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ceramica suro: a story of collaboration, production, and collecting in the contemporary arts is the
first comprehensive american presentation of the private collection amassed by josé noé suro,
owner of the influential guadalajara-based ceramics studio ceramica suro, and marcela preciado,
his wife. selections from this collection, which is made up of over 700 pieces, are gathered here
into the exhibition by executive director and chief curator of guadalajara’s zapopan art museum
(maz), viviana kuri, who also organized the show’s previous iteration at maz.

founded in the 1950s in tlaquepaque as a small family studio workshop that manufactured
dinnerware and decorative objects, josé noé suro has turned ceramica suro into an incubator for
global artists, designers and creatives. it is now among guadalajara’s most important institutions
— a ceramics factory where the most ambitious projects in the world of art, architecture, design
and gastronomy are developed and produced. during the last two decades, ceramica suro has
carried out projects with over 500 artists — such as nairy baghramian, john baldessari, sarah
crowner, marcel dzama, nicole eisenman, michelle grabner, adam pendelton, gabriel rico, and
dallas’s own jeff gibbons - that have put guadalajara in the crosshairs of the international art
world.

in dallas, the studio has collaborated with several art institutions for exhibitions, including calvin
marcus: the inner is the outer of the other (2017) and proximidad: jeff gibbons | gabriel rico (2017)
at the power station; and renata morales: inane and mundane evolutionary tales of fear love and
horror (2022) and lonnie holley: coming from the earth (2022) at dallas contemporary.

there is also the strong presence of ceramica suro within the architectural landscape of the city,
from public walkways in oak cliff’s bishop arts district to the many decorative features within the
lovers lane restaurant josé, named for josé noé suro, to the facade of the marketplace
commissary in downtown, designed by artist jorge pardo, as well as numerous private and
domestic commissions. at dallas contemporary, the innovative exhibition design was conceived
with generous support from the celebrated dallas architecture firm droese-raney, which is also a
frequent collaborator with ceramica suro.

ceramica suro: a story of collaboration, production, and collecting in the contemporary arts
features three thematic elements that together tell a single story of a personal collection: pieces
produced in the cerdmica suro workshop by artists who have used high-fired ceramic or other
techniques or materials; productions aimed at the fields of industrial design and architecture; and
a representative survey of the history of contemporary art from the late twentieth century to the
present day, with pieces by both mexican and international artists who have been associated
with the workshop through collaborative efforts and exchanges.










