
                                                        
1 N/R = Not reported, none stated = reported no conflict of interest, reported = reported potential conflict(s) of interest. 

  Aims Selection methods Was the measurement of 

variables appropriate? 

Control of bias Was the use of 
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appropriate? 
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st1 

Study 
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and year 

Aims  

clearl

y 
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d? 

Eligibil

ity 
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? 

Source 

of 
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d? 
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Validity 

of 

measure

s? 

Reliabili

ty of 

measure

s? 
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sources 

of bias? 
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ds to 

deal 

with 

bias? 
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se 

rate 

(%)? 

Samp

le 

size? 

Primar

y 

outco

me 

stated 

a 

priori?  

 

Abidoye 

(2012) 

Y N/R Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias, 

responder 

bias 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 



                                                        
2 Authors state questionnaire has been validated but do not give sufficient information. 

Abraham 

(1985) 

Y Y Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias 

Y N/R N/R N/R None 

stated 

Adinma 

(2008) 

Y N/R Y Random 

(stratified) 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 91% N/R N/R N/R 

Alsaleem 

(2018) 

Y Y Y Purposive Y2 N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias 

N/R N/R N/R N/R None 

stated 

Ameade 

(2018) 

Y Y Y Random Y N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 70% Y N/R None 

stated 

Banikari

m (2000) 

Y N/R Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 



                                                        
3 Iranian version of previously validated questionnaire 

Chia 

(2013) 

Y Exclusi

on 

criteria 

Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias 

N/R 93.75% N/R N/R N/R 

Chiou 

(2008) 

Y N/R Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias and 

recall 

issues 

N/R 94.40% N/R N/R N/R 

Devi 

(2014) 

Y Y Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 

Ghaderi 

2017 

Y Y Y Random(clu

ster) 

Y3  Y Questionn

aire 

Self-

report , 

possible 

selection 

bias (no 

reported 

N/R N/R Y Y None 

stated 



response 

rate) 

Hillen 

(1999) 

Y N/R Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias and 

recall 

issues 

N/R 99.74% N/R N/R N/R 

Moronkol

a (2006) 

Y N/R Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 100% N/R N/R N/R 

Ortiz 

(2009) 

Y N/R Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

minimal 

demograp

hic data, 

selection 

bias 

N/R N/R N/R N/R None 

stated 

Pitangui 

(2013) 

Y Y Y Unclear N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

N/R 36.90% Y N/R N/R 



selection 

bias due 

to low 

response 

rate 

Pour 

eslami 

(2013) 

Y N/R Y  

Random(clu

ster) 

Y Y Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

minimal 

demograp

hic data 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 

Rostami 

(2007) 

N/R N/R Y Random N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

minimal 

demograp

hic data 

N/R 89.40% N/R N/R N/R 

Saka 

(2018) 

Y Y (very 

broad) 

Y Random 

(multi-stage) 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report  

N/R N/R N/R N/R None 

stated 

Söderma

n (2018) 

Y N/R Y N/R N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

Y – 

Bias 

45% N/R N/R Report

ed 



and 

potential 

selection 

bias 

analysi

s 

Subasin

ghe 

(2016) 

Y Y Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 69% N/R N/R Report

ed 

Sule 

(2007) 

Y N/R Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

minimal 

demograp

hic data, 

selection 

bias 

N/R 89.50% N/R N/R N/R 

Wijesiri 

(2013) 

Y Y Y Convenienc

e 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias 

N/R 100% N/R N/R N/R 



 
Supplementary Table 1. STROBE assessment  

                                                        
4 Authors state questionnaire has been validated but do not give details.  
5 Validated scales (ADSCS and ESCAS) used in the overall survey, but the tool which provided the data used in this analysis was not validated. 

Wong 

(2011) 

Y Y Y Random Unclear4 N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 100% N/R N/R None 

stated 

Wong 

(2015) 

Y Y Y Convenienc

e sample 

N/R5 N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report, 

selection 

bias, 

responder 

bias 

N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R 

Yesuf 

(2018) 

Y N/R Y Random 

(stratified) 

N/R N/R Questionn

aire 

Self-

report 

N/R 98% Y N/R None 

stated 


