC/F7/Executi
ve_Summary.pdf

444. Bayol (2005)
445. Confidential May 2006 report on

Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

446. Confidential May 2006 report on
Siforco (2006) (copy held by
Greenpeace)

447. Laurance et al. (1997)
448. Laurance et al. (1997)
449. Brown et al. (2005)
450. IFIA (2005)
451. Assuming a conversion factor of 2.31 –

calculated using the National Energy
Foundation’s CO2 calculator (National
Energy Foundation (2007))

452. Length of road network: 740,000m.
Average width of feeder logging roads:
50m. Area of log pond: 380ha.
Estimates from assessments of 2002
Landsat 7 ETM+ images (resolution 30m
in 1 pixel) of Siforco retrocession area
K7 (NASA/USGS (2002))

453. Gaston et al. (1998) Estimate
calculated using a shape file of the K7
retrocession installed into Google Earth
and adding up the total edge areas
created by feeder logging roads.

454. Based on studies of rainforest
fragments in central Amazonia where it
was found that areas experienced a
dramatic loss of above-ground biomass
that was not offset by recruitment of
new trees. Above ground dry biomass
carbon lost within 100m during first 10-
17 years after logging fragmentation.
Laurance et al. (1997)

455. Bayol (2005)
456. Brown et al. (2005)
457. Trefon (2006) 105
458. Debroux et al. (2007) xi
459. Letter to Dr. Arnoldo Contreras-

Hermosilla and Dr. Markku Simula,
Independent Review Team from Global
Witness, 30 June 2006 (copy held by
Greenpeace)

460. Trefon (2006) 105
461. Trefon (2006) 115
462. Trefon (2006) 106
463. CBD (2007)
464. CBD (2007)
465. Email to Greenpeace from Sharon

Harvey, Africa Division, DFID, 23
February 2007

466. Knudsen (2003)
467. CBD (2004): 1.1.2: ‘As a matter of

urgency, by 2006, take action to
establish or expand protected areas in
any large, intact or relatively
unfragmented or highly irreplaceable
natural areas, or areas under high
threat…’

468. CBD (2002), Programme Element 1,
Goal 3, Objective 3b: ‘Establish (in
accordance with Article 8(j)) with the
full participation and with respect for
the rights of indigenous and local
communities, and other relevant
stakeholders, comprehensive, adequate,
biologically and geographically
representative and effective networks
of protected areas.’

469. CBD (2002): para 30: ‘Urges Parties
and other governments to address the
effectiveness of forest and forest-
related laws and their enforcement and

implementation of policies and related
trade as a matter of urgency,
recognizing the negative impacts on
biodiversity in the absence of these
actions.’

470. CBD (2002): para 16: ‘Urges donors
and the international community to
contribute through financing and
technology transfer to country-
identified or regionally-identified
priorities for forest biodiversity, with an
understanding of the impact of scarce
resources on the effective
implementation of the objectives of the
Convention.’ 

471. CBFP (2006)
472. Government of the DRC (2006a)
473. Chirac (2007) 

LOGGING TITLE INFORMATION SOURCES
The logging title maps presented in this
report are based principally on data published
in the Congo Basin Forest Partnership’s 2006
report on the state of the Congo Basin’s
forests.471 They reflect the situation in the
DRC after 2002, following the cancellation
of 163 logging titles covering 25.5 million
hectares. However, the map published in the
CBFP report does not fully cover all logging
titles for which contracts were signed after
the May 2002 moratorium. Where more up-
to-date information has been available, it has
been incorporated into the maps.

The list of logging contracts in Appendix 1
(of which the table on p66 is a subset) is
based on the ‘Liste des lettres d'intention et
des garanties d'approvisionnement deposées
en requête de conversion’, published by the
DRC Ministry of Environment in April
2006.472 The following sources were used
to assess whether each title is located in an
area of especially high conservation value:

1. for intact forest landscapes – Greenpeace
(2007)

2. for important carbon reserves –
Greenpeace (2007)

3. for forest-dependent communities –
Ministère du Plan (2006)

4. for pygmy communities – Ministère du
Plan (2006)

5. for identified conservation landscapes –
CBFP (2006) and WCS (2006)

6. for CITES afrormosia landscape – Dickson
et al. (2005)
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‘Nature is sick. Species are dying out at an alarming

rate. We have proof that human activity is causing

these disorders. The day is fast approaching when

runaway climate change will spin out of control.

We have almost reached the point of no return. …

[C]limate change made it possible for the human

race to evolve from its cradle in Africa; and climate

change, racing ahead, could now spell its demise. …

Let us combine the fight against poverty and the

ecological revolution by rethinking the concept of a

common human heritage. Innovative financing,

such as an international carbon tax, would make it

possible to give developing countries which commit

to protecting the ecological treasures in their

custody – such as primary forests – the means to

do so; and would also enable them to gain

immediate access to clean technologies.’473

Jacques Chirac, President of France, 2007
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