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Greenpeace’s ancient forest cam
paign is dedicated to

protecting the w
orld’s rem

aining ancient forests and the
plants, anim

als and peoples that depend upon them
. 

W
e investigate and expose the trade in illegal and

destructively logged tim
ber. W

e support the rights of
forest peoples. W

e challenge governm
ents and industry

to end their role in ancient forest destruction. 
W

e prom
ote real alternatives such as products certified

by the Forest Stew
ardship Council (FSC), w

hich ensures
that tim

ber com
es from

 environm
entally and socially

responsible forest m
anagem

ent.

H
aw

k ow
l in her nest, Finland ©
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This guide provides practical guidance 
on how

 to ensure that the paper your
publishing house uses com

es from
environm

entally and socially responsible
sources. The guide falls into three
sections:

•
W

hat is the problem
? –

U
nveiling

research by G
reenpeace show

ing that
the U

K
 book publishing industry is

sourcing paper from
 som

e of the w
orld’s

last ancient forests and is unw
ittingly

contributing to their destruction. 

•
W

hat is the solution? –
S

how
casing

the w
ork of a num

ber of C
anadian

publishers that have developed ancient
forest friendly paper solutions. 

•
W

hat you can do –
P

roviding practical
guidance to ensure that the paper you
purchase com

es from
 environm

entally
and socially responsible sources, such
as those independently certified to the
Forest S

tew
ardship C

ouncil (FS
C

)
standards and/or recycled paper m

ade
from

 post-consum
er w

aste.

AT A GLAN
CE

A
 staggering 80%

 of w
orld’s original

ancient forests have been destroyed or
degraded. Today, m

any countries have lost
their entire original forest cover. M

uch of
w

hat rem
ains is under threat from

 illegal
and destructive logging. A

ncient forests
under threat include forests in C

anada,
Indonesia, Finland, R

ussia, B
razil and

C
entral and W

est A
frica. 

The publishing industry in the U
K

 
is a m

ajor paper user. R
esearch by

G
reenpeace reveals that a num

ber of the
largest book publishing houses in the U

K
are unw

ittingly purchasing paper from
 at

least tw
o of the w

orld’s ancient forest
areas – Finland and C

anada. 

P
rinting in S

outh E
ast A

sia is also com
m

on
practice for the book publishing industry.
P

aper sourcing from
 the region could be

causing rainforest destruction.

W
hilst m

ost publishers have environm
ental

policies in place, these have not been
strong enough to stop the procurem

ent of
paper containing fibre from

 ancient forest
destruction. N

ow
, leading U

K
 authors such

as C
harlotte B

ingham
, B

en E
lton, H

elen
Fielding, A

nne Fine, John K
ing, A

ndy
M

cN
ab, John O

'Farrell, M
aggie O

'Farrell,
P

hilip P
ullm

an, Ian R
ankin, JK

 R
ow

ling,
W

illiam
 S

utcliffe and P
enny V

incenzi have
agreed to w

ork w
ith G

reenpeace to ensure
that their next books are printed on ancient
forest friendly paper. A

s publishing houses
are responsible for procuring book paper,
w

e hope that you w
ill also join us to m

ake
sure that the paper you use does not
contribute to ancient forest destruction. 

G
reenpeace is calling on the publishing

industry to take action to phase out the
use of paper com

ing from
 the destruction

of ancient forests and to adopt
environm

entally and socially responsible
procurem

ent policies. The w
ay to achieve

this is to buy paper that contains recycled
and

/or FS
C

 fibres.

•
B

uy recycled paper
w

ith a high post-
consum

er w
aste content to help take

pressure off the w
orld’s ancient forests.

•
B

uy FS
C

 paper
to ensure that the fibre

com
es from

 forests that are w
ell

m
anaged to strong ecological and social

criteria.

H
OW

CAN
TH

IS
GU

IDE
H

ELP
YOU

?

S
outh E

ast A
sia ancient forest at daw

n ©
G

reenpeace/N
go

B
ritish C

olum
bia, C

anada 
©

M
cA

llister/G
reenpeace
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W
H

AT’S AT STAKE?
A

ncient forests are forests that have been
shaped largely by natural events and w

hich
are little im

pacted by hum
an activities.

They provide habitat for about tw
o-thirds of

the w
orld’s land-based species of plants

and anim
als. They are also hom

e to
thousands of forest dw

elling com
m

unities,
w

ho depend on them
 for their survival. Y

et
every 2 seconds, an area of ancient forest
the size of a football pitch is destroyed.

Forests purify the air w
e breathe, prevent

soil erosion, and reduce the risk of
landslides. They preserve w

atersheds and
im

prove the quality and quantity of

freshw
ater supplies. They also serve as a

vast carbon reservoir, helping to stabilise
the E

arth’s clim
ate.

Today, 80%
 of the w

orld’s original ancient
forests have been destroyed or degraded.
E

ach year, m
illions of hectares of ancient

forest are logged by the forest industry,
driven by the dem

and for tim
ber products

including paper.

H
OW

 IS TH
E BOOK IN

DU
STRY

FU
ELLIN

G AN
CIEN

T FOREST
DESTRU

CTION
?

‘G
lobal production in the pulp, paper and

publishing sector is expected to increase

by 77%
 from

 1995 to 2020.’ 1

O
E

C
D

, E
nvironm

ental O
utlook, 2001

In M
arch 2003, G

reenpeace w
rote to

thirteen publishing houses requesting
inform

ation about the sources of their paper
supply. 2The follow

ing response typifies the
problem

: ‘P
apers used are natural,

recyclable products m
ade from

 w
ood

grow
n in sustainable forests.’W

hilst alm
ost

all of the publishing houses claim
 that their

paper is from
 ‘sustainable’ forests, none can

back up these claim
s w

ith credible evidence.
In fact, research show

s that book publishers
are unw

ittingly fuelling the destruction of the
w

orld’s ancient forests through w
eak – or in

som
e cases non-existent – environm

ental
procurem

ent policies.

C
U

R
R

E
N

T PA
P

E
R

 P
R

O
C

U
R

E
M

E
N

T 
B

Y
 B

O
O

K
 P

U
B

LIS
H

E
R

S
The vast m

ajority of book paper used by
the fiction m

arket is m
anufactured using

virgin w
ood pulp rather than recycled

fibre. From
 the responses received by

G
reenpeace, it is evident that m

ost of
this virgin w

ood pulp is sourced from
S

candinavian forests in Finland and
N

orw
ay. Three com

panies m
anufacture

m
ost of this paper: S

tora E
nso and U

P
M

-
K

ym
m

ene in Finland, and N
orske S

kog in
N

orw
ay. O

ther m
ills know

n to be supplying
the U

K
 fiction book m

arket are located in
S

w
eden, C

anada, E
stonia, Latvia and Italy.

P
aper is sourced either directly by the

publisher or indirectly via paper m
erchants

such as P
aper M

anagem
ent S

ervices. 

G
reenpeace’s findings show

 that a num
ber

of the largest publishing houses are
unw

ittingly purchasing paper from
 at least

tw
o of the w

orld’s ancient forest areas –
Finland and C

anada. S
om

e are also
sourcing from

 R
ussia (via Finland),

w
here at least 50%

 of logging is
estim

ated to be illegal. 

A
 num

ber of publishers have also
confirm

ed that m
any children’s books are

printed in A
sia, on paper sourced by their

printers. N
o inform

ation has yet been
provided regarding countries of origin or
evidence of sustainability of the papers
supplied, w

hich could be linked to the
destruction of S

outh East A
sia’s rainforests.

O
nly one of the publishers questioned by

G
reenpeace is actively addressing the

issue of the environm
ental im

pacts of its
paper procurem

ent.

IS
N

’T P
LA

N
TATIO

N
 TIM

B
E

R
 O

K
?

U
nless plantations have been certified to

FS
C

 standards, there is no guarantee
that they are m

anaged in an
environm

entally and socially responsible
w

ay. In S
outh E

ast A
sia, for instance,

m
any plantations have been created by

clearing areas of ancient forests, and are
the cause of intense social conflict as
indigenous forest dw

elling peoples are
forced off their lands. W

hile sourcing
paper from

 E
uropean plantations rather

than from
 ancient forests is a step in the

right direction, they are often m
anaged

in an intensive, environm
entally

destructive m
anner. FS

C
 or recycled

paper should therefore be the goal for
everybody.

W
H

AT’S
TH

E
PROBLEM

?
AN

CIEN
T

FOREST
DESTRU

CTION

R
ainforest in C

layoquot S
ound, C

anada ©
Lehnacker/G

reenpeace
W

olverine in Finland’s boreal forest ©
Leinonen/G

reenpeace
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E
U

R
O

P
E

’S
 LA

S
T A

N
C

IE
N

T FO
R

E
S

TS
‘The effects of forest m

anagem
ent are 

the m
ost significant cause of the

endangerm
ent of species in Finland.’ 

Finnish M
inistry of E

nvironm
ent, 

O
ctober 2000

In E
urope alone, m

any countries have
destroyed all their ancient forests. The last
surviving fragm

ents are found in countries
such as Finland, N

orw
ay, S

w
eden and

E
uropean R

ussia. 3

Finland’s ancient forests account for just
5%

 of the country’s 20 m
illion hectares of

forestry land. These fragm
ented areas of

H
igh C

onservation Value Forest 4support
hundreds of im

portant species including
the endangered flying squirrel, the S

iberian
jay and the three-toed w

oodpecker, w
hose

num
bers have dram

atically declined in
recent years. M

any of them
 are also crucial

for the indigenous S
am

i people, w
ho

depend on the forests for their traditional
livelihood of reindeer herding. 

D
espite the ecological and cultural

im
portance of these forests, the Finnish

governm
ent has only designated half of

them
 for protection – just 2.5%

 of the
country’s forest area. W

hile the Finnish
E

nvironm
ent Institute, the U

niversity of
H

elsinki and even the Finnish M
inistry of

E
nvironm

ent agree that there is a need for
increased forest protection, the
governm

ent’s logging arm
, M

etsähallitus,
continues to clear-cut ancient forest areas,
in habitats of threatened species and in
areas of special cultural value.

In its public literature, M
etsähallitus m

akes
m

uch of the fact that the forests it logs
are certified under the Finnish Forest
C

ertification S
ystem

 (FFC
S

), w
hich it uses

to claim
 som

e degree of environm
ental

credibility. H
ow

ever, FFC
S

 – part of the
controversial P

an E
uropean Forest

C
ertification schem

e (P
E

FC
) – has w

eak
standards and is controlled by industry
stakeholders. R

esearch carried out by
G

reenpeace and the Finnish N
ature

League in 2001 exposed FFC
S

-certified
forestry operations logging in ancient

forest areas, ignoring the presence of
threatened species and posing a serious
threat to the econom

ic and cultural survival
of the S

am
i. The FFC

S
 has no support

from
 any m

ajor environm
ental organisation

in Finland. 5

R
ecent G

reenpeace investigations have
confirm

ed that tim
ber from

 unprotected
ancient forest areas has continued to 
enter the supply chain of three Finnish
international paper m

anufacturers during
2003: S

tora E
nso, U

P
M

-K
ym

m
ene and 

M
-R

eal. A
ncient forest tim

ber is know
n to

have been used in at least three S
tora

E
nso m

ills (at O
ulu, K

em
ijärvi and

Veitsiluoto), one U
P

M
-K

ym
m

ene m
ill (at

K
ajaani) and one M

 R
eal m

ill (at K
em

i).

S
tora E

nso and U
P

M
-K

ym
m

ene both
supply book paper to U

K
 publishing

houses. S
om

e publishing houses are
supplied w

ith book paper from
 U

P
M

-
K

ym
m

ene’s K
ajanni m

ill, w
hich is know

n to
source from

 ancient forest areas.

ILLE
G

A
L LO

G
G

IN
G

 IN
 

R
U

S
S

IA’S
 FO

R
E

S
TS

The problem
 of forest destruction does not

end at Finland’s borders. Finland is a m
ajor

im
porter of tim

ber from
 R

ussia, purchasing
m

ore than 11 m
illion cubic m

etres of
tim

ber each year – about 10%
 of the total

volum
e logged in R

ussia’s forests. 6A
t least

50%
 of tim

ber in R
ussia is logged illegally. 7

B
oth U

P
M

-K
ym

m
ene and S

tora E
nso

source a substantial volum
e of tim

ber
from

 R
ussia. W

hilst som
e attem

pts have
been m

ade to m
ove supply aw

ay from
ancient forests in R

ussia, concerns persist
regarding illegality and lack of independent
certification of supply. 

C
LE

A
R

-C
U

TTIN
G

 C
A

N
A

D
A’S

 
A

N
C

IE
N

T FO
R

E
S

TS
‘The w

orld’s boreal forest, a resource 
of w

hich C
anada is the m

ajor trustee, 
is under siege.’ 
R

eport of the C
anadian S

enate
S

ubcom
m

ittee on the B
oreal Forest, 1999

A
t least one U

K
 book publisher continues

to source from
 C

anada’s ancient boreal
forests. These forests contain a unique
m

ixture of coniferous and broad-leaf trees
including jack pine, balsam

 fir, birch and
poplar. The region is hom

e to w
oodland

caribou, w
olf, beaver, m

oose and black
bear, and a diversity of birds. 

C
anada’s boreal forests are being clear-

cut, largely driven by the dem
and for

consum
er products including paper. E

very
year, the logging industry is cutting dow

n
over 400,000 hectares of forest in the
province of Q

uebec and over 220,000

hectares in the province of O
ntario.

A
lready, the Labrador m

arten and
w

olverine are endangered, the w
oodland

caribou is threatened and the eastern w
olf

is deem
ed vulnerable. 8

M
any of C

anada’s indigenous peoples are
badly affected by logging in the boreal
forest. O

ne such com
m

unity is the G
rassy

N
arrow

s First N
ation. They have been

blockading various logging roads into the
C

anadian W
hiskey Jack Forest in O

ntario
since early D

ecem
ber 2002. The W

hiskey
Jack Forest is currently licensed to A

bitibi-
C

onsolidated, paper supplier to at least
one U

K
 publishing house. The m

ajority of
the W

hiskey Jack Forest is an ancient
boreal forest ecosystem

, w
ith jack pine and

black spruce. The com
m

unity has suffered
severe problem

s w
ith flooding due to

dam
m

ing and industrial logging. There has
also been a history of m

ercury poisoning

due to pulp effluent in the area. The First
N

ation believes that there has been
im

proper consultation in defining logging
rights on their traditional lands. 

Logging in Finland’s forests ©
W

einer/G
reenpeace

G
rizzly bear ©

M
cA

llister/G
reenpeace

Logging in K
arelia R

ussia by a Finnish
com

pany ©
G

reenpeace/W
eckenm

ann

Logging on Vancouver Island, B
ritish C

olum
bia, C

anada ©
G

reenpeace
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S
O

U
TH

 E
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O
N
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IA
N

FO
R

E
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TS
 O

N
 TH

E
 B

R
IN

K
‘Indonesia is alm

ost certainly undergoing
a species extinction spasm

 of planetary
proportions.’ 
W

orld B
ank R

eport, 2001

A
 num

ber of U
K

 publishing houses have
confirm

ed that som
e of their children’s

titles are printed in S
outh E

ast A
sia,

including C
hina, Japan, K

orea, S
ingapore

and Thailand. A
s this guide goes to press,

no inform
ation has been provided

regarding paper sourcing. W
ithin S

outh
E

ast A
sia, Indonesia rem

ains a m
ajor

supplier of pulp and paper products. Illegal
and destructive logging is decim

ating
Indonesia’s rainforests and is linked to
corruption, fraud, hum

an rights abuses and
arm

ed conflict. It is estim
ated that 88%

 of

logging in Indonesia is illegal. The country
is experiencing the highest rate of forest
loss in the w

orld and has the longest list of
endangered species in the w

orld. 9

A
 recent W

orld B
ank report w

arns that the
low

land rainforests of K
alim

antan and
S

um
atra w

ill be destroyed by 2010 if
current logging rates continue. 10N

ot only
w

ill these forests be lost forever but w
ith

them
 hope for species like the orang-utan,

w
hose num

bers have declined by 50%
 in

the last ten years. 

BE PART OF TH
E SOLU

TION
‘The cam

paign is a good opportunity for
authors to play their part in helping to
preserve the w

orld’s ancient forests by
ensuring that the paper used in their
books is not m

ade w
ith trees from

 
ancient forests.’ 
P

hilip P
ullm

an, A
uthor of the D

ark
M

aterials Trilogy, June 2003

G
reenpeace is calling on the publishing

industry to take action to phase out the
use of paper com

ing from
 the destruction

of ancient forests and to adopt
environm

entally and socially responsible
procurem

ent policies that w
ill help protect

the w
orld’s last rem

aining ancient forests.

GO AN
CIEN

T FOREST FRIEN
DLY

You can only ensure that your paper
com

es from
 environm

entally and socially
responsible sources by using paper that is
m

ade from
 recycled and/or FS

C
 fibres.

•
B

uy recycled paper w
ith a high post-

consum
er w

aste content to help take
pressure off the w

orld’s ancient forests.

•
B

uy FS
C

 paper to ensure that the 
fibre com

es from
 forests that are w

ell
m

anaged to strong ecological and 
social criteria.

H
OW

 PU
BLISH

ERS ARE ALREADY
PART OF TH

E SOLU
TION

C
anada’s success story

The G
reat B

ear R
ainforest on the W

est
C

oast of C
anada is one of the last intact

tem
perate rainforests in the w

orld. It is the
only habitat in the w

orld w
here the w

hite
spirit bear, a subspecies of the black bear,
can be found. This bear, like tw

o-thirds of
the other 140,000 species of plants and
anim

als that live in C
anada, is dependent

on ancient forests for its survival in the
w

ild. H
ow

ever, despite these forests’ prim
e

ecological im
portance, 40%

 of the tim
ber

logged in C
anada’s ancient tem

perate
rainforests and 65%

 of the tim
ber logged

in its ancient boreal forests is processed to
produce paper.

W
H

AT IS
 TH

E
 FO

R
E

S
T S

TE
W

A
R

D
S

H
IP

C
O

U
N

C
IL (FS

C
)?

‘Forests subject to com
m

ercial exploitation
should be certified under the Forest
S

tew
ardship C

ouncil certification
schem

e.’ 
P

rince P
hilip, P

resident E
m

eritus 
of W

orld W
ide Fund for N

ature, 1998

FS
C

 is the only forest certification schem
e

supported by environm
ental groups such

as G
reenpeace, Friends of the E

arth and
W

W
F. P

rogressive com
panies in the

tim
ber trade and indigenous peoples’

organisations also support the FS
C

. 

The FS
C

 m
anages the only

internationally recognised forest
certification standard that ensures
buyers that tim

ber com
es from

environm
entally and socially responsible

forest m
anagem

ent. The FS
C

 has
certified nearly 37 m

illion hectares of
forests and plantations in 56 countries –
the largest global forest certification
system

. 

P
roducts carrying the FS

C
 logo m

eet
the internationally recognised FS

C
P

rinciples and C
riteria of Forest

S
tew

ardship, w
hich cover environm

ental,
social and econom

ic issues. The logo is
used w

ith a C
hain of C

ustody
certification num

ber, w
hich allow

s
anyone to trace the source of that
m

aterial to a nam
ed com

pany and to
identify the particular forest w

here the
w

ood fibres originated. 

For further inform
ation about forest

certification and w
hy FS

C
 provides the

only real assurance that forest products
are from

 environm
entally and socially

responsible sources see B
ehind the

Logo: an environm
ental and social

assessm
ent of forest certification

schem
es (2001) at w

w
w

.fern.org/pubs/
reports/behind/leaflet.pdf and O

n the
G

round
(2003) at w

w
w

.greenpeace.ca/
e/cam

paign/forest/docum
ents/

cert_report_0303.pdf

A
n illegal logging concession in Indonesia run by a group w

hich ow
ns one of Indonesia’s largest pulp m

ills ©
G

reenpeace/D
avison

O
rang-utan ©

M
ayw

ald/G
reenpeace

W
H

AT’S TH
E SOLU

TION
? 

GOIN
G AN

CIEN
T FOREST FRIEN

DLY
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In 2000, the C
anadian M

arkets Initiative
w

as established to help develop practical
and econom

ic w
ays for C

anadian book
publishers to shift aw

ay from
 using paper

derived from
 ancient forest destruction and

to help them
 sw

itch to ecologically sound
alternatives. 11

W
hen the M

arkets Initiative started,
C

anada’s publishing houses w
ere largely

sourcing virgin w
ood pulp from

 C
anadian

forests, w
ith a high percentage from

ancient forests. N
o publishers w

ere
consistently printing on recycled paper, no
printers stocked ancient forest friendly

papers, and no such paper w
as being

produced as a standard book sheet. 

A
s a direct result of this initiative, 35

C
anadian publishers – including R

andom
H

ouse C
anada and P

enguin C
anada –

have m
ade form

al com
m

itm
ents to phase

out ancient forest fibres from
 their

publications over a three-year period. This
has created an unprecedented shift in
dem

and. Today, five recycled papers have
been developed for the C

anadian m
arket,

all of w
hich contain at least 60%

 post-
consum

er w
aste. N

ew
 Leaf P

aper, a U
S

paper supplier, is also developing tw
o FS

C
certified book papers – G

ood N
ew

s O
ffset

and E
co B

ook FS
C

 – w
hich are expected

to be launched tow
ards the end of 2003.

S
ee the table below

 for m
ore details of

these ancient forest friendly papers.

S
ince 2000, the M

arkets Initiative has had
several further m

ajor achievem
ents:

•
Three m

illion books
have been 

printed on recycled paper m
ade from

post-consum
er w

aste. 

•
S

ix m
ajor C

anadian book printers
now

 stock ancient forest friendly papers. 

•
Forty-five leading C

anadian authors
have pledged to support the cam

paign,
including M

argaret A
tw

ood, M
ichael

O
ndaatje, Y

ann M
artel and A

lice M
unro. 

Ancient forest friendly papers stim
ulated by the M

arkets Initiative and Canadian publishing houses

N
E

W
 PA

P
E

R
S

U
P

P
LIE

R
R

E
C

YC
LE

D
 C

O
N

TE
N

T
FS

C
 C

O
N

TE
N

T
G

R
A

M
M

A
G

E

E
coB

ook 100
N

ew
 Leaf

100%
 post-consum

er w
aste

N
o

50gsm
 &

 55gsm

E
nviro 100

C
ascades

100%
 post-consum

er w
aste

N
o

55gsm
 &

 60gsm

E
coB

ook FS
C

N
ew

 Leaf
60%

 post-consum
er w

aste
20%

 FS
C

 virgin fibre
50gsm

 &
 55gsm

20%
 pre-consum

er w
aste

G
ood N

ew
s O

ffset*
N

ew
 Leaf

80%
 post-consum

er w
aste

20%
 FS

C
 virgin fibre

45gsm

B
ioP

rint*
Transcontinental

100%
 post-consum

er w
aste

N
o

45gsm

G
ood N

ew
s 100*

N
ew

 Leaf
40%

 post-consum
er w

aste
60%

 pre-consum
er w

aste
N

o
45gsm

E
coO

ffset
N

ew
 Leaf

100%
 post-consum

er w
aste

N
o

60gsm

*G
round-w

ood papers

Forest reindeer, Finland ©
Leinonen/G

reenpeace

©
M

cA
llister/G

reenpeace

H
ARRY POTTER BOOKS H

ELP
SAVE FORESTS – FIRST
CAN

ADIAN
 PRIN

T RU
N

 PRIN
TED

ON
 RECYCLED PAPER

R
aincoast B

ooks, the C
anadian

co-publisher of H
arry P

otter (in partnership
w

ith B
loom

sbury), has w
orked a little of its

ow
n m

agic for biodiversity and the w
orld’s

forests by printing the C
anadian edition of

H
arry P

otter and the O
rder of the P

hoenix
on ancient forest friendly paper. The
approxim

ately one m
illion copies of the

C
anadian edition are the only ones in the

w
orld to be printed on 100%

 post-
consum

er recycled paper.

The initiative w
on praise from

 the author,
JK

 R
ow

ling, and a special m
essage for

C
anadian readers:

‘The forest at H
ogw

arts is hom
e to

m
agical creatures like unicorns and

centaurs. B
ecause the C

anadian editions
are printed on A

ncient Forest Friendly
paper, the H

arry P
otter books are helping

to save m
agnificent forests in the m

uggle
w

orld, the hom
e of m

agical anim
als such

as orang-utans, w
olves and bears, it is a

good idea to respect ancient trees,
especially if they have a tem

per like the
W

hom
ping W

illow
.’

The ancient forest friendly paper, is 100%
post-consum

er recycled and processed
chlorine-free. R

aincoast spokesperson,
Tessa Vanderkop said: ‘W

e’re hoping the

high profile of the H
arry P

otter books w
ill

raise aw
areness and help to get other

publishers on board. That w
ould help

drive the paper cost dow
n and m

ake it
m

ore affordable.’

B
efore the project began, no m

ills w
ere

sourcing recycled book paper in C
anada.

To print these books, R
aincoast used

B
adger P

aper M
ills in W

isconsin.
R

aincoast is now
 also w

orking w
ith a

Q
uebec m

ill, C
ascades Inc., to print som

e
of its autum

n runs. R
aincoast is now

printing approxim
ately 80%

 of its uncoated
titles on ancient forest friendly papers and
m

ost of its office papers are also free of
ancient forest fibre. 

B
y printing H

arry P
otter and the O

rder of
the P

hoenix
on 100%

 post-consum
er,

processed chlorine-free paper, R
aincoast

B
ooks is m

aking significant ecological
savings. This includes:

•
39,320 trees

•
63,435,801 litres of w

ater
(enough w

ater to fill 42 O
lym

pic
sized sw

im
m

ing pools)
•

854,988 kgs of solid w
aste 

•
electricity to pow

er the average
hom

e for 262 years
•

greenhouse gases equivalent to
driving a car 5.3 m

illion kilom
eters

N
icole R

ycroft of the M
arkets Initiative

believes R
aincoast has really pushed the

issue to the forefront w
ith H

arry P
otter:

‘W
e’re now

 w
orking w

ith other publishers
w

ho w
ant to sw

itch over to this kind of
paper. It’s a good business decision,
they’re seeing the kind of positive publicity
it can bring.’

C
anada©

G
reenpeace

A
uthor JK

R
ow

ling
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‘W
e are com

m
itted to im

plem
enting

policies that w
ill facilitate the conservation

of ancient forests around the w
orld and

ensure that w
e are not contributing to 

the destruction of irreplaceable natural
treasures.’ 
R

andom
 H

ouse C
anada, O

ctober, 2001

PH
ASE ON

E: DEVELOPIN
G 

AN
 ACTION

 PLAN
1. E

stablish a paper procurem
ent policy

D
eveloping a paper procurem

ent policy is
essential. This should include a statem

ent
about your com

pany’s goal to purchase
ancient forest friendly products. A
procurem

ent policy sets out your intentions
and acts as a yardstick by w

hich to
m

easure progress. It should also include
targets and tim

elines for im
plem

entation.

The first priority is the rem
oval of ancient

forest fibre from
 your supply chain.

This should be follow
ed by the

procurem
ent of paper from

 environm
entally

and socially responsible sources. The
policy needs to acknow

ledge that at this
tim

e the only w
ay you can be sure of this is

through the purchase of virgin fibre at least
to the standard of FS

C
 and

/or recycled
paper. B

oth aspects of the policy should
contain am

bitious tim
elines. B

ased on the
C

anadian experience, w
e suggest a three

year tim
efram

e in w
hich to transfer your

uncoated paper stocks aw
ay from

 ancient
forests. C

oated stocks m
ay 

take longer.

2. Trace your current supply 
chain back to source
To control your paper usage, you need to
identify each of the virgin fibre papers you
use and trace them

 back to their forest of
origin. This requires co-operation from
every stage of your supply chain. A

 m
odel

letter and m
odel chain of custody form

 is
provided on pages 14 and 15.

C
learly com

m
unicate your intentions to your

suppliers as they are stakeholders in this
process. W

e suggest that you w
rite to

them
 and request a signed audit statem

ent,
using the m

odel chain of custody form
 (see

over), detailing the follow
ing inform

ation:

•
The products you buy from

 them
.

•
The percentage of uncertified/certified
pulp in these products and the
certification system

 used to evaluate this
pulp (for exam

ple, P
E

FC
 or FS

C
).

•
The nam

es of the com
panies and m

ills
supplying these products.

•
The location, region and country
supplying the virgin fibre for these
products.

•
The guarantees that you have been given
to ensure that the product is not from

 an
ancient forest (for exam

ple, signed
statem

ents from
 your suppliers).

3. P
hase out paper from

 ancient forests
The chain of custody form

 should alert you
to the areas in your supply chain that need
m

ost urgent attention.

W
ork w

ith your suppliers to go ancient
forest friendly w

ithin a set tim
efram

e. You
should consider w

riting contractual clauses
that m

ake it clear to current and future
suppliers that your com

pany w
ill not

purchase ancient forest products. 

A STEP-BY-STEP GU
IDE TO GOIN

G
AN

CIEN
T FOREST FRIEN

DLY

R
iver otters in B

ritish C
olum

bia ©
D

orst/G
reenpeace

BBC W
ORLDW

IDE U
SES FSC

M
AGAZIN

E PAPER
‘A

s the country’s third largest m
agazine

publisher, consum
ing over 50,000 tonnes

of paper a year, w
e felt w

e had a duty to
our readers to assure them

 that w
e w

ere
sourcing our paper responsibly. A

s m
ore

paper becom
es available, w

e intend to
m

igrate all 37 of our B
B

C
 titles, including

R
adio Tim

es, G
ardeners W

orld and Top
O

f The P
ops, on to FS

C
-certified stock.’

D
avid H

alford from
 B

B
C

 W
orldw

ide 

In D
ecem

ber 2000, B
B

C
 W

ildlife
m

agazine becam
e the w

orld’s first
consum

er m
agazine to carry the FS

C
 logo,

the only logo to guarantee that the tim
ber

used to m
ake the paper com

es from
environm

entally and socially responsible
forest m

anagem
ent. The FS

C
’s perm

ission
to use the logo follow

ed a strict chain of
custody procedure involving the forest
ow

ners, paper m
anufacturers, printers and

publishers. The FS
C

 paper is produced in
S

w
eden by S

C
A

 at its O
rtviken m

ill.

CAN
ADIAN

 PU
BLISH

ER
M

CCLELLAN
D &

 STEW
ART

COM
M

ITS TO AN
CIEN

T
FOREST FRIEN

DLY POLICY
‘S

upporting this initiative is one step
w

e can take tow
ards ending global

deforestation and clim
ate change.’ 

K
rys R

oss, G
eneral M

anager,
M

cC
lelland &

 S
tew

art, O
ctober 2001

M
cC

lelland &
 S

tew
art w

as one of the
first C

anadian publishers to adopt an
ancient forest friendly policy in 2001.
A

s one of C
anada’s m

ost prom
inent

literary publishers, its leadership in
developing a form

al com
m

itm
ent w

as
key to encouraging m

any other
publishers to m

ove forw
ard w

ith 
this initiative. 

M
cC

lelland &
 S

tew
art has proactively

im
plem

ented its policy. A
t the

beginning, the com
pany paid a

prem
ium

 for the paper but offset m
ost

of the additional cost by creative
production techniques. For exam

ple, 
it decided not to dual lam

inate or
em

boss its covers. Today, M
cC

lelland
&

 S
tew

art pays no additional cost for
printing on ancient forest friendly
papers, having negotiated a deal w

ith
its printers.

A
pproxim

ately 66%
 of M

cC
lelland &

S
tew

art’s uncoated titles are now
printed on paper that is ancient forest
friendly. A

ll M
cC

lelland &
 S

tew
art’s

flagship fiction titles are printed on
ancient forest friendly paper including
books by C

anadian literary icons like
A

lice M
unro, M

argaret A
tw

ood and
R

ohinton M
istry. M

cC
lelland &

 S
tew

art
has just printed its one hundredth title
on ancient forest friendly paper.

©
M

cA
llister/G

reenpeace
E

uropean bear, Finland ©
Leinonen/G

reenpeace
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PH
ASE TW

O: SW
ITCH

IN
G TO

RECYCLED AN
D/OR FSC PAPER

The only w
ay to guarantee that your paper

is from
 environm

entally and socially
responsible sources is to purchase either
recycled paper m

ade from
 post-consum

er
w

aste, FS
C

 certified paper, or paper w
hich

is a com
bination of the tw

o. Today, the
availability of suitable recycled and FS

C
book papers in the E

U
 is lim

ited. H
ow

ever,
the experience in C

anada suggests that
this situation w

ill change rapidly once the
publishing industry dem

ands it. Your
options at this tim

e are:

1. B
uy currently available recycled paper

that is suitable for books
You m

ay find that som
e of the recycled

paper and FS
C

 paper that is currently
available m

ay be suitable for som
e of your

titles. For exam
ple, S

underland P
aper M

ill
produces a recycled paper and S

C
A

produce an FS
C

 im
proved new

sprint

grade that has been used for books. You
can also source recycled book paper from
C

ascades and N
ew

stech, the paper
m

anufacturers leading the initiative in
C

anada. For a list of potential sourcing
options see pages 16 and 17.

2. C
reate a dem

and for recycled 
and/or FS

C
 paper

The C
anadian experience show

s that
publishers can persuade paper suppliers
to develop recycled and FS

C
 book papers

w
ithin relatively short tim

e periods. Initially,
C

anadian publishers paid a prem
ium

to get suppliers to research and develop
papers to m

eet their exact specifications.
H

ow
ever, today, as a result of the

significant increases in dem
and for such

papers on the C
anadian m

arket, publishers
can expect to pay less than 3%

 extra for
recycled book paper and in som

e cases
they pay no prem

ium
 at all.

Recycled paper
There is no legal definition for the term
‘recycled paper’. S

om
e papers contain

pre-consum
er w

aste such as printer’s 
trim

, w
hilst others contain post-consum

er
w

aste, w
hich has been used in the 

m
arket place and returned for recycling.

The safest w
ay to ensure your purchasing

decision m
ost benefits the environm

ent 
is to buy recycled paper m

ade from
 post-

consum
er w

aste. R
ecycled paper ordered

in large quantities is com
petitively priced 

alongside virgin fibre.

[X
 P

U
B

LIS
H

E
R

] is com
m

itted to protecting the environm
ent and to the responsible use of natural resources.

A
s a book publisher, w

ith paper a core part of our business, w
e are concerned about the future of the

w
orld’s rem

aining ancient forests. W
e are com

m
itted to im

plem
enting policies that w

ill encourage
conservation of ancient forests globally. W

e aim
 to ensure that all paper products w

e purchase are derived
from

 environm
entally and socially responsible sources – ie recycled products and /or those certified to the

standards of the Forest S
tew

ardship C
ouncil. 

W
e w

ill inform
 our suppliers of our purchasing preferences and w

ork w
ith them

 to ensure that our com
pany’s

procurem
ent policies are im

plem
ented. A

s of D
ATE

 w
e w

ill im
plem

ent the follow
ing guidelines for all our

paper purchasing:

1.W
e w

ill phase out all paper products derived from
 intact ancient forests and other H

igh C
onservation

Value Forests unless strict conservation safeguards are in place.

2.W
e w

ill give preference to paper products m
ade w

ith a high recycled fibre content sourced from
 post-

consum
er w

aste.

3.W
e w

ill develop an action plan for ensuring that all virgin fibre is procured from
 forests independently

certified to at least the level of Forest S
tew

ardship C
ouncil (FS

C
) principles and criteria.

4.In order to verify achievem
ent of the above steps, w

e w
ill im

m
ediately establish a system

 that allow
s us

to trace tim
ber products back to specific forest m

anagem
ent units. 

5.W
e w

ill develop tim
elines for achieving the above objectives.

G
reat grey ow

l, Finland ©
Leinonen/G

reenpeace

M
ODEL PAPER PROCU

REM
EN

T POLICY FOR PU
BLISH

IN
G H

OU
SES



D
ear supplier,

I am
 w

riting to let you know
 that as of

[D
AY

/M
O

N
T

H
/Y

E
A

R
] w

e w
ill be introducing a new

 paper
procurem

ent policy w
ith the aim

 of
ensuring that w

e only procure paper from
 environm

entally and
socially responsible sources.W

e ask for your co-operation,as a valued supplier,to help us w
ith the

im
plem

entation of
this policy.

It has recently been brought to our attention that paper products w
e use m

ay contain w
ood fibre derived

from
 ancient forests.W

e w
ish to alter this situation and are keen to explore how

 w
e can obtain supplies

of
either recycled paper m

ade from
 post-consum

er w
aste and/or paper independently certified to

Forest Stew
ardship C

ouncil (FSC
) standards.

In im
plem

enting our new
 policy,w

e w
ish to w

ork w
here possible w

ith our current suppliers to obtain
paper supplies that satisfy our new

 requirem
ents,w

hilst m
aintaining valuable business relationships.T

o this
end,w

e need to conduct an audit of
our current paper supplies so that w

e can accurately identify the
original forest sources of

all the paper products w
e purchase.W

e w
ould therefore be grateful if

you could
com

plete the accom
panying C

hain of
C

ustody V
erification audit form

 w
ithin the next 30 days.

T
he audit is intended to establish five key points:

1.T
he products w

e buy from
 you

2.W
hether the w

ood fibre w
e currently purchase is certified and,if

so,by w
hat standard (for exam

ple,
uncertified,Pan E

uropean C
ertification Schem

e,Finnish Forest C
ertification Schem

e,C
anadian

Standard A
ssociation schem

e) 
3.T

he original suppliers of
any virgin w

ood fibre used
4.W

here their related forest operations are located 
5.W

hat guarantees you have been given to ensure that these forest operations do not contribute to the
degradation of

ancient forests areas

W
e are aw

are that som
e of

this inform
ation m

ay not be easy to obtain.If
you are unable to answ

er any of
this audit w

ith confidence,due to a lack of
inform

ation,please contact us so that w
e can discuss how

 to
take this forw

ard.

W
e appreciate your help w

ith this audit and look forw
ard to w

orking positively w
ith you on these issues.

T
hank you for your prom

pt attention to this request.

Yours sincerely,

14
15

S
upplier C

om
pany N

am
e

C
ontact Person

Title

A
ddress

P
hone

E
m

ail

Instructions:

1.
N

am
e of product w

e buy from
 your com

pany. 

2.
The percentage of uncertified/ certified w

ood fibre and the certification system
 used – 

for exam
ple, P

an E
uropean C

ertification S
chem

e, Finnish Forest C
ertification S

chem
e, etc.

3.
N

am
es of all com

panies supplying virgin w
ood fibre for this product. 

4.
List of all forest m

anagem
ent units that supply virgin w

ood fibre for this product, including

location, region and country of origin

5.
N

am
e of the m

ill w
here the pulp is processed and the nam

e of the m
anufacturer.

6.
W

hat guarantee is given to ensure that the product has not contributed 

to ancient forest degradation? 

7.
Totally chlorine free, processed chlorine free, elem

entary chlorine free? 

W
hat are the resins/solvents used in the production of this product? 

8.
S

ignature, date and telephone num
ber of m

anufacturer’s representative, 

verifying accuracy, if supplier is not also m
anufacturer.

I certify that every reasonable effort has been m
ade to obtain the requested inform

ation and that 

the inform
ation provided above is com

plete and accurate to the best of m
y know

ledge.

N
am

e 

S
ignature

D
ate

M
ODEL CH

AIN
 OF CU

STODY VERIFICATION
 FORM

 
M

ODEL LETTER
TO

SU
PPLIERS
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COM
PAN

IES SU
PPLYIN

G RECYCLED OR FSC PAPER
This list is not exhaustive, how

ever, it is a useful starting point for those w
ishing to source FS

C
 and/or recycled papers. 

P
lease note that the table on page 17 lists com

panies that have supplied paper to the book publishing industry.

U
K com

panies supplying FSC/recycled paper
C

om
pany N

am
e

C
ontact D

etails
R

ecycled/FS
C

 P
aper

C
urtis Fine P

apers
C

ontact: Jane M
ilroy

R
ecycled/FS

C
(m

anufacturer)
Tel: 01334 834115
E

m
ail: jane_m

ilroy@
curtisfinepapers.com

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.curtisfinepapers.com

John H
eyer P

aper
C

ontact: S
arah Jaanus

R
ecycled

(supplier)
Tel: 0870 2423355
E

m
ail: sarah.jaanus@

johnheyerpaper.co.uk
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.johnheyerpaper.co.uk

K
lippan 

C
ontact: R

ussell M
urphy 

R
ecycled/FS

C
(m

anufacturer) 
Tel: 01383 413131
E

-m
ail: rm

urphy@
klippan-international.com

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.klippan-paper.com

P
aperback 

C
ontact: Jan K

uiper
R

ecycled/FS
C

(supplier) 
Tel: 020 8980 2233
E

m
ail: sales@

paperback.fsbusiness.co.uk 
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.paperback.coop

S
underland P

aper M
ill 

S
ales C

ontact: Ian Jeffery
R

ecycled 
(m

anufacturer)
Tel: 07767 353 256
E

m
ail: paperm

ill@
edw

ard-thom
pson.com

EU
 com

panies supplying FSC/recycled paper
C

om
pany N

am
e

C
ontact D

etails
R

ecycled/FS
C

 P
aper

D
alum

C
ontact: A

ndy S
m

ith
R

ecycled/FS
C

 
(D

anish m
anufacturer) 

Tel: 01622 757293
E

m
ail: as@

dalum
papir.dk

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.cyclus.dk

D
rew

sen
C

ontact: B
urghard S

chroeder
FS

C
 potential

(G
erm

an m
anufacturer)

Tel: +
49 51 4588208

E
m

ail: burghard.schroeder@
drew

sen.com
 

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.drew
sen.com

/english/hom
e.htm

l

S
C

A
C

ontact: D
avid Lucas

FS
C

(S
w

edish m
anufacturer) 

Tel: 01622 883000
E

m
ail: david.lucas@

sca.com
W

ebsite: w
w

w
.sca.com

N
orth Am

erican com
panies able to supply FSC/recycled uncoated book paper to the U

K
C

om
pany N

am
e

C
ontact D

etails
R

ecycled/FS
C

 P
aper

C
ascades Fine P

aper G
roup

C
ontact: B

ob Z
bikow

ski
R

ecycled 
(m

anufacturer)
Tel: +

1 450 569 3915
E

m
ail: robert_zbikow

ski@
cascades.com

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.cascades.com

N
ew

stech 
C

ontact: John O
vanessian

(m
anufacturer) 

Tel: +
1 718 281 1320 

R
ecycled 

E
m

ail: jovanessian@
new

stechny.com

N
ew

 Leaf P
apers

C
ontact: Jeff M

endelson
R

ecycled/FS
C

(supplier)
Tel: +

1 888 989 5323
E

m
ail: jeff@

new
leafpaper.com

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.new
leafpaper.com

Illegal logging cam
p in Indonesia ©

G
reenpeace/D

avison



18 M
IN

IM
ISE YOU

R OVERALL PAPER CON
SU

M
PTION

C
anadian publishers have com

m
itted to reducing their overall office consum

ption by 30%
 over three years.

IM
PLEM

EN
T A PROCU

REM
EN

T POLICY FOR ALL TIM
BER AN

D TIM
BER PRODU

CTS
•

FS
C

 tim
ber is available for building projects from

 m
any m

ajor tim
ber suppliers, including Tim

bm
et: 

01865 862 223/ w
w

w
.tim

bm
et.com

 

•
FS

C
 office furniture can be purchased from

 retailers including B
lue Line: 

020 8594 3115/ sales@
blueline.uk.com

 / w
w

w
.blueline.uk.com

•
100%

 post-consum
er recycled copier paper, E

volve, is available from
 Lyreco: 

0845 767 6999/ w
w

w
.lyreco.com

•
FS

C
 copier paper is also available from

 G
reen W

orld S
upplies Ltd: 

020 8998 9987/ sales@
green-w

orld.co.uk 

•
C

ontact the FS
C

 for a full list of FS
C

 products and stockists: 
01686 413916

/ w
w

w
.fsc-uk.info

GIVE PREFEREN
CE TO PROCESSED OR TOTALLY CH

LORIN
E-FREE PAPERS

C
hlorine bleaching releases chem

icals that are harm
ful to our health and the environm

ent.

CON
SIDER U

SIN
G TREE-FREE ALTERN

ATIVE FIBRES FOR PAPER 
Tree-free alternatives include agricultural residue fibre, hem

p and kenaf.

RAISE AW
AREN

ESS
•

C
onvey your environm

ental aw
areness to your staff and custom

ers. Internal education and 
external m

arketing ensure high em
ployee com

m
itm

ent to your goals and custom
er recognition 

of your progressive stance. 

•
E

ncourage your non-U
K

 operations and other com
panies w

ithin your industry to im
plem

ent 
sim

ilar procurem
ent policies.
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‘As a book publisher we consume an
enormous amount of paper. We can make
a big difference by working with our
suppliers to develop papers that have the
lowest environmental impact possible.’ 
Allan MacDougall, 
President of Raincoast Books, June 2003

Canonbury Villas
London N12PN

www.greenpeace.org.uk
www.saveordelete.com

This document is printed on 
Emerald FSC paper

‘If we don’t act now, the terrible irony is
that our great grandchildren will only
know of our ancient forests through
pictures in books printed on the paper
that contributed to their destruction. 
We support this campaign.’ 
Graham Lester George, Chair, Writers
Guild of Great Britain, June 2003
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