
PLOS Appeal Request Form

Please fill out the below form with the relevant information. We require a response to all sections before we can evaluate your appeal request. 


1. Request Justification
Please explain below the reasoning for your appeal request. By policy, PLOS journals consider appeals only in circumstances in which:
· A reviewer or editor has made a significant factual error, or
· The objectivity of a reviewer or editor is compromised by a documented competing interest, and
· A reversal based on either of these grounds would change the original decision

	




2. Academic Editor
Our standard process is to consult Academic Editors on appeals on decisions they handled. If you have any concerns that a consultation with the Academic Editor may unduly affect the evaluation of your appeal, please indicate so along with a brief summary of the reasons for your concerns.

☐   I do not have any concerns about the Academic Editor being consulted on this appeal. 

☐   I do have concerns that the Academic Editor being consulted may unduly affect the evaluation of my appeal for the following reasons:

	





3. Editorial Policies
If you have concerns that the decision deviates from one of our editorial policies, please provide us with some brief notes on the specific policy.

☐   I do not have any concerns about this decision deviating from PLOS’s editorial policies. 

☐   I do have concerns that this decision deviated from PLOS’s editorial policies for the following reasons:

	



4. Response to Reviewers:
Please provide a point-by-point response to the reviewers and any Academic Editor’s comments in a separate document.

☐   I confirm that I have attached a Response to Reviewers as a separate file to this email in addition to this form. 


5. Track Changes Manuscript:
If you have made any updates to your manuscript since receiving a decision, please also provide a ‘Track Changes’ version of your manuscript that shows any changes you may have made. 

☐   I confirm that I have attached a ‘Track Changes’ version of my MS as a separate file to this email in addition to this form and Response to Reviewers. 

	☐   Not applicable
