Volunteer Role: Textile & Sewing Repair Volunteer

Focus: Repairing soft goods using sewing and fabric techniques.

What You'll Do: Repair torn seams, stitching, straps, and webbing; reattach Velcro, snaps,
buttons, and drawcords; reinforce high-stress areas to prevent future damage; work with
participants to explain repair options and limits.

Skills: Basic to advanced hand or machine sewing; patience and problem-solving;
willingness to explain repairs as you go.

Items: Sleeping bags, tents (fabric components), backpacks, jackets, rain gear, ski
clothing, gear bags, footwear uppers

Volunteer Role: Patching & Fabric Repair Volunteer

Focus: Surface repairs and reinforcement to extend gear life.

What You'll Do: Apply fabric patches and repair tape; reinforce small tears or worn areas;
help participants choose between temporary vs. long-term fixes; share tips for home care
and prevention.

Skills: Attention to detail; comfort working with adhesives, patches, and outdoor fabrics;
no advanced sewing required.

Items: Tents and rain gear; sleeping bags; backpacks and dry bags; fishing gear bags.

Volunteer Role: Gear Hardware & Mechanical Repair Volunteer

Focus: Fixing or replacing small mechanical or structural components.

What You'll Do: Repair or replace zippers, pulls, buckles, and cord locks; make simple
adjustments to gear hardware; stabilize or splint damaged components when appropriate;
help assess whether an item is repairable.

Skills: Comfort with hand tools; mechanical problem-solving; knowing when not to
attempt a repair.

Items: Tents (poles, clips, tension systems), backpacks (frames, buckles, straps), sleeping
bags (zippers, toggles), utility knives, fishing gear and ice augers, ski bindings (non-safety-
critical tasks only).

Volunteer Role: Electrical & Small Appliance Repair Volunteer

Focus: Basic troubleshooting of small, low-voltage electronics.

What You'll Do: Diagnose common issues (battery contacts, switches, wiring); clean
contacts and replace simple components; perform safe soldering where appropriate;
explain repair limitations and safety considerations.

Skills: Experience with basic electronics; comfort using multimeters or soldering irons;
clear communication about safety and risks.

Items: Headlamps and lanterns, GPS units, fish finders, solar-powered items,



rechargeable camping lights.

Volunteer Role: Gear Inspection & Maintenance Volunteer

Focus: Preventative care and extending the life of gear.

What You'll Do: Inspect gear for wear, damage, and failure points; clean zippers and
hardware; advise on waterproofing, drying, and storage; provide maintenance tips
participants can use athome.

Skills: Broad outdoor gear knowledge; ability to explain care and maintenance clearly; no
repair experience required.

Items: Rain gear and shells, sleeping bags, tents, backpacks, footwear, camping stoves
and water filters (inspection and basic maintenance only).

Volunteer Role: Event Coordination & Support Volunteer

Focus: Keeping the Repair Café organized, welcoming, and running smoothly.

What You’ll Do: Welcome participants and sign them in; help match items to the
appropriate repair volunteer; track repair status; monitor time and manage flow; take
photos of the event; provide general support and answer participant questions.

Skills: Organized and comfortable talking to people; friendly and calm under pressure; no
repair skills required.



