Supporting Text S6 Abundance
The number of cells on the beads was highest in the medium diversity treatment (median: 2.01×107 cells mL-1 beads), followed by the high diversity treatment (median: 1.14×107 cells mL-1 beads) and the low diversity treatment (1.12×107 cells mL-1 beads) (ANOVA,MS 4.3x1013, d.f. 107, P = 0.02). Abundance on the beads was higher in the recalcitrant (median: 2.23×107 cells mL-1 beads) compared to the labile treatments (3.67×106 cells mL-1 beads) (Student’s ttest P < 0.01). Moreover, there was a decrease in the number of cells on the beads during the experiment (young biofilms: median: 2.25×107 cells mL-1 beads; old biofilms: median: 1.21×107 cells mL-1 beads, Student’s ttest P = 0.02).
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